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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE








August 16, 2012





To:

Interested Parties

Re:
Paper Filing - Elimination of Additional Paper Copy Filing Requirements

Docket Nos:
M-2012-2317481 & L-2012-2296005 

The purpose of this Secretarial Letter is to announce that the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission or PUC) is temporarily waiving certain regulations noted below to eliminate the requirement to file additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of certain documents.  The elimination of these additional paper copy filings will result in savings of time and resources for parties appearing before the Commission and for Commission staff.  These temporary waivers will remain in effect until further notice.   
On July 19, 2012, the Commission adopted a Proposed Rulemaking Order, Docket No. L-2012-2296005, which recommends eliminating the following requirements: (1) the filing of additional paper copies of pleadings, submittals or other documents, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 1.37(a), and (2) the filing of additional paper copies of exceptions to Commission orders, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 5.533(d).  This Secretarial Letter immediately eliminates these requirements pending completion of that rulemaking proceeding. 

In addition, this Secretarial Letter eliminates the remaining copy filing requirements listed below that were not identified by the July 19th Proposed Rulemaking Order.  An additional proposed rulemaking will be initiated in the near future to implement the elimination of these requirements.       
Paper Filings Generally

The PUC’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 1.37(a) provide that “when a pleading, submittal or document other than correspondence is submitted in hard copy, an original and three copies of each, including the cover letter, shall be furnished to the Commission at the time of filing.”  By this letter, the Commission is now eliminating the requirement to file three additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of such documents, pending finalization of the proposed regulations described above.     
Exceptions to Commission Orders

The PUC’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 5.533(d) currently provide that an “original and nine copies of the exceptions filed as paper documents shall be filed with the Secretary.”  By this letter, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file nine additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of exceptions to Commission orders, pending finalization of the proposed regulations described above. 
Reply Exceptions

The PUC’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 5.535 (relating to the filing of reply exceptions) do not expressly set forth paper copy filing requirements for reply exceptions.  Because this section does not specify the number of additional paper copies to be filed, reply exception filings currently must comply with the general paper filing requirements set forth at 52 Pa. Code § 1.37(a), requiring a signed original and three additional paper copies.  By this letter, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file three additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of reply exceptions.   
Briefs and Reply Briefs


The PUC’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 5.502(b)(1) currently provide that an “original and nine copies of a brief shall be filed with the Commission.”  The Commission also applies the filing requirements for briefs, requiring a signed original and nine copies, to filings for reply briefs.  By this letter, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file nine additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of both briefs and reply briefs.
Tariff Supplements


The PUC’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 53.51(b) currently provide that “[u]tilities with over $100,000 gross revenues shall file with the Commission Secretary a minimum of eight copies of the proposed rate changes and of the data required under this chapter; all others shall so file a minimum of five copies.”  By this letter, the Commission is eliminating the following requirements: (1) the filing of eight additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of proposed rate change documents for utilities with over $100,000 gross revenues and (2) the filing of five additional copies, beyond a signed original, of proposed rate change documents for all other utilities.  While dispensing with the requirement to file additional paper copies of such filings, the Commission encourages utilities to continue providing courtesy copies of these filings to the Commissioners’ offices and key bureaus, upon request.  

As indicated above, and in accordance with Section 501 of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. § 501, the Commission is temporarily waiving various regulations to eliminate the requirement to file additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, for the above-mentioned documents.  If such additional paper copies are filed, the Commission will retain only the signed original in any document folders at the Commission.  As we continue to review our regulations, we will evaluate the elimination of other requirements regarding the filing of additional paper copies for other various forms of documents in accordance with our authority as set forth in Section 501 of the Public Utility Code.     

Any questions about this Secretarial Letter should be directed to Secretary Chiavetta at 717-772-7777. 
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Sincerely,

Rosemary Chiavetta


Secretary

cc:
Chairman’s Office

Vice Chairman’s Office


Commissioners’ Offices


Bohdan R. Pankiw, Chief Counsel


Office of Consumer Advocate


Office of Small Business Advocate
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