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Docket No.  M‑2008‑2074154


With this Secretarial Letter, the Commission initiates Phase 2 of its implementation of Act 129 by requesting comments on the experience and qualification requirements the Commission must establish for conservation service providers.  
Section 2806.2 of Act 129 states “[t]he Commission shall, by March 1, 2009, establish a registry of approved persons qualified to provide conservation services to all classes of customers.”  Section 2806.1(M) of Act 129 defines “conservation service provider” as “an entity that provides information and technical assistance on measures to enable a person to increase energy efficiency or reduce energy consumption and that has no direct or indirect ownership, partnership or other affiliated interest with an electric distribution company.”

Act 129 requires each electric distribution company to submit to the Commission an energy efficiency and conservation plan.  Each energy efficiency and conservation plan must include a contract with one or more conservation service providers to implement the plan or a portion of the plan approved by the Commission.

Specifically, the Commission is seeking comments on the following:
1.
What are the minimum qualification standards that the Commission should require to allow a person to be listed on the registry to be established under Section 2806.2(a)?

2.
Should the minimum qualification standards include factors such as:  technical training, professional experience, industry certifications, financial integrity, and/or history of lawful operations?

3.
Should qualification standards, application materials, application requirements, and a contractor/dealer agreement similar to those used by Pennsylvania’s Keystone HELP program (www.keystonehelp.com) be adopted, and if so, what revisions to the Keystone HELP program would be needed?

4.
Should certain training or certifications be permitted to substitute for some or all minimum experience requirements?
5.
What effect, if any, should be given to entities approved as conservation service providers in other jurisdictions?

6.
Should bonding or a letter of credit be required?  If so, what should be the minimum amount?

7.
Should insurance be required?  If so, what type and what minimum amounts?

8.
Should background checks be performed?  If so, what type?
9.
Should credit histories be required?  If so, what should be disqualifying?

10.
Should customer or trade references be required?  If so, what should be the minimum number of references?

11.
Should satisfactory Better Business ratings be required?
12.
What information should be included on an application form?

13.
What documents should be provided with an application?

14.
Should the Commission charge a registration fee?  If so, what would be a reasonable registration fee?

15.
Should there be a requirement for periodic re‑qualification?  If so, how often and how extensive should it be?

16.
What other criteria should the Commission require?

As the Commission must have a registry of approved conservation service providers in place by March 1, 2009, the Commission requests that comments be filed by November 26, 2008.  An original and fifteen copies of any written comments referencing the docket number M‑2008‑2074154 shall be submitted to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, Attn.:  Secretary, P.O. Box 3265, Harrisburg, Pa. 17105.  For questions, please contact Anthony Rametta, Energy Supervisor of the Bureau of Fixed Utility Services at 717-787-2359 (arametta@state.pa.us) or Kriss Brown, Assistant Counsel, Law Bureau at 717-787-4518 (kribrown@state.pa.us).


Sincerely,








James J. McNulty








Secretary
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All parties that provided comments at Docket No. M‑2008‑2069887
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