EDEWG Meeting 1/20/2000

EDCs present: Allegheny, GPU, PECO, PPL, UGI, Duquesne
Suppliers present: Excelergy, New Energy, PPL Energy Plus, Reliant Energy, Exelon, Energy America, Strategic Energy

Others: Intellimark

Agenda Items:

1 - EGS Billing subgroup to present Billing Report and EDI documents

2 - Status of Unbundled Metering Subgroup

3 - Update from the Seamless Move Subgroup

4 - Update on the Non-compliance List

5 - Update of the EDI Internet Technical Subgroup

6 - Review the status of outstanding Change Control requests

7 – Responsibility to resend data

8 – 867IU issues – send 867MU versus 867IU, send both 867IU and 867MU

1 - EGS Billing subgroup to present Billing Report and EDI documents

The EGS Consolidated Billing document was reviewed. 

EGS Consolidated Billing is defined as the supplier of record producing the bill to include their charges and the utility charges.

Third Party Billing is when a licensed EGS is producing the bill for the customer. In addition to its own charges, the third party bill will contain charges for the supplier of record and the utility.

Although some third party billing issues were addressed, the effort dealt primarily with EGS Consolidated Billing.  However, since all third party billing issues have not been addressed, the EDI transactions were changed to only reflect EGS Consolidated Billing requirements.

Summary of EDI Changes relating to supplier consolidated billing

· Most non-814 transactions were changed for the REF*45 (LDC Old Account Number) to say the REF*45 is only valid when the LDC is sending the transaction.

· 814 Change – Allow billing agent to send change in billing address

· Note: If supplier is not providing consolidated billing, this type of change will be rejected with ANL code.

· 814 Enrollment and 814 Change

· Add rejection reasons codes ANQ - Billing Agent not certified by Utility  and C02 - Customer is on Credit Hold (Only applicable if the ESP requests Utility Consolidated Billing and the customer is more than 90 days past due)..

· 867MU / 867IU – added clarification to document due date (DTM*649) that this will be set according to LDC meter reading schedule. 

Note: This may need to change when third party metering is allowed.

· 820 – Added clarification to N1*PR (Payer) and N1*PE (Payee) to indicate this will be sent by either utility or supplier.

The 810 ESP was reviewed in detail. Based on the discussion, there are some changes required to the version that was reviewed.. A revised version will be posted within the next few days. The goal for finalizing this document is 2/15/2000

Action item: A question came up on how long a customer must remain on dual billing prior to being allowed to resume consolidated billing. Annunciata Marino said should would look into this after the meeting.

Resolution: Annuniciata Marino researched this item after the meeting and determined PIC resolved it in March 1999. It was resolved that customers returning to consolidated billing, after being required to revert to a two-bill scenario for non-payment, would be rquired to pay their arrearages in full and establish a good payment record for a three-month period.

Open Item: 820: Can we identify the MEAF payment separately?

Discussion on number of lines EDC allows on a bill

· PECO currently allows 4 lines per Rate. If you send the charges at the Account level, you would have the limit of 4 lines. They also allow one line for past charges.  PECO is currently working to expand the area for past charges.

· PP&L had previously communicated that there was an unlimited number of lines. There has been a recent change to allow 15 lines total per 810.

2 - Status of Unbundled Metering Subgroup

This topic was not covered since the meeting early due to inclement weather.

3 - Update from the Seamless Move Subgroup

This topic was not covered since the meeting early due to inclement weather. A conference call is scheduled for Friday 1/21/2000. 

An update on this topic will be part of the weekly EDEWG calls.

4 - Update on the Non-compliance List

George Behr mentioned he received updates from several utilities (Duquesne, UGI, GPU, and Penn Power). After receiving updates from the remaining utilities, a compiled list will be published.

Discussion on current production implementation schedule for several PECO items:

PECO mentioned their current implementation date is February 15, 2000 for the  following items:

· Codes 17 and 18 to support cancel / rebills in EDC Bill Ready 810

· 814 Historical Usage 

· 568 transaction

5 - Update of the EDI Internet Technical Subgroup

This topic was not covered since the meeting early due to inclement weather.

An update on this topic will be part of the weekly EDEWG calls.

6 - Review the status of outstanding Change Control requests

This topic was not covered since the meeting early due to inclement weather.

7 – Responsibility to resend data

This topic was discussed in conjunction with the non-compliance list. Various scenarios were discussed, and the suppliers felt the largest problem area has been missing 867 Monthly Usage records.

In general, there has been cooperation between the utilities and suppliers. In addition, the problem has decreased with 4010.

If a utility can indicate the transaction was sent to the VAN, the supplier usually retrieves it again from the VAN. If the utility has received a Functional Acknowledgement (FA) for the transaction, again the supplier usually retrieves it from the VAN.

If the utility can not provide VAN information, the utilities have tried to recreate that data, and will resend it.

Prior to the meeting, it was thought that missing Enrollment Responses may be an issue, and it was questioned whether there was a strong need for an 814 Inquiry only transaction. During discussion, this did not seem a major concern to the parties present.

8 – 867IU issues – send 867MU versus 867IU, send both 867IU and 867MU

Duquesne questioned whether there should be a facility for a supplier to request receiving an 867 Monthly Usage (867MU) for an interval account instead of the detail 867 Interval Usage or a summary 867 Interval Usage (summary loops only). GPU mentioned that they currently provide a standard 867MU if a supplier elects to receive summary data for interval accounts. 

PP&L Energy Plus had requested a discussion on whether a utility could send both an 867MU and an 867IU, once EDI over the Internet is implemented. They would like to receive the 867MU via VAN, and the 867IU over the Internet. This topic was not covered since the meeting early due to inclement weather. 

Current Revisions to EDI documents

The EDI documents are undergoing modifications for several purposes: Adding a table of contents, incorporating the data dictionary, incorporating supplier consolidated billing, and modifications for Maryland. These documents will be distributed within the next few weeks. Some of the remaining items to be completed are adding the data dictionary to the 867IU, adding the data dictionary to the LDC 810, adding the data dictionary and revising the examples in the Supplier Consolidated Billing 810.

Since the changes to the documents include both clarifications and changes which must be implemented, a timeline will be developed for any change that requires implementation. For instance, changes relating to Supplier Consolidated Billing will only need to be implemented when Supplier Consolidated Billing is implemented.

We discussed having a group of people review each document to ensure the integrity of the documents. At the meeting we made the following assignments.

Transactions
Primary Utility
Primary Suppliers

814 Enrollment, 814 Drop, 814 Change, 814 Reinstatement
Duquesne
Excelergy, Strategic Energy

867 Historical Usage, 867 Monthly Usage, 867 Interval Usage
Allegheny
PP&L Energy Plus, Energy Services Group

810 LDC, 810 ESP
PP&L
Exelon

820 Remittance and Payment
Penn Power
George Behr

568 Collections and 248 Payment
UGI
Exelon

824 Application Advice
PECO
PPL Energy Plus

Note: After the documents are released, there will be about a 10 day period for review, after which all comments should be forwarded to Diane Goff (dmgoff@gpu.com). The comments will be reviewed on the EDEWG call.

Next Conference Call

The next conference call is scheduled for Thursday 1/27/2000 at 2:00.

The phone number the 717 901-0620

