EDEWG Teleconference 2/17/2000

EDCs present: GPU, PECO, PPL, Duquesne, UGI, Allegheny Power, Penn Power
Suppliers present: Excelergy, Columbia Energy, Energy America, Exelink, Utility.com, ElectricAmerica, PPL Energy Plus, Strategic Energy, CSC, DTE Co-Energy, SCT, Reliant, Sterling Commerce

Others: PUC, Intellimark

Agenda

1.  Review any comments to the outstanding Change Control request

spreadsheet.

2.  Discuss outstanding issues within the Seamless Move sub-group.

3.  Weekly status of the EDI Internet Technical sub-group.

4.  Discuss ongoing EDI Testing for new suppliers.

5.  Discuss the handling of Multiple Scheduling Coordinators via EDI

Transactions.

6.  Discuss the status of Third Party Billing.

7.  Review the possible need of a new 810 rejection reason code.

Review any comments to the outstanding Change Control request spreadsheet.

No new items have been added. Brandon and Diane will review the Change Control items, and will provide an update next week.

Discuss outstanding issues within the Seamless Move sub-group.

This agenda item is being deferred until next week’s meeting. An issues list is being developed so it can be discussed prior to next week’s call. This list will be published by Tuesday, 2/22/2000 by 5:00 pm 

Weekly status of the EDI Internet Technical sub-group.

At last week’s conference call, the sub-group felt it was premature to have regular meetings. The current plan is to wait several weeks until Duquesne gains more experience, and some of the other parties select other products. The next conference call is scheduled for Friday March 10, 2000 at 10:00 am.

Discuss ongoing EDI Testing for new suppliers.

PECO had concerns that many resources are being devoted to testing continually.  PECO discussed several alternatives for testing with George Behr. 

Proposal: For new market entrants is to have testing at least once a quarter, unless there are at least 3 suppliers to test. An additional requirement would be that the supplier has a license on file, but not necessarily approved.

Additionally, PECO and Intellimark also considered additional test cases that need to be reviewed.

PP&L mentioned that they have several suppliers who are replacing their billing systems, and are retesting. They questioned how PECO would schedule this type of test. PECO said they were just offering suggestions for the state, and were not saying they would be implementing this proposal.

The PUC offered a suggestion that each party should evaluate. Each EDC should test once a month, and develop a test schedule. Suppliers must notify the utility at least 30 days in advance.  If a supplier does not provide the requested notice, they could be slated into the next batch.

Roni felt that if testing is not offered at least once month, it may need to be reviewed by the Commission.

EGS Consolidated Billing Test Plan

PECO and Intellimark also reviewed several scenarios for testing supplier consolidated billing. 

Summary: PECO will send out an email with:

· the proposal for ongoing testing 

· additional test scenarios 

· test scenarios to support EGS Consolidated Billing 

Discuss the handling of Multiple Scheduling Coordinators via EDI Transactions.

There is a meeting next week (Wednesday 2/23/2000) to follow up on prior a prior Commission Order. 

There is a separate group meeting with the PUC that is evaluating the methods to implement the Multiple Scheduling Coordinator. This forum was authorized by the Commission.

Each of the parties that had been involved in the discussions are evaluating various alternatives. 

When there is a resolution, EDEWG will get involved.

UGI asked if they can solve the problem without changing the transactions, can they continue, or do they need to wait until there is agreement among all parties?

PECO commented that they are also evaluating their system, and believe it may make sense to use a process other than the originally proposed alternative.

Discuss the status of Third Party Billing.

PECO chaired a group in EGS Consolidated Billing, and the document had been approved by the EGS Consolidated Billing Work Group. Since the Third Party Billing issues have not been addressed in entirety, references to Third Party Billing have been removed.

Last year, Reliant had volunteered to chair the Third Party Billing, but has not received enough participation from other suppliers. Roni Smith asked for a volunteer to chair Third Party Billing. Since no parties volunteered, the Third Party Billing work group will not continue at this time. 

EGS Consolidated Billing

PECO asked the next steps for this process. The EGS Consolidated Billing document and Implementation Guide will be packaged, and presented to the Commission for approval.

Review the possible need of a new 810 rejection reason code.

PECOs system can only accept 810s for an 867 up to 12 months old. They would like a code to reject any 810s that are older than 12 months old.

· EXP – Expired

PECO will create a Change Control for this request, and it will be included in the current changes being made to the 824 transaction.

CDS subgroup

This group has a conference call scheduled for 2/24/2000 at 1:00.

Next EDEWG Call

Next conference is scheduled for Thursday, 2/24/2000 at 2:00 (717) 901-0620. 

