EDEWG Conference Call 03/14/2002

Utilities: GPU, PECO, Allegheny Power, Duquesne, UGI, PPL Electric Utilities

Suppliers/Service Providers: Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, Dominion Retail, PPL Energy Plus, Energy Services Group, ElectricAmerica, First Energy

Other:   PUC

Agenda:
1. Finalize documentation surrounding EDI Testing / Re-testing

EDI Testing / Re-testing
A revised document was posted to the list server on 2/21/2002.  

There was only one comment posted to the ListServer:

PECO has identified another situation that is unusual but PECO has already encountered it.  If a supplier has completed testing and been certified, the market changes or some other factor delays the supplier's enrollment for over 6 months.  We would probably ask for some kind of testing at this point.  This may be little unusual, but I believe is worth mentioning in the document. The document was reviewed. Several changes were made based on the discussion on the call. A revised document will be sent to the List Server with the minutes from today’s call.

No one posted any objections to the list server or object on the call to including this concept, so it was agreed to revise the first paragraph on the second page to read:

If an EGS has not had any active customers, or has not utilized a specific functionality, within an EDC’s territory for a specified threshold (EDEWG agrees this will be a minimum of at least 6 months), the EDC has the right to require re-testing of the EGS and shall notify the EGS if re-testing is required. Each EDC will post their threshold on their website. This re-testing process may be a full set of testing, or a subset as mutually agreed by the trading partners.

Additionally, some minor changes were made to the descriptions of products. Everyone agreed these were clarifications rather than content changes.

The revisions to the Transaction Testing Requirements chapter of the Revised Plan are now considered approved and FINAL. In addition to being imbedded in this document, they will be posted to the list server with the minutes.
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Next Conference Call:

The next conference call will be on Thursday, March 28, 2002 at 2:00. To participate, call 717 901-0620.
_1077634334.doc
6.  Transaction Testing Requirements 


Among other requirements, EDC’s and EGS’s must demonstrate their capability and readiness to participate in the deregulated marketplace using the electronic business transactions and standards described in this report.  Any EDC or EGS that cannot meet the electronic commerce requirements of the marketplace would slow down the overall development of the deregulated marketplace.


The purpose of the testing is to verify that EGS’s and EDC’s are capable of complying with the data transfer standards specified in this document and have the necessary software and hardware required to send, receive, and translate the standard transactions required to do business in the Commonwealth.


Prior to performing a specific function, an EGS/EDC must demonstrate its capability to electronically send and receive transactions relating to that function with an EDC/EGS.  For example, prior to enrolling customers (supplier selection), the EGS/EDC must successfully test all 814 transactions relating to the enrollment process as well as transactions relating to billing and payment remittance functions.   If an EGS wishes to request other information from the EDC such as Historical Usage or Meter Information or perform optional functions such as changing out a meter or doing consolidated billing, it must successfully test transactions relating to those functions.   Successful testing must be completed prior to the scheduled implementation of transactions. EDCs and EGSs must be ready to test each transaction 30 days prior to the scheduled implementation of the transaction. EDCs can refuse to perform such functions in production with a supplier unless the supplier has successfully tested the transactions.


Compliance testing for EGSs will be accomplished by exchanging a set of applicable test transactions as prescribed on the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Web Site ( http://puc.paonline.com/electric/data_exchange.asp )  with each EDC with which it intends to do business.


The test utilizes transactions from the EDI standard formats described herein by both EDCs and EGSs as required.

If either the EGS or the EDC changes any of the following products, they will notify their trading partners at least 30 days in advance, and will work with their trading partners to determine appropriate testing. For instance, if an EGS changes their EDI provider, and the EDC is doing business with the new EDI provider, the EDC may only require a streamlined test. 

· GISB Provider or Software

· VAN


· EDI Provider, EDI Translator, or Software

· CIS Provider or Software

· Change in Financial Institution

If an EGS has not had any active customers, or has not utilized a specific functionality, within an EDC’s territory for a specified threshold (EDEWG agrees this will be a minimum of at least 6 months), the EDC has the right to require re-testing of the EGS and shall notify the EGS if re-testing is required. Each EDC will post their threshold on their website. This re-testing process may be a full set of testing, or a subset as mutually agreed by the trading partners. 



