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ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:


In November 1997 this Commission established the Electronic Data Exchange Working Group (“EDEWG”) to develop a standard set of data transaction guidelines for the implementation of electric competition on January 1, 1999.  Since that time, EDEWG has developed a series of reports outlining specific protocols for use by the Electric Distribution Companies (EDCs) and the Electric Generation Suppliers (EGSs) in the transfer and exchange of electronic data relating to customer information.  By Orders adopted on June 18, 1998, August 13, 1998, September 17, 1998, November 4, 1998, February 11, 1999, March 18, 1999, and June 10, 1999, the Commission approved numerous standards submitted by EDEWG governing the electronic exchange of data.  As a result, EDEWG prepared a Revised Consensus Plan (Version 2.3 November 18, 1999).


To meet requirements relating to EGS Consolidated Billing in the Commonwealth, a process for developing business practices and Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) standards was initiated at the direction of the Deputy Executive Director of this Commission.  On July 19, 1999, an initial plenary meeting was held at PECO Energy headquarters in Philadelphia.  All stakeholders of record in Pennsylvania Electric Choice were notified about this meeting and invited to participate.  An EGS Consolidated Billing Working Group, comprised of members of the EDEWG, was formed for the purpose of addressing the development of business processes/practices and Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) transactions for an EGS consolidated bill.

This Working Group prepared a document, which is appended to this Order, to provide a process for the handling of EGS consolidated billing in the Commonwealth.  Appendix A, “EGS Consolidated Billing Practices,” will serve as a template for use by the EDEWG for incorporating the applicable practices and transaction sets into the EDEWG Revised Plan.  The EGS Consolidated Billing Working Group is commended for their contributions to the important task of developing business rules and EDI transactions for this purpose.


Before “EGS Consolidated Billing Practices” is approved or implemented, we are seeking comments regarding the reasonableness of the practices set forth therein.  We encourage interested parties to submit written comments pertaining to Appendix A as soon as possible, but no later than March 16, 2000; THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED:

1.     That this Order along with Appendix A be issued to the public for comment.

2.     That a comment period ending on March 16, 2000 is hereby established.

3.     That written comments, an original and 15 copies, shall be submitted to the Secretary, Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, P. O. Box 3265, Harrisburg, PA  17105-3265.  No reply comments will be permitted.  Comments should specifically reference the above-captioned docket number.

4.     That a copy of this Order and any accompanying statements of the Commissioners be served upon all jurisdictional electric distribution companies, all licensed electric generation suppliers, the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Small Business Advocate, and the Office of Trial Staff.  Additionally, it shall be posted on the Commission’s website and shall be made available to all other interested parties.

5.     That a final Order shall be issued following the receipt and evaluation of comments filed in accordance with this Order.


BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty


Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  March 2, 2000

ORDER ENTERED:  March 2, 2000
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