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[EDC] through some sort of pre-registration process,,,23 and expects that through Allegheny-

West Penn's Plan, "customers' EOSs or other [TPSs] will be allowed to directly utilize 

Allegheny-West Penn's 'web portal' to obtain the customers' data ....,,24 

With respect to the first of these points, Allegheny-West Penn witness John C. Ahr 

explains that: 

[Constellation's] proposed pre-registration process sounds reasonable as 
long as the EOS is licensed as a Retail Supplier in Pennsylvania and is a 
registered with [Allegheny-West Penn] to do business in PA. [Allegheny
West Penn] would prefer a common agreement regarding third party 
access to customer data among all EDCs and EOSs, as the parties have 
done similarly for customer choice requirements in [Pennsylvania].25 

In addition, Mr. Ahr confirms that Allegheny-West Penn "will provide the required customer and 

authorized party access to Smart Meter data and meters through its web portal.,,26 

As Allegheny-West Penn's Smart Meter Plan was unclear on these details, but 

Allegheny-West Penn has provided necessary clarification and agreement to these points through 

its testimony, Constellation asks that the Commission approve these aspects of the Smart Meter 

Plan as clarified and proposed by Allegheny-West Penn. Constellation proposes the following 

three (3) Ordering Paragraphs: 

The Commission hereby APPROVES Allegheny-West Penn's proposal to 
work with EOSs to develop a pre-registration process for EOSs that are 
licensed as retail suppliers in Pennsylvania and that are registered with 
Allegheny-West Penn to do business in the Commonwealth, as agreed to 
by Allegheny-West Penn in AP Statement No. 2-R at p.6 (lines 4-9). 

The Commission hereby APPROVES Allegheny-West Penn's proposal to 
work with EOSs to develop a common agreement regarding third party 
access to customer data among all EDCs and EOSs, as the parties have 
done similarly for customer choice requirements in the Commonwealth, as 

23 Constellation St. 1 at pp.6 (line 21) -7 (line 1). 

24 Constellation St. 1 at p.7 (lines 4-6). 

2S AP Statement No. 2-R at p.6 (lines 4-9). 

26 AP Statement No. 2-R at p.6 (lines 18-20). 
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agreed to by Allegheny-West Penn in AP Statement No. 2-R at p.6 (lines 
4-9). 

The Commission hereby APPROVES the electronic access provisions of 
the Smart Meter Plan, as clarified in AP Statement No. 2-R at p.6 (lines 
18-20). 

(b)� The Commission shouldrequireA Ilegheny-iresl Penn 10 
proYideftr allCommercialand/nduslrialcuslomers /5
minule inleryaldala updaledandmade ayailable on anhourfy 
basis or.. al a minimum, on a daify (24-houd basIs 

The Implementation Order states specifically that each EDC's Smart Meter technology 

must support the: 

[a]bility to provide 15 minute or shorter interval data to customers, EOSs, 
third parties and the [RTO] on a daily basis, consistent with the data 
availability, transfer and security standards adopted by the RT0.27 

In addition, the Commission states that such technology should provide "[a] minimum of hourly 

reads delivered at least once per day,,,28 and that Smart Meters should provide additional 

capabilities - over and above these requirements - if it is technologically and economically 

feasible. 29 

It seems clear, then, that a minimum, the Implementation Order requires that Allegheny-

West Penn's Smart Meter Plan provide for the implementation of Smart Meters that "provide 15 

minute ... interval data ... on a daily basis," as noted above. While a commitment to this 

requirement was not apparent to Constellation in the Plan, Allegheny-West Penn witness Ahr 

provided necessary clarification, affirming that: 

[Allegheny Power] is compliant with the directive on the ability to provide 
15 minute or shorter interval data to customers, EOSs, third parties and the 

27 Implementation Order at p.16.� 

28 Implementation Order at p.16.� 

29 Implementation Order at pp.16-17 (stating that EDCs should be able "to upgrade these minimum capabilities as� 
technology advances and becomes economically feasible"). 
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regional transmission organization ("RTO) on a daily basis ... [and] will 
provide the usage data within 24 hours of its capture by the Smart Meter. 30 

The Commission should approve this aspect of Allegheny-West Penn's plan, as it is in the public 

interest to provide this 15-minute interval data access to customers on a daily basis, at a 

mInImum. 

With respect to the timeliness of making such 15-minute interval data available, though, 

Constellation witness Fein explains in detail why 15-minute data on an hourly basis is important 

to all sizes of Commercial and Industrial ("C&I") customers, and provides evidence as to why 

going beyond the Implementation Order's minimum frequency - providing 15-minute data on an 

hourly basis rather than only on the Commission's minimum daily basis recommendation - is 

also in the public interest for C&I customers. Specifically, Mr. Fein explains that: 

In today's competitive business environment, all sizes of [C&I] customers 
are thinking about energy as a strategic asset integral to every aspect of the 
bottom line. The capacity to actively monitor and manage usage and 
adjust operations accordingly reflects the increasingly sophisticated 
energy strategies now available. Load response solutions, for instance, are 
particularly attractive to businesses that have already invested in 
intelligent building designs, and wish to leverage the full spectrum of the 
energy chain to maximize these energy investment decisions. 
[Constellation] and other EGSs are helping customers adapt successfully 
to this new energy paradigm and positioning them to make the most of the 
opportunity to participate in the emerging energy marketplace of the 21 st 
Century. Overlaying Smart Meter technologies onto existing open 
platforms makes it possible to more successfully harness and shape load 
whether the load is distributed across a single facility, college campus, or 
retail chain with multiple locations throughout a large geographic area. 
This ability to shift and shape load across multiple buildings is going to 
reveal itself to be the smartest and most efficient way to create the virtual 
peaking plants and intelligent buildings of the greener energy grid of the 
future. Innovations of this magnitude in our built environment, by virtue 
of its role in consumption, have the potential to shift our understanding of 
energy generation, demand and load allocation in an entirely new 
direction. This shift in direction, however, while possible is only likely to 
occur if the proper access to data is available to customers and their EGSs 

30 AP Statement No. 2-R at p.7 (lines 9-14). 
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in quick, easy and straightforward manners, and if the data provided by 
such new Smart Meter technologies is as specific and frequent as 
possible. 31 

This is consistent with the Commission's own statements in the Implementation Order, 

recognizing that it is important to think beyond Act I29's minimum requirements, because: 

smart meter technology can support more than demand response and 
pricing programs. Smart meters have the ability to support maintenance 
and repair functions, theft detection, system security, consumer assistance 
programs, customer generator net metering, and other programs that 
increase an EDC's efficiencies and reduce operating costs. 32 

In this way, while providing I5-minute data on a daily basis at a minimum will encourage new 

innovation and efficiencies in energy use, going beyond this minimum in order to provide such 

I5-minute data on an hourly basis will go even further to allow all C&I customers to take 

advantage of new energy infrastructure and shape new energy and resource management 

innovation. Allegheny-West Penn and its witness Mr. Ahr did not address this proposal by 

Constellation. 

As Constellation has provided sufficient evidence to support going beyond the 

Implementation Order's minimum goal, which evidence has not been rebutted, Constellation 

proposes the following Ordering Paragraph: 

The Commission hereby ORDERS Allegheny-West Penn to revise its 
Smart Meter Plan to provide to all Commercial and Industrial customers 
and their designated EGSs and TPSs I5-minute interval data on an hourly 
basis. 

31 Constellation St. 1 at pp.8 (line 14) - 9 (line 12). 

32 Implementation Order at p.16. 
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Alternatively, if the Commission does not move to require Allegheny-West Penn to provide 15

minute data on an hourly basis, despite the evidence in the record, Constellation proposes the 

following Ordering Paragraph: 

The Commission hereby APPROVES the Allegheny-West Penn Plan's 
provision of IS-minute interval data on a daily (24-hour) basis, as clarified 
in AP Statement No. 2-R at p.7 (lines 9-14). 

(2)� .D£FAOLTS£.Rr/c£ fl7HOL£SAL£SUPPL/£.R ACC£SS 
TO UP-TO-.DAT£; AGG.R£GAT£; CLASS-/lY-CLASS 
.DATA .DU.R/JVGAJV.DAFT£.R ALL£GH£JVY-fI7£STP£JVJVJ' 
SA/A.RT A/£T£.R PLAJV/A/PL£A/£JVTAT/OJV 

With respect to the Smart Meter requirements under Act 129, Governor Rendell's office 

explains that: 

A smart meter gives consumers the information they need to better control 
their energy consumption, such as the current cost of power or whether 
they are in a peak rate period. Armed with this information, consumers can 
choose to use energy when it is cheapest and cut back at times when it is 
most expensive.33 

In this way, as Constellation witness Fein explains, "it is clear that one intention of Smart Meter 

proliferation is to change the way that consumers use energy from the manner in which they 

typically may use it today - Le., to change customers' usage patterns and profiles.,,34 In order to 

help Allegheny-West Penn's Default Service suppliers to best predict and accordingly plan for 

new patterns in energy usage, Mr. Fein recommended "that Allegheny-West Penn provide to 

such suppliers the most up-to-date and accurate information available with respect to both its 

progress in implementing its Smart Meter Plan," and the amount of energy used by each 

33 See� Constellation St. 1 at pp.9-10 (quoting Governor Rendell Signs Energy Conservation Bill to Save 
Consumers Millions on Electricity,' Urges Legislature to Pass Rate Mitigation Bill, Press Release, Pennsylvania 
Office of the Governor (issued Oct. 15,2008)). 

34 Constellation St. 1 at p.1O (lines 14-16). 

13 
128479.0061 l/I 1960583v.1 



customer class - in the aggregate. 35 Specifically, Constellation recommended that Allegheny-

West Penn provide: 

•� Monthly updates on the numbers of Smart Meters installed by 
customer class pursuant to Allegheny-West Penn's Smart Meter Plan; 
and 

•� As soon in time as possible, but no later than after 48 hours (as 
required under the Implementation Order with respect to customer 
access to Smart Meter data), validated aggregate customer 
consumption data, by customer class, for every hour of every day.36 

In response to Mr. Fein's suggestions, Allegheny-West Penn witness Ahr stated that 

"[p]roviding monthly updates on the number of smart meters installed appears reasonable,,,37 and 

suggested that: 

the EDCs, Constellation and other EOSs fooo a working group to address 
this issue and others associated with data access by third parties so a 
unifooo and consistent process can be followed across the 
Commonwealth so as not to burden consumers with added expenses by 
EDCs and EOSs having to follow unique procedures. 38 

In light of Allegheny-West Penn witness Ahr's testimony, Constellation asks that the 

Commission approve these two proposals agreed to and suggested by Allegheny-West Penn and 

proposes the following two (2) Ordering Paragraphs: 

The Commission hereby APPROVES Constellation's proposal and 
ORDERS Allegheny-West Penn to revise its Plan in order to provide 
monthly updates on the number of Smart Meters installed, as agreed to by 
Allegheny-West Penn in AP Statement No. 2-R at p.8 (line 9). 

The Commission hereby APPROVES Allegheny-West Penn's proposal to 
form a working group to address issues associated with data access by 
Default Service suppliers, EOSs and other third parties so that a unifooo 
and consistent process can be followed across the Commonwealth, as 

35 Constellation St. 1 at pp.lO (line 23) - 11 (line 4). 

36 Constellation St. I at p.11 (lines 13-18). 

37 AP Statement No. 2-R at p.8 (line 9). 

38 AP Statement No. 2-R at p.8 (lines 3-7). 
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agreed to by Allegheny-West Penn in AP Statement No. 2-R at p.8 (lines 
3-7). 

c.� SECURITY AND PRIVACY 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

B.� COST ISSUES 

1.� REASONABLENESS/PRUDENCY 

a.� COMPANY POSITION 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

b.� TOTAL BENEFITS AND COSTS 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

c.� INDIVIDUAL PLAN COMPONENT COSTS (INCLUDING 
IHDS) 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

d.� LOW INCOME IMPACT 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

2.� COST ALLOCATION 

a.� COMPANY PROPOSAL (INCLUDING SINGLE VERSUS 
THREE PHASE NON-RESIDENTIAL PROPOSAL) 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

b.� COST OF SERVICE STUDY 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

c.� ALLOCATION OF JOINT AND COMMON COSTS 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

d.� ALLOCATION OF COSTS TO WV AND MD 
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Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

3.� RATE DESIGN 

a.� COMPANY PROPOSAL, INCLUDING VARIABLE RATE 
PROPOSAL REGARDING RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

b.� COST OF SERVICE STUDY 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

4.� REVENUE REQUIREMENT 

a.� COMPANY PROPOSAL 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

b.� RATEOFRETURN 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

c.� METER ASSET LIFE 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

d.� RECOVERY OF STRANDED INVESTMENT 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

e.� CAPITAL STRUCTURE 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

f.� COST RATE FOR DEBT AND PREFERRED STOCK 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

5.� INTEREST 

a.� COMPANY PROPOSAL 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

b.� INTEREST FOR OVER- AND UNDER-COLLECTIONS 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 
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c. APPLICABLE RATE AND COMPUTATION OF RATE 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

d. ONE DIRECTIONAL INTEREST 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

e. DEFERRAL 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

6. COST RECOVERY MECHANISM REVIEW PROCESS 

a. ANNUAL REVIEW SCHEDULE PROPOSED BY OTS 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

b. QUARTERLY UPDATES PROPOSED BY OTS 

Constellation offers no position on this issue. 

VI. CONCLUSION 

Allegheny-West Penn's Smart Meter Plan, including Constellation's proposed 

improvements to data access and frequency herein, is supported by substantial evidence in the 

record before the Commission. The Smart Meter Plan, coupled with improved access to and 

frequency of customer data, will encourage customers to adapt successfully to the new energy 

paradigm in the Commonwealth and, in tum, will better assure that Allegheny-West Penn's 

customers are well positioned to make the most of the opportunity to participate in the emerging 

energy marketplace of the 21 st Century. 
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