PENNSYLVANIA UTILITY LAW PROJECT

118 LOCUST STREET
HARRISBURG, PA 17101-1414

JULIE GEORGE, ESq. PHONE: (717) 236-9486, EXT. 214
JGEORGEPULP@PALEGALAID.NET Fax: (717) 233-4088

January 4, 2010

Via Electronic¢ Filing (E-filing)

Secretary James J. McNulty
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
Commonwealth Keystone Building

400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Re:  Petition of West Penn Power Company d/b/a Allegheny Power for Expedited
Approval of its Smart Meter Technology Procurement and Installation Plan
Docket No. M-2009-2123951
Dear Secretary McNulty:

Enclosed for filing, please find the Answer of the Association of Community
Organizations for Reform Now (“ACORN”) in the above captioned proceeding.

Copies of this letter have been provided to all parties of record in the manner indicated on
the enclosed Certificate of Service.

Very truly yours,
Julie George
Counsel for ACORN
Encl.
cc: Certificate of Service

The Honorable Mark A. Hoyer



BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Petition of West Penn Power Company
d/b/a Allegheny Power for Expedited
Approval of its Smart Meter Technology
Procurement and Installation Plan

Docket No. M-2009-2123951

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have today served ACORN’s Answer on the parties of record in this
proceeding listed below, in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54 (relating to

service by a party).
Via Electronic Mail and First Class Mail

John L. Munsch, Esq.

West Penn Power Company
800 Cabin Hill Drive
Greensburg, PA 15601-7737
jmunsch@alleghenypower.com

John F. Povilaitis, Esq.
Matthew A. Totino, Esq.

W. Edwin Ogden, Esq.

Ryan, Russell, Ogden & Seltzer
800 North Third Street

Suite 101

Harrisburg, PA 17102-2025
ipovilaitis@ryanrussell.com
mtotino@ryanrussell.com
eogden@ryanrussell.com
Counsel for Allegheny Power

Lauren Lepkoski, Esq.

Office of the Small Business Advocate
Commerce, Bidg., Suite 1102

300 North 2™ Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101
llepkoski(@state.pa.us

Theodore S. Robinson
Citizen Power

2121 Murray Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15217
Robinson@citizenpower.com

Richard A. Kanaskie, Esq.

Adeoulu Bakare, Esq.

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
Office of Trial Staff

Commonwealth Keystone Bldg.

400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120
rkanaskie@state.pa.us
abakare(@state.pa.us

Counsel for the Office of Trial Staff

Christy M. Appleby, Esq.

Tanya J. McCloskey, Esq.

Office of the Consumer Advocate
555 Walnut Street

5™ Floor, Forum Place
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923
cappleby@paoca.org
tmccloskey@paoca.org




Susan E. Bruce, Esq.

Adam L. Benshoff, Esq.

Shelby Linton-Keddie, Esq.
McNees Wallace & Nurick, LLC
100 Pine Street

PO Box 1166

Harrisburg, PA 17108-1166
sbruce@mwn.com
abenshoff@mwn.com
skeddie@mwn.com

Christopher A. Lewis, Esq.
Christopher R. Sharp, Esq.
Melanie J. Tambolas, Esq.
Blank Rome LLP

One Logan Square
Philadelphia, PA 19103
lewis(@blankrome.com
sharp(@blankrome.com
tambolas@blankrome.com

Dated: January 4, 2010

Scott Perry, Esq.
Aspassia V. Staevska, Esq.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

RCSOB, 9™ floor

400 Market Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
scperry(@state.pa.us
astaevska(@state.pa.us

Julie George, Esquire
Pennsylvania Utility Law Project
118 Locust Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101
jgeorgepulp@palegalaid.net

Counsel for ACORN



BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Petition of West Penn Power d/b/a
Allegheny Power for Expedited :
Approval of its Smart Meter : Docket No. M-2009-2123951

Technology  Procurement and :
Installation Plan

ANSWER OF THE ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATIONS FOR REFORM NOW (“ACORN”)

West Penn Power d/b/a Allegheny Power (“Allegheny or Company”) filed with
the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (“Commission”) on December 18, 2009 a
Petition to Modify a Prior Commission Order and to Reopen the Evidentiary Record
(“Petition”). The Company requests that the Commission reopen the record for the
introduction of “limited additional evidence.” Petition at 1. The Company makes this
request in an effort to narrow the differences between parties and as a result of the
Company’s better understanding of other parties” positions through the settlement
process. Id. at 3. In addition to the submission of new evidence, the Company petitions
the Commission to modify the procedural schedule. Id. at 8-9.

The Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now (“ACORN™)
supports the Company’s proposal to reopen the record in an effort to narrow the gap
between the positions of the Company and the other parties. ACORN welcomes the

proposed changes by the Company as they would appear to be intended to reduce the cost



impact of the Company’s Smart Meter Procurement and Installation Plan (“SMIP”) on
customers. However, ACORN is concerned the procedural schedule proposed by the
Company is too abbreviated. The Company’s proposals need to be evaluated properly by
all of the parties, which will require more time than the 17 days allotted by the
Company’s proposed schedule. Petition at 8. ACORN recommends the Commission
return this matter to the ALJ who can then establish an appropriate procedural schedule in

consultation with the parties.

WHEREFORE, ACORN supports the Company’s Petition to Modify a Prior
Commission Order and to Reopen the Evidentiary Record and extend the due date for the
ALJ’s Recommended Decision. However, ACORN respectfully requests the
Commission allow the ALJ to establish a more extended period of time for the review of
the Company’s proposed changes to its Smart Meter Procurement and Implementation

Plan.

Respectfully submitted,

Harry S. Geller, Esquire

John C. Gerhard, Esquire

Julie George, Esquire
Pennsylvania Utility Law Project
118 Locust Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101

Phone: 717-236-9486

Fax: 717-233-4088
pulp@palegalaid.net

Counsel for ACORN

Dated: January 4, 2010



