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On October 20, 2011, information regarding the Northeast-Pocono Reliability Project was 

provided to the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 

Commission (PFBC), the Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC), and the Pennsylvania 

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR).  This information was provided in 

accordance with the Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program’s Pennsylvania Natural Diversity 

Inventory (PNDI) program, which provides information on the location and status of important 

ecological resources such as plants, mammals, fish, insects, and natural communities.  

Correspondences from these agencies regarding the potential presence of these ecological 

resources within the project area are provided in this attachment.   

 

Wetlands and waterways within the right-of-way of the Northeast-Pocono Reliability Project 

have been delineated using PADEP and USACE approved methodologies.  The findings from 

the delineation are being developed into a Wetland Delineation Report that will be filed with the 

PADEP/USACE Joint Permit Application required for the construction of this project.  

Information on the location of these features has been used by project engineers in the placement 

of transmission poles and alignment of access roads.  Through the use of this information, only 

nine (9) poles of an estimated 414 total poles would be located in a wetland area.  Evaluation of 

the development of temporary versus permanent access roads through wetlands and across 

waterways is being conducted by project engineers.  Unavoidable impacts to these features will 

be reviewed with PADEP and USACE to determine the form and level of mitigation that will be 

required.  Pre-application meetings with these agencies have been coordinated and discussions 

regarding the project are on-going.  

 

























 
December 30, 2011 Large Project PNDI Review 
 
Mr. David Yezuita 
URS Corporation 
335 Commerce Drive 
Fort Washington, Pennsylvania 19034 
 
Re:  PPL –Jenkins Substation to West Pocono Substation 230 kV Transmission Line 
 Plains, Bear Creek, and Buck Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania  

 
Dear Mr. Yezuita, 
 
Thank you for submitting your Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Large Project 
Environmental Review request.  The Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) screened this 
project for potential impacts to species and resources of concern under PGC responsibility, 
which includes birds and mammals only. 
 
Potential Impact Anticipated 

PNDI records indicate species or resources of concern are located in the vicinity of the project.  
The PGC has received and thoroughly reviewed the information that you provided to this office 
as well as PNDI data, and has determined that potential impacts to threatened, endangered, and 
species of special concern birds and mammals may be associated with your project.  Therefore, 
additional measures are necessary to avoid potential impacts to the species listed below. 
 

Scientific Name Common Name PA Status 
Myotis leibii Eastern Small-footed Bat THREATENED 
Myotis septentrionalis Northern myotis SPECIAL CONCERN 

 
Next Steps 
 
The following surveys should be performed for above listed species so that a more accurate 
determination can be made: 
 

 Eastern small-footed bat habitat assessment. All rocky habitat that may offer suitable 
roost sites for eastern small-footed bats should be completely delineated (with GIS 
shapefiles provided) and photo-documented. Any rocky habitat that is identified, but not 
considered to be suitable eastern small-footed bat roost habitat should also be photo-
documented and a written narrative shall be provided describing the reason(s) for its non-
suitability. 
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 Bat mist netting with telemetry for state threatened and endangered species. The project 
area shall be surveyed between May 15 and August 15 following the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Services Indiana Bat Mist-Netting Guidelines (attached).   Mist net surveys 
should be conducted by a qualified bat surveyor listed on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Qualified Indiana Bat Surveyor list. Suitable eastern small-footed bats that may 
be captured during the mist net survey should be radio-tracked following the PGC’s 
Small-footed Myotis Mist-Net/Telemetry Protocol (attached).   

A copy of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Qualified Indiana Bat Surveyor list can be obtained 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services State College, PA field office. A PGC Special Use 
Permit will need to be obtained by the consultant prior to conducting any of the above listed 
surveys that involve the handling of bats.  Finally, a draft mist-net survey plan shall be submitted 
to the PGC for review and concurrence prior to initiating the above listed surveys. 

Additionally, portions of the above referenced project are located on and adjacent to State Game 
Lands #91.  Please contact Northeast Regional Office at (570) 675-1143 to discuss potential 
impacts to State Game Lands that may have occurred as a result of this project and to determine 
if any mitigation efforts are required. 
 
This response represents the most up-to-date summary of the PNDI data files and is valid for one 
(1) year from the date of this letter.  An absence of recorded information does not necessarily 
imply actual conditions on site.  Should project plans change or additional information on listed 
or proposed species become available, this determination may be reconsidered. 
 
Should the proposed work continue beyond the period covered by this letter, please resubmit the 
project to this agency as an “Update” (including an updated PNDI receipt, project narrative and 
accurate map).  If the proposed work has not changed and no additional information concerning 
listed species is found, the project will be cleared for PNDI requirements under this agency for 
an additional year. 
 
This finding applies to impacts to birds and mammals only.  To complete your review of state 
and federally-listed threatened and endangered species and species of special concern, please be 
sure that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the PA Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, and/or the PA Fish and Boat Commission have been contacted regarding this project 
as directed by the online PNDI ER Tool found at www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Olivia A. Mowery 
Environmental Planner 
Division of Environmental Planning & Habitat Protection 
Bureau of Wildlife Habitat Management 
Phone: 717-787-4250, Extension 3128 
Fax: 717-787-6957 
E-mail:OMowery@pa.gov 
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A PNHP Partner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OAM/oam 
 
Enclosures:  USFWS Indiana Bat Mist-netting Guidelines 

PGC Small-footed Myotis Mist-Net/Telemetry Protocol 
 
cc: Librandi Mumma 
 DuBrock 
 Brauning 
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 Sussenbach 
 File 
 
 

 









 
December 30, 2011 Large Project PNDI Review 
 
Mr. David Yezuita 
URS Corporation 
335 Commerce Drive 
Fort Washington, Pennsylvania 19034 
 
Re:  PPL – Northeast/Pocono Reliability Project 
 West Pocono Substation to North Pocono Substation 230 kV Transmission Line 

Buck Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania 
Thornhurst, Clifton, and Covington Townships, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania 
Sterling and Lehigh Townships, Wayne County, Pennsylvania 
 

Dear Mr. Yezuita, 
 
Thank you for submitting your Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Large Project 
Environmental Review request.  The Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) screened this 
project for potential impacts to species and resources of concern under PGC responsibility, 
which includes birds and mammals only. 
 
Potential Impact Anticipated 

PNDI records indicate species or resources of concern are located in the vicinity of the project.  
The PGC has received and thoroughly reviewed the information that you provided to this office 
as well as PNDI data, and has determined that potential impacts to threatened, endangered, and 
species of special concern birds and mammals may be associated with your project.  Therefore, 
additional measures are necessary to avoid potential impacts to the species listed below. 
 

Scientific Name Common Name PA Status 
Myotis leibii Eastern Small-footed Bat THREATENED 

 
Next Steps 
 
The following survey should be performed for above listed species so that a more accurate 
determination can be made: 
 

 Bat mist netting with telemetry for state threatened and endangered species. The project 
area shall be surveyed between May 15 and August 15 following the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Services Indiana Bat Mist-Netting Guidelines (attached).   Mist net surveys 
should be conducted by a qualified bat surveyor listed on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Qualified Indiana Bat Surveyor list. Suitable eastern small-footed bats that may 
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be captured during the mist net survey should be radio-tracked following the PGC’s 
Small-footed Myotis Mist-Net/Telemetry Protocol (attached).   

A copy of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Qualified Indiana Bat Surveyor list can be obtained 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services State College, PA field office. A PGC Special Use 
Permit will need to be obtained by the consultant prior to conducting any of the above listed 
surveys that involve the handling of bats.  Finally, a draft mist-net survey plan shall be submitted 
to the PGC for review and concurrence prior to initiating the above listed surveys. 

Additionally, portions of the above referenced project are located on and adjacent to State Game 
Lands #135.  Please contact Northeast Regional Office at (570) 675-1143 to discuss potential 
impacts to State Game Lands that may have occurred as a result of this project and to determine 
if any mitigation efforts are required. 
 
This response represents the most up-to-date summary of the PNDI data files and is valid for one 
(1) year from the date of this letter.  An absence of recorded information does not necessarily 
imply actual conditions on site.  Should project plans change or additional information on listed 
or proposed species become available, this determination may be reconsidered. 
 
Should the proposed work continue beyond the period covered by this letter, please resubmit the 
project to this agency as an “Update” (including an updated PNDI receipt, project narrative and 
accurate map).  If the proposed work has not changed and no additional information concerning 
listed species is found, the project will be cleared for PNDI requirements under this agency for 
an additional year. 
 
This finding applies to impacts to birds and mammals only.  To complete your review of state 
and federally-listed threatened and endangered species and species of special concern, please be 
sure that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the PA Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, and/or the PA Fish and Boat Commission have been contacted regarding this project 
as directed by the online PNDI ER Tool found at www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Olivia A. Mowery 
Environmental Planner 
Division of Environmental Planning & Habitat Protection 
Bureau of Wildlife Habitat Management 
Phone: 717-787-4250, Extension 3128 
Fax: 717-787-6957 
E-mail:OMowery@pa.gov 
 
A PNHP Partner 
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Enclosures:  USFWS Indiana Bat Mist-netting Guidelines 

PGC Small-footed Myotis Mist-Net/Telemetry Protocol 
 
cc: Librandi Mumma 
 DuBrock 
 Brauning 
 Butchkoski 
 Turner 
 Schweitzer 
 Sussenbach 
 File 
 
 

 









 
December 30, 2011 Large Project PNDI Review 
 
Mr. David Yezuita 
URS Corporation 
335 Commerce Drive 
Fort Washington, Pennsylvania 19034 
 
Re:  PPL – Northeast/Pocono Reliability Project 
 North Pocono Substation to Paupack Substation 230 kV Transmission Line 

Covington Township, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania 
Sterling, Lehigh, Madison, Salem and Paupack Townships, Wayne County, Pennsylvania 
 

Dear Mr. Yezuita, 
 
Thank you for submitting your Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Large Project 
Environmental Review request.  The Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) screened this 
project for potential impacts to species and resources of concern under PGC responsibility, 
which includes birds and mammals only. 
 
Potential Impact Anticipated 

PNDI records indicate species or resources of concern are located in the vicinity of the project.  
The PGC has received and thoroughly reviewed the information that you provided to this office 
as well as PNDI data, and has determined that potential impacts to threatened, endangered, and 
species of special concern birds and mammals may be associated with your project.  Therefore, 
additional measures are necessary to avoid potential impacts to the species listed below. 
 

Scientific Name Common Name PA Status 
Glaucomys sabrinus Northern flying squirrel ENDANGERED 
Myotis leibii Eastern Small-footed Bat THREATENED 

 
Next Steps 
 
The following surveys should be performed for above listed species so that a more accurate 
determination can be made: 
 

 Northern flying squirrel habitat assessment. State endangered northern flying squirrels 
have been documented in the vicinity of the proposed project area and the potential for 
suitable habitat exists.  In Pennsylvania, northern flying squirrels are tied closely to old 
growth forests or mature stands with a significant conifer component.  We recommend a 
northern flying squirrel habitat assessment be completed for the portions of the project 
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area located north of State Route 191 to document the presence or absence of such 
habitat. All suitable habitat should be completely delineated (with GIS shapefiles 
provided) and photo documented. Potential northern flying squirrel habitat, once 
identified, should be avoided to the greatest extent practicable. 

 Bat mist netting with telemetry for state threatened and endangered species. The project 
area shall be surveyed between May 15 and August 15 following the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Services Indiana Bat Mist-Netting Guidelines (attached).   Mist net surveys 
should be conducted by a qualified bat surveyor listed on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Qualified Indiana Bat Surveyor list. Suitable eastern small-footed bats that may 
be captured during the mist net survey should be radio-tracked following the PGC’s 
Small-footed Myotis Mist-Net/Telemetry Protocol (attached).   

A copy of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Qualified Indiana Bat Surveyor list can be obtained 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services State College, PA field office. A PGC Special Use 
Permit will need to be obtained by the consultant prior to conducting any of the above listed 
surveys that involve the handling of bats.  Finally, a draft mist-net survey plan shall be submitted 
to the PGC for review and concurrence prior to initiating the above listed surveys. 
 
This response represents the most up-to-date summary of the PNDI data files and is valid for one 
(1) year from the date of this letter.  An absence of recorded information does not necessarily 
imply actual conditions on site.  Should project plans change or additional information on listed 
or proposed species become available, this determination may be reconsidered. 
 
Should the proposed work continue beyond the period covered by this letter, please resubmit the 
project to this agency as an “Update” (including an updated PNDI receipt, project narrative and 
accurate map).  If the proposed work has not changed and no additional information concerning 
listed species is found, the project will be cleared for PNDI requirements under this agency for 
an additional year. 
 
This finding applies to impacts to birds and mammals only.  To complete your review of state 
and federally-listed threatened and endangered species and species of special concern, please be 
sure that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the PA Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, and/or the PA Fish and Boat Commission have been contacted regarding this project 
as directed by the online PNDI ER Tool found at www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Olivia A. Mowery 
Environmental Planner 
Division of Environmental Planning & Habitat Protection 
Bureau of Wildlife Habitat Management 
Phone: 717-787-4250, Extension 3128 
Fax: 717-787-6957 
E-mail:OMowery@pa.gov 
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A PNHP Partner 
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Enclosures:  USFWS Indiana Bat Mist-netting Guidelines 

PGC Small-footed Myotis Mist-Net/Telemetry Protocol 
 
cc: Librandi Mumma 
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