BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Petition of PECO Energy Company for Approval 

:

of its Default Service Program



:
P-2012-2283641

PECO Energy Company Universal Service and 

:
Energy Conservation Plan for 2013-2015


:
M-2012-2290911

PREHEARING ORDER


On January 3, 2013, a Secretarial letter was issued to address procedural issues in the above captioned PECO Energy Company, Inc. (“PECO”) proceedings.


In its Opinion and Order entered on October 12, 2012, in PECO’s default service plan proceeding, the Commission directed PECO to develop a Shopping Plan that will allow its CAP customers to purchase generation supply from electric generation suppliers (“EGSs”) by January 1, 2014.  


On November 8, 2012, the Commission issued a Tentative Order seeking comments on specific aspects of PECO’s CAP Plan, including whether design changes should be made, such as to convert the plan to one that is based on percent of income.  In the Tentative Order, the Commission expressed concerns about the affordability of PECO’s current program structure and noted that, generally, percent of income plans are more affordable for customers.  


Several comments and reply comments were filed.



Upon review of the comments and reply comments, the Commission noted that some interested parties share the Commission’s concerns and some have requested the opportunity to participate in an evidentiary proceeding before an Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) to more fully review and analyze relevant data.  Additionally, other comments suggest that these issues might be capable of being addressed through a collaborative process.  


To ensure that critical decisions about the structure of PECO’s CAP Plan are made before PECO has to file the Shopping Plan (which, due to the extension of time, is now on or around May 1, 2013), the Commission plans to adopt a Final Order on the CAP Plan by April 4, 2013.  Therefore, the CAP Plan was assigned to the Office of Administrative Law Judge to conduct any necessary evidentiary hearings and briefing, and certify the record (if any) to the Commission by March 1, 2013.  



The Commission stated that concurrently with the hearing process described above, between now and March 1, 2013, the Commission encourages PECO to engage the other parties in collaborative discussions about the CAP Plan.  To the extent any consensus resolutions are achieved, PECO is directed to file a revised CAP Plan or settlement agreement with the Commission by March 1, 2013.   



This matter was assigned to Administrative Law Judge Cynthia Williams Fordham. 



A telephonic prehearing conference will be held on Tuesday, January 15, 2013 at 1:30 p.m.  The parties in Philadelphia are welcome to come to an available hearing room on the 4th floor at 801 Market Street.  (The entrance is on 8th Street.  When you get to the 4th floor, go to the desk and call (215) 560-2105.)  The parties in Harrisburg will meet in Hearing Room 2 on the Plaza Level of the Commonwealth Keystone Building.  If you are not in the Philadelphia or Harrisburg area please contact my office if you would like to participate. 


The Commission's regulation concerning prehearing conferences in a nonrate proceeding is located at 52 Pa. Code §5.222.  We will discuss the following:




1)
A proposed plan and schedule of discovery;




2)
Possibility of settlement;




3)
Issues;




4)
Amount of hearing time needed;




5)
Witnesses;




6)
Schedule for submission of testimony, hearings and briefs; and



7)
any other appropriate matter.



Counsel should submit a prehearing memorandum addressing the agenda items on or before 2 p.m. on Monday, January 14, 2013.  Counsel can e-mail the memoranda to me and the other counsel.



Any documents filed in this proceeding should be served on me at the Philadelphia office and the active participants.  52 Pa. Code § 154(a) and (d).  My address is:

Administrative Law Judge Cynthia Williams Fordham

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

801 Market Street, Suite 4063

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Telephone:  (215) 560-2105

Fax:  (215) 560-3133



Since documents can be submitted to the presiding officer and the participants by e-mail, e-mail addresses will be included on the counsel service list.  Please check the list for omissions and errors and contact my office to make corrections.  My e-mail address is cfordham@pa.gov.

ORDER



THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:



That the parties shall comply with the procedural rules and regulations discussed herein.

Date:  January 9, 2013



__________________________________








Cynthia Williams Fordham
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