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	Commissioners Present:

Robert F. Powelson, Chairman
John F. Coleman, Jr., Vice Chairman
Wayne E. Gardner
James H. Cawley
Pamela A. Witmer


	


	Petition of PECO Energy Company for
Approval of its Default Service Program II
	P-2012-2283641

	
	

	Joint Petition of Metropolitan Edison      Company, Pennsylvania Electric Company,
Pennsylvania Power Company and
West Penn Power Company for Approval of
Their Default Service Programs

Petition of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation
for Approval of a Default Service Program
and Procurement Plan

Petition of Duquesne Light Company
For Approval of a Default Service Program
And Procurement Plan for the Period
June 1, 2013 through May 31, 2015


	                                      P-2011-2273650
                                      P-2011-2273668
                                      P-2011-2273669
                                      P-2011-2273670


                                      P-2012-2302074 



                                       P-2012-2301664




TENTATIVE ORDER ON RECONSIDERATION


BY THE COMMISSION:


	Pursuant to Section 703(g) of the Public Utility Code (Code), 66 Pa. C.S. § 703(g), the Public Utility Commission (Commission) is providing notice that it will reconsider one issue which is common in each of the above-captioned default service proceedings.  In each of these proceedings, the Commission directed the petitioning electric distribution company (EDC) to implement a Retail Opt-In (ROI) Program for residential and small commercial and industrial customers.  The ROI Program was required to provide a four-month discount from the EDC’s price to compare (PTC), followed by an eight-month fixed price offer by participating electric generation suppliers.  Customers who remained in the program for the first four months would receive a fifty dollar bonus.  There would be no penalty for leaving the ROI Program at any time.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  See, e.g., Petition of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for Approval of a Default Service Program and Procurement Plan, Docket No. P-2012-2302074 (Order entered January 24, 2013) (PPL DSP Order) at 139-140.] 


	In addition to the directed ROI Program, we directed each of the affected EDCs to implement a Standard Offer Referral Program for residential and small commercial and industrial customers.  The Standard Offer Referral Program also provided a discount from the EDC’s PTC for a twelve-month term.[footnoteRef:2]  In each of these proceedings, the EDC was directed to stagger implementation of the ROI and the Standard Offer Programs on or before specific dates, approximately one month apart.[footnoteRef:3]   [2:  See, e.g., PPL DSP Order at 170.  ]  [3:  For example, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation was directed to implement its ROI Program no later than July 1, 2013, and its Standard Offer Referral Program no later than August 1, 2013.  Id. at 178. ] 


	Upon further reflection, we are reconsidering the implementation schedule for the ROI Program in each of the above-captioned proceedings.  The ROI Program discussed in each of these proceedings is expected to provide residential and small commercial and industrial customers with appropriate incentives to participate in Pennsylvania’s retail electricity market and provide a positive shopping experience.  The Standard Offer Referral Program was designed with the same objective, although that program’s structure is somewhat different.  We are concerned that implementation of the ROI Program so close in time to the implementation of the Standard Offer Referral Program may result in confusion for customers.   

	Based on the foregoing concerns, we tentatively plan to postpone implementation of the ROI Program in each of the affected EDC service territories in order to permit the Standard Offer Customer Referral Program to move forward on its own.  The Commission will revisit the ROI Program after we have had the opportunity to consider the ongoing results of the Standard Offer Referral Program.  

	We direct that this Tentative Order be served on all Parties in the above-captioned proceedings.  Any comments must be filed within ten days of the entry of this Tentative Order.  

	We also direct that each of the affected EDCs immediately postpone the implementation of their ROI Programs, pending the outcome of our reconsideration set forth herein.  Further, to the extent that the above-referenced Orders have directed that collaboratives be developed as well as other specific ROI implementation dates, those schedules are hereby held in abeyance, pending the outcome of our reconsideration stated in this Tentative Order.  
  
Conclusion

Based upon the foregoing discussion, we are providing notice of our intent to reconsider our prior Orders in these proceedings and we hereby postpone the implementation of the Retail Opt-In Programs as directed above.  We are also providing the Parties in these proceedings with the opportunity to provide written comments on this issue; THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED:

		1.  That, pursuant to Section 703(g) of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. § 703(g), the Commission hereby provides notice of its intention to reconsider the Orders entered at Docket Numbers P-2012-2283641; P-2011-2273650; P-2011-2273668; P‑2011-2273669; P-2011-2273670; P-2012-2302074; and P-2012-2301664, to the extent that those Orders directed the implementation of a Retail Opt-In Program.

		2.  That PECO Energy Company; Metropolitan Edison Company; Pennsylvania Electric Company; Pennsylvania Power Company; West Penn Power Company; PPL Electric Utilities Corporation; and Duquesne Light Company shall immediately postpone the implementation of their Retail Opt-In Programs as discussed in this Tentative Order pending the outcome of the Commission’s reconsideration of this issue.    

		3.  That this Tentative Order shall be served on all Parties to the default service proceedings at the Dockets set forth in Ordering Paragraph Number 1, above.

4.  That comments to this Tentative Order are due within ten (10) days of the entry date of this Tentative Order.  Interested parties may file written comments, with the Secretary, Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, P. O. Box 3265, Harrisburg, PA  17105-3265.  Comments may also be filed electronically through the Commission’s e-File System.  One copy of the comments should be served on the Commission’s Office of Special Assistants.  

5.  That a copy of this Tentative Order shall be posted on the Commission’s website.

6.  That a Final Order on Reconsideration shall be issued following the receipt and review of filed comments.

	

[image: ]					BY THE COMMISSION,
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Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: March 14, 2013

ORDER ENTERED:  March 14, 2013
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