BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission	   :
						   :         
		v.				   :	R-2013-2360798	           							  	   	   :                              
The Columbia Water Company		   :



SECOND PREHEARING ORDER


In accordance with the provisions of 52 Pa. Code § 5.483, the purpose of this Order is to confirm certain agreements among the parties and related rulings made during the Prehearing Conference in this case on July 3, 2013.

 On April 25, 2013, The Columbia Water Company (Columbia or Company) filed Supplement No. 60 to Tariff Water – Pa. P.U.C. No. 7, to become effective June 24, 2013, containing proposed changes to in rates, calculated to produce $773,210 in additional revenues, a projected rate increase of 19.2 percent.  By Order entered June 13, 2013, the Commission suspended the filing and instituted an investigation to determine the lawfulness, justness and reasonableness of the proposed rates.

Complaints against the proposed rate increase were filed: May 16, 2013, by the Office of Consumer Advocate at Docket No. C-2013-2363612, on May 17, 2013, by the Office of Small Business Advocate at Docket No. C-2013-2363728, and on May 15, 2013, by Mr. Vincent E. Collier[footnoteRef:1] at Docket No. C-2013-2364726.  On May 21, 2013, the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement entered an appearance in this proceeding. [1:  	Mr. Collier did not attend the Prehearing Conference on July 3, 2013, nor has he provided any indication that he intends to be an active party in this case.] 



On June 24, 2013, a Notice of Prehearing Conference was issued, and on July 3, 2013, a Prehearing Conference was held in hearing Room 2 of the Commission’s offices in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

A.	PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

The following schedule was agreed to by the parties:

	Prehearing Conference
	July 3, 2013

	Columbia Direct Testimony
	July 12, 2013 by noon.

	Other Parties Direct Testimony
	August 5, 2013

	Rebuttal Testimony
	August 19, 2013

	Surrebuttal Testimony
	August 30, 2013

	Columbia Rejoinder (Outline)
	September 3, 2013

	Hearings
	September 4-6, 2013

	Main Briefs
	September 26, 2013

	Reply Briefs
	October 7, 2013


	
		All dates are “in hand” delivery dates on the day the document is due, though electronic mail distribution is acceptable if received by 4:30 p.m. the day the document is due, with follow-up paper copies served by first class mail.

B.	REVISED RULES/DISCOVERY

1.	Answers to interrogatories shall be served in-hand within best efforts for seven (7) calendar days and no later than ten (10) calendar days unless otherwise agreed to by the parties.  Interrogatories served after 12:00 p.m. on a Friday or the day before a Commission holiday shall be deemed served on the next business day. 
2.	Objections to interrogatories to be communicated orally within three (3) calendar days of service; unresolved objections shall be served to the ALJ in writing within five (5) calendar days of service of interrogatories.
3.	Motions to dismiss objections and/or direct the answering of interrogatories shall be filed within three (3) calendar days of service of written objections. 
4.	Answers to motions to dismiss objections and/or direct the answering of interrogatories shall be filed within three (3) calendar days of service of such motions.
5.	Rulings over such motions shall be issued, if possible within seven (7) calendar days of the filing of the motion.
6.	Responses to requests for document production, entry for inspection, or other purposes to be served in-hand within ten (10) calendar days.
7.	Requests for admission to be deemed admitted unless answered within seven (7) calendar days or objected to within five (five) calendar days of service.
 
C.	PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

		As of the date of the Prehearing Conference in this matter, no request for a public input hearing had been received.  If the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of the Small Business Advocate or the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement become aware of a request for a public input hearing, the Presiding Officer shall be notified of that fact as soon as practicable.

D.	SERVICE LIST

The following attorneys have been designated to receive all documents from the Presiding Officer:

Thomas J. Sniscak			The Columbia Water Company
TJsniscak@hmslegal.com

William E. Lehman
WELehman@hmslegal.com


Charles Daniel Shields, Esq.		Office of Trial Staff
chshields@pa.gov

Erin L. Gannon, Esq.			Office of Consumer Advocate
egannon@paoca.org

Daniel G. Asmus			Office of Small Business Advocate
dasmus@pa.gov


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That the procedural schedule set forth in this Order is adopted.

2.	That following individuals are designated to receive service of documents from the undersigned for their respective clients:

Thomas J. Sniscak			The Columbia Water Company
TJSniscak@hmslegal.com

William E. Lehman
WELehman@hmslegal.com

Charles Daniel Shields, Esq.		Office of Trial Staff
chshields@pa.gov

Erin L. Gannon, Esq.			Office of Consumer Advocate
egannon@paoca.org

Daniel G. Asmus			Office of Small Business Advocate
dasmus@pa.gov


3.	That the revised rules of discovery set forth in this Order are adopted.


4.	That a formal hearing in this matter shall be scheduled for September 4-6, 2013, in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.


Date:	July 15, 2013 										
						Dennis J. Buckley
						Administrative Law Judge
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