v
o
~

' / W y e

COMMITTEES

A2INOD DISTRICT
WAYNE . FONTANA
SENATE BOX 203042
HARRISBURG, PA 17120-3042

717-787-5300
FAX: 717-772-5484

COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC & RECREATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT, DEMOCRATIC CHAIR
ETHICS AND OFFICIAL CONDUCT
JUDICIARY
LAW & JUSTICE
POLICY

932 BROOKLINE BOULEVARD
URBAN AFFAIRS & HOUSING

PITTSBURGH, PA 15226-2106
412-344-2551
FAX: 412-344-3400

KENMAWR PLAZA
524 PINE HOLLOW ROAD
KENNEDY TOWNSHIP, PA 15136-1661
412-331-1208

FAX: 412-331-2079 -
Senate of Peamsyluania

1660 BROADWAY AVENUE
PITTSBURGH, PA 15216-3247
412-343-2080
FAX: 412-343-2418

gman: fontana@pasenate.com
www.sanatorfontana.com July 9, 201 4
o
: | :1;,_ =
'The Honorable Robert F. Powelson _ 045 = .
Chairman, Public Uulity Commntssion ﬁ - R0l 1 2915 ._:'g U -
Commonwealth Keystone Building JAR Aoty - 2410/ R 7 Et'z: o ;,-},
Third Floor, Room N-304 - M
400 North Stecet 5Oz m
. e s - !
Harrisburg, PA 17120 : s w 9
Fre o

Dear Chairman Powelson:

I am writing in regatd to the applications currently before the Commussion by
Lyft and Uber for the right to operate as Transportation Network Services under
experimental licenses within Allegheny County. T respectfully encourage the
Commission to give favorable consideration to the two applications as soon as
possible.
As you know, these services provide an alternative fee-based transportation
option that connects passengers with a ride using smart phone technology. "This is a
promising and modern concept that has been beneficial to thousands of citizens and
visitots in our region. '

Because the transportation services these companies offer are a new enterprise

in our Commonwecalth, they unfortunatcly do not have the necessaty licensing under
Pennsylvania law. To that end, I have introduced legislation in the Senate — Senate Bill
1457 — that would provide a permanent remedy to the situation by establishing a
process and criteria which the transportation network systems must follow 1n order to
operate while under the oversight of the Commission, While | am appreciative of the
Commission’s cooperation and suppott of the legislation, the General Assembly
cannot address the legislation until we reconvene for the fall legislative session.

The clear message that T have received from hundreds of my constituents and
visitors to the City of Pittsburgh, is thac this type of alternative transportation option
should be made available to riders in our arca. While we continue to work on
advancing Scnate Bill 1457 through the legislative process, T believe it is vital to
Allegheny County’s transpottation network that the Commission act expeditiously to

approve the experimental license applications in the interim.
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We should collectively do all we can to encourage this innovative
transportation option, while implementing rcasonable licensing and safety
requirements and proper ovetsight. In order to do so, the two-pronged approach to
solving this issuc that T have outlined will provide short-term relief and a long term
solution.

Again, I strongly urge the Commission to promptly grant approval of the
experimental license applications by Lyft and Uber. Thank you for your attention to
this important mattet

Sincercly,
/
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Wayne DD. Fontana
State Scnator, 42™ Senatorial District
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