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ORDER REGARDING REQUEST

TO RESCHEDULE PUBLIC INPUT HEARING

On June 21, 2016, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission issued a Public Input Hearing Notice notifying the parties in this matter that two in-person public input sessions will be held on July 8, 2016: one at Penn Estates Community Center, in East Stroudsburg, PA 18301, at 1:00 p.m., and another at the Hanover Township Community Center, in Bethlehem, PA 18017, at 6:00 p.m.

The location and time of the public input hearings were suggested by the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) and were agreed upon by the parties and the presiding officer present at the telephonic prehearing conference on June 8, 2016.  The July 8, 2016 date was one of several dates considered for public input hearings by the parties attending the prehearing conference.  The final date was selected based on the availability of suitable locations for holding the public input sessions.

On or about June 28, 2016, I received a letter from Ann McEnery on behalf of Bridle Path Community in Bethlehem, PA.  In her letter, Ms. McEnery requests that the times for the public input hearing be switched so that the public input hearing in Bethlehem can take place at 1:00 p.m. and the one in East Stroudsburg take place at 6:00 p.m.  In the alternative, Ms. McEnery requests that a different date and time be scheduled for the public input hearing in Bethlehem, PA.

As reason for requesting a different time for the public input hearing scheduled to take place in Bethlehem, Ms. McEnery states that “Residents [of the Bridle Path Community] range in age from 55 to 95, and it is difficult for many of them to make the 6 pm meeting on Friday.  Also, there is a planned event in the community to which many residents have previously committed their time.”

By e-mail dated July 6, 2016, counsel for OCA indicated that OCA had no objection to Ms. McEnery’s request.

By e-mail dated July 6, 2016, counsel for the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (I&E) indicated that I&E had no objection in principle to Ms. McEnery’s request but cautioned about the confusion that a last minute switch between the two locations could cause for the people already planning to attend.

By e-mail dated July 6, 2016, counsel for Community Utilities of Pennsylvania Inc. (Community Utilities or Respondent) objected to Ms. McEnery’s request.  In particular, Community Utilities noted that the time and date for the two public input sessions have already been published in the local newspapers.  The Respondent argued that at this time it would be logistically impossible, and quite unfair to all parties involved, to attempt to reschedule the hearing times or dates and to provide notice to all customers, for both service territories, of a change of hearing times or dates.  In addition, the Respondent requested that, should the presiding officer decide to cancel the currently scheduled public hearings, the Respondent not be responsible either to physically publish or pay for any further notices regarding additional or rescheduled public input hearings.  

After carefully considering Ms. McEnery’s request as well as OCA’s, I&E’s and Respondent’s positions regarding her request, I shall deny her request to reschedule the public input hearing in Bethlehem, PA.   

First, the letter/request is unclear as to Ms. McEnery’s connection with the Bridle Path Community.  Second, the letter/request is unclear as to why it is easier for the members of the Bridle Path Community to attend the 1:00 p.m. session, as opposed to the 6:00 p.m. session, considering the very short distance (2 miles) between the Bridle Path Community and the Hanover Township Community Center, and the extended daylight hours typical of midsummer.  Third, a prior commitment to another event does not constitute good cause for rescheduling a public input hearing relevant and open to all the customers of Community Utilities.  It does not constitute good cause for demanding that the Respondent and all the parties involved incur additional expenses of time and money in order to schedule another public input hearing.  Finally and most importantly, switching the times of the public input hearings between East Stroudsburg and Bethlehem, or rescheduling the Bethlehem session altogether, will cause confusion and hardship to those Community Utility customers who have already planned to attend the hearings as originally scheduled.  

In view of the above, I shall deny Ms. McEnery’s request to reschedule the public input hearing in Bethlehem, PA.  However, I am willing to accommodate any resident of the Bridle Path Community who wishes to provide statements or sworn testimony at the public input hearing by giving them priority in the order of testimony.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That Ann McEnery’s request to reschedule the public input hearing in Bethlehem, PA is denied.

2.
That the public input hearing in Bethlehem, PA shall go ahead as scheduled at 6:00 p.m. on July 8, 2016.

Date:
July 6, 2016
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