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Investigation upon the Commission’s own motion to determine the disposition of the existing rail crossing (DOT 367 874 U) where Maple Glenn Road crosses at grade the single track of Norfolk Southern Railway Company in the Borough of Centerville, Washington County.
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

At a location in the Borough of Centerville, Washington County, Maple Glenn Road crosses, at grade (DOT 367 874 U), the single track of Norfolk Southern Railway Company (Norfolk Southern).
As result of several accidents at the subject crossing and at the request of State Representative Pam Snyder and several local residents, a field investigation and informal field conference was arranged by a Commission staff engineer and held at the site of the crossing on April 12, 2018.  State Representative Pam Snyder, State Senator Camera Bartolotta, representatives of Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, Norfolk Southern, Mon River Dock, Centerville Borough, and several local residents were in attendance.    
At the field conference it was noted that, at the site of the subject crossing, Maple Glenn Road is a two (2) lane bituminous paved road with no shoulders or sidewalks.  The existing rail crossing surface consists of an asphalt/rubber rail seal crossing surface.  The existing passive traffic control devices consist of grade crossing warning (crossbuck) signs on both approaches.  A stop sign appears to be recently added to the north bound approach of Maple Glenn Road.  Approximately 25 feet north of the subject crossing, Maple Glenn Road forms a T-intersection with State Road 0088, Low Hill Road.  A private (commercial) driveway intersects Maple Glenn Road approximately 20 feet south of the subject crossing.  At the time of the field conference it was not known if Maple Glenn Road was a public or private road.
At the field conference all parties were informed that the subject crossing is presently classified by the Commission, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation and the Federal Railroad Administration as a private crossing, and that the Commission does not have jurisdiction on private rail crossings.  At the field conference the parties discussed what improvements could be made to make the crossing safer, but no parties committed to take any action at this time.  Following the field conference, information was provided that may impact the public/private characterization of the crossing.
Due to the immediate safety concerns regarding the current conditions of the subject at-grade crossing, we find that a hearing should be held to receive testimony related to all matters pertaining to the subject crossing, including jurisdictional matters relating to the existing rail crossing.  
Upon full consideration of the matters before us at this time, we determine that an investigation should be instituted on the motion of this Commission to determine the proper disposition of the subject rail crossing; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:
1.
That an investigation be and is hereby instituted for the purpose of determining all matters relating to the jurisdiction, condition and disposition of the existing rail crossing (DOT 367 874 U) where Maple Glenn Road crosses, at grade, the single track of Norfolk Southern Railway Company in the Borough of Centerville, Washington County, as well as the assignment of responsibilities for future maintenance of the rail crossing and associated facilities. 
2.
That State Representative Pam Snyder, State Senator Camera Bartolotta, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, Norfolk Southern Railway Company, Centerville Borough, Washington County and Mon River Dock, are made parties hereto.

3.
That a copy of this order be served on each party named in numbered Paragraph 2, and that this proceeding be assigned to the Commission’s Office of Administrative Law Judge and be set for a hearing at a time and place assigned by this Commission, on due notice to the parties hereto, to receive testimony and evidence to the matters involved.
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BY THE COMMISSION

Rosemary Chiavetta

Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  July 12, 2018
ORDERED ENTERED:  July 12, 2018
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