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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

400 NORTH STREET, HARRISBURG, PA 17120
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE

L-2012-2317273


October 29, 2018

Parties of Record
Re:
Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Order (ANOPR) Re:  Use of 


Fully Projected Future Test Year (FPFTY), 52 Pa. Code Chapter 53

Docket No. L-2012-2317273

This Secretarial Letter adjusts the schedule and agendas for further stakeholder meetings in the captioned proceeding.  The full stakeholder meeting scheduled for October 30, 2018, is cancelled.  The remainder of the schedule stands.  The comment period remains suspended.  

On September 27, 2018, following discussion of the December 22, 2017 ANOPR Order, the full stakeholder group determined that further discussion of the rate base and depreciation topics in the ANOPR Order would be productive.  A subgroup of stakeholder was delegated to work on those topics.
  That subgroup is still working on those topics.  Accordingly, the October 30, 2018 meeting of the full stakeholder group is cancelled.  

The next three (3) stakeholder meetings are slated for Wednesday, November 28, 2018; and Wednesday, January 23, 2019.  The meetings will be held in Executive Chambers, Third Floor, at the Commission Office, 400 North Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17020, starting at 10 AM.  The proposed agendas for these stakeholder meetings are detailed below.  Any pertinent “standard data requests”
 related to each agenda topic be part of the stakeholder meeting discussion of that topic.  

Suggested Agenda Topics – November 28, 2018:
I. Rate Base & Depreciation (Subsection II - C & J at p. 6 of ANOPR Order)

II. Employee Costs/Operating Expense/Operating Revenue
(Subsection II - I, G & H at p. 6 of ANOPR Order)
III. Taxes and Rate of Return (Subsection II - K & D at P. 6 of ANOPR Order)
IV. Income Statement and Statement of Cash Flow/Balance Sheet
(Subsection II – F & E at p. 6 of ANORPR Order)
Suggested Agenda Topics – January 23, 2019:

I. LTIIP and AAO Plan/Description of Utility Operations/Summary of Filing (Subsection II – L, B & A at p. 6 of ANOPR Order)
II. Industry specific data (Subsection II – M at p. 6 Of ANOPR Order)
III. Customer Notice Issues
IV. Issues and Data Requests in Base Rate Case concerning Universal Service & Conservation Plans (May Need a Separate Meeting?)
Stakeholders have noted the need for and potential benefits of updating the existing Exhibits A, C, and D to 52 Pa. Code § 53.53
 regardless of whether FPFTY regulations stand alone in a separate exhibit, such as the draft Exhibit E in the ANOPR Order, or are incorporated into the existing Exhibits A, C, and D.
  Stakeholders have articulated a strong preference for review of existing regulatory requirements and data requests.  The effective date for the last substantial overhaul of the data requests in Exhibits A, C, and D was June 1996.  
Additional topic areas identified for discussion at future stakeholder meetings include customer notices; standard data requests; issues surrounding discovery requests in base rate (or rider) proceedings related to universal service and energy conservation plan proceedings, the requirement of multiple paper copies of information that might otherwise be available electronically; and document retention obligations. 
Prior to each stakeholder meeting, participants are encouraged to prepare and exchange “position papers” on the agenda topics and commit to review all such position papers to facilitate resolution of issues where possible.  The position papers should be exchanged via email in a Word-accessible format.  The position papers will not be binding on the parties but should reflect considerations that would give rise to reaching consensus on the topics.  
The stakeholders anticipate that the work and discussion at stakeholder meetings will assist the Commission in meeting its objectives to codify procedures and filing requirements for use of a FPFTY under Act 11 of 2012 and may further provide collective input on how to update the existing Exhibits A, C, and D at 52 Pa. Code § 53.53 relative to use of historic test years and future test years, as well as to identify filing requirements and standard date requests that are duplicative or no longer necessary.  
The Commission has agreed that this collaborative process has significant potential to facilitate the process at this docket.  Staff has been directed to continue facilitating this stakeholder meeting process in order to focus and streamline the eventual comment process, improve the end product, and facilitate the review of Chapter 53, using the schedule and agendas outlined herein.  The comment period remains deferred.  
Documents pertinent to this proceeding may be accessed through the Commission’s website using docket number for this proceeding and the search feature at http://www.puc.pa.gov/about_puc/search_results.aspx.

If there are any questions, contact Erin Laudenslager, erinlaudensla@pa.gov, or Louise Fink Smith, finksmith@pa.gov.  Parties are directed to ensure that they have entered an appearance as a party of record at this docket with the Secretary of the Commission and that they have provided, to Ms. Laudenslager and Ms. Fink Smith, the contact names, telephone numbers, and email addresses for persons in their organizations to be used for the informal exchange of information related to this proceeding.  Emails to Ms. Laudenslager and Ms. Fink Smith should also be sent to RA-PC-FPFTY2317273E@pa.gov.
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Sincerely,







Rosemary Chiavetta






Secretary
cc:  Stakeholder List via email


�  The industry contacts for the subgroup are Nicole Paloney, � HYPERLINK "mailto:npaloney@nisource.com" �npaloney@nisource.com� , and Beth Johnson, � HYPERLINK "mailto:bljohnson@pplweb.com" �bljohnson@pplweb.com�.


�  Some utilities provide “standard” information with their filings.  This “standard” information is filed in anticipatory response to “standard data requests” that have developed over time but are not codified in regulations.  This process shortens the discovery interval by eliminating the need for the statutory advocates to request the “standard” information.  The standard data requests were not specifically factored into the draft Exhibit E in the December 22nd Order. 


�  Section 53.53 relates to “information to be furnished with proposed general rate increase filings in excess of $1 million” when the covered utilities file their proposed tariffs or tariff supplements.  The responses required by Section 53.53 are in addition to “data required by other provisions” and in addition to discovery requests and interrogatories.  Exhibit A covers all utilities except communications, electric, and water and waste water.  Exhibit C covers electric utilities.  Exhibit D covers water and waste water utilities.  (Exhibit B, covering communications utilities, is not at issue because communications utilities cannot use a FPFTY.)  


�  Commission staff noted that, from their perspective and not binding on the Commission, it had yet to be conclusively determined whether FPFTY regulations regarding data requests would be better set out in a separate exhibit or better incorporated into the existing industry-specific Exhibits A, C, and D.  
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