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	PREHEARING CONFERENCE ORDER

	An Initial Call-In Prehearing Conference in this case is scheduled for Thursday, June 4, 2020, at 1:00 p.m.  The undersigned administrative law judge (ALJ) will preside remotely from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  To participate in the conference, you must dial the toll-free bridge number listed below.  You will be prompted to enter the personal identification number (PIN), which is also listed below.  You will be asked to say your name and then the telephone system will connect you to the conference.  If you have any persons you want to have present during the conference, you must provide them with the toll-free bridge number and PIN.  


			Toll-Free Bridge Number:  1-866-566-0826
			PIN:  76982683

You must call into the conference on the scheduled day and time.  You will not be called by the ALJ.

You must participate in the Prehearing Conference.  If you fail to do so, your case or petition to intervene will be dismissed.  Additionally, if you fail to participate in the Prehearing Conference you will be removed from the attached Service List.

		The Commission presently does not have access to regular mail because our offices are closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all Parties are encouraged to sign-up for e-filing and e-service.  Please visit the Commission’s website at www.puc.pa.gov for instructions.

At the conference, Pennsylvania-American Water Company should be prepared to discuss its ability to provide a conferencing platform for the conducting of public input hearings.  In addition, the Office of Consumer Advocate should be prepared to discuss its ability to coordinate with the parties the scheduling of witnesses for the public input hearings.

The Parties are hereby directed to comply with the following requirements:

1. A request for a change of the scheduled prehearing conference date must state the agreement or opposition of other Parties and must be emailed to the ALJ and all Parties no later than five (5) business days prior to the prehearing conference.  52 Pa.Code § 1.15(b).  Email the ALJ at cojohnson@pa.gov with any request for a change of the prehearing conference date.  Requests for changes of initial prehearing conferences are granted only in rare situations where sufficient cause exists.

In accordance with the foregoing, all Parties must be prepared to participate in the scheduled prehearing conference.

2. Please review the regulations pertaining to prehearing conferences, 52 Pa.Code § 5.221-§ 5.224, and in particular, § 5.222(d) which provides, in part:

	(d) Parties and counsel will be expected to attend the conference fully prepared for useful discussion of all problems involved in the proceeding, both procedural and substantive, and fully authorized to make commitments with respect thereto. 

	(1)	The preparation must include submission of a prehearing memorandum and list:  

	(i) The presently identified issues.

	(ii) The names and addresses of the witnesses.

(iii) The proposed area of testimony of each witness.

	(2)	The preparation may include:

	(i) Development of a proposed procedural schedule.

	(ii) Advance study of all relevant materials.

	(iii) Advance informal communication between the parties, including requests for additional data and information, to the extent it appears feasible and desirable.  

(emphasis added).


3. Each Party must prepare and distribute a prehearing memorandum which sets forth the history of the proceeding, the issues you intend to present, and a listing of your proposed witnesses and the subject of their testimony on or before 4 p.m. on Wednesday, June 3, 2020.  If the Parties provide the ALJ with an electronic copy of their prehearing memorandum at cojohnson@pa.gov, it is not necessary to also provide the ALJ a hard copy.

4. Each Party’s prehearing memorandum should also include a proposed litigation schedule, agreed to by all Parties if possible, which requires the filing of Reply Briefs by Monday, October 26, 2020. 
5. Please review the regulations relating to discovery, specifically 52 Pa.Code § 5.331(b), which provides, inter alia, that “a party shall initiate discovery as early in the proceedings as reasonably possible” and 52 Pa.Code § 5.322, which encourages participants to exchange information on an informal basis.  All Parties are urged to cooperate in discovery.  Such cooperation is preferable to numerous or protracted discovery disagreements, which require the ALJ’s participation for resolution.  Please be aware that there are limitations on discovery and sanctions for abuse of the discovery process.  52 Pa.Code §§ 5.361, 5.371‑5.372.

6. Pursuant to 52 Pa.Code §§ 1.21 & 1.22, you may represent yourself, if you are an individual, or you may have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice, represent you.  However, if you are a partnership, limited liability company, corporation, trust, association or governmental agency or subdivision, you must have an attorney represent you in this proceeding.  Unless you are an attorney, you may not represent someone else.

7. You must serve the ALJ directly with a copy of any document that you file in this proceeding.  If you send the ALJ any correspondence or document, you must send a copy to all other Parties.  For your convenience, a copy of the Commission’s current service list of the Parties to this proceeding is enclosed with this Order.  

8. If you, or anyone you plan to call as a witness on your behalf, have a limited ability to speak or understand English or are deaf or hearing-impaired, a qualified interpreter can be provided upon your request.  If you want an interpreter, please contact the Scheduling Office at least ten (10) days before the scheduled Prehearing Conference or Hearing to make your request.

Scheduling Office: (717) 787-1399
AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired:
1‑800‑654‑5988
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