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October 17, 2022

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Rosemary Chiavetta

Secretary

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
Commonwealth Keystone Building

400 North Street, 2nd Floor North

P.O. Box 3265

Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265

Re:  PPL Electric Utilities Corporation Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan
for 2017-2019 Submitted in Compliance with 52 Pa. Code § 54.74

Dear Secretary Chiavetta:

Enclosed for filing on behalf of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric” or the
“Company”) is an EXPEDITED Petition to Modify its Universal Service and Energy
Conservation Plan (“USECP”), so that the Company’s Customer Assistance Program (“CAP”)
Plus charge stays at its current amount of $7.00 rather than increasing to approximately $14.00
effective November 1, 2022.

As explained in the Petition, the CAP Plus charge is recalculated annually effective November 1
of each year based on the total amount of Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(“LIHEAP”) grants received by OnTrack customers over the past year. The total amount of
LIHEAP grants increased substantially over the past year due to a large increase in federal
funding. Specifically, the current CAP Plus charge is $7.00 based on $5.8 million in LIHEAP
grants for OnTrack recipients in the 2020/2021 season, whereas the CAP Plus charge would
increase to approximately $14.00 effective November 1, 2022, based on $11.2 million in LIHEAP
grants for OnTrack recipients in the 2021/2022 season. Without the requested relief, PPL
Electric’s CAP Plus charge for low-income customers enrolled in OnTrack will nearly double
beginning November 1, 2022.

PPL Electric also respectfully requests that the Commission shorten the answer period for this
Petition from 10 days to five days and issue an EXPEDITED Order granting the Petition, so that
the Company has sufficient time to implement the change before November 1, 2022.

ALLENTOWN  HARRISBURG LANCASTER MOUNT LAUREL PHILADELPHIA PITTSBURGH WASHINGTON, D.C.  WILMINGTON
A PENNSYLVANIA PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
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Rosemary Chiavetta
October 17, 2022
Page 2

Copies of this filing are being served as indicated on the enclosed Certificate of Service.

Respectfully submitted,

Devin Ryan

DR/dmc
Enclosures

cc: Certificate of Service
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that true and correct copies of the foregoing have been served upon the
following persons, in the manner indicated, in accordance with the requirements of § 1.54
(relating to service by a participant).

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

Patrick Cicero, Esquire
Christy Appleby, Esquire
Office of Consumer Advocate
555 Walnut Street

Forum Place, 5th Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923
pcicero@paoca.org
cappleby@paoca.org

Richard Kanaskie, Esquire

Bureau of Investigation &
Enforcement

Commonwealth Keystone Building
400 North Street, 2nd Floor West
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265
rkanaskie@pa.gov

NazAarah Sabree

Teresa Wagner

Office of Small Business Advocate
555 Walnut Street

Forum Place, 1st Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17101
ra-sha@pa.gov
tereswagne@pa.gov

Alexis Bechtel, Esquire

Lori Mohr, Esquire

Renardo Hicks, Esquire

Bureau of Consumer Services
Commonwealth Keystone Building
400 North Street Harrisburg, PA
17101 abechtel@pa.gov
laumohr@pa.gov

rehicks@pa.gov
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Paul Diskin

Bureau of Technical Utility
Services PA Public Utility
Commission Commonwealth
Keystone Building 400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
pdiskin@pa.gov

Elizabeth R. Marx, Esquire
John Sweet, Esquire

Ria Pereira, Esquire

Lauren Berman

PA Utility Law Project

118 Locust Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
pulp@pautilitylawproject.org

John F. Povilaitis, Esquire

Alan M. Seltzer, Esquire
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, PC
409 North Second Street Suite 500
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1357
john.povilaitis@bipc.com
alan.seltzer@bipc.com

Joseph L. Vullo, Esquire
Burke Vullo Reilly Roberts
1460 Wyoming Avenue
Forty Fort, PA 18704
jlvullo@bvrrlaw.com

Andrew D. Bigda, Esquire
340 Market Street
Kingston, PA 18704
abigda@bigdalaw.com




Pamela Denlinger

Solaire Energy

2358 Grover Road
Canton, PA, 17724
pam@solaire-energy.com
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Devin T. Ryan



BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

PPL Electric Utilities Corporation Universal :

Service and Energy Conservation Plan for : Docket No. M-2016-2554787
2017-2019 Submitted in Compliance with 52

Pa. Code § 54.74

NOTICE TO PLEAD

YOU ARE HEREBY ADVISED THAT, PURSUANT TO 52 PA. CODE § 5.572(e), ANSWERS
TO PETITIONS FOR AMENDMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY
COMMISSION ORDERS GENERALLY ARE DUE WITHIN TEN (10) DAYS AFTER THE
DATE OF SERVICE. IN THE INSTANT PETITION, THE COMPANY REQUESTS AN
EXPEDITED RESPONSE PERIOD OF FIVE (5) DAYS SO THAT THE PENNSYLVANIA
PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION CAN RULE ON PPL ELECTRIC UTILITIES
CORPORATION’S PROPOSAL TO MODIFY ITS UNIVERSAL SERVICE AND
ENERGY CONSERVATION PLAN AND KEEP THE CAP PLUS CHARGE ITS
CURRENT AMOUNT, AS REQUESTED IN THS PETITION, BEFORE THE CHARGE
IS SET TO INCREASE ON NOVEMBER 1, 2022. YOUR ANSWERS SHOULD BE FILED
WITH THE SECRETARY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION, P.O.
BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265. A COPY SHOULD ALSO BE SERVED ON THE
UNDERSIGNED COUNSEL.

Michael J. Shafer (ID #205681) David B. MacGregor (ID # 28804)
Kimberly A. Klock (ID # 89716) Devin T. Ryan (ID # 316602)

PPL Services Corporation Post & Schell, P.C.

Office of General Counsel 17 North Second Street

Two North Ninth Street 12th Floor

Allentown, PA 18101 Harrisburg, PA 17101-1601

Phone: 610-774-4254 Phone: 717-731-1970

Fax: 610-774-6726 Fax: 717-731-1985

E-mail: mjshafer@pplweb.com E-mail: dmacgregor@postschell.com
E-mail: kklock@pplweb.com E-mail: dryan@postschell.com

Date: October 17, 2022 Attorneys for PPL Electric Utilities Corporation
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BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

PPL Electric Utilities Corporation Universal :

Service and Energy Conservation Plan for : Docket No. M-2016-2554787
2017-2019 Submitted in Compliance with 52

Pa. Code § 54.74

EXPEDITED PETITION OF PPL ELECTRIC UTILITIES CORPORATIONTO
MODIFY ITS UNIVERSAL SERVICE AND ENERGY CONSERVATION PLAN

Pursuant to Sections 5.41 and 5.572 of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s
(*Commission) regulations, 52 Pa. Code §8 5.41, 5.572, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL
Electric” or the “Company”) hereby files this Petition seeking an expedited order to modify the
Company’s current Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan (“USECP”), such that the
Company’s Customer Assistance Program (“CAP”)! Plus charge stays at its current amount of
$7.00 rather than increasing it to approximately $14.00? effective November 1, 2022. Under the
current USECP, the CAP Plus charge is recalculated annually effective November 1 of each year
based on the total amount of Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (“LIHEAP”) grants
received by OnTrack customers over the past year. The total amount of LIHEAP grants increased
substantially over the past year due to a large increase in federal funding. Specifically, the current
CAP Plus charge is $7.00 based on $5.8 million in LIHEAP grants for OnTrack recipients in the
2020/2021 season, whereas the CAP Plus charge would increase to approximately $14.00 effective
November 1, 2022, based on $11.2 million in LIHEAP grants for OnTrack recipients in the

2021/2022 season.

L PPL Electric’s CAP is referred to as OnTrack in its USECP.
2 The exact amount is $13.74.
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The approximately $14.00 charge would be almost double the current charge of $7.00 and
would be $6.00 more than the highest CAP Plus charge amount in the charge’s history. And, in
the Company’s ongoing USECP 2023-2027 proceeding, PPL Electric has agreed with proposals
by the Office of Consumer Advocate (“OCA”) and the Coalition for Affordable Utility Services
and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania (“CAUSE-PA”) to eliminate the CAP Plus charge effective
upon plan approval which is anticipated to occur in early 2023. Assuming the Commission agrees
with those proposals, PPL Electric does not believe it is practical to increase the CAP Plus charge
substantially for a short duration, only to eliminate the charge with the commencement of the
Company’s next USECP.

Prior to filing the instant Petition, PPL Electric consulted with the OCA, CAUSE-PA, and
the Commission’s Bureau of Consumer Services (“BCS”). The Company is authorized to
represent that none of those parties oppose the expedited relief requested in this Petition.

For these reasons and as set forth in more detail herein, PPL Electric respectfully requests
that the Commission issue an expedited order to modify the Company’s current USECP, so that
the CAP Plus charge remains at its current level of $7.00 until the USECP 2023-2027 is approved

and goes into effect.

I.  INTRODUCTION

1. PPL Electric is a “public utility” and an “electric distribution company” (“EDC”)
as defined in Sections 102 and 2803 of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. 8§ 102,
2803. PPL Electric furnishes electric service to approximately 1.4 million customers throughout
its certificated service territory, which includes all or portions of 29 counties and encompasses
approximately 10,000 square miles in eastern and central Pennsylvania.

2. PPL Electric’s attorneys are:
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Michael J. Shafer (ID # 205681)
Kimberly A. Klock (ID # 89716)
PPL Services Corporation

Two North Ninth Street
Allentown, PA 18101

Phone: 610-774-4254

Fax: 610-774-6726

E-mail: mjshafer@pplweb.com
E-mail: kklock@pplweb.com

David B. MacGregor (ID # 28804)
Devin T. Ryan (ID # 316602)

Post & Schell, P.C.

17 North Second Street

12th Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17101-1601

Phone: 717-731-1970

Fax: 717-731-1985

E-mail: dmacgregor@postschell.com
E-mail: dryan@postschell.com

PPL Electric’s attorneys are authorized to receive all notices and communications regarding this

Petition.

1. EACTUAL BACKGROUND

3. PPL Electric’s current USECP became effective on January 1, 2017, is set to expire
upon the effective date of the Company’s proposed 2023-2027 USECP.

4, Under the current USECP, PPL Electric charges OnTrack customers a CAP Plus
amount, which stems from the Company’s 2010 base rate case settlement at Docket No. R-2010-
2161694,

5. As described in the USECP, “The purpose of CAP Plus is to help offset program
expenses for all residential customers who pay for OnTrack through the reconcilable Universal

Service Rider.” (USECP, p.7.)
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6. “The Company determines the CAP Plus amount by taking the total amount of
LIHEAP funding received by OnTrack participants, dividing that dollar amount by the number of
active OnTrack accounts as of September 30, and then dividing that annual amount by 12 months.”
(USECP, p. 7.)

7. The CAP Plus payment amount is applicable to all OnTrack participants and may
change annually . . . depending on the level of federal funding available for LIHEAP.” (USECP,
p.7.)

8. The CAP Plus charge, therefore, adjusts annually effective November 1 based on
the LIHEAP grants received by OnTrack customers over the past 12 months as of September 30.

9. The following table shows the history of the CAP Plus charge amounts since it was

first charged beginning in November 2011:

Time Period CAP Plus
Charge
Amount
November 2011 to October 2012 $8.00
November 2012 to October 2013 $5.00
November 2013 to October 2014 $2.50
November 2014 to October 2015 $4.00
November 2015 to October 2016 $3.00
November 2016 to October 2017 $3.83
November 2017 to October 2018 $4.04
November 2018 to October 2019 $3.47
November 2019 to October 2020 $4.00
November 2020 to October 2021 $5.00
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November 2021 to October 2022 $7.00

10.  Over the past 12 months as of September 30, 2022, OnTrack customers received a
significant increase in LIHEAP grants, going from $5.8 million in the 2020/2021 season to $11.2
million in the 2021/2022 season.

11. Based on the $11.2 million in LIHEAP grants, PPL Electric’s CAP Plus charge is
set to nearly double from $7.00 to approximately $14.00 effective November 1, 2022.

12. In the Company’s pending 2023-2027 USECP proceeding at Docket No. M-2022-
3031727, the OCA and CAUSE-PA have proposed eliminating the CAP Plus charge. (See OCA
Comments, p. 13 (“[T]he OCA would support elimination of the CAP Plus amount . . . .”);
CAUSE-PA Comments, p. 13 (“CAUSE-PA strongly opposes the imposition of CAP Plus
payments in any form, and requests that the Commission require PPL to eliminate this payment
requirement from its Proposed 2023 USECP.”).)

13. PPL Electric stated in its Reply Comments that it would be willing to eliminate the

CAP Plus charge, subject to the Commission’s approval. (See PPL Comments, p. 6.)

1.  LEGAL STANDARDS

14. Section 5.41 of the Commission’s regulations states, in pertinent part, that
“[p]etitions for relief under the act or other statute that the Commission administers, must be in
writing, state clearly and concisely the interest of the petitioner in the subject matter, the facts and
law relied upon, and the relief sought.” 52 Pa. Code § 5.41(a).

15.  Copies of any petition under Section 5.41 must be served on the statutory parties
and “on all persons directly affected and on other parties whom petitioner believes will be affected

by the petition,” as well as further directed by the Commission. 52 Pa. Code § 5.41(b)-(c).
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16.  Section 5.572 of the Commission’s regulations states that petitions for rescission
or amendment of Commission orders “must be in writing and specify, in numbered paragraphs,
the findings or orders involved, and the points relied upon by the petitioner, with appropriate record
references and specific requests for the findings or orders desired.” 52 Pa. Code § 5.572(a).

17. A petition for rescission or amendment “may be filed at any time according to the
requirements of section 703(g)” of the Public Utility Code, and answers to such petition are due

within 10 days after the date of service. 52 Pa. Code § 5.572(d)-(e).

IV. REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED MODIFICATION OF PPL ELECTRIC’S USECP

18. PPL Electric respectfully requests that the Commission modify the Commission-
approved USECP in order to maintain the CAP Plus charge at its current amount of $7.00 until the
start of the Company’s 2023-2027 USECP, which is anticipated to become effective January 1,
2023,

19. Furthermore, expedited action by the Commission is necessary, so that PPL Electric
can implement the proposed modification in sufficient time before the CAP Plus charge increases
to approximately $14.00 on November 1, 2022.

20.  As demonstrated in the following sections, the Company’s proposal is reasonable
and in the public interest and, therefore, should be approved.

A. THE COMPANY’S PROPOSAL TO MAINTAIN THE CAP PLUS

CHARGE AT ITS CURRENT AMOUNT IS REASONABLE AND IN THE
PUBLIC INTEREST

21.  The Commission should approve the Company’s proposal to maintain the CAP
Plus charge at its current amount of $7.00 until PPL Electric’s 2023-2027 USECP is approved and

becomes effective.
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22.  As noted previously, the approximately $14.00 charge would be almost double the
current charge of $7.00 and would be $6.00 more than the highest CAP Plus charge amount in the
charge’s history.

23.  Additionally, in the Company’s ongoing USECP 2023-2027 proceeding, PPL
Electric has agreed with proposals by the OCA and CAUSE-PA to eliminate the CAP Plus charge
effective upon the USEPC’s approval, which is anticipated to occur in early 2023.

24, If the Commission ultimately agrees with those proposals, the Company does not
believe it is practical to increase the CAP Plus charge substantially for a short duration, only to
eliminate the charge with the commencement of the Company’s next USECP.

25. Furthermore, PPL Electric’s requested relief is narrowly tailored to address this
specific situation. The Company is requesting that the CAP Plus charge remain at is current rate
of $7.00 until such time as its proposed 2023-2027 USECP is approved and goes into effect.

B. EXPEDITED ACTION BY THE COMMISSION IS NECESSARY

26.  Commission action is needed before its next public meeting on October 27, 2022.

27. To keep the CAP Plus charge its current amount, PPL Electric must complete
necessary Information Technology (“IT””) work to implement that change and ensure that OnTrack
customers are billed the $7.00 CAP Plus charge, not the approximately $14.00 CAP Plus charge,
effective November 1, 2022.

28. Therefore, unless the Commission grants this Petition in sufficient time before
November 1, 2022, PPL Electric’s CAP Plus charge amount will nearly double from $7.00 to

approximately $14.00 and will be $6.00 more than the charge’s highest amount since its inception.
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29.  Assuch, and as noted on the Petition’s Notice to Plead, PPL Electric respectfully
requests that the answer period for this Petition be shortened from 10 days® to five days, thereby
making any answers due by Monday, October 24, 2022.

30. Further, to the extent possible, PPL Electric respectfully requests that the
Commission act on this Petition before its next scheduled public meeting on October 27, 2022, by
Secretarial Letter, so that PPL Electric can complete the required IT work to implement the
proposed change before the CAP Plus charge increases on November 1, 2022.

31.  Such requests are warranted under the current circumstances.

32. Indeed, as noted previously, PPL Electric’s CAP Plus charge is recalculated based
on the total amount of LIHEAP funding received by OnTrack participants for the past 12 months
as of September 30.

33.  The data for 2021/2022 season only became available to PPL Electric recently and
showed that the CAP Plus charge would increase from $7.00 to approximately $14.00.

34.  Since that time, the Company worked expeditiously to prepare and file the Petition.

35.  Also, to help expedite the Commission’s consideration of this Petition, PPL Electric
consulted with the OCA, CAUSE-PA, and BCS prior to filing.

36.  The Company is authorized to represent that none of those parties oppose the

Company’s requested relief.

3 See 52 Pa. Code § 5.572(e).

24592666v1



V. SERVICE OF THE PETITION

37. Under Section 5.41(b) of the Commission’s regulations, a copy of a petition “shall
be served on all persons directly affected and on other parties whom petitioner believes will be
affected by the petition.” 52 Pa. Code § 5.41(b).

38. Further, copies of a petition “shall be served upon the Office of Trial Staff, the
Office of Consumer Advocate and the Office of Small Business Advocate, and such “[s]ervice
shall be evidenced with a certificate of service filed with the petition.” Id.

39. Under Section 5.572(b), a petition for amendment of a Commission order “shall be
served upon each party to the proceeding.” 52 Pa. Code § 5.572(b).

40.  Asindicated on the enclosed Certificate of Service, copies of this Petition are being
served on the parties to PPL Electric’s current 2017-2022 USECP proceeding (Docket No. M-
2016-2554787), the Company’s pending 2023-2027 USECP proceeding (Docket No. M-2022-

3031727), and the statutory parties.
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V1. CONCLUSION

WHEREFORE, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation respectfully requests that the

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission issue an expedited order approving the requested

modification of the Company’s current USECP, such that the Company has sufficient time to

incorporate the proposed modification before the CAP Plus charge increases on November 1, 2022.

Michael J. Shafer (ID #205681)
Kimberly A. Klock (ID # 89716)
PPL Services Corporation
Office of General Counsel

Two North Ninth Street
Allentown, PA 18101

Phone: 610-774-4254

Fax: 610-774-6726

E-mail: mjshafer@pplweb.com
E-mail: kklock@pplweb.com

Of Counsel:

Post & Schell, P.C.

Date: October 17, 2022
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Respectfully submitted,

David B. MacGregor (ID # 28804)
Devin T. Ryan (ID # 316602)

Post & Schell, P.C.

17 North Second Street

12th Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17101-1601

Phone: 717-731-1970

Fax: 717-731-1985

E-mail: dmacgregor@postschell.com
E-mail: dryan@postschell.com

Attorneys for PPL Electric Utilities Corporation



VERIFICATION

I, YVETTE BELFORT, being the Manager — Regulatory Programs/Business Services at
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, hereby state that the facts above set forth are true and correct
to the best of my knowledge, information and belief and that I expect PPL Electric Utilities
Corporation to be able to prove the same at a hearing held in this matter. I understand that the
statements herein are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904 relating to unsworn

falsification to authorities.

. 10/14/2022 Wette Botiort

Yvette Belfort (Oct 14, 2022 13:22 EDT)

Dat

Yvette Belfort



