COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

January 11, 2024
E-FILED

Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
Commonwealth Keystone Building

400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Re:  Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC (Peoples Natural Gas Division and Peoples Gas
Division) Base Rate Case Filing Original Tariff GAS — PA PUC No. 48 / Docket No.
R-2023-3044549

Dear Secretary Chiavetta:

Enclosed please find the Complaint, Public Statement and Verification, on behalf of the
Office of Small Business Advocate (“OSBA”), in the above-captioned proceeding.

Copies will be served on all known parties in this proceeding, as indicated on the attached
Certificate of Service.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
/sl Steven C. Gray

Steven C. Gray

Senior Supervising

Assistant Small Business Advocate
Attorney ID No. 77538

Enclosures

cC: Mark Ewen
Robert D. Knecht
Parties of Record


http://www.osba.pa.gov/

BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
\A :  Docket No. R-2023-3044549

Peoples Natural Gas Company LL.C

COMPLAINT OF THE
SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE

1. The Complainant is:

NazAarah Sabree

Small Business Advocate
Forum Place

555 Walnut Street, 1% Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101
(717) 783-2525

(717) 783-2831 (fax)

2. The name and address of the Complainant’s attorney is:

Steven Gray

Senior Supervising

Assistant Small Business Advocate
Office of Small Business Advocate
Forum Place

555 Walnut Street, 1% Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101

(717) 783-2525

(717) 783-2831 (fax)

sgra a.gov
3. The respondent utility is:
Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC

375 North Shore Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15212


mailto:sgray@pa.gov

4. The Complainant is authorized and directed by the Small Business Advocate Act,
Act 181 of 1988, 73 P.S. §§ 399.41 - 399.50, to represent the interests of small business
consumers of utility services in matters before the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
(“Commission”).

5. This Complaint is filed against the rates, terms, and other provisions of Original
Tariff Gas - Pa. P.U.C. No. 48, which was filed on December 29, 2023, by Peoples Natural Gas
Company LLC (“Peoples NG” or the “Company”). Peoples NG consists of two divisions —
Peoples Natural Gas Division and Peoples Gas Division. The proposed Original Tariff Gas - Pa.
P.U.C. No. 48, if approved by the Commission, would result in an overall revenue increase for
Peoples NG of approximately $156.0 million per year. In addition, the December 29" filing
included a proposed Weather Normalization Adjustment (“WNA”), which supposedly reflects
“normalized weather conditions.” After preliminary review of the materials filed by the
Company in support of the proposed Original Tariff Gas - Pa. P.U.C. No. 48, Complainant
believes, and therefore avers, that those materials may be insufficient to justify the rate increase
requested and that the Company’s present and proposed rates, rules, and conditions of service
may be unjust, unreasonable, unduly discriminatory, and otherwise contrary to law, particularly
as they pertain to small business customers.

6. Complainant believes, and therefore avers, that the Company’s proposed rates,
rate design, proposed WNA, and cost and revenue allocation are or may be unjust, unreasonable,
and unlawfully discriminatory in violation of, inter alia, Sections 1301 and 1304 of the Public
Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. §§1301 and 1304, and contrary to appropriate public policy and sound

ratemaking considerations, and may not be supported by the materials filed by Peoples NG.



7. In view of the foregoing, the Small Business Advocate respectfully requests that

the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission:

a. Suspend and investigate the operation of Original Tariff Gas - Pa. P.U.C.
No. 48;
b. At the conclusion of such investigation, reject the proposed new rates and

other tariff changes in Original Tariff Gas - Pa. P.U.C. No. 48 to the extent
required to ensure that Peoples NG’s rates are lawful, just, reasonable, and
not unduly discriminatory; and

c. Grant such other relief as may be necessary or appropriate.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Steven C. Gray

Steven C. Gray

Senior Supervising

Assistant Small Business Advocate
Attorney ID No. 77538

Office of Small Business Advocate
Forum Place

555 Walnut Street, 1% Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101

(717) 783-2525

(717) 783-2831 (fax)

Dated: January 11, 2024



BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
v. : Docket No. R-2023-3044549

Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC

PUBLIC STATEMENT OF
THE OFFICE OF SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE

The Small Business Advocate is authorized and directed to represent the interest of small
business consumers of utility services in Pennsylvania under the provisions of the Small
Business Advocate Act, Act 181 of 1988, 73 P.S. §§ 399.41 - 399.50 (the “Act”). The Act
further provides that the Small Business Advocate is to issue publicly a written statement stating
concisely the specific interest of small business consumers to be protected by her initiation of or
intervention in any proceeding involving those interests before the Pennsylvania Public Utility
Commission (“Commission”) or any other agency or court. This public statement relates to the
filing today by the Small Business Advocate of a complaint against the proposed approximately
$156.0 million general rate increase filing of Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC (“Peoples NG”
or the “Company”). Peoples NG’s filing also included a proposed “Weather Normalization
Adjustment” (“WNA”), which the Commission has observed benefits the Company, rather than
ratepayers.

The Small Business Advocate files this formal complaint against the Company’s
proposed general rate increase in order to protect the interests of the Company’s small business

customers. A thorough inquiry by the Commission into all of the elements of the Company’s



proposed general rate increase is necessary to ensure that the increase is lawful, just, reasonable,
and not unduly discriminatory.

In view of the foregoing, the Small Business Advocate will participate in proceedings
before the Commission to investigate the reasonableness of the proposed general rate increase as
well as the WNA. The Small Business Advocate will ask the Commission to deny any proposed
new rates and other tariff changes that apply to small business customers that are not proven by
Peoples NG to be lawful, just, reasonable, and not unduly discriminatory to the Company’s small

business customers.

Dated: January 11, 2024



VERIFICATION

I, NazAarah Sabree, hereby state that the facts set forth herein above are true and correct to the
best of my knowledge, information and belief and that I expect to be able to prove the same at a
hearing held in this matter. I understand that the statements herein are made subject to the
penalties of 18 Pa. C.S. § 4904 (relating to unsworn falsification to authorities).

Date: January 11, 2024 W\ﬁ:’;




BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC
(Peoples Natural Gas Division and

Peoples Gas Division) Base Rate Case
Filing Original Tariff GAS — PA PUC

No. 48

Docket No. R-2023-3044549

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that true and correct copies of the foregoing have been served via email
(unless other noted below) upon the following persons, in accordance with the requirements of
52 Pa. Code § 1.54 (relating to service by a participant).

The Honorable Charles E. Rainey Jr.
Chief Administrative Law Judge
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
400 North Street

Commonwealth Keystone Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120

crainey(@pa.gov

Tishekia Williams, Esquire
Duquesne Light Company
411 7th Avenue, 15th Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 16219
twilliams@duqglight.com

Richard Kanaskie, Esquire

Allison Kaster, Esquire

Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement
400 North Street

Commonwealth Keystone Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120
rkanaskie@pa.gov

akaster(@pa.gov

Todd S. Stewart, Esquire

Hawke McKeon & Sniscak, LLP
100 North Tenth Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
tsstewart@hmslegal.com

Gina L. Miller, Esquire
Christopher M. Andreoli, Esquire
Jacob D. Guthrie, Esquire
Aron J. Beatty, Esquire
Office of Consumer Advocate
555 Walnut Street, 5th Floor
Forum Place

Harrisburg, PA 17101
GMiller@paoca.org
CAndreoli@paoca.org
JGuthrie@paoca.org
ABeatty(@paoca.org

Paul Diskin, Director

Bureau of Technical Utility Services
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
400 North Street

Commonwealth Keystone Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120

pdiskin@pa.gov

Scott J. Rubin, Esquire
333 Oak Lane
Bloomsburg, PA 17815
Scott.j.rubin@gmail.com
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Elizabeth R. Marx, Esquire

John W. Sweet, Esquire
Pennsylvania Utility Law Project
118 Locust Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101
pulp@pautilitylawproject.org

Joseph L. Vullo, Esquire
Burke Vullo Reilly Roberts
1460 Wyoming Avenue
Forty Fort, PA 18704
jlv@bvrrlaw.com

Michael W. Gang, Esquire
Anthony D. Kanagy, Esquire
Nicholas A. Stobbe, Esquire
Post & Schell, P.C.

17 North Second Street

12th Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17101-1601
mgang(@postschell.com
akanagy(@postschell.com
nstobbe@postschell.com

Linda Evers, Esquire
Donald R. Wagner, Esquire
Stevens & Lee

111 North Sixth Street
Reading, PA 19601
Ire(@stevenslee.com
drw(@stevenslee.com

Scott B. Granger, Esquire

Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement

Commonwealth Keystone Building
400 North Street, 2nd Floor West
Harrisburg, PA 17105
sgranger@pa.gov

DATE: January 11, 2024

Kevin J. Moody, Esquire
Pennsylvania Independent
Oil & Gas Association

212 Locust Street, Suite 600
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1510
kevin@pioga.org

Meagan Moore, Esquire

PNG Companies LLC

375 North Shore Drive, 4th Fl.
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
meagan.moore@peoples-gas.com

Tanya C. Leshko, Esquire
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, PC
409 North Second Street, Suite 500
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1357
Tanya.leshko@bipc.com

Daniel Clearfield, Esquire

Carl R. Shultz, Esquire

Kristine E. Marsilio, Esquire
Eckert Seamans

213 Market Street, 8th Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101
dclearficld@eckertseamans.com
cshultz@eckertseamans.com
kmarsilio@eckertseamans.com

Charis Mincavage, Esquire
Vasiliki Karandrikas, Esquire
Errin McCaulley, Esquire
McNees Wallace & Nurick, LLC
100 Pine Street, P.O. Box 1166
Harrisburg, PA 17108
cmincavage@mcneeslaw.com
vkarandrikas@mcneeslaw.com
emccaulley@mcneeslaw.com

/s/ Steven C. Gray

Senior Supervising Attorney
Assistant Small Business Advocate
Attorney I.D. No. 77538
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