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Winning Entries will appear in the 
Altoona Mirror on EASTER, MARCH 31

Please send artwork to: 
Easter Coloring Contest • c/o Altoona Mirror

PO Box 2008 • 301 Cayuga Ave. • Altoona, Pa  16602

Hey Kids! Color the Drawing Below & Enter for 
Your Chance to Win Prizes from our Sponsors!

Name ____________________________Age _______
Address _____________________________________
Phone ______________________________________

Altoona Mirror on EASTER, MARCH 31
Due to limited space, all artwork may not be chosen. 

Deadline for entries is Wed., March 20 at 4:00 pm

Easter

SPONSORED 
BY:

COLORING CONTEST

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS 
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County 
Boyce Campus – Auditorium 
595 Beatty Rd  
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396 
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College 
Main Campus – Founders Hall 
107 College Drive 
Butler, PA 16002 
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

•  You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

•  You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

•  You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

•  Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number: 
866.566.0649

Passcode: 
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input 
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do 
not pre-register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include 
following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2)  the date and time of the public input 

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3)  a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5)  if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions? 
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.
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The IFO also noted 
another 800,000 workers 
who now make between 
$15-$18 an hour, would also 
likely get raises, generat-
ing another $1 billion in 
additional wages for those 
workers.

The IFO’s estimates did 
note that increasing the 
minimum wage would 
result in an estimated 
20,000 jobs being eliminat-
ed. Knittel said during the 
budget hearing that about 
half of those jobs would 
be part-time positions 
and that most likely the 
jobs would be eliminated 
by businesses not filling 
vacancies rather than lay-
ing off workers.

The IFO’s estimate, how-
ever, projected that about 
two-thirds of the cost of 
paying for the increased 
wages for low-wage work-
ers would be passed direct-
ly on to consumers through 
higher prices.

In a study released last 
month, the IFO compared 
the minimum wages in 

Pennsylvania and five 
neighboring states against 
the real world minimum 
wages being paid in those 
states.

While Pennsylvania 
is still using the federal 
minimum wage of $7.25 
an hour, the IFO’s anal-
ysis found that the aver-
age wage being paid to the 
lowest-paid workers in the 
state averages between 
$9.50 and $10 an hour in 
2022.

Even so, a report 
released by the state’s 
Minimum Wage Advisory 
Board estimated that there 
were 417,800 workers in 
Pennsylvania who made 
between $7.25 and $12 an 
hour.

But that effective mini-
mum wage was still lower 
than the amount being paid 
to the lowest-paid workers 
in Delaware, Maryland, 
New Jersey, New York and 
Ohio.

The IFO review found 
that in New Jersey, which 
had a $13 an hour mini-
mum wage, and Maryland, 
with a $12.50 minimum 

wage, the state-mandated 
minimum wage was the 
same as the effective min-
imum wage in those states.

That analysis was based 
on the wages for store 
cashiers and retail sales-
people. The effective min-
imum wages were slightly 
higher than the state-man-
dated minimum wages in 
New York, with a $13.20 
minimum wage, and Dela-
ware, with a $10.50 an hour 
minimum wage.

But in Ohio, where the 
minimum wage was set by 
the state at $9.30, the state 
minimum was $1 an hour 
less than the effective min-
imum wage being paid the 
lowest-paid cashiers and 
$1.25 an hour less than the 
effective minimum wage 
for retail salespeople. Even 
so, the lowest-paid cashiers 
in Ohio were paid on aver-
age 69 cents an hour more 
than their counterparts in 
Pennsylvania and the low-
est-paid retail salespeople 
in Ohio were paid 33 cents 
an hour more than their 
counterparts in Pennsyl-
vania.

PAY:  Other states’ wages compared
(Continued from Page A1)

That driver ended up first 
on the list to go — and not 
by accident, Baker said.

“She had a great time,” 
Baker said of her subse-
quent ride.

The program will enable 
operators to see how other 
operators perform, Baker 
said.

It will also enable employ-
ees to see the “positive 
impact” the authority has 
for customers, he said.

And it will enable employ-
ees to see the kinds of every-
day anxieties customers 
may endure, like waiting at 
a stop and worrying wheth-
er they’ll make it to work 
on time, Baker said.

Becoming aware of those 
“complications” should 
help employees deliver a 
better “product,” Bilotto 
said.

In potentially helping 
employees see things from 
a customer perspective, 
the program aligns with 
the Biblical injunction “Do 
unto others,” Bilotto and 
Baker agreed.

So far, the response from 
employees has been univer-
sally positive, according  

to Baker.
Participants have been 

especially impressed by 
how well drivers relate to 
their customers, he said. 

Many drivers know their 
customers by name, he said.

A potential risk when 
administrators ride is that 
drivers will feel they’re 
being judged — a percep-
tion Baker has worked to 
dispel.

“We’re not evaluating — 
just riding,” he said. 

The ROW program is 
being done in a similar vein 
as initiatives in PennDOT 
that got employees out of 
the office to see firsthand 
the challenges that field 
workers faced, said Bilot-
to, who retired from the 
department as a mainte-
nance programs engineer. 

All the Amtran adminis-
trators took their monthly 
rides for January and most 
have also done it for Febru-
ary, Baker said.

Four operators have 
taken their 2024 ride so far.

The employees take the 
rides during one of their 
regular shifts.

They get a card, like the 
ones that customers use  

to pay.
The rides should not 

be confused with the ori-
entation ride-alongs that 
newly hired operators take, 
according to Baker.

The new practice may 
be especially valuable for 
the newer operators, said 
Dave James, president of 
the Amalgamated Transit 
Union local.

“They can see how the 
older operators handle it,” 
he said. 

Likewise, it’s good for the 
administrators, who can 
get a feel for what drivers 
go through, he said.

It might be especially 
worthwhile for administra-
tors to ride along early in 
each month, when rider-
ship is higher, James said. 

He said it might make 
sense even for board mem-
bers to ride along some-
times.

He hasn’t had his own 
“customer” ride for 2024 
yet, James said.

The drivers don’t plan for 
them, as Baker determines 
when they go, without 
much notice, James said.

“It’s a surprise kind of 
thing,” he said.

AMTRAN:  Positive response so far
(Continued from Page A1) CLASSIFIEDSFind what you need in the

Ban passed by 
Stroud Board  
of Supervisors 
constitutional 
The Associated Press

HARRISBURG— A town-
ship ordinance that limits 
firing guns to indoor and 
outdoor shooting ranges 
and zoning that signifi-
cantly restricts where the 
ranges can be located do 
not violate the Second 
Amendment, Pennsylva-
nia’s Supreme Court ruled 
Wednesday.

The man who challenged 
Stroud Township’s gun 
laws, Jonathan Barris, 
began to draw complaints 
about a year after he moved 
to the home in the Poco-

nos in 2009 and installed 
a shooting range on his 
5-acre property. An officer 
responding to a complaint 
said the range had a safe 
backstop but the targets 
were in line with a large 
box store in a nearby shop-
ping center.

In response to neighbors’ 
concerns, the Stroud Town-
ship Board of Supervisors 
in late 2011 passed what the 
courts described as a “dis-
charge ordinance,” restrict-
ing gunfire to indoor and 
outdoor gun ranges, as long 
as they were issued zoning 
and occupancy permits. 
It also said guns couldn’t 
be fired between dusk and 
dawn or within 150 feet of 
an occupied structure — 
with exceptions for self-de-
fense, by farmers, by police 
or at indoor firing ranges.

The net effect, wrote Jus-
tice Kevin Dougherty, was 
to restrict the potential con-
struction of shooting ranges 
to about a third of the entire 
township. Barris’ home did 
not meet those restrictions.

Barris sought a zoning 
permit after he was warned 
he could face a fine as well 
as seizure of the gun used 
in any violation of the dis-
charge ordinance. He was 
turned down for the zoning 
permit based on the size of 
his lot, proximity to other 
homes and location outside 
the two permissible zoning 
areas for ranges.

A county judge ruled for 
the township, but Common-
wealth Court in 2021 called 
the discharge ordinance 
unconstitutional, violative 
of Barris’ Second Amend-
ment rights.

Court sides with township 
over backyard gun range





Mother honors 
memories of 
Cherrie Mahan
By Molly Miller
Eagle Staff Writer

Cherrie Mahan disap-
peared from her bus stop 
in Winfi eld Township on 
Feb. 22, 1985, and despite 
time, family and law en-
forcement have not forgot-
ten the missing wide-eyed 
girl.

Cherrie’s mother, Janice 
McKinney, said the 39th 
anniversary of her 8-year-
old daughter’s disappear-
ance has become harder to 
bear. Nonetheless, she will 
continue standing at the 
bottom of her old driveway 
on Cornplanter Road until 
she knows the truth. 

“I’m paying tribute to 
her so it brings her life and 
what happened to her into 
the public one more time. 
And I’ll do it every year 
until she comes home or 
I’m on the other side of the 
grass,” McKinney said. 

Some of McKinney’s 
friends will join her at the 
bottom of the driveway at 
4 p.m. Thursday, and she 
knows many more who can’t 
attend are there in spirit. 

McKinney recalled Feb. 
22, 1985, as a Friday with 
pleasant weather; the 
snow was starting to melt. 

She had the day off, 
and remembered talking 
to Cherrie as she walked 
with her down the steep 

driveway to catch the bus 
that morning. Cherrie was 
a third-grade student at the 
former Winfi eld Elemen-
tary School in the South 
Butler County School Dis-
trict, now the Knoch School 
District.

“I took her down to put 
her on the bus, and she 
gave me orders of what she 
wanted,” she said. 

McKinney elaborated 
that Cherrie was a talk-
ative girl, and told her 
mother she planned to 
come home after school, 
eat dinner and go to a 
friend’s house. 

The rest of the story is 
well known to community 
members and investiga-
tors.

According to Max DeLu-
ca, the detective with state 
police’s criminal investi-
gation unit who handles 
Cherrie’s case, the school 

bus arrived back on Corn-
planter Road just after 4 
p.m.

“Cherrie exited her 
school bus with three oth-
er children,” he said. “The 
stop was approximately 
100 yards from her resi-
dence.” 

After she got off the bus, 
Cherrie was never seen 
again. According to the Na-
tional Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children, 
she was last seen wearing 
a gray coat, blue denim 
skirt, blue leg warmers 
and beige boots.

McKinney said she and 
her husband Leroy, Cher-
rie’s stepfather, both re-
called hearing the school 
bus from their residence 
up the hill. 

“When I heard the bus 
and she didn’t come up, I 
knew something was up,” 
she said. 

McKinney said her fam-
ily moved to Cornplanter 
Road from Saxonburg, 
where Cherrie grew up. 
Shortly after the move, she 
said her daughter kept say-
ing someone was looking 
in at her from outside the 
window. 

This resulted in her 
daughter requesting to 
move bedrooms, according 
to McKinney. 

“When we moved, I 
should have known some-
thing was wrong … Was 
there somebody? I don’t 
know,” she said. 

Disappearance still a 
mystery after 39 years

Cherrie Mahan went missing 
from her bus stop on Feb. 22, 
1985, in Winfi eld Township.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
By Irina Bucur
Eagle Staff Writer

CLINTON TWP — A fi eld 
along Cherry Valley Road 
appeared charred after 
fi refi ghters fought a brush 
fi re for nearly two hours 
Wednesday afternoon.

About 2 or 3 acres of 
grasses and woods were 
burned in front of a home 
in the 300 block of the road, 
Saxonburg Fire Chief Chris 
Dean said at the scene. No 

buildings were damaged in 
the fi re. 

Dean said the fi re was 
the result of a homeowner 
burning weeds in dry con-
ditions. Brush fi res are 
common amid the dry sea-
son, he said, and he noted 
that “very  mild winter con-
ditions” contribute to the 
dryness.

He advised residents not 
to burn materials during 
this time, or any time that 

grasses and organic mate-
rial are dry.

According to Dean, Sax-
onburg Volunteer Fire 
Company responded to the 
scene along with West Deer 
Volunteer Fire Department 
No. 1 and West Deer Volun-
teer Fire Department No. 2 
from Allegheny County.

He said the fi re was re-
ported at 2:48 p.m. Fire 
trucks began to leave 
around 4 p.m.

 A fi eld along Cherry Valley Road appeared charred after fi refi ghters fought a brush fi re for 
nearly two hours Wednesday afternoon.  IRINA BUCUR/BUTLER EAGLE

Field burns in Clinton Twp. 

Eagle Staff Report
Butler County has start-

ed the process of notifying 
people affected by an Octo-
ber data breach, according 
to an update on its website. 

According to the no-
tice, on Oct. 2, federal law 
enforcement alerted the 
county to suspicious activ-
ity involving its computer 
network. 

“Upon being notifi ed, 
the county immediately 
began working with a na-
tionally recognized digital 
forensics team to secure 
its network and investigate 
the scope of the incident,” 
said the notice. 

On Oct. 30, the county 
determined that there had 

been unauthorized access 
to, and acquisition of, per-
sonally identifi able in-
formation maintained on 
the county’s network. Sub-
sequent investigation fo-
cused on fi nding what data 
was involved and who was 
affected.

On Jan. 22, the county 
completed the review and 
began locating mailing 
addresses for people who 
may have been affected, so 
that it could provide them 
with written notice of this 
incident.

According to the state-
ment on the county web-
site, the county has noti-
fi ed local and federal law 
enforcement and continues 

to cooperate with federal 
law enforcement’s investi-
gation into this incident. 

The county is advising 
those affected to take ap-
propriate steps to protect 
their personal information, 
including reviewing and 
monitoring any account 
statements, free credit re-
ports and health insurance 
explanation of benefi ts 
forms for unauthorized or 
suspicious activity. 

If an individual’s Social 
Security number, driver’s 
license number and/or state 
identifi cation card number 
was involved, the county 
will offer credit monitoring 
services at no cost.

County provides update on data breach

See Mystery, Page 7

By Molly Miller
Eagle Staff Writer

SLIPPERY ROCK TWP 
— A man accused of stab-
bing a guest in the neck at 
a party last month saw a 
charge added to his case 
following a preliminary 
hearing Wednesday. 

An additional count of 
felony aggravated assault 
was held against Brennan 
J. Steeley, 24, of Greens-
burg. State police said he 
stabbed Oliver Valera, 
of Slippery Rock, with a 
fi xed-blade knife Jan. 15 at 
the Grove Apartments in 
Slippery Rock Township.

Steeley was originally 
charged with one count 
of felony aggravated as-
sault and misdemeanors 
simple assault and reck-
less endangerment. All the 
charges were held over to 
the Butler County Common 
Pleas Court by District 
Judge Joseph Nash. 

Steeley appeared before 
Nash, who heard testimo-
ny from the investigating 
trooper as well as Valera 
himself, who displayed a 
long, vertical scar he re-
ceived after surgery for the 

knife wound. 
According to Valera, the 

knife damaged his jugular 
vein and was “millimeters” 
from his carotid artery, 
which “would have killed” 
him if it had been stabbed.

“He tried to kill me with 
a knife, stabbed me right in 
the neck,” he said. 

Trooper Dustin Scheer-
baum testifi ed the initial 
report of the stabbing was 
received by 911 dispatch-
ers around 4:19 a.m. The 
call was made by Valera’s 
father. 

The second 911 call came 
from Steeley himself, who 
told dispatchers he would 
be waiting outside his 
apartment for police to ar-
rive. 

Scheerbaum said Stee-
ley was present outside as 
he promised, and he imme-
diately started talking. 

“You could tell he was 
worked up, he was very 
emotional,” he said. “Mr. 
Steeley was very up front 
and honest about the 
events that led up to it.”

Scheerbaum later stat-
ed it was “very apparent” 
Steeley was under the in-
fl uence of a substance. 

Steeley brought investi-
gators into the apartment 
and told them he did not 
know Valera before that 
night, but welcomed him 
into the party along with a 
group of women, according 
to Scheerbaum. 

Valera testifi ed to arriv-
ing at Steeley’s apartment 
with some women he met 
drinking at a restaurant. 
He also testifi ed to not 
knowing Steeley before the 
gathering. 

Charges held against man 
accused of SR stabbing

‘He tried to kill me with a knife, 
stabbed me right in the neck.’ 

Oliver Valera,
stabbing victim

See Stabbing, Page 7
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 

The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:

In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024

1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 6, 2024

1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County

Boyce Campus – AuditoriumBoyce Campus – Auditorium

595 Beatty Rd 
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College

Main Campus – Founders HallMain Campus – Founders Hall

107 College Drive
Butler, PA 16002
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:

Thursday, March 7, 2024

1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

• You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

• You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

• You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

• Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number:
866.566.0649

Passcode:
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input To participate in the telephonic public input 

hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 

on Wednesday, March 6, 2024.on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do 
not pre-register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 

Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 

(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include a.org

following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2) the date and time of the public input  o

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3) a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5) if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits:Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, Wednesday, 

March 6, 2024.March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters:Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions?Questions?
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.

musical). This year, we 
are performing ’The Little 
Mermaid.’ I’m playing a sea 
fi sh, sailor and chef. I just 
thought it was my senior 
year, and I wanted to have 
some fun and try something 
new,” she said.

Lila also serves as a 
school tour guide and school 
ambassador.

“I’ll tour new students and 
prospective students. I help 
around the school with a lot 
of school events,” she said.

Lila came in to the school 
over summer break as well 
to help decorate for the new 
academic year.

“It was a lot of hard work, 
but very rewarding,” she 
said.

While a student at South-
moreland, Lila’s biotech-
nology class helped to raise 
rainbow trout in classroom 
tanks until they were ready 
for release in the wild.

“We fed them and learned 

all about biology and plant 
life,” she said.

During her time at Geibel, 
Lila and other students had 
the opportunity to read 
psalms on a radio station.

She also serves as vice 
president of student council. 
She has helped to organize 
school events, including pep 
rallies, fundraisers and activ-
ities to support students.

“My job as vice president 
is basically to oversee all 
of the activities. It’s nice. I 
get to be hands-on and get 
opinions and inspiration,” 
she said, for events including 
the homecoming dance.

Last year, Lila helped lead 
a cheer camp for younger 
girls.

“We showed them how to 
cheer, some of the chants, 
stunting, really fun stuff like 
that,” she said.

Jennifer Smith, Geibel 
Catholic Junior-Senior High 
School guidance counsel-
or, nominated Lila as this 

week’s selection in our Teen 
of the Week program.

Sponsored by Casini & 
Geibig, LLC, Attorneys at 
Law in Connellsville, the 
program will highlight the 
accomplishments of an 
outstanding senior from an 
area school each Thursday 
in The Daily Courier and the 
Independent-Journal.

Once all the student candi-
dates have been recognized, 
The Daily Courier and 
Casini & Geibig will select 
a Student of the Year, who 
will receive a scholarship 
provided by the law fi rm.

“I have had the honor of 
working with Lila during 
her junior and senior years 
of her high school career. 
In that time, I witnessed her 
growth and maturity. I have 
observed her dedication to 
academics as well as curios-
ity for learning. Throughout 
the years, Lila has shown 
herself to be a determined, 
assertive and resilient 

leader,” Smith wrote in her 
nomination letter.

“Lila is an exceptional 
student who has consistent-
ly demonstrated a strong 
commitment to academic ex-
cellence. She has maintained 
an impressive grade-point 
average and has excelled in 
a rigorous curriculum that 
includes various College in 
High School courses,” she 
added.

“What sets Lila apart 
is not only her academic 
achievements, but also her 
exemplary character and 
dedication to extracurricular 
activities. As a member of 
the National Honor Society, 
the volleyball team, cheer-
leading team and student 
council, Lila has shown 
leadership, teamwork and 
a passion for making a 
positive impact in our school 
community. Lila is a reliable 
mentor to younger students 
and has served as a National 
Honor Society tutor and 

student ambassador during 
her senior year,” Smith 
continued.

“In addition to her aca-
demic and extracurricular 
achievements, Lila possesses 
excellent communication 
and interpersonal skills. She 
is articulate, thoughtful, 
and has a natural ability to 
connect with her peers and 
teachers alike. Her ability 
to collaborate with others 
and contribute positively to 
classroom discussions is tru-
ly commendable. Lila also 
possesses excellent leader-
ship skills, which have been 
recognized by school staff 
and students,” she said.

Smith noted Lila’s 
election as student council 
vice president and National 
Honor Society president, 
as well as her recognition 
as a Geibel student of the 
month and the Connellsville 
Elks student of the month as 
leadership roles.

“I am confi dent that Lila 

will excel in any academic 
or professional setting she 
chooses to pursue,” she said.

Lila plans to start looking 
for a summer job or intern-
ship soon.

“I’m really focused on 
academics right now,” she 
said.

Lila has been accepted 
to the University of Pitts-
burgh and looks forward to 
attending its main campus 
following graduation.

“I plan to study political 
science. I do want to go 
to law school. I’ve always 
loved law and politics; I fi nd 
them fascinating. I think 
you have to understand the 
law, and I thought studying 
political science would be 
the best way to do that,” she 
added.

Lila is considering practic-
ing criminal law one day and 
hopes to minor in criminal 
justice.
Mary Pickels is a Daily Courier 
contributing writer.

Lancaster

Continued from Page A1

For any questions, call 
724-437-7913, ext. 207.

“We are doing our part and 
hopefully this time around 
we can get the fi rst round of 
funding and we can get this 
project under way,” Lincoln 
said.

Fay-Penn Econom-
ic Development Council 
is requesting individuals, 
businesses, municipalities, 
service organizations and 
anyone else in the Connells-
ville, Scottdale, Everson and 
Mt. Pleasant areas to sub-
mit letters showing support 
for the proposed Iron Horse 
Bridge project in Connells-
ville as well as a proposed 
route to connect the Yough 
River Trail with the Coal & 
Coke Trail.

The connection of the Coal 
& Coke Trail in Westmore-
land County with the Yough 
River Trail in Connellsville, 
as well as the connection of 
the Sheepskin Trail to the 
trail system in West Virginia 
is just a part of the region-

alization aspect Fay-Penn 
is looking to include in the 
submission for the federal 
Rebuilding American Infra-
structure with Sustainability 
and Equity grant through the 
U.S. Department of Trans-
portation for planning the 
Iron Horse Bridge Project.

Last year a grant proposal 
for $2 million was submit-
ted by Fay-Penn on behalf 
of the City of Connellsville 
in hopes of garnering funds 
for the planning portion of 
the Iron Horse Bridge Proj-
ect that would create a tourist 
destination in Connellsville 
by creating a park on a bridge 
using an old railroad trestle 
over the Youghiogheny River 
in Connellsville.

Although the application 
did not receive funding at 
the time, Laura Kurtz Kuhns 
with Fay-Penn said it was 
still a strong proposal despite 
the lack of time to prepare the 
best grant proposal possible.

After a debriefi ng with 
federal offi cials in charge of 
the grant, all parties involved 
agreed to resubmit for the 

grant this year, with propos-
al improvements that would 
show more regional connec-
tions.

Award decisions should be 
made by the end of June.

The funding being sought 
is for the planning phase of 
this project, including the 
trail connectors, so nothing 
has been fi nalized or even 
looked into in-depth, al-
though there are three possi-
ble routes to connect the two 
trails from a study that was 
done in 2018.

Fay-Penn will submit the 
RAISE grant application on 
behalf of the City of Con-
nellsville since this program 
requires the applicant to be a 
unit of government.

Lincoln said these support 
letters are of the utmost im-
portance.

Lincoln said previously 
that in the fi rst round a large 
number of support letters 
were received.

He said the letters are cru-
cial to show that the project 
will be benefi cial to Con-
nellsville and surrounding 

communities.
Fay-Penn offi cials said the 

letters to not have to be long. 
They should discuss why the 
project is important to your 
organization, interests or 
missions.

Some possible reasons for 
support of the project could 
include: providing a sense 
of community pride with 
quality of life, the expansion 
of safe active transportation 
options to neighboring com-
munities and capturing the 
area’s capacity to be a fi rst-
choice hospitality destination 
for Sheepskin, Coal & Coke 
and GAP trail users.

Other possible reasons 
for support could include: 
building transportation al-
ternatives to shift commuter 
traffi c to biking and walking, 
establishing Connellsville as 
the epicenter of Laurel High-
lands destination recreation 
tourism, expanding wellness 
offerings for active living 
lifestyles to improve work-
force health and stimulating 
business growth, talent reten-
tion and attraction with pub-

lic amenities.
Those who wrote letters 

last year can just change the 
date and use the same let-
ter; however, reference the 
expanded trail corridors to 
communities both north and 
south of Connellsville.

In other business, council:
• Accepted the resignation 

of Jennifer Bradmonh, police 
secretary.

• Permitted City Clerk 
Vern Ohler to apply for a 
Southwestern Pennsylvania 
Commission Smart Trans-
portation for Livable Com-
munities Program grant for 
funding for the Dutch Bot-
tom Pedestrian Bridge.

• Agreed to apply for 
a COVID-19 ARPA  PA 
Multi-Purpose Community 
Facilities Program Grant for 
repairs  and upgrades to city 
hall. Lincoln said it has been 
more than 40 years since any 
upgrades have   been made.

• Agreed to increase rental  
fees on pavilions at all city-
owned parks  from $100 to 
$125 for Fridays, Saturdays, 
Sundays and holidays and 

from $45 to $60 for Mondays 
through Thursdays,  not in-
cluding holidays.

• Granted the Connellsville 
Recreation Board permission 
to stage a hole at   the Con-
nellsville Senior Center for  
the 2024 Barstool Open on 
June 15. It is a fundraiser.

• Granted permission to 
the Jamie McPoyle Foun-
dation in conjunction with 
the Connellsville Recreation 
Board to use Austin Park on 
May 25 for an adult kickball 
tournament.

• Granted permission to 
the Jamie McPoyle Foun-
dation in conjunction with 
the Connellsville Recreation 
Board to hold the second an-
nual Jamie McPoyle Bike/
Run/Walk on Oct. 5 at 10 
a.m. through the streets of the 
city’s South Side and at and 
around Austin Park, pending 
approval from the police and 
fi re chiefs.

Roxanne Abramowitz is The 
Daily Courier editor. She can be 
reached at rabramowitz@daily-
courier.com.

Letters

Continued from Page A1
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Our FREE delivery 
program isn’t 
limited to just 

prescriptions. Add 
OTC medications 

and other items to 
your order, as long 

as you have at least 
one prescription. 
Call us today for 

details!

DELIVERING more 
than PRESCRIPTIONS

670 Philadelphia Street     
724.465.4200

www.diamonddrug.com

of New Germany, Inc.

Oak bookcases from 36” to 60” high 
Made in America

of New Germany, Inc.of New Germany, Inc.Smith’s Furniture

Two Locations!

WWW.SMITHFURN.COM
M & F 9am-8-pm; T-W-Th-Sat 9am-5pm

FREE DELIVERY
within 30 miles or

CASH & CARRY DISCOUNT
3955 W. Pike Rd., Indiana

724-349-6921
129 Tower Rd., Summerhill

800-288-1510

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS 
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County 
Boyce Campus – Auditorium 
595 Beatty Rd  
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396 
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College 
Main Campus – Founders Hall 
107 College Drive 
Butler, PA 16002 
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

•  You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

•  You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

•  You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

•  Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number: 
866.566.0649

Passcode: 
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input 
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do 
not pre-register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include 
following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2)  the date and time of the public input 

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3)  a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5)  if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions? 
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.

Peoples-Hearing Regulatory Ad_IndianaGazette.indd   1 2/19/24   1:53 PM

Venue near Ford City to become wellness center
By DENNIS PHILLIPS
Kittanning Leader Times

FORD CITY — Under 
new ownership, the for-
mer Inn at Lenape Heights 
Events Center and Golf 
Resort will be transition-
ing into the Lenape Well-
ness Center.

On Tuesday, Lenape 
Wellness Center Chief 
Clinical Officer Cecilia 
Plavnick and Manager Me-
lissa Harmon discussed 
with the Kittanning Lead-
er Times what the future 
holds for the site near 
Ford City in Manor Town-
ship, Armstrong County.

Plavnick said the Lenape 
Wellness Center will be 
a facility for people with 
mental health conditions.

“It will be for people that 
might have depression 
and/or anxiety,” Plavnick 
said. “We’re going to be 
providing clinical services 
to the patients who will be 
coming here for a certain 
amount of months to re-
cover and then they will 
go back to their commu-
nity.”

Plavnick said the aver-
age stay for a patient will 
be four to six months, but 
that will be determined on 
an individual basis based 
on a person’s progress.

“It will be mainly be-
tween four to six months,” 
she said.

Plavnick said the center 
will be for people dealing 
with mental health issues 
and not for people recov-
ering from drug addiction 
or alcohol abuse.

“We’re not here for a 
rehab,” she said. “We’re 
here for a wellness cen-
ter, which is primarily for 
mental health conditions. 
We’re not opening this 
place as a drug addiction 
rehab center.”

Plavnick, who is also 
one of the facility’s owners 
under the name 950 Golf 

Course Road LLC, noted 
that the ownership group 
has run several similar fa-
cilities.

“We have approximately 
16 different locations all 
through the United States, 
so we have a long histo-
ry of running facilities,” 
she said. “I’m a psychol-
ogist myself. I’ve been in 
the field for more than 20 
years.”

Plavnick said the well-
ness center will provide 
clinical services to pa-
tients. There are 20 rooms 
at the inn, which could be 
turned into 35 to 40 pa-
tient beds.

“We’re going to be pro-
viding group sessions. 
We’re going to be pro-
viding individual thera-
py. We’re going to have a 
whole staff here to provide 

those services,” she said. 
“We’re going to have psy-
chiatrists. We’re going to 
have doctors. We’re going 
to have therapists. We’re 
going to have people that 
will oversee the patients 
here 24 hours a day.”

There will be a lot of ex-
tracurricular activities at 
the center to help patients 
stay busy as they improve 
their mental health, she 
said. Plavnick said that 
includes keeping the golf 
course.

However, it’s not known, 
at this point, if the course 
will be open to the public.

“We don’t know yet if 
(the golf course is) going 
to be open to the public,” 
she said. “We do know 
we are keeping (the golf 
course) as it is.”

Plavnick said only a 

minimum of renovations 
are planned to the facili-
ty, with hopes of the cen-
ter possibly being open by 
summer.

“The facility is already 
gorgeous, so we are not 
planning on doing any-
thing major,” she said as 
far as renovations. “Hope-
fully, we will be opening 
by summer.”

Refunds on the way to 

those who had reserva-
tions at former business

As far as reservations for 
people who have booked 
a wedding reception or a 
hotel stay or purchased a 
golf membership, Harmon 
said people will be receiv-
ing full refunds.

She said the owners 
have offered anyone who 
had booked a wedding re-
ception before the end of 
June at Lenape the possi-
bility of still holding their 
celebration at the resort, 
but, so far, there has been 
no interest.

“Beyond (the end of 
June), we thought other 
couples had sufficient 
time to book with another 
venue,” she said.

Harmon said there had 
only been three wedding 
receptions booked at 
Lenape before the end of 
June, with two already re-
serving another location. 
They have contacted the 
third party, but have not 
heard anything back, she 
said.

In all, Harmon said 
Lenape only had 14 wed-
ding receptions booked 
for the year, with most of 
them scheduled for Sep-
tember, October and No-
vember.

As far as Lenape staff, 
five of 10 full-time em-
ployees have been kept 
on, Harmon said.

She said the other five 
full-time employees were 
part of the kitchen staff 
who had been laid off al-

ready because they’re sea-
sonal workers. She noted 
four part-time employees 
have also been kept on to 
continue cleaning the fa-
cility.

Plavnick said once the 
Lenape Wellness Center 
is fully operational there 
will be 50 staff members, 
which is more employees 
than when the inn, events 
center and golf resort 
were open.

“As we grow, there will 
be the potential for a lot of 
different jobs — full time 
and part time,” she said. 
Before the Lenape Well-
ness Center opens, Plav-
nick said the owners are 
planning to have an open 
house, so the community 
can see the new facility.

She also said they are 
planning to have commu-
nity events periodically, 
so the public can return to 
Lenape.

“This place being here 
and listening to, you 
know, what everyone had 
to say, it seems this place 
was very important to the 
community. It brought the 
community together,” she 
said. 

“It’s very important to 
me to bring the communi-
ty together.”

Dennis Phillips is associ-
ate editor of the Kittanning 
Leader Times, a Sample 
News Group sibling of the 
Indiana Gazette. He can be 
reached at (724) 543-1303, 
ext. 1318, or dphillips@
leadertimes.com.

Submitted photo
WHILE THE golf course on the property may see future use, the Lenape Heights Events 
Center and Golf Resort will transition into the Lenape Wellness Center.

By FREY HEIDE
Fheide@indianagazette.net

BLAIRSVILLE — Bor-
ough Council voted Tues-
day to advertise a new or-
dinance aimed at cleaning 
up streets and houses of 
trash.

Ordinance 714 states 
that any residence with 
trash not properly stored 
in a receptacle made for 
garbage storage, including 
a garbage can or dump-
ster, or the receptacle not 
stored in an area that ob-
scures it from public sight, 

will be fi ned no more than 
$100 for each offense.

“We’re just trying to 
clean up the frontage of 
homes and the streets 
without having all this re-
fuse being collected on 
porches or front yards,” 
borough Manager Jody 
Poorbaugh said.

The ordinance was 
unanimously approved to 
be advertised for 30 days 
to accept public com-
ment despite some con-
tention about what time 
on collection day trash is 
allowed to be placed for 

collection trucks.
Council President Pro 

Tempore David Janusek 
says the current time, 
noon, is too early and 
could still be a detriment 
to the look of the borough 
and suggested that the 
time be moved to later in 
the evening.

“I could tell you the 
trash that I pick up week-
ly on Walnut,” he said. “It’s 

people putting stuff out at 
noon.”

Council President John 
Bertolino says the time is 
a compromise and can be 
changed pending public 
comment.

Council will vote to 
adopt the ordinance in its 
next meeting.

Additionally, coun-
cil gave the go-ahead 
to pursue purchasing a 
2024 Dodge Durango for 
$64,698 to replace a police 
vehicle that had racked up 
many miles and is current-
ly facing major transmis-

sion issues.
Police Chief Louie Sacco 

says that normally Blairs-
ville Borough Police would 
have purchased a Ford 
Interceptor, but due to 
strikes causing a substan-
tial backorder and a more 
than $70,000 price tag, 
it was diffi cult to justify 
pursing the purchase of a 
2025 Interceptor.

Other topics discussed 
include:

• After waiving the 30 
day waiting period, coun-
cil unanimously voted to 
appoint Nicholas Puzak 

to the Borough Planning 
Commission, fi lling one of 
the two vacant seats on the 
three-person commission.

• Daniel Vresilovic was 
appointed to the Blairsville 
Municipal Authority, fi lling 
its vacant seat.

• Council accepted the 
re-election of Thomas 
Smith, Patricia Evanko 
and Patricia Stasio to the 
Blairsville Public Library 
board.

Blairsville Borough 
Council will next meet at 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 
19.

Borough advertises garbage ordinance
BLAIRSVILLE

BOROUGH
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                        NYSE      NASD

NAME            LAST     CHG.   %YTD

DOW 38,618.03 38,338.58 38,612.24 +48.44 +0.13% +2.45%
DOW Trans. 15,613.55 15,416.38 15,582.45 +118.68 +0.77% -1.99%
DOW Util. 854.97 844.25 854.18 +11.76 +1.40% -3.12%
NYSE Comp. 17,386.97 17,278.14 17,382.68 +42.51 +0.25% +3.14%
NASDAQ 15,583.68 15,451.65 15,580.87 -49.91 -0.32% +3.79%
S&P 500 4,983.21 4,946.00 4,981.80 +6.29 +0.13% +4.44%
S&P 400 2,814.77 2,794.93 2,813.17 +5.21 +0.19% +1.14%
Wilshire 5000 50,141.18 49,775.61 50,129.94 +17.64 +0.04% +3.80%
Russell 2000 1,997.60 1,982.44 1,994.74 -9.40 -0.47% -1.59%

                               HIGH            LOW          CLOSE           CHG.        %CHG.           YTDStocksRecap

A-B-C
AFLAC 79.26 +.48 -3.9
AGNC Inv 9.48 -.02 -3.4
AMC Ent rs 4.57 -.09 -25.3
ASE Tch 9.56 +.06 +1.6
AT&T Inc 17.00 +.09 +1.3
AbbottLab 117.87 +1.23 +7.1
AberFitc 117.25 +.86 +32.9
AcutsMd h .22 -.02 +8.4
AMD 164.29 -1.40 +11.5
AffirmHld 36.67 -1.32 -25.4
Agenus .66 -.01 -20.4
Agilent 135.33 +1.19 -2.7
AirProd 228.10 +.01 -16.7
Alcoa Cp 27.96 +1.27 -17.8
Alight 9.30 -.28 +9.0
AlliantEg s 49.09 +.84 -4.3
Allstate 159.17 -.55 +13.7
Alphabt C 143.84 +1.64 +2.1
Alphabt A 142.55 +1.43 +2.0
Altria 40.47 +.22 +.3
Amazon 168.59 +1.51 +11.0
Amcor 9.21 +.09 -4.5
AmAirlines 14.79 +.09 +7.6
AEP 82.56 +1.68 +1.6
AmExp 210.89 -1.60 +12.6
AmTower 188.22 -.18 -12.8
Ameriprise 395.36 -1.42 +4.1
AmrSvFin 2.90 -.02 -10.4
Amgen 283.46 -.05 -1.6
AnalogDev 193.72 +4.32 -2.4
Ansys 328.63 -3.51 -9.4
AnteroRes 25.63 +2.22 +13.0
APA Corp 31.44 +.46 -12.4
Apple Inc s 182.32 +.76 -5.3
ApldMatl 190.33 +1.51 +17.4
ArborRT 13.08 -.33 -13.8
ArcdLith n 4.69 +.04 -31.1
ArcelorM 26.30 -.02 -7.4
Arm Hldg n 123.39 +1.62 +64.2
Ashland 92.18 +.12 +9.3
AuriniaPh 5.74 +.15 -36.2
AuroraInn A 2.78 -.05 -36.4
Avantor 24.41 +.36 +6.9
AvisBudg 101.14 -5.11 -42.9
BP PLC 35.70 +.32 +.8
BP Pru 2.47 +.06 ...
BakHugh 29.34 +.29 -14.2
BallardPw 3.07 -.04 -17.0
BcoSantSA 4.09 +.01 -1.2
BkofAm 33.70 -.26 +.1
BkNYMel 55.12 +.25 +5.9
BarrickGld 14.75 +.02 -18.5
Baxter 42.23 +.46 +9.2
BaytexEn 3.39 +.11 +2.1
Belden 81.25 +.82 +5.2
BerkHa A 617011 +3871 +13.7
BerkH B 409.25 +2.10 +14.7
BestBuy 74.12 +.85 -5.3
BeyondMt 7.33 +.15 -17.6
BigLots 4.06 -.23 -47.9
Biolase rs .14 -.01 -87.3
BitDigital 2.72 -.15 -35.7
BlinkCh 2.99 -.10 -11.8
BlockHR 46.29 +.18 -4.3
BlueStar rs .11 -.01 -25.0
Boeing 201.57 -1.80 -22.7
BostonSci 65.75 -.47 +13.7
BrMySq 50.91 +1.05 -.8
BzzFeed A .22 -.02 -12.4
CBIZ Inc 72.72 +.37 +16.2
CNH Indl 11.95 +.01 -1.9
CNX Resc 21.04 +1.36 +5.2
CSX 37.10 +.24 +7.0
CVS Health 77.15 +.84 -2.3
Cabot 82.07 +1.37 -1.7
CaesarsEnt 42.24 +.59 -9.9
Cameco g 41.73 +.26 -3.2
CampSp 42.60 +.44 -1.5
Canaan 1.89 -.26 -18.2
CdnNR 129.07 +1.06 +2.7
Canoo Inc .13 -.00 -51.4
CapOne 135.01 -2.38 +3.0
Carnival 14.71 -.05 -20.7
Carvana A 49.40 -2.41 -6.7
Caterpillar 317.14 +3.40 +7.3
Cencora 233.47 +1.11 +13.7
CenovusE 17.50 +.32 +5.1
CenterPnt 28.28 +.49 -1.0
ChargEnt .08 -.01 -29.8
ChrgePt 1.93 -.13 -17.5
ChesEng 83.85 +6.20 +9.0
Chevron 155.44 +1.44 +4.2
Chewy 16.04 -.46 -32.1
Cirrus 90.37 +.39 +8.6
Cisco 48.48 +.20 -4.0
Citigroup 55.33 -.09 +7.6
CleanSp 15.46 -1.10 +40.2
ClovrHlth .95 -.01 -.6
CocaCola 61.24 +.54 +3.9
Coinbase 162.41 -10.89 -6.6
ColgPalm 85.31 +.70 +7.0
Comcast 41.85 +.19 -3.9
CmtyHlt 2.90 -1.14 -7.3
Compass 3.49 -.16 -7.2
ComstkRs 8.33 +.79 -5.9
Conflunt A 32.58 -.14 +39.2
ConocoPhil 112.87 +3.33 -2.8

ConEd 88.61 +1.03 -2.6
Corning 32.25 -.04 +5.9
Coterra 26.16 +1.53 +2.5
Coty 12.64 +.47 +1.8
Coupang 15.88 +.21 -1.9
CrescPtE g 7.02 +.18 +1.3
CrowdStr 292.36 -31.35 +14.5
CrwnElec rs .10 -.00 -32.4
CrownHold 75.25 +2.11 -18.3
CushWake 10.00 -1.14 -7.4
Cyngn h .19 -.01 +32.4

D-E-F
Darden 166.44 +1.13 +1.3
Deere 357.29 -.09 -10.6
DeltaAir 40.76 +.16 +1.3
DenisnM g 1.85 +.04 +4.5
DevonE 44.11 +.70 -2.6
DineEquity 44.35 -.53 -10.7
Discover 120.71 -3.01 +7.4
Disney 107.67 -1.77 +19.2
DomEngy 46.29 +.94 -1.5
DraftKin 40.75 -.57 +15.6
Dropbox 23.86 -.37 -19.1
DuPont 69.06 +1.09 -10.2
DukeEngy 92.99 +1.05 -4.2
eBay 43.80 +.21 +.4
EOG Rescs 116.36 +3.23 -3.8
EQT Corp 37.30 +3.57 -3.5
EastChem 85.71 +1.20 -4.6
ElectArts 141.17 +.13 +3.2
EliLilly 745.91 -9.75 +28.0
Elme Cmt 13.53 -.09 -7.3
EmergBio 2.71 +1.19 +12.9
Enbridge 34.80 +.36 -3.4
EngFoc rs 2.29 +1.00 +51.7
EgyTrnsfr 14.85 +.21 +7.6
Enovix 10.73 -1.05 -14.3
Entergy 101.26 +1.25 +.1
EntProdPt 27.63 +.20 +4.9
Equifax 257.03 -.82 +3.9
EquitMid 10.63 +.13 +4.4
Ericsson 5.35 -.01 -15.1
EssentUtil 36.36 +.20 -2.7
Etsy 77.13 +1.26 -4.8
EversrceE 58.42 +.90 -5.3
Exelon 36.21 +1.48 +.9
Expedia h 134.64 -1.35 -11.3
ExtrmNet 11.83 -.01 -32.9
ExxonMbl 104.85 +2.10 +4.9
FNBCp PA 13.43 +.04 -2.5
FardyFut rs .07 -.01 -68.0
FedExCp 241.41 +1.87 -4.6
FifthThird 33.49 -.31 -2.9
FstCwlth 13.25 -.16 -14.2
FMajSilv g 4.45 -.08 -27.6
FirstEngy 37.82 +.67 +3.2
Fiserv 147.64 -.29 +11.1
FlrtyPfdOp 8.22 +.03 +3.3
Flex Ltd 27.27 -.46 +23.1
FordM 12.14 -.11 -.4
Fortinet 65.34 -2.57 +11.6
FrptMcM 38.86 +.72 -8.7
FrghtCar lf 3.05 +.10 +12.8
FDelMnt 24.06 +.14 -8.3
FriedmInd 17.82 +.51 +15.3
fuboTV 1.93 -.07 -39.3
FuelCell 1.26 -.04 -21.3

G-H-I
GE Hlth 84.98 -1.41 +9.9
Gap 19.14 +.10 -7.8
GenDigitl 21.55 -.15 -5.6

Shell plc 64.38 +.76 -2.2
Shrwin 314.29 +3.03 +.8
Shopify 75.59 -3.03 -3.0
SiNtxTc .15 +.00 -60.6
SimonProp 150.28 +1.38 +5.4
SiriusXM 4.68 -.05 -14.4
Smucker 126.08 +.20 -.2
SnapInc A 10.74 -.21 -36.6
SnapOn 269.12 +.08 -6.8
SoFiTech 8.11 -.40 -18.5
SolarEdg 74.14 -10.28 -20.8
SoundGr rs 4.42 +1.55 +61.3
SouthnCo 67.73 +.69 -3.4
SwstAirl 34.54 +.68 +19.6
SwstnEngy 7.10 +.49 +8.4
Square 64.47 -1.26 -16.7
StanBlkDk 88.67 +.21 -9.6
Starbucks 95.02 +1.56 -1.0
SummW .04 -.01 -64.1
SunnovEn 11.69 +.45 -23.3
SunPower 3.43 -.04 -29.0
Sunrun 15.58 -.31 -20.6
SupMicC 734.17 -53.40 +158.3
SwisHelv 7.97 +.03 -2.8
TJX 98.17 +.81 +4.6
Target 148.79 -1.10 +4.5
TayshaGn 2.52 +.37 +42.4
Technip 20.27 +.33 +.6
Tegna 14.47 -.03 -5.4
Teladoc 15.64 -4.85 -27.4
Tellurian .85 +.04 +12.4
TeraWulf 2.18 -.19 -9.2
Tesla 194.77 +1.01 -21.6
TetraTech 3.84 -.03 -15.0
TexInst 164.08 +1.34 -3.7
3M Co 91.71 -.11 -16.1
TilrayBr 1.78 -.02 -22.6
Toast A 20.75 -1.03 +13.6
TollBros 107.64 +4.09 +4.7
Toyota 227.09 +.32 +23.8
TractSupp 235.38 -1.04 +9.5
TradDsA 82.08 -.48 +14.1
TransDigm 1164.35 +5.34 +15.1
Transocn 4.86 +.19 -23.5
TriContl 29.33 +.07 +1.7
TriconRes 11.11 +.02 +22.1
Trinity 26.53 +.22 -.2
TruistFn 35.77 +.21 -3.1
Tuppwre 1.32 -.02 -34.0
23andMe .67 -.05 -26.7
2U .44 +.03 -64.6
Tyson 53.67 -.38 -.1
U Power n .07 -.03 -59.8
Uber Tch 76.44 -.16 +24.2
UiPath 22.90 -.92 -7.8
UndrArm 8.27 +.13 -5.9
UnionPac 251.32 +4.18 +2.3
Unisys 5.17 -2.63 -8.0
UtdAirlHl 44.05 +.59 +6.8
UBSI 34.49 -.30 -8.1
UPS B 148.27 -.37 -5.7
US Bancrp 40.82 -.32 -5.7
USSteel 46.17 +.39 -5.1
UntySftw 30.83 -1.19 -24.6
UpstarHld 24.51 -1.03 -40.0
UraniumEn 6.69 -.02 +4.5

V-W-X-Y-Z
VF Corp 15.97 -.23 -15.1
VICI Pr 29.66 +.10 -7.0
ValeroE 137.15 +2.12 +5.5
VCI Glbl n 1.26 +.14 -44.2
Ventyx 5.04 +2.05 +104.0
VerizonCm 41.10 +.60 +9.0
VertivHl 58.55 -3.47 +21.9
Viatris 13.26 +.02 +22.4
Viavi 9.38 -.13 -6.9
VirgnGal 1.76 -.05 -28.2
Vodafone 8.47 -.13 -2.6
WEC Engy 79.29 +1.29 -5.8
WW Intl 3.49 -.34 -60.2
WalMart 173.70 -2.16 +10.2
WalgBoots 21.75 -.56 -16.7
WBroDis A 9.57 -.32 -15.9
WsteMInc 204.23 +2.44 +14.0
Wayfair 48.78 -1.70 -20.9
WellsFargo 52.66 +.89 +7.0
Wendys Co 17.87 -.10 -8.3
Wesco Intl 142.55 -2.48 -18.0
WheatPr g 40.74 -3.48 -17.4
Whrlpl 110.01 +.61 -9.7
WmsCos 34.68 +.57 -.4
WmsSon 219.96 -3.86 +9.0
Winnbgo 69.56 +.33 -4.6
Workhrs rs .32 -.04 -11.9
XcelEngy 59.81 +.62 -3.4
XeroxHld 18.61 -.20 +1.5
Xpeng 9.08 +.08 -37.8
YumBrnds 135.23 +1.28 +3.5
ZimmerBio 128.35 +3.37 +5.5
Zscaler 213.92 -35.12 -3.4

Gold (oz) 2,022.30 2,027.50 -0.26 -1.9
Silver (oz) 22.85 23.11 -1.10 -4.2
Platinum (oz) 889.60 914.30 -2.70 -10.6
Copper (lb) 3.87 3.87 +0.21 -0.2
Palladium (oz) 946.10 979.30 -3.39 -14.3

METALS                     CLOSE          PVS.        %CHG        %YTD

GenDynam 271.90 +2.97 +4.7
GenElec 149.07 +.45 +16.8
GenMotors 39.49 +.48 +9.9
Gevo .88 +.00 -24.4
Gibraltar 74.02 -11.17 -6.3
GileadSci 73.20 +1.16 -9.6
GinkgoBi 1.29 -.08 -23.7
GlobPay 132.46 +1.66 +4.3
GlbeLife 126.59 +.74 +4.0
Goodyear 12.50 +.11 -12.7
GrabHl A 3.45 -.04 +2.4
Gracell 10.25 +.01 +2.1
GrnGiant h .04 -.00 -19.2
HP Inc 28.43 -.20 -5.5
Hallibrtn 35.13 ... -2.8
HanJS 10.88 -.01 ...
Hanesbds 4.58 +.04 +2.7
HarleyD 37.55 -.02 +1.9
HarmonyG 5.56 -.06 -9.6
HlthcrRlT 13.73 -.29 -20.3
HlthpeakPr 16.82 -.10 -15.1
HeclaM 3.58 +.03 -25.6
HelixEn 9.85 +.10 -4.2
Hershey 192.49 -1.08 +3.2
HP Ent 14.91 -.10 -12.2
HomeDp 364.13 +1.56 +5.1
Honda 34.94 +.31 +13.0
HonwllIntl 199.53 +.59 -4.9
HostHotls 20.21 +.55 +3.8
HuntBncsh 12.87 +.11 +1.2
IAMGld g 2.55 -.02 +.8
IQIYI 3.62 +.03 -25.8
InspirVetA n .11 -.02 -68.1
Insteel 34.89 +.29 -8.9
Intel 43.47 -1.05 -13.5
InterDig 108.84 -1.92 +.3
IBM 179.70 -3.74 +9.9
IntFlav 76.78 -5.25 -5.2
IntPap 34.73 -.55 -3.9
IntuitMch A 9.32 -1.67 +264.8
IonisPhm 43.53 -.82 -14.0
IovanceTh 15.77 +3.74 +94.0

J-K-L
JPMorgCh 180.90 +1.17 +6.3
JaguaH .07 -.00 -55.6
JetBlue 6.71 -.30 +20.9
JohnJn 158.68 +.82 +1.2
KaiserAlu 66.08 +.31 -7.2
Kellanova 56.45 +.32 +1.0
Kennamtl 23.66 -.42 -8.3
Kenvue n 19.30 +.24 -10.4
KeurDrPep 31.60 +.37 -5.2
Keycorp 14.26 +.07 -1.0
KimbClk 120.45 +1.30 -.9
KindMorg 17.42 +.36 -1.2
Kinross g 4.96 -.11 -18.0
Kintara .09 -.00 -44.7
KosmosEn 5.95 +.20 -11.3
KraftHnz 36.39 +.77 -1.6
Kroger 47.81 -.19 +4.6
LamarAdv 107.71 -.12 +1.3
Landstar 190.98 -.12 -.3

Leslies 6.89 -.70 -.3
LbtyASE 6.58 +.01 +3.1
LbtyASG 5.32 -.01 +.8
LghtWndr 88.17 +.03 +7.4
Lowes 227.79 +2.28 +2.4
LucidGrp 3.70 +.02 -12.1
LumenTch 1.55 ... -15.3
LuminrTc A 2.40 -.14 -28.8
Lyft Inc 16.13 -.60 +7.6

M-N-0
Macys 18.99 -.27 -5.6
Manulife g 23.99 -.38 +8.6
Maplebear n 28.83 +1.13 +22.8
MarathDig 22.90 -1.61 -2.5
MarathnO 23.65 +.48 -2.1
MarIntA 243.35 +.93 +7.9
MarriotVac 87.60 +1.69 +3.2
MarvellTch 65.52 +.48 +8.6
Mattel 19.66 +.32 +4.1
Matterprt A 2.11 -.43 -21.6
MatthInt 28.48 +.68 -22.3
McCorm 67.53 -.53 -1.3
McDnlds 293.91 +1.26 -.9
MedProp 3.80 +.20 -22.6
Medtrnic 85.90 +.05 +4.3
Merck 128.12 +.75 +17.5
Meta Plt 468.03 -3.22 +32.2
MetLife 68.94 +.32 +4.2
MicCloud rs 15.50 -.91 +336.6
MicronT 81.49 +.78 -4.5
Microsoft 402.18 -.61 +7.0
Mondelez 73.80 +.61 +1.9
MonstrBv s 55.14 -.26 -4.3
MorgStan 85.46 +.11 -8.4
Mosaic 30.23 -.13 -15.4
MotusGI rs 1.10 +.45 -13.7
NVR 7397.52 -22.50 +5.7
Nabors 81.17 -1.81 -.6
NanoX 9.24 -1.10 +45.1
Nasdaq 56.04 +.50 -3.6
NatFuGas 49.61 +1.11 -1.1
NatRsPt 87.50 +3.39 -5.5
NY CmtyB 4.50 -.19 -56.0
NY Times 43.32 +.09 -11.4
NewellBr 7.62 -.18 -12.2
NewmntCp 33.43 +.24 -19.2
NextEraEn 57.10 +.49 -6.0
NiSource 26.25 +.23 -1.1
NikeB 105.27 +1.97 -3.0
Nikola .70 -.00 -19.7
NokiaCp 3.53 +.04 +3.2
NorflkSo 257.62 +3.83 +9.0
NorthropG 460.00 +6.09 -1.7
NwstBcsh 11.62 -.07 -6.9
NorwCruis 16.10 -.08 -19.7
Nu Hldg 10.09 -.17 +21.1
NustarEn 23.81 +.20 +27.5
Nvidia 674.72 -19.80 +36.2
OcciPet 60.47 +.91 +1.3
Ocugen 1.06 +.02 +84.3
Olin 51.86 +.71 -3.9
OnSmcnd 77.62 +.15 -7.1

ONEOK 73.33 +1.64 +4.4
OpendrTc 2.91 +.12 -35.0
OpkoHlth 1.01 -.02 -33.1
Oracle 108.16 -.29 +2.6
OrignA h 3.78 +1.48 +68.0

P-Q-R
PennEnt 17.42 +.15 -33.1
PG&E Cp 16.78 +.15 -6.9
PNC 146.57 -.13 -5.3
PPG 142.65 +1.49 -4.6
PPL Corp 26.89 +.45 -.8
PTC Inc 176.62 -.27 +.9
PacBiosci 5.08 -.21 -48.2
Pagay A 1.38 +.08 ...
Palantir 22.74 -.66 +32.4
PaloAlt 261.97 -104.12 -11.2
Paramnt B 11.80 -.15 -20.2
Patterson 27.85 -.55 -2.1
PattUTI 11.59 -.08 +7.3
PayPal 57.48 -1.15 -6.4
PelotnIntr 4.28 -.07 -29.7
PepsiCo 168.83 +.18 -.6
PermRes n 14.72 +.28 +8.2
Pfizer 27.67 +.08 -3.9
PhilipMor 90.57 +.93 -3.7
PhilipsNV 19.87 -.29 -14.8
PhysRltTr 11.31 -.04 -13.5
PimcMu3 7.52 -.01 +1.8
Pineapple .08 -.01 -86.0
Pinterest 35.44 +.33 -4.3
PitnyBw 3.82 -.12 -13.2
PlugPowr h 3.41 -.33 -24.3
PolstrAutA 1.56 -.11 -31.0
PopCult rs 6.22 -.97 +481.3
PriceTR 109.33 -.08 +1.5
ProctGam 160.40 +1.89 +9.5
ProgsvCp 190.25 +.77 +19.4
PrudentFin 107.66 +.35 +3.8
Prud UK 21.23 +.28 -5.4
PPrIT 3.64 ... +2.0
Qualcom 152.01 +.05 +5.1
QuantmS 6.45 -.08 -7.2
QuratRet A 1.22 +.02 +39.3
RaptTher 10.18 +3.31 -59.0
RPM 110.49 +1.65 -1.0
RangeRs 32.88 +2.36 +8.0
RJames 116.83 +.38 +4.8
RaythTch 90.21 -.77 +7.2
RltyInco 52.69 +.22 -8.2
RecrsPhA 12.37 -.22 +25.5
Regetti 1.52 -.12 +54.3
RegionsFn 18.33 -.09 -5.4
RepubSvc 181.36 +1.35 +10.0
Revvity 103.77 +1.79 -5.1
RioTinto 65.48 -.44 -12.1
RiotBlck 15.10 -.94 -2.4
RiviaAu A 15.39 -.50 -34.4
Robnhd A 13.59 -.50 +6.7
RocktLab A 4.64 -.19 -16.1
RockwlAut 274.63 +2.01 -11.5
Roku 63.90 -3.35 -30.3
Roblox 40.74 -.67 -10.9
Ryder 111.03 +2.33 -3.5

S-T-U
S&T Bcp 31.20 -.33 -6.6
SabreCorp 2.88 +.11 -34.5
Schlmbrg 49.21 +.69 -5.4
Scotts 57.23 -.12 -10.2
SeaStarMd 1.45 +.03 +227.3
SentinOne 25.60 -3.55 -6.7
SvcPropTr 7.63 ... -10.7 Stocks in bold are of local interest.(Previous and change figures reflect current contract.)

BY FRANCIS SCARCELLA
THE (SUNBURY) DAILY ITEM

HARRISBURG – The Penn-
sylvania Interscholastic Athlet-
ic Association is a public enti-
ty and subject to the Right to 
Know Law, the state Supreme 
Court ruled today.

More than two years ago, 
PIAA asked the state Supreme 
Court to review a Common-
wealth Court decision that 
ruled the organization is sub-
ject to the Right to Know Law 
(RTKL).

PIAA attorney Allan Boyton 
argued before the Common-
wealth Court judges in 2022 
that the group should not be 
subject to the open records law.

In a 28-page opinion, the 
Commonwealth Court upheld 
the Office of Open Records’ 
original ruling that the PIAA is 
subject to the law.

The opinion says the PIAA 
takes tax dollars and money 
from 1,431 various public 
schools, and some of the PIAA 
board members include repre-
sentatives of member schools.

“Therefore, as PIAA under-
takes state action and is fund-
ed primarily by public school 
districts, the General Assem-
bly’s classification of PIAA as 
a state-affiliated entity for the 
purpose of qualifying as an 
agency under the RTKL has 
a rational basis and furthers 
a legitimate state interest of 
transparency in PIAA’s use of 
public funds in a manner which 
dramatically impacts students’ 
lives,” the court ruled.

In a 28-page filing, the 
Supreme Court opinion by 
three of five judges stated: “The 
Supreme Court’s observations 
are informative in that they 
bring into focus PIAA’s sub-
stantial statewide control and 
expenditure of funds in connec-
tion with a matter of common-
wealth governance.”

One judge disagreed and one 
did not partake in the issue, 
according to court documents.

“PIAA plays a vital role in 
managing an important aspect 
of the education of middle- and 
high-school students in Penn-
sylvania, and it does so through 
the use of powers derivative of 
those attendant to school offi-
cials acting in an official capaci-
ty as authorized under the Pub-
lic School Code,” the justices 

wrote. “PIAA fulfills that role 
ultimately through a board of 
directors largely consisting of 
school officials acting in their 
official capacities. Given this 
state of affairs, we ultimate-
ly conclude PIAA falls within 
the scope of the phrase ‘com-
monwealth entity.’ and because 
PIAA is a commonwealth enti-
ty, it comprises a ‘state-affiliated 
entity’ under the first part of the 
RTKL’s definition of that term 
without reference to the enu-
merated list of examples.

“PIAA’s records are therefore 
public records to the extent they 
are not exempt from disclosure 
under Section 708 or protected 
by a privilege.”

The case was brought before 
the courts after Bucks County 
resident Simon Campbell filed a 
Right to Know request in 2021 
based on denials from the PIAA 
to The Daily Item’s request for 
District 4 financials.

The newspaper requested 
documents, which the court 
now ruled are public, include 
receipts or bank statements 
from PIAA for money spent at 
a private home in Mifflinburg 
where District 4 officials at the 
time held a meeting to discuss 
the region’s athletics.

Some of the records also 
include various receipts for 
meetings held at the Buffalo 
Wild Wings restaurant in Wil-
liamsport, and the Sullivan 
County Country Club, in Sul-
livan County, where food and 
alcohol were purchased.

Campbell told The Daily 
Item on Wednesday he was 
happy for the victory, but it 
came at a cost.

“The taxpayers had to pay 
twice for this,” he said. “Once by 
giving their money to the PIAA 
for sporting events and, then by 
paying for the attorney’s to fight 
this.”

Campbell said he continued 
the fight for all Pennsylvanians 
to have access to records.

“The line in the sand was 
drawn now,” he said. “I did this 
not just for the newspaper but 
for all residents in the state so 
they can have access to doc-
uments and it came at a high 
cost.”

It is not known what the 
PIAA spent in legal fees, but 
The Daily Item will file a Right 
to Know for the total costs.

State Supreme Court: PIAA 
is a public agency, subject 
to Right To Know Law

BY DAMIAN J. TROISE 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK – Stocks ended 
mostly higher on Wall Street 
Wednesday after a listless day 
of trading with big technology 
stocks again acting as a heavy 
weight on the market.

The S&P 500 rose 6.29 
points, or 0.1%, to 4,981.80. 

The benchmark index spent 
much of the day in losing terri-
tory before climbing higher just 
before markets closed.

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average also eked out a slight 
gain after losing ground most of 
the day. It rose 48.44 points, or 
0.1%, to 38,612.24.

The technology-heavy Nas-
daq composite fell 49.91 points, 
or 0.3%, to 15,580.87.

Earnings remained the big 
focus for Wall Street. After 
markets closed, Nvidia report-
ed earnings and revenue that 
handily beat Wall Street fore-
casts. The chipmaker has tri-
pled over the past year thanks 
to a surge in investor enthusi-
asm over artificial intelligence.

Palo Alto Networks was a big 
loser and a particularly heavy 
weight on the tech sector. The 
network security company sank 
28.4% after giving forecasts for 
future billings that came in well 
below what analysts were look-
ing for. Rival Fortinet slumped 
3.8%.

Amazon rose 0.9% following 
an announcement that it would 
be added to the Dow. Walgreens 
Boots Alliance, which is leaving 
the Dow, fell 2.5%

Bond yields gained ground. 
The yield on the 10-year Trea-
sury rose to 4.33% from 4.28% 
late Tuesday.

Technology stocks drove 
much of the market’s rally that 
brought it to record highs just 
last week. The sector is also 
showing some of the stron-
gest earnings growth. Lopsided 
contributions from some of the 
bigger companies in the sector, 
however, have raised questions 
about whether the gains were 
overdone.

Wall Street 
buoyed by 
late wave
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS 
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 

The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:

In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County 

Boyce Campus – Auditorium 
595 Beatty Rd  
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396 
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College 

Main Campus – Founders Hall 

107 College Drive 
Butler, PA 16002 
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:

Thursday, March 7, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

•  You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

•  You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

•  You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

•  Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number: 
866.566.0649

Passcode: 
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input 

hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 

on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do 
not pre-register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 

Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 

(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include 
following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2)  the date and time of the public input 

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3)  a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5)  if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, 

March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions? 
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.
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Jury selection begins for 
trial of ‘Rust’ armorer in 
fatal 2021 shooting by 

Alec Baldwin
By MORGAN LEE
Associate Press

SANTA FE, N.M. — 
Prosecutors in New Mex-
ico are pursuing account-
ability for the 2021 death 
of a cinematographer 
who was fatally shot 
by actor Alec Baldwin 
during a rehearsal for the 
Western film “Rust.”

Before Baldwin’s case 
progresses, the armorer 
on the set is being tried 
on charges of involun-
tary manslaughter and 
tampering with evidence. 
Jury selection in Hannah 
Gutierrez-Reed’s tri-
al started Wednesday in 
Santa Fe.

Gutierrez-Reed has 
pleaded not guilty to 
the charges and main-
tains she’s not direct-
ly to blame for Halyna 
Hutchins’ death. Bald-
win also has pleaded not 
guilty to an involuntary 
manslaughter charge in a 
separate case.

The process for select-
ing 12 jurors began with 
a pool of 70 residents 
from the Santa Fe area, 
including non-English 
speakers, a welder, a 
teacher, a graduate stu-
dent and a mother who 
provides for six chil-
dren. A prosecutor began 
with questions for jurors 
about their exposure to 
intensive media coverage 
and social media chatter 
about the case.

Prosecutors plan to 
present evidence that 
Gutierrez-Reed loaded a 
live round into the gun 
that killed Hutchins after 
unknowingly bringing 
live ammunition onto a 
set where it was express-
ly prohibited. They con-
tend the armorer missed 
multiple opportunities 
to ensure safety on the 
movie set.

Defense attorneys have 
said they have evidence 
that will show otherwise.

The evidence and 
testimony has implica-
tions for Baldwin, who 
was pointing a gun at 
Hutchins during an Oc-
tober 2021 rehearsal out-
side Santa Fe when she 
was killed and director 
Joel Souza was wounded.

Here are some things 
to know about the Guti-
errez-Reed trial:

CHARGES

Gutierrez-Reed, the 
stepdaughter of re-
nowned sharpshooter 
and weapons consultant 
Thell Reed, was 24 at the 
time of Hutchins’ death. 
“Rust” was her second 
assignment as an armorer 
in a feature film.

Gutierrez-Reed faces 
up to 18 months in pris-
on and a $5,000 fine if 
convicted of involuntary 
manslaughter. The evi-
dence tampering charge 
stems from accusations 
she handed a small bag 
of possible narcotics to 

another crew member af-
ter the shooting to avoid 
detection by law enforce-
ment.

Her attorneys say that 
charge is prosecutors’ 
attempt to smear Guti-
errez-Reed’s character. 
The bag was thrown 
away without testing the 
contents, defense attor-
neys said.

More than 40 people 
are listed as witness-
es during the trial that’s 
scheduled to run through 
March 6.

AMMUNITION

Authorities located six 
rounds of ammunition on 
the movie set in locations 
that included a box, a 
gun belt and a bandolier 
worn by Baldwin. Bald-
win has said he assumed 
the gun only had rounds 
that couldn’t be fired.

Special prosecutors 
have argued in court fil-
ings that Hutchins died 
because of a series of 
negligent acts by Gutier-
rez-Reed. They say she 
should have noticed live 
rounds and intervened 
long before the shooting.

Gutierrez-Reed’s attor-
neys say she’s unfairly 
been scapegoated. They 
contend live rounds ar-
rived on set from an Al-
buquerque-based sup-
plier of dummy rounds. 
They also pointed to a 
broader atmosphere of 
safety failures that were 
uncovered during an 
investigation by state 
workplace safety inspec-
tors that go beyond Guti-
errez-Reed.

Additionally, Gutier-
rez-Reed is accused in 
another case of carrying 
a gun into a bar in down-
town Santa Fe in vio-
lation of state law. Her 
attorneys say that charge 
has been used to try to 
pressure Gutierrez-Reed 
into a false confession 
about the handling of 
live ammunition on the 
“Rust” set.

WORKPLACE 

SAFETY

Gutierrez-Reed was 
responsible for storage, 
maintenance and han-
dling of firearms and am-
munition on set and for 
training members of the 
cast who would be han-
dling firearms, according 
to state workplace safety 
regulators.

Live rounds are typi-
cally distinguished from 
dummy rounds by a small 
hole in the dummy’s 
brass cartridge, indicat-
ing there is no explosive 
inside or by shaking the 
round to hear the clatter 
of a BB that is inserted 
inside. A missing or dim-
pled primer at the bottom 
of the cartridge is anoth-
er trait of dummy rounds.

The company Rust 
Movie Productions paid a 
$100,000 fine to the state 
following a scathing nar-
rative of safety failures 

in violation of standard 
industry protocols. The 
report included testimo-
ny that production man-
agers took limited or no 
action to address two 
misfires on set before 
Hutchins was shot.

Prosecutors urged a 
judge to keep regulators’ 
conclusions out of the tri-
al because those might be 
used to argue that “Rust” 
management was respon-
sible for safety failures, 
not Gutierrez-Reed.

The judge in the case 
sided last week with 
Gutierrez-Reed. The re-
port says the production 
company did not develop 
a process for ensuring 
live rounds were kept 
away from the set and 
that it failed to give the 
armorer enough time to 
thoroughly inventory 
ammunition.

BALDWIN

Baldwin, the lead ac-
tor and a co-producer 
on “Rust,” was indict-
ed in January on an in-
voluntary manslaughter 
charge.

Baldwin has said he 
pulled back the gun’s 
hammer — not the trig-
ger — and the weapon 
fired.

The charge against 
Baldwin provides two 
alternative standards for 
prosecution, one based 
on the negligent use of a 
firearm and another tied 
to negligence without 
due caution or “circum-
spection,” also defined 
as “total disregard or in-
difference for the safety 
of others.”

Legal experts say the 
latter standard could 
broaden the investiga-
tion beyond Baldwin’s 
handling of the gun. Alex 
Spiro, a defense attorney 
for Baldwin, says that’s 
unlikely to be allowed in 
court.

“There’s a theory that, 
by being the producer, he 
also has criminal liabili-
ty,” Spiro said Tuesday 
before a judge in a sched-
uling hearing. “We don’t 
think that will withstand 
scrutiny.”

Prosecutors Kari Mor-
rissey and Jason Lewis 
initially dismissed an 
involuntary manslaugh-
ter charge against Bald-
win in April, saying they 
were informed the gun 
might have been modi-
fied before the shooting 
and malfunctioned. A 
more recent analysis of 
the gun concluded the 
“trigger had to be pulled 
or depressed sufficient-
ly to release the fully 
cocked or retracted ham-
mer of the evidence re-
volver.”

Industry-wide guid-
ance that applied to 
“Rust” says to “treat all 
firearms as if they are 
loaded.”

A trial date hasn’t been 
set for Baldwin.

88-year-old mother 
testifies in murder 

conspiracy trial about 
daughter’s disappearance
By DAVE COLLINS
Associated Press

The 88-year-old mother of 
Connecticut mother-of-five Jen-
nifer Dulos testified at a murder 
conspiracy trial Wednesday that 
she has not seen or communi-
cated with her daughter since 
she disappeared and was pre-
sumed by police to be murdered 
in 2019.

Dressed in a gray suit with 
scarfs, Gloria Farber didn’t 
show much emotion as she told 
the jury that her daughter was 
supposed to meet her at her 
New York City apartment on 
May 24, 2019, after a doctor’s 
appointment, but never showed 
up. She suggested Dulos would 
never abandon her children.

“She was always there for 
them,” Farber testified about 
her daughter in the sixth week 
of the trial against Michelle 
Troconis in Stamford Superior 
Court in Connecticut.

Ever since Dulos vanished, 
Farber has had custody of her 
five grandchildren, who at the 
time ranged in age from 8 to 13. 
All of them were in the court-
room on Wednesday.

Troconis denies allegations 
that she helped Dulos’ estranged 
husband, Fotis Dulos, cover 
up the killing of Jennifer Du-
los. At the time, Troconis was 
dating Fotis Dulos and living 
with him in Farmington, after 
Jennifer Dulos and the children 
had moved out and were living 
about 70 miles (113 kilometers) 
away in New Canaan.

Jennifer Dulos’ body has 
never been found. Farber’s 
testimony was part of the pros-
ecution’s effort to show her 
50-year-old daughter was killed 
by Fotis Dulos in an attack at 
her New Canaan home on May 
24, 2019. A state probate court 
declared Jennifer Dulos legally 
dead in October.

Fotis Dulos died by suicide 
in January 2020, weeks after 

being charged with murdering 
Jennifer Dulos. He denied the 
allegations. At the time of her 
disappearance, they were bat-
tling each other in contentious 
divorce and child custody pro-
ceedings.

Troconis has pleaded not 
guilty to conspiracy to commit 
murder, hindering prosecution 
and tampering with evidence.

The case drew widespread at-
tention and was the subject of a 
made-for-TV movie, Lifetime’s 
“Gone Mom.” Jennifer Dulos 
was a member of a wealthy 
New York family whose father, 
the late Hilliard Farber, founded 
his own brokerage firm. She 
also was a niece by marriage of 
fashion designer Liz Claiborne. 
Fotis Dulos was a luxury home 
builder originally from Greece.

Troconis, a dual American 
and Venezuelan citizen, has de-
scribed herself as a co-founder 
of horse-riding therapy pro-
grams in different parts of the 
world who once had her own 
TV production company in 
Argentina and hosted a snow-
sports show for ESPN South 
America.

Prosecutors Sean McGuin-
ness and Michelle Manning 
rested the state’s case Wednes-
day morning after Farber’s tes-
timony. Troconis’ lawyer, Jon 
Schoenhorn, immediately made 
a motion for an acquittal, which 
was denied by Judge Kevin 
Randolph.

Schoenhorn argued there was 
no evidence that Troconis knew 
about Fotis Dulos’ alleged plans 
for the killing beforehand, or af-
terward when she accompanied 
him on trips that prosecutors 
said were intended to destroy 
evidence in the case.

McGuiness disagreed, and 
Randolph ruled there was 
enough evidence for the jury to 
make their own conclusions on 
the charges.

Police alleged Fotis Dulos 
drove his employee’s pickup 

truck to a New Canaan park 
that morning, rode a bicycle to 
Jennifer Dulos’ house, attacked 
her in the garage and drove off 
with her in her Chevy Sub-
urban, which was later found 
abandoned at the park.

Later the same day, Troconis 
accompanied Fotis Dulos to 
Hartford, where he disposed of 
several garbage bags in random 
locations — a trip partially re-
corded by surveillance cameras.

Police found some of the 
bags and said they contained 
clothing, zip ties and other 
items containing Jennifer Du-
los’ DNA. Some of the items, 
including a shirt and bra, had 
blood-like stains on them. Some 
items had Fotis Dulos’ DNA on 
them, and one bag tested posi-
tive for Troconis’ DNA, a state 
forensics expert testified at the 
trial.

Schoenhorn said Troco-
nis had no idea what was in 
the bags. He also said the 
match with Troconis’ DNA 
was found on a microscop-
ic sample, and Fotis Dulos 
could have touched her and 
later spread her DNA to one 
of the bags.

Police also said Troconis 
helped Fotis Dulos write up 
a timeline of their activi-
ties to prepare for poten-
tial questioning by police. 
Troconis told police she 
only did that at the request 
of Fotis Dulos and his law-
yer. And she also went with 
him when he had the em-
ployee’s truck cleaned and 
detailed at a car wash, pros-
ecutors said.

And on the morning of 
Jennifer Dulos’ disappear-
ance, Troconis answered Fo-
tis Dulos’ cellphone, which 
he had left at his Farmington 
home. Prosecutors suggest-
ed that was part of the mur-
der conspiracy to give Fotis 
Dulos an alibi. Schoenhorn 
denied the allegation.

Police search a car and find cocaine 
— and a US Army rocket launcher

By NICK PERRY
Associated Press

A police detective says he 
was unnerved to find a U.S. 
Army rocket launcher along 
with crack cocaine when 
searching a suspicious truck 
in central Massachusetts.

Det. Alex Sinni from the 
Sutton Police Department 
told The Associated Press on 
Wednesday that his first con-
cern after finding the M190 
launcher under the backseat 
of the truck was for every-
body’s safety.

“Once we were able to de-
termine it was unloaded, we 
secured it,” Sinni said. “And 
then we searched the rest 
of the vehicle to make sure 
there were no explosives or 
rockets, or anything crazy 
like that.”

Sinni said the driver of 

the truck was “pretty vague” 
about how he had got his 
hands on the launcher and 
what he planned to do with 
it.

“I couldn’t really get a 
straight answer about it,” 
Sinni said.

The M190 is a training 
model of the M72 light an-
ti-tank weapon that was first 
used in the Vietnam War era. 
The U.S. Army said it need-
ed more time to look into the 
situation before providing 
comment.

The truck was parked out-
side a Red Roof Inn in Sut-
ton, about 50 miles (80 kilo-
meters) southwest of Boston, 
and the detective decided to 
search it after watching the 
driver sitting in the vehicle 
for about 30 minutes. Sinni 
said he thought it was “a bit 
weird” that the driver was 

parked to the side of the ho-
tel away from the rooms for 
so long and hadn’t gone in-
side the main hotel entrance.

When he went over to talk 
to the driver, Sinni said, he 
spotted some drug parapher-
nalia.

Sinni and another offi-
cer detained the man and 
searched the truck. They 
found the rocket launcher 
hidden among some clothing 
beneath the backseat.

After doing some re-
search on what to do with 
a rocket launcher, police 
said, they contacted the 
federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives and turned it over 
to them.

The driver was charged 
with possession of crack co-
caine and possession/control 
of an incendiary device.
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said. “SRU has so many 
connections and such 
a strong network of  
alumni that allow us to 
have these opportuni-
ties.”

SRU students met 
with alumni who were 
working at the Super 
Bowl in various capac-
ities, including Jon 
Radke, ‘02, director of  
facilities operations for 
the Washington Com-
manders, and Randy 
Boczkowski, ‘07, branch 
manager at Contempo-
rary Services Corpora-
tion, a security firm.

Additionally, because 
the group flew home 
by way of  Los Angeles, 
they visited Connor 
Dodd, ‘15, who works 
in sales for the Los 
Angeles Rams and 
offered a tour of  SoFi 
Stadium, site of  the 
Super Bowl two years 
ago, and Olivia Beach, 
‘20, an athletic compli-
ance coordinator at the 
University of  Southern 
California, who showed 
them USC’s facilities.

The SRU students 
also attended a pro-

fessional development 
networking event for 
college students hosted 
by the NFL at the Uni-
versity of  Nevada-Las 
Vegas.

“It was great network-
ing with other students 
and the people that 
we worked with for 
the NFL who were our 
managers,” Romano 
said. “They were amaz-
ing and we want to keep 
in touch with them.”

The SRU professors 
were even taken aback 
by the experience. 
In addition to Crow, 
Robertha Abney, asso-
ciate professor of  sport 
management, and 
Robert Zullo, instruc-
tor of  sport manage-
ment, were a part of  
the group from SRU. 
Abney has worked 
more than seven other 
Super Bowls during her 
career.

“I’ve never seen an 
event of  this magni-
tude,” Crow said. “It 
was good to see even 
the small details and 
how important they 
were, not just on game 
day, but the entire 
week.”

Romano and Prioletti 
said they appreciated 
engaging with children 
during the NFL Fan 
Experience, throwing 
footballs and running 
through drills as part 
of  the league’s Play 60 
initiative. They also 
benefited from being 
part of  working an 
event of  such a large 
scale, and how they can 
apply lessons to much 
smaller events in the 
future.

“The one thing I keep 
learning is there are 
more jobs out there and 
there’s so much you 
can do,” Romano said. 
“It was eye-opening 
just how much goes 
into an event like this 
and seeing the behind-
the-scenes of  the event 
management is definite-
ly something we can 
apply in our careers.”

“I want to work in 
the sport industry and 
there are going to be 
long days and long 
nights,” Prioletti said. 
“This type of  work is 
what want to do and 
I really enjoyed the 
whole experience.”

SRU: New Castle student at Super Bowl
FROM A6

• MARCH 17: KK’s Priest, 
Stage AE, Pittsburgh

• MARCH 18: Tow’rs, Thun-
derbird Cafe, Pittsburgh

• MARCH 19: Blackberry 
Smoke, The Roxian, McK-
ees Rocks

• MARCH 20: Set It Off, 
The Roxian, McKees Rocks

• MARCH 21: Sam Barber, 
The Roxian, McKees Rocks

• MARCH 22: The Meeting 
of Important People, Thun-
derbird Cafe, Pittsburgh

• MARCH 22: GROUPLOVE, 
The Roxian, McKees Rocks

• MARCH 23: Wheeler 
Walker Jr., The Roxian, 
McKees Rocks

• MARCH 23: Dave Hause, 

Thunderbird Cafe, Pitts-
burgh

• MARCH 23: William Black, 
Stage AE, Pittsburgh

• MARCH 24: Mom Jeans, 
Stage AE, Pittsburgh

• MARCH 25: Avenged Sev-
enfold, PPG Paints Arena, 
Pittsburgh

• MARCH 27: Fall Out Boy, 
PPG Paints Arena, Pitts-
burgh

• MARCH 27: Louisiana 
Calling, Thunderbird Cafe, 
Pittsburgh

• MARCH 29: Kane Brown, 
PPG Paints Arena, Pitts-
burgh

• APRIL 1: Jeff Rosenstock, 
Mr. Smalls, Millvale

• APRIL 3: William Fitzsim-
mons, Thunderbird Cafe, 

Pittsburgh
• APRIL 4: Girlschool, Mr. 

Smalls, Millvale
• APRIL 4: Andrea Bocelli, 

PPG Paints Arena, Pitts-
burgh

• APRIL 5: The Slakcers, Mr. 
Smalls, Millvale

• APRIL 8: Mannequin 
Pussy, Thunderbird Cafe, 
Pittsburgh

• APRIL 11: The Motet, 
Thunderbird Cafe, Pitts-
burgh

• APRIL 11: The Koffin Kats 
& The Queers, Mr. Smalls, 
Millvale

• APRIL 13: Brantly Gilbert, 
UPMC Events Center, Rob-
ert Morris University

• APRIL 13: Dustin Lynch, 
Covelli Center, Youngstown

CONCERTS: Shows coming to the region
FROM A6

and Peyton Waters.
Grade 8: Heath Chese-

bro, Kendall Cohen, 
Frank Donnelly, Rio 
Hatch, Kiera Hogg, 
Stone Johnston, Eva 
Jones, Oliver Little, Juli-
anne Reed, Jaina Reiber, 
Julian Small and Addi-
syn Spaulding.

HONOR
Grade 5: Mackensie 

Atttisano, Ryan Bruck-
ner, Jesse Derry, Jacob 
Gerber, Jace Hamilton, 
Blake Harper, Hawk 
Johnston, Keelan Long-
will, Sophia Mathieson, 
Carson McConahy, Mia 

McFarland, Maddux 
Meade, Phoebe Phanco, 
Lucy Prentice and Elias 
Royer.

Grade 6: Jayden 
Alford, Owen Danch, 
Alexia Donofrio, Parker 
Grubbs, Adelina Houck, 
Lucas Huling, Florence 
Kaufman, Emma Kel-
ley, Alexander Kobbe, 
Landen McMurdy, 
Reed Mershimer, Layla 
O’Toole, Preston Pen-
well, Austin Saccol, 
Hayden Settle and 
Blaine Stewart.

Grade 7: Evelyn 
Basso, Dani Bishop, 
Wesley Bissett, Drake 
Buchanan, Jovonna Car-
bone, Gabriella Coast, 
Delia Donnan, Matthew 
Eggleston, Olivia Foster, 

Devin Fyffe, Cora Gar-
rett, Zachary Huffman, 
Helena Jordan, Joaquin 
Littlejohn, Mollie McCo-
nnell, Vera Morris, Ella 
Nau, William Offutt, 
Luca Pastore, Lola Ply-
ler, Alice Prentice, Ezra 
Reimers, Tyler Roberts, 
Zachary Rolli and Ethan 
Sommers.

Grade 8: Jude Beatty, 
Alasdair Camlin, Logan 
Dambach, Laelah Dunn, 
Gabriella Fennell, 
Paige Fox, Alexis Gray, 
Dominick Hagens, Ellie 
Harper, Kayden Kenney, 
Maddox Leslie, Karissa 
Logan, Ceceilia Minto, 
Leslie Rayner, Avery 
Sabik, Hallie Senchak, 
Kallin Sikorski and Cale 
Worthington.

WILMINGTON: Students on honor rolls
FROM A6

during normal hours of  
operation, and public 
restrooms will be avail-
able.

David Hurd, director 
of  PennWest Edinboro’s 
planetarium, will lead 
the educational events 
on campus. Hurd has 
dedicated the last 20 
years to producing and 
implementing tactile 
astronomy materials for 
visually impaired indi-
viduals and has worked 
with NASA to create the 
official braille guides to 
experiencing the eclipse. 
Guides will be available 
to view at the PennWest 
Edinboro watch party.

As a reminder, it is not 

safe to look directly at 
the sun without special-
ized eye protection for 
solar viewing. Looking 
at any part of  the bright 
sun through a camera 
lens, binoculars or a 
telescope without a spe-
cial-purpose solar filter 
secured over the front of  
the optics will instantly 
cause severe eye inju-
ry. You can view the 
eclipse directly without 
proper eye protection 
only when the moon 
completely obscures 
the sun’s bright face — 
during the brief  period 
known as totality. You’ll 
know it’s safe when 
you no longer see any 
part of  the sun through 
eclipse glasses or a solar 

viewer.
At 2:02 p.m., the par-

tial eclipse will be view-
able in the Edinboro 
sky. Totality will begin 
at 3:16, with maximum 
totality at 3:18. Totality 
will end at 3:20, with 
partiality ending at 4:30.

Food trucks will be 
on site at the event in 
the Jeremy D. Brown 
Human Services Build-
ing parking lot. Also, 
food will be available for 
purchase in the Frank 
G. Pogue Student Cen-
ter’s Food Court and the 
Van Houten Dining Hall.

For more information 
about the event, and 
an official countdown 
clock, visit pennwest.
edu/eclipse.

ECLIPSE: Campus preps for festivities
FROM A6

Colorado man dead after 
pet Gila monster bites him

BY MEAD GRUVER 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Colorado man has 
died after being bitten 
by his pet Gila monster 
in what would be a rare 
death by one of  the des-
ert lizards if  the crea-
ture’s venom turns out 
to have been the cause.

Christopher Ward, 34, 
was taken to a hospital 
shortly after being bit-
ten by one of  his two pet 
Gila monsters on Feb. 
12. He was soon placed 
on life support and died 
Friday, Lakewood Police 
Department spokesman 
John Romero said Tues-
day.

Jefferson County cor-
oner’s officials declined 
Tuesday to comment on 
the death, including if  
tests showed yet wheth-
er Ward died from the 
pet’s venom or from 
some other medical con-
dition.

Ward’s girlfriend 
handed over the lizard 
named Winston and 
another named Potato 
to Lakewood animal 
control officer Leesha 
Crookston and other 
officers the day after the 
bite.

Ward’s girlfriend 
told police she had 
heard something that 
“didn’t sound right” and 
entered a room to see 
Winston latched onto 
Ward’s hand, according 

to Crookston’s report.
She told officers Ward 

“immediately began 
exhibiting symptoms, 
vomiting several times 
and eventually pass-
ing out and ceasing to 
breathe,” according to 
the report.

Ward was placed on 
life support in a hospi-
tal. Within days, doctors 
had declared him brain 
dead.

Ward’s girlfriend 
reportedly told officers 
they bought Winston at 
a reptile exhibition in 
Denver in October and 
Potato from a breeder 
in Arizona in Novem-
ber, according to the 
animal control officer’s 
report. Told that Gila 
monsters were illegal in 
Lakewood, the woman 

told officers she wanted 
them out of  her house 
as soon as possible, the 
report said.

Officers working 
with the Colorado 
Department of  Natural 
Resources sent the liz-
ards to Reptile Gardens 
outside Rapid City, 
South Dakota. Twen-
ty-six spiders of  differ-
ent species also were 
taken from the home to 
a nearby animal shelter.

Gila monsters are 
venomous reptiles that 
naturally inhabit parts 
of  the southwestern U.S. 
and neighboring areas 
of  Mexico. Their bites 
can cause intense pain 
and make their victims 
pass out but normally 
aren’t deadly.

AP
In this December 2018 file photo, a Gila monster is dis-
played at the Woodland Park Zoo in Seattle. A 34-year-
old Colorado man has died after being bitten by his pet 
gila monster.

George H.W. Bush’s speedboat 
sold at benefit auction

HOUSTON (AP)  — 
Former President 
George H.W. Bush’s 
speedboat has a new 
owner.

The 38-foot “Fidelity 
V” was auctioned for 
$435,000 during the 
George and Barbara 
Bush Foundation’s 2024 
Presidential Salute 
benefiting the George 
H.W. Bush Presidential 
Library and Museum, 
and The Bush School 
of  Government and 

Public Service at Texas 
A&M University, a 
spokesperson said.

The event last week 
in Houston featured 
a number of  the late 
president’s friends 
ranging from former 
Secretary of  State 
Condoleezza Rice 
to two-time Super 
Bowl-winning quar-
terback Peyton Man-
ning. The boat’s buyer 
was anonymous and 
it’s unclear what will 

become of  the vessel, 
the spokesperson said. 
The event raised more 
than $1 million in total, 
she said.

The speedboat sports 
a presidential seal and 
boasts three engines 
with a combined 900 
horsepower. It can go 
up to 75 mph and was 
used in the waters 
off  Kennebunkport, 
Maine, where the 
Texas family has a 
summer retreat.
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HEALTH, HAPPINESS 
& WELLNESS

A guide to local businesses committed 
to helping our community thrive.

REHABILITATION/NURSING

($12.00/hr. - $14.00/hr.)

“They cared for us yesterday;  We care for them today”
814• 745•2031 • www.clarviewnursing.com

14663 Route 68 • Sligo, PA  16255 • Only 7 miles south of I-80 in Clarion
Clarview Rest Home Inc. d/b/a Clarview Nursing and

Rehabilitattion Center. We subscribe to a non-discrimination policy.

Together, we will share an environment that instills 
trust and quality of life.

WE OFFER A CONTINUUM OF CARE FOR OUR COMMUNITY

Call
814-677-8314
for advertising 

information

SENIOR CENTER

($12.00/hr. - $14.00/hr.)

Community 
Services
of VENANGO COUNTY

Funding from Venango County Older 
Adult Services under contract 

with PA Dept. of Aging.

Franklin Towers Senior Center
1220 Chestnut Street 

Franklin, PA • (814) 437-3343
Lunch & Bingo Only

10:00a.m. to 2:00p.m. every Wednesday.  

Venango County Senior Centers
Satellite Senior CenterCranberry Place:

6945 US Route 322, Unit 529
Cranberry, PA 16319 • (814) 670-0158
9:00a.m. to 4:00p.m. Monday-Friday

Exercise classes, shopping trips, speakers, yoga, picnics & more.

Scrubgrass Senior Center:
5104 Emlenton-Clintonville Road

Emlenton, PA 16373 • (724) 867-2323
10:00a.m. to 1:00p.m. Monday-Friday

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

($12.00/hr. - $14.00/hr.)

Gifts made to the Venango VNA Foundation
are used exclusively in Venango County.

Programs Include:
Grief Support Camps for Children, 
Equipment, Support Groups, 
Emergency Needs for Patients, 
Charity Care, The Collins House 
Hospice Care and more.

491 Allegheny Blvd. Franklin, PA 16323 • 814-432-6555
www.venangovnafoundation.org

George Singh said he began to hear the ru-
mors in mid-January.

“We have not, either in Franklin or in Cran-
berry, had any illegal immigrants. We have not 
even had any legal immigrants staying” at the 
hotels during that time frame. That informa-
tion was verified, as the newspaper was grant-
ed a look at the bookings at both hotels from 
December through Feb. 21.

The “legal immigrants” of which Singh 
spoke are mostly those who have been granted 
permission to work in the U.S. He said com-
panies that employ them — and “they all have 
IDs” — do so during the warmer months of the 
year for contracted work in the local area.

“Personally, it (the talk) didn’t bother me,” 
he said, “but when my employees come to me 
because they are being harassed, it bothers me.”

When people call to voice complaints about 
the Quality Inn renting rooms to illegal immi-
grants, Pally Singh said she tells them, “Are 
they illegal aliens or are they ghosts, because I 
don’t see them? Show them to me.”

Sunny Singh said the phones in Cranberry 
constantly ring. “People say (migrants) were 
dropped off by two buses at the Holiday Inn. I 
say, ‘If you believe that, come over and look.’”

His wife, Aman, who works the front desk 
at the Holiday Inn, said the many harassing 
calls that she received has prompted her to for-
go the common-courtesy practice of identify-
ing herself on the phone.

The Singhs have been owners and operators of 
the Quality Inn for the past 23 years and opened 
the Holiday Inn Express & Suites in 2007.

George Singh said he doesn’t expect the ru-
mors of both establishments renting rooms to 
immigrants who have crossed the U.S. border 
without documentation to hurt business at ei-
ther of the hotels.

“Our business is mostly online, and 98% of 
people who stay with us are not local (residents). 
They come in from out of town because of a wed-
ding, a funeral, an event,” he said. “For example, 
Komatsu will book rooms for contractors. I per-
sonally don’t think it will hurt business.”

However, he said, if the federal government 
were to ask him to rent rooms to illegal immi-
grants, he would not refuse.

“Provided the government would take respon-
sibility for them, we would do it. We have to pay 
our bills. The only people we would refuse would 
be the ones who cause problems,” Singh said.

“Give me the law where it says I can refuse 
(to offer service). If we refuse, that could open us 
up to discrimination. Can McDonald’s or Sheetz 
refuse? The same law should apply to everyone.”

Pally Singh said, “What do you do? Ask 

someone, because of the way they look, if they 
are an illegal immigrant?”

Franklin Mayor Doug Baker said he had 
heard second hand about the situation about a 
month ago and had regarded it as hearsay.

“I thought it had blown over, but Pally had 
reached out to me with her concerns with the 
phone calls they were getting,” he said.

“I have a background in law enforcement, 
and I was concerned for their safety. It takes 
one person who is a little bit off to do some-
thing stupid. That was my major concern.”

He said a couple of Franklin City Council 
members had heard about it as well, “but we 
really didn’t discuss it.”

Baker said he hopes the talk will now dispel be-
cause the Singhs are “good solid business people.”

Cranberry Township Supervisor Mike 
Deibert said township officials have had “no 
conversations, external or internal, regarding 
social media posts on the subject.

“I saw a post on Facebook in regard to this 
topic, but my personal thought is just because 
it’s a post does not mean it’s true,” he said. 
“As for myself and the other supervisors, we 
never discussed it.

“Hopefully, people will not refrain from 
patronizing (the Holiday Inn). The Singhs are 
private business owners “who are providing 
a service to the area, and I don’t want to see 
them fall victim to posts on Facebook.”

Venango County Commissioner Sam 
Breene said he and his fellow commission-
ers, Albert Abramovic and Ken Bryan, have 
received “a lot of calls” about the issue.

However, he said, “It’s also caused us to 
give thoughts on preparations on what we 
need to do if something does happen. Most 
importantly, our priority is to look out for our 
Venango County citizens and make sure our 
limited tax dollars are going to serve them.

“There’s no doubt there’s a genuine border 
crisis; it’s only responsible for us to be pre-
pared if that situation arrives. There’s nothing 
wrong with being prepared.”

In early January, the newspaper first got 
word about the possibility that some people 
who illegally made their way across the bor-
der and into the U.S. eventually made it to Ve-
nango County, and that it was likely accom-
plished through federal or organizational aid.

Verification became a long process, as 
one source of information led to other pos-
sible multiple sources — some of which be-
came contradictory. The goal was to secure 
tangible evidence, in the form of a contract 
or other agreement, that stated the migrants 
were to be housed at either the Quality Inn 
or the Holiday Inn Express & Suites.

Both direct and indirect sources to help 
unearth such a document were composed of 
officials in all levels of government: county 
(local and regional), state and federal (legis-
lative and executive). As of Wednesday, the 
newspaper had received no word that such 
a contract, or legislative or organizational 
agreement exists.

Although no tangible evidence was un-
covered, the decision to approach the hotels’ 
owners was made because of the escalation of 
social media posts on the issue and the increas-
ing number of public inquiries received by the 
newspaper.

The only information received in regard 
to migrant issues in general was the follow-
ing email forwarded to the newspaper from 
the administration of Erie County Execu-
tive Brenton Davis:

All,
Just had a phone call with Randy Pad-

field, PEMA Director. He acknowledged 
the information that was shared with us 
regarding the migrants being transported 
to Pennsylvania. This information had 
started from the Governor’s Office, and 
was more for situational awareness and 
to get ahead of anything that may tran-
spire. Director Padfield has contacts from 
the FEMA Region 3 that monitor the mi-
grant situation and they are telling him 
that nothing is on their radar as of now to 
come this way.

He did tell me that Pennsylvania being 
a swing state and with the politics, that is 
not to say that nothing will happen in the 
future. He assured me that if there is any 
talk about migrants heading our way that he 
would reach out and bring us in the loop as 
soon as he can.

Brian A. Mesaros
Emergency Management Coordinator

In January 2023, Snyder 
said he had been in contact 
with representatives of Nitta-
ny Minimart, which expressed 
an interest in developing a 
one-stop grocery and conve-
nience store and truck stop.

Many Nittany Minimart 
stores are located in the cen-
tral part of the state. The chain 
is associated with State Col-
lege-based Nittany Energy.

Snyder said he was told 
Nittany would like to develop 
a 10,000-square-foot building 
for its operation with parking 
for 15 to 20 trailers and ac-
cess from the nearby trail hub, 
which would make it the big-
gest Nittany operation.

The county is trying to acquire 
the BVK property in Marien-
ville, the site of the former Knox 
Glass plant. The buildings have 
been vacant since 2009.

Nittany would be willing 
to rent one of those buildings 
from the county, which would 
in turn provide the county 
with income to market and 
develop the other three build-

ings on the site, Snyder said.
The county had been work-

ing with the state DCED to ac-
quire the property. The DCED 
required the feasibility study.

In other business at 
Wednesday’s meeting, the 
commissioners approved an 
agreement with Allstate Tow-
er Inc. for the construction of 
a broadband tower at Yellow-
hammer at 111 Leos Lane in 
Tionesta at a cost of $300,900.

The funding for the tower is 
coming from an Appalachian 
Regional Commission grant 
with a 20% county match.

In another matter, Snyder 
spoke about the ambulance 
service issues that have been 
in the news recently and have 
angered some Forest and 
Clarion county residents.

He noted that the county’s 
only involvement with the 
Forest Ambulance Authority 
that services the eastern part 
of the county is supplying the 
ambulance, which was pur-
chased with grant funds, and 
providing data from the county 
assessment office for mailings.

Snyder added that the coun-
ty supplies that assessment 
data to other fire companies 

and the Tionesta Ambulance 
Service, which services the 
western portion of the county, 
to use for mailings when they 
do subscription drives.

Forest County has nothing to 
do with setting the fee to support 
the ambulance service that has 
many residents on the east side 
of Forest County and Farming-
ton Township in Clarion County 
up in arms, Snyder said.

In an election-related matter, 
Snyder said the county is wait-
ing to here from the Pennsylva-
nia Department of State as to 
any rule changes surrounding 
the April 23 primary election.

State Rep. Kathy Rapp, 
who represents the 65th Dis-
trict that includes Forest Coun-
ty, has filed a lawsuit against 
all 67 counties in Pennsylvania 
challenging their process for 
counting absentee ballots.

Snyder said Forest County, 
like every other county in the 
state, counts absentee ballots 
at the election headquarters 
in the courthouse along with 
mail-in ballots, per directions 
from the Department of State.

Rapp is challenging this 
and asking that the absentee 
ballots be counted at each pre-
cinct, Snyder said.
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Mideast Conflict

By Mike Corder
Associated Press

Peter Dejong/Associated Press

Richard C. Visek, acting legal adviser of the U.S. Department of State, right, arrives to
address the United Nations’ highest court Wednesday in The Hague, Netherlands, during
historic hearings into the legality of Israel’s 57-year occupation of the West Bank and east
Jerusalem.

Suggests top court
should not order
prompt withdrawal

THE  HAGUE,  Nether-
lands  —  The  United  States
said  Wednesday  the  United
Nations’  top  court  should
not  issue  an  advisory  opin-
ion  that  says  Israel  should
“immediately  and  uncondi-
tionally withdraw” from ter-
ritories  sought  for  a  Pales-
tinian state.

Acting  State  Department
legal adviser Richard Visek
said the 15-judge panel at the
International  Court  of
Justice should not seek to re-
solve  the  decades-long  Is-
raeli-Palestinian  conflict
“through  an  advisory  opin-
ion  addressed  to  questions
focusing on the acts of  only
one party.”

Mr.  Visek  spoke  on  the
third day of hearings at the
court  into  a  request  by  the
General Assembly for a non-
binding advisory opinion on
the  legality  of  Israel’s  poli-
cies  in  the  occupied territo-
ries.

He said the court “can ad-
dress the questions before it
within  the  established
framework  based  on  the
land for peace principle and
within the parameters of es-
tablished principles of occu-
pation law.”

Mr.  Visek added that  the
court’s  opinion  “will  have
consequences for the parties
to the conflict and for the on-
going  efforts  of  all  of  those
working  to  achieve  a  du-
rable peace.”

Earlier  this  week,  Pales-
tinian  Foreign  Minister
Riad  Malki  called  on  the
court to uphold the Palestin-
ian  right  to  self-determina-
tion and declare “that the Is-
raeli  occupation  is  illegal
and  must  end  immediately,

totally  and  uncondition-
ally.”

The idea of land for peace
has been the cornerstone of
U.S.-led  diplomacy  for  de-
cades  and  was  the  basis  of
the Camp David Accords be-
tween  Israel  and  Egypt,  in
which Israel withdrew from
the  Sinai  Peninsula  in  re-
turn  for  peace  and  recogni-
tion.

The  same  principle  has
been  applied  to  the  Israeli-
Palestinian conflict,  but  the
peace process has repeatedly
stalled  because  of  Palestin-
ian  attacks,  Israel’s  expan-
sion  of  settlements  in  occu-
pied  territory,  and  the  in-
ability  of  the  two  sides  to
agree  on  thorny  issues  like
final  borders,  the  status  of
Jerusalem  and  the  fate  of
Palestinian refugees.

The U.S. arguments at the
world court came a day after
Washington vetoed an Arab

-backed  and  widely  sup-
ported  U.N.  resolution  de-
manding  an  immediate  hu-
manitarian cease-fire  of  the
Israel-Hamas war in the em-
battled Gaza Strip, saying it
would interfere with negoti-
ations on a deal to free hos-
tages held by militant Pales-
tinian group Hamas.

The  vote  in  the  15-mem-
ber Security Council was 13-
1, with the United Kingdom
abstaining.  It  reflected  the
strong  support  from  coun-
tries  around  the  globe  for
ending  the  war,  which
started  when  Hamas  mili-
tants  invaded  southern  Is-
rael  on Oct.  7,  killing about
1,200  people  and  taking
nearly  250  others  hostage.
Since then, more than 29,000
Palestinians  have  been
killed  in  Israel’s  retaliatory
military  offensive,  accord-
ing to the Gaza Health Minis-
try,  which  says  the  vast

majority  were  women  and
children.

“Hamas’ attacks, hostage-
taking  and  other  atrocities,
the  ongoing  hostilities  and
the suffering of Palestinians
in Gaza and the violence in
the West Bank reinforce the
United  States  resolve  to  ur-
gently achieve a final peace
that includes the full realiza-
tion of Palestinian self-deter-
mination,” Mr. Visek said.

Mr.  Visek’s  comments
were  preceded  Wednesday
by condemnations of Israel’s
policies  by  representatives
of  Colombia,  Cuba  and
Egypt. Along with the Pales-
tinians, a total of 51 nations
and  three  international  or-
ganizations are scheduled to
speak  at  the  hearings.  The
court will likely take months
to issue its non-binding advi-
sory opinion.

The  Palestinians  argue
that  Israel’s  open-ended

military occupation has vio-
lated the prohibition on ter-
ritorial  conquest  and  the
Palestinians’ right to self-de-
termination,  and  has  im-
posed a system of racial dis-
crimination and apartheid.

On Tuesday, South Africa
argued that  Israel’s  policies
amount to apartheid against
the Palestinians and that Is-
rael’s  occupation  of  land
sought  for  a  Palestinian
state is “inherently and fun-
damentally  illegal.”  Israel
rejects such claims.

In  a  written  submission
filed last year, Israel argued
that the questions put to the
court are prejudiced, ignore
“Israel’s  right  and  duty  to
protect  its  citizens,”  fail  to
address Israeli security con-
cerns  or  acknowledge  past
agreements  with  the  Pales-
tinians  to  negotiate  “the
permanent status of the ter-
ritory,  security  arrange-
ments, settlements, and bor-
ders.”

Israel  captured  the  West
Bank,  east  Jerusalem  and
the  Gaza  Strip  in  the  1967
Mideast  war.  The  Palestin-
ians seek all three areas for
an independent state.  Israel
considers  the  West  Bank to
be  a  disputed  territory  and
says its future should be de-
cided in negotiations.

Israel has also built settle-
ments across the West Bank,
many  of  which  resemble
fully developed suburbs and
small  towns.  The  settle-
ments  are  home  to  more
than 500,000 Jewish settlers,
while  around  3  million  Pal-
estinians  live  in  the  terri-
tory. The international com-
munity  overwhelmingly
considers the settlements to
be illegal.

Israel  has  also  annexed
east Jerusalem, home to the
city’s  most  sensitive  holy
sites,  and  considers  the  en-
tire city to be its capital. The
annexation  is  not  interna-
tionally recognized.

U.S. asks U.N. to consider Israel’s security

Study says war, illness could kill
85,000 in Gaza in next 6 months

By Stephanie Nolen
The New York Times

Ahmad Hasaballah/Getty Images

More homes were destroyed by Israeli airstrikes in Rafah,
Gaza, on Wednesday. Such strikes have intensified as Israel
reiterated its intent to press on with an offensive in Gaza's
southern city of Rafah, where about 1.4 million displaced
Palestinians are sheltering.

An  escalation  of  the  war
in  Gaza  could  lead  to  the
deaths of 85,000 Palestinians
from  injuries  and  disease
over the next six months, in
the worst of three scenarios
that  prominent  epidemiolo-
gists have modeled in an ef-
fort to understand the poten-
tial  future  death  toll  of  the
conflict.

These  fatalities  would  be
in addition to the more than
29,000 deaths in Gaza that lo-
cal  authorities  have  attrib-
uted  to  the  conflict  since  it
began  in  October.  The  esti-
mate  represents  “excess
deaths,”  above  what  would
have  been  expected  had
there been no war.

In  a  second  scenario,  as-
suming no change in the cur-
rent  level  of  fighting  or  hu-
manitarian  access,  there
could be an additional 58,260
deaths  in  the  enclave  over
the next six months, accord-
ing to the researchers, from
Johns  Hopkins  University
and  the  London  School  of
Hygiene and Tropical Medi-
cine.

That figure could climb to
66,720  if  there  were  out-
breaks  of  infectious  disease
such as cholera, their analy-
sis found.

Even  in  the  best  of  the
three  possibilities  that  the
research  team  described  —
an immediate and sustained
cease-fire  with  no  outbreak
of  infectious  disease  —  an-
other 6,500 Gazans could die
over the next six months as a
direct  result  of  the war,  the
analysis found.

The  population  of  the
Gaza  Strip  before  the  war
was roughly 2.2 million.

“This  is  not  a  political
message  or  advocacy,”  said
Dr. Francesco Checchi, pro-
fessor  of  epidemiology  and
international  health  at  the
London  School  of  Hygiene
and Tropical Medicine.

“We simply wanted to put

it  at  the  front  of  people’s
minds and on the desks of de-
cision  makers,”  he  added,
“so that it can be said after-
ward  that  when  these  deci-
sions were taken, there was
some  available  evidence  on
how  this  would  play  out  in
terms of lives.”

Dr.  Checchi  and  his  col-
leagues  estimated  the  pro-
jected  excess  deaths  from
health  data  that  was  avail-
able for Gaza before the war
began  and  from  that  col-
lected  through  more  than
four months of fighting.

Their  study  considers
deaths from traumatic inju-
ries, infectious diseases, ma-
ternal  and  neonatal  causes,
and  noncommunicable  dis-
eases  for  which  people  can
no  longer  receive  medica-
tion or treatment, such as di-
alysis.

Dr. Checchi said the anal-
ysis  made  it  possible  to
quantify  the  potential  im-
pact  of  a  cease-fire  in  lives.
“The  decisions  that  are  go-
ing to be taken over the next
few  days  and  weeks  matter
hugely in terms of the evolu-
tion  of  the  death  toll  in
Gaza,” he said.

The projected 6,500 deaths
even  with  a  cease-fire  is
predicated  on  the  assump-
tion  there  will  not  be  epi-
demics of infectious disease.
With an outbreak of cholera,
measles, polio or meningitis,
that  figure  would  be  11,580,
said Dr. Paul Spiegel, an epi-
demiologist  at  the  Johns
Hopkins  Bloomberg  School
of  Public Health and an au-
thor  of  the  research,  which
has not been peer-reviewed.

“The  point  there  is  even
with  a  cease-fire,  we’re  not
out  of  the  woods  whatso-
ever,” he said. “There’s still
a  significant  number  of
deaths, and that needs to be
prepared for.”

While it is obvious that a
military  escalation  would
bring  additional  casualties,
he  added,  policymakers
should  be  cognizant  of  the
range  in  the  number  of
deaths  that  these  scenarios
indicate.

“We  hope  to  bring  some
reality  to  it,”  Dr.  Spiegel
said.  “This  is  85,000  addi-
tional deaths in a population
where  1.2%  of  that  popula-
tion  has  already  been
killed.”

Hamas’ attacks, hostage-taking and other atrocities,
the ongoing hostilities and the suffering of Palestinians
in Gaza and the violence in the West Bank reinforce
the United States resolve to urgently achieve a final
peace that includes the full realization of Palestinian
self-determination.”
Richard Visek
Acting State Department legal adviser
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS 
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County 
Boyce Campus – Auditorium 
595 Beatty Rd  
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396 
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College 
Main Campus – Founders Hall 
107 College Drive 
Butler, PA 16002 
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

• �You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

• �You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

• �You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

• �Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number: 
866.566.0649

Passcode: 
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input 
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do 
not pre‑register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include 
following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2) �the date and time of the public input 

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3) �a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5) �if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions? 
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.
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Alabama hospital puts pause 
on IVF in wake of ruling saying 
frozen embryos are children
By Kim Chandler
Associated Press

MONTGOMERY, Ala. 
(AP) — A large Alabama 
hospital has paused in vitro 
fertilization treatments 
as health care providers 
weigh the impact of a state 
court ruling that frozen 
embryos are the legal 
equivalent of children.

The University of 
Alabama at Birmingham 
said in a statement 
Wednesday that its UAB 
Division of Reproductive 
Endocr ino logy  and 
Infertility has paused the 
treatments “as it evalu-
ates the Alabama Supreme 
Court’s decision that a 
cryopreserved embryo is a 
human being.”

“We are saddened 
that this will impact our 
patients’ attempt to have a 
baby through IVF, but we 
must evaluate the poten-
tial that our patients and 
our physicians could be 
prosecuted criminally or 
face punitive damages for 
following the standard of 
care for IVF treatments,” 
the statement emailed by 
spokeswoman Savannah 
Koplon read.

Other fertility treatment 
providers in the state were 
continuing to provide IVF 
as lawyers explored the 
impact of the ruling.

The ruling by the all-
Republican Alabama 
Supreme Court prompted a 
wave of concern about the 
future of IVF treatments in 
the state and the potential 
unintended consequences 
of extreme anti-abortion 
laws in Republican-
controlled states. Patients 
called clinics to see if 
scheduled IVF treatments 
would continue. And 
providers consulted with 
attorneys.

Justices — citing 
language in the Alabama 
Constitution that the state 
recognizes the “rights of 
the unborn child” — said 
three couples could sue 
for wrongful death when 
their frozen embryos were 
destroyed in a accident at a 
storage facility.

“Unborn children 
are ‘children’ ... without 
exception based on devel-
opmental stage, physical 
location, or any other 

ancillary characteristics,” 
Justice Jay Mitchell wrote 
in Friday’s majority ruling 
by the all-Republican 
court.

Mitchell said the court 
had previously ruled that a 
fetus killed when a woman 
is pregnant is covered 
under Alabama’s Wrongful 
Death of a Minor Act and 
nothing excludes “extra-
uterine children from the 
Act’s coverage.”

The ruling brought a 
rush of warnings about 
the potential impact on 
fertility treatments and 
the freezing of embryos, 
which had previously 
been considered property 
by the courts. Groups 
representing both IVF 
treatment providers and 
patients seeking fertility 
treatments raised alarm 
about the decision.

And patients were left 
wondering where it would 
leave them.

Gabby Goidel, 26, who 
is pursuing IVF treatment 
in Alabama after three 
miscarriages, told The 
Associated Press that the 
court ruling came down 
on the same day she began 
daily injections ahead of 
egg retrieval.

“It just kind of took me 
by storm. It was like all I 
could think about, and it 
was just a very stressful 
thing to hear. I immedi-
ately messaged my clinic 
and asked if this could 
potentially halt us. They 
said we have to take it 
one day at a time,” Goidel 
said.

Barbara Collura, the 
CEO of RESOLVE: 
The National Infertility 
Association, told the AP 
Tuesday that the ruling 
raises questions for 
providers and patients, 
including if they can freeze 
future embryos created 
during fertility treatment 
or if patients could ever 
donate or destroy unused 
embryos.

The Alabama Supreme 
Court decision partly 
hinged on anti-abortion 
language added to the 
Alabama Constitution 
in 2018, stating it is the 
“policy of this state to 
ensure the protection of 
the rights of the unborn 
child.”

Jury selection begins for trial of ‘Rust’ 
armorer in fatal 2021 shooting by Alec Baldwin
By Morgan Lee
Associated Press

SANTA FE, N.M. 
(AP) — Prosecutors in 
New Mexico are pursuing 
accountability for the 2021 
death of a cinematographer 
who was fatally shot by 
actor Alec Baldwin during 
a rehearsal for the Western 
film “Rust.”

Before Baldwin’s case 
progresses, the armorer 
on the set is being tried 
on charges of involuntary 
manslaughter and tampering 
with evidence. Jury selection 
in Hannah Gutierrez-Reed’s 
trial started Wednesday in 
Santa Fe.

Gutierrez-Reed has 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charges and maintains she’s 
not directly to blame for 
Halyna Hutchins’ death. 
Baldwin also has pleaded 
not guilty to an involuntary 
manslaughter charge in a 
separate case.

The process for selecting 
12 jurors began with a pool 
of 70 residents from the 
Santa Fe area, including 
non-English speakers, a 
welder, a teacher, a graduate 
student and a mother who 
provides for six children. A 
prosecutor began with ques-
tions for jurors about their 
exposure to intensive media 
coverage and social media 
chatter about the case.

Prosecutors plan to 
present evidence that 
Gutierrez-Reed loaded a live 
round into the gun that killed 
Hutchins after unknowingly 
bringing live ammunition 
onto a set where it was 
expressly prohibited. They 
contend the armorer missed 
multiple opportunities to 
ensure safety on the movie 
set.

Defense attorneys have 
said they have evidence that 
will show otherwise.

The evidence and testi-
mony has implications for 
Baldwin, who was pointing 
a gun at Hutchins during 
an October 2021 rehearsal 

outside Santa Fe when she 
was killed and director Joel 
Souza was wounded.

Here are some things to 
know about the Gutierrez-
Reed trial:

CHARGES
Gutierrez-Reed, the 

stepdaughter of renowned 
sharpshooter and weapons 
consultant Thell Reed, was 
24 at the time of Hutchins’ 
death. “Rust” was her 
second assignment as an 
armorer in a feature film.

Gutierrez-Reed faces up 
to 18 months in prison and 
a $5,000 fine if convicted of 
involuntary manslaughter. 
The evidence tampering 
charge stems from accusa-
tions she handed a small 
bag of possible narcotics to 
another crew member after 
the shooting to avoid detec-
tion by law enforcement.

Her attorneys say that 
charge is prosecutors’ 
attempt to smear Gutierrez-
Reed’s character. The bag 
was thrown away without 
testing the contents, defense 
attorneys said.

More than 40 people are 
listed as witnesses during 
the trial that’s scheduled to 
run through March 6.

AMMUNITION
Authorities located six 

rounds of ammunition on 
the movie set in locations 
that included a box, a gun 
belt and a bandolier worn by 
Baldwin. Baldwin has said 
he assumed the gun only 
had rounds that couldn’t be 
fired.

Special prosecutors have 
argued in court filings that 
Hutchins died because of a 
series of negligent acts by 
Gutierrez-Reed. They say 
she should have noticed live 
rounds and intervened long 
before the shooting.

Gutierrez-Reed’s attor-
neys say she’s unfairly been 
scapegoated. They contend 
live rounds arrived on set 
from an Albuquerque-
based supplier of dummy 
rounds. They also pointed 
to a broader atmosphere 

of safety failures that were 
uncovered during an inves-
tigation by state workplace 
safety inspectors that go 
beyond Gutierrez-Reed.

Additionally, Gutierrez-
Reed is accused in another 
case of carrying a gun into 
a bar in downtown Santa Fe 
in violation of state law. Her 
attorneys say that charge 
has been used to try to pres-
sure Gutierrez-Reed into a 
false confession about the 
handling of live ammunition 
on the “Rust” set.

W O R K P L A C E 
SAFETY

Gutierrez-Reed was 
responsible for storage, 
maintenance and handling 
of firearms and ammuni-
tion on set and for training 
members of the cast who 
would be handling firearms, 
according to state workplace 
safety regulators.

Live rounds are typically 
distinguished from dummy 
rounds by a small hole in the 
dummy’s brass cartridge, 
indicating there is no explo-
sive inside or by shaking the 
round to hear the clatter of 
a BB that is inserted inside. 
A missing or dimpled primer 
at the bottom of the cartridge 
is another trait of dummy 
rounds.

The company Rust Movie 
Productions paid a $100,000 
fine to the state following a 
scathing narrative of safety 
failures in violation of stan-
dard industry protocols. The 
report included testimony 
that production managers 
took limited or no action to 
address two misfires on set 
before Hutchins was shot.

Prosecutors urged a judge 
to keep regulators’ conclu-
sions out of the trial because 
those might be used to argue 
that “Rust” management 
was responsible for safety 
failures, not Gutierrez-Reed.

The judge in the case 
sided last week with 
Gut ie r rez -Reed .  The 
report says the production 
company did not develop 
a process for ensuring live 

rounds were kept away from 
the set and that it failed to 
give the armorer enough 
time to thoroughly inventory 
ammunition.

BALDWIN
Baldwin, the lead actor 

and a co-producer on “Rust,” 
was indicted in January on 
an involuntary manslaughter 
charge.

Baldwin has said he 
pulled back the gun’s 
hammer — not the trigger 
— and the weapon fired.

The charge against 
Baldwin provides two alter-
native standards for pros-
ecution, one based on the 
negligent use of a firearm 
and another tied to negli-
gence without due caution 
or “circumspection,” also 
defined as “total disregard 
or indifference for the safety 
of others.”

Legal experts say the 
latter standard could broaden 
the investigation beyond 
Baldwin’s handling of the 
gun. Alex Spiro, a defense 
attorney for Baldwin, says 
that’s unlikely to be allowed 
in court.

“There’s a theory that, by 
being the producer, he also 
has criminal liability,” Spiro 
said Tuesday before a judge 
in a scheduling hearing. “We 
don’t think that will with-
stand scrutiny.”

P r o s e c u t o r s  K a r i 
Morrissey and Jason Lewis 
initially dismissed an invol-
untary manslaughter charge 
against Baldwin in April, 
saying they were informed 
the gun might have been 
modified before the shooting 
and malfunctioned. A more 
recent analysis of the gun 
concluded the “trigger had 
to be pulled or depressed 
sufficiently to release the 
fully cocked or retracted 
hammer of the evidence 
revolver.”

Industry-wide guidance 
that applied to “Rust” says 
to “treat all firearms as if 
they are loaded.”

A trial date hasn’t been 
set for Baldwin.

Boeing ousts head of 737 jetliner program weeks 
after panel blowout on a flight over Oregon

SEATTLE (AP) — 
Boeing said Wednesday 
that the head of its 737 
jetliner program is leaving 
the company in an execu-
tive shake-up weeks after 
a door panel blew out 
on a flight over Oregon, 
renewing questions about 
safety at the company.

Boeing announced that 
Ed Clark, who had been 
with the company for nearly 
18 years and led the 737 
program since early 2021, 
was leaving immediately.

Clark oversaw the factory 
in Renton, Washington, 
where final assembly took 
place on the Alaska Airlines 
737 Max 9 involved in last 
month’s accident. Federal 
investigators said bolts 
needed to help keep a panel 
called a door plug in place 
were missing after repair 
work on the plane.

Katie Ringgold, a vice 
president in charge of deliv-
ering 737s to airlines, will 
succeed Clark as vice presi-
dent and general manager 
of the 737 program and the 
Renton factory, according 
to an email to employees 
from Stan Deal, the CEO 
of Boeing’s commercial 
airplanes division.

The company announced 
several other appointments, 
including naming longtime 
executive Elizabeth Lund to 
the new position of senior 
vice president for commer-
cial airplanes quality.

The moves are part of 
the company’s “enhanced 
focus on ensuring that every 
airplane we deliver meets 
or exceeds all quality and 
safety requirements,” Deal 
said in his email to staff. 
“Our customers demand, 
and deserve, nothing less.”

The blowout of a panel 
on the Alaska Airlines Max 
9 has led to more scrutiny 
of Boeing by regulators, 
Congress and airlines.

The Federal Aviation 
Administration grounded all 
Max 9s in the U.S. for about 
three weeks for inspections 
of the emergency door 
panels, and the agency is 
limiting Boeing produc-
tion until other quality 
concerns are resolved. 
FAA Administrator Mike 
Whitaker said Boeing is 
not paying enough atten-
tion to safety as it tries to 
build more planes to meet 
demand from airlines.

The CEOs of Alaska 
Airlines and United 

Airlines — the two U.S. 
carriers affected by the Max 
9 grounding — expressed 
outrage and frustration with 
the company. They asked 
what Boeing intends to do 
about improving the quality 
of its manufacturing.

“We caused the problem 
and we understand that,” 
Boeing CEO David 
Calhoun said on Jan. 31. 
“We understand why they 
are angry and we will work 
to earn their confidence.”

Calhoun said the 
company has increased 

inspections in its plants 
and at suppliers, appointed 
a retired Navy admiral to 
review quality manage-
ment, and shut down the 
737 assembly line for 
one day so workers could 
discuss quality and safety.

Criticism of Boeing has 
reached levels not seen 
since the aftermath of two 
deadly crashes involving 
Max 8 jetliners in Indonesia 
and Ethiopia in 2018 and 
2019. The crashes killed 
346 people and led to the 
ouster of Boeing’s then-

CEO.
Shares of The Boeing 

Co. closed down 1% on 
Wednesday. 
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By BILL BARROW and 
JONATHAN J. COOPER

Associated Press

GREENVILLE, S.C. 
— Donald Trump dou-
bled down Tuesday on 
comparing his criminal 
indictments to the cir-
cumstances of  Russian 
dissident Alexei Navalny, 
the top political opponent 
of  Russia’s autocratic 
leader Vladimir Putin 
who died in a remote 
arctic prison after being 
jailed by the Kremlin 
leader.

Appearing on a Fox 
News Channel town hall 
pre-taped before a live 
audience in Greenville, 
South Carolina, Trump 
bemoaned Navalny’s 
death, which President 
Joe Biden and other 
Western leaders have 
blamed on Putin. Trump 
then pivoted to himself, 
repeating his assertions 
that the prosecutions 
against him are driven 
by politics despite no 
evidence that Biden or 
the White House ordered 
them.

“Navalny is a very sad 
situation and he’s very 
brave, he was a very 
brave guy,” Trump said 
in response to a question 
from Fox News Chan-
nel’s Laura Ingraham. 
“He went back, he could 
have stayed away, and 
frankly probably would 
have been a lot better off  
staying away and talking 
from outside of  the coun-
try as opposed to having 
to go back in, because 
people thought that could 
happen, and it did hap-
pen.

“And it’s a horrible 
thing, but it’s happen-
ing in our country, 
too,” Trump continued, 
suggesting his criminal 
indictments — which 
include two cases stem-
ming from his efforts to 
overturn his 2020 defeat 
— are proof  that the U.S. 
is “turning into a com-
munist country in many 
ways.”

“I got indicted four 

times ... all because of  the 
fact that I’m in politics,” 
Trump said. “They in-
dicted me on things that 
are so ridiculous.”

He extended the com-
parison to his loss in a 
civil fraud trial last week, 
in which a New York 
judge ordered Trump 
to pay $355 million in 
penalties after finding 
he lied about his wealth 
for years. With interest, 
Trump owes the state 
about $454 million.

“It is a form of  Naval-
ny,” Trump said. “It is a 
form of  communism, of  
fascism.”

He did not give a clear 
answer when asked 
whether he would post a 
bond covering the judg-
ment, which is one way 
he’d be able to avoid hav-
ing to pay the full amount 
while he appeals.

Trump made no men-
tion of  Putin, part of  his 
longstanding pattern 
of  refusing to denounce 
and often complimenting 
the Russian leader going 
back to when he was in 
the White House. But his 
remarks come as House 
Republicans have refused 
to provide more funding 

to Ukraine in its defense 
against Russia’s inva-
sion and as many in the 
Republican Party grow 
more accepting of  Rus-
sian expansionism.

Putin recently suggest-
ed he preferred Biden 
in the White House to 
Trump. U.S. intelligence 
assessments of  both the 
2016 and 2020 elections 
found that Russia was be-
hind influence operations 
to boost Trump at the ex-
pense of  his Democratic 
Party opponents.

Ingraham interrupted 
Trump at the town hall 
Tuesday to ask whether 
he believed he could be-
come a “potential politi-
cal prisoner” for the rest 
of  his life like Navalny. 
Trump sidestepped the 
question.

“If  I were losing in the 
polls, they wouldn’t even 
be talking about me and 
I wouldn’t have had any 
legal fees,” he answered. 
“If  I were out, I think — 
although they hate me so 
much, I think if  I got out 
they’d still, ‘let’s pursue 
this guy, we can’t stand 
this guy.’”

Trump compares his criminal 
indictments to death of Putin’s top rival

AP
Republican presidential candidate former President Don-
ald Trump looks to Sen. Tim Scott, R-S.C., during a Fox 
News Channel town hall in Greenville, S.C. on Tuesday.
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We are renovating and remodeling our
wonderful Monroeville, PA location
1700 Golden Mile Hwy.

For more information and directions call
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www.woodbridgeinteriors.com
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers:
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County
Boyce Campus – Auditorium
595 Beatty Rd
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass
required

Butler County Community College
Main Campus – Founders Hall
107 College Drive
Butler, PA 16002
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

• You must dial the toll-free Conference
number below

• You must enter the PIN number below
when instructed

• You must speak your name when
prompted, and press #

• Then, the telephone system will connect
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number:
866.566.0649

Passcode:
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m.
onWednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do
not pre-register and provide the information
listed below, you may not have an opportunity
to testify.

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include
following information):

(1) your first and last name;
(2) the date and time of the public input

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3) a phone number where you can be reached

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and
(5) if you require an interpreter to participate in

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing
exhibits to which you will refer during the
telephonic hearing, please email them to the
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties.
Exhibitsmust be received by:Wednesday,
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions?
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org.
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.

among Republicans. Many
GOP lawmakers say they have
yet to see evidence of the “high
crimes and misdemeanors”
required for impeachment,
despite alleged efforts by
members of the Biden family
to leverage the last name into
corporate paydays domesti-
cally and abroad.

Beyond the internal strug-
gle, a central claim of the GOP
investigation also has been
undermined by federal prose-
cutors, who last week indicted
an FBI informant who claimed
there was a multimillion-dol-
lar bribery scheme involving
the president, his son Hunter
and a Ukrainian energy com-
pany.

The informant’s claims had
been part of the foundation
of the Republican effort in
Congress to investigate the
president and his family, with
investigators even making
mention of the unsubstanti-
ated claim in letters to pro-
spective witnesses.

Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio,
one of the lead impeachment
investigators, said Wednesday
the indictment of Alexander
Smirnov doesn’t “change the
underlying facts” of their in-
vestigation. He added that the
FBI saw this informant as a
valued source for years.

An attorney for Hunter
Biden, who is expected to give
a deposition next week, said
the charges show the probe

is “based on dishonest, un-
credible allegations and wit-
nesses.”

James and Hunter Biden
were subpoenaed by the com-
mittee in November. Lawyers
for James Biden have said
there was no justification for
the subpoena because the com-
mittee had reviewed private
bank records and transactions
between the two brothers. The
committee found records of
two loans that were made
when Joe Biden was not in
office or a candidate for pres-
ident.

“With my appearance here
today, the committees will
have the information to con-
clude that the negative and de-
structive assumptions about
me and my relationship with
my brother Joe are wrong,”
James Biden said. “There is
no basis for this inquiry to
continue.”

The impeachment inquiry,
which began in September un-
der the House Judiciary and

Oversight committees, has in-
cluded the recent depositions
of several former Biden family
associates. In nearly every
one of those interviews, the
witnesses have stated they
have seen no evidence that Joe
Biden was directly involved in
his son or brother’s business
ventures.

Nonetheless, Republicans,
led by Oversight Chair-
man, Rep. James Comer of
Kentucky, have said they
are pushing ahead with an
inquiry that could result in
impeachment charges against
Biden, the ultimate penalty
for what the Constitution de-
scribes as “high crimes and
misdemeanors.”

House Democrats have re-
mained united against the
monthslong impeachment ef-
fort and have called on Repub-
licans to end what they call a
“sham process.” Rep. Jamie
Raskin, the top Democrat on
the Oversight Committee, said
James Biden is the latest ex-
ample of Republicans playing
political games with no sign of
tangible evidence that would
rise to the level of impeaching
a president.

“This is a subdued affair.
And, again, it feels to me as if
everyone knows the impeach-
ment investigation is over,”
Raskin said Wednesday. “I
think Chairman Comer has
said publicly that it’s — that it
doesn’t look like the support is
there for impeachment.”

HunterBiden set to give deposition
JAMES BIDEN · FROM A1

were no injuries from today’s incident,” Nor-
folk Southern spokesman Connor Spielmaker
said in a statement. “This is not always the
case, and this incident should serve as a re-
minder that railroad crossings can be uniquely
dangerous places that always need extra cau-
tion to ensure everyone’s safety.

“Never enter one before you are sure you can
get through safely, and in case of emergency,
always get out and call the emergency number
listed on the blue sign at each crossing.”

The railroad crossing has a history of
wrecks.

On April 28, 2021, a freight train and a trac-
tor-trailer collided at the intersection. A flat-
bed was bringing a load of bricks to R.I. Lam-
pus, and the load and trailer were destroyed.

That incident was similar to one that oc-

curred April 9, 2021, when a tractor-trailer
carrying bricks and building materials was
struck at the crossing. Witnesses told TribLive
at the time that the truck driver had little time
to react to the oncoming train.

In both of those incidents, Springdale police
said the tractor-trailer driver had partially
crossed the tracks and was unable to clear the
left turn onto South Railroad Street.

In 2018, a tanker hauling a nontoxic resin to
a nearby business collided with a train at the
intersection.

No injuries were reported in any of the
incidents.

Reached Wednesday, Springdale Mayor Joel
Anderson said he was out of town and unable
to comment on the incident.

Kellen Stepler is a TribLive staff writer. He can be reached at
kstepler@triblive.com.

Crossing has long history of crashes
TRAIN · FROM A1

“It feels to me as if
everyone knows the
impeachment investigation
is over. I think Chairman
Comer has said publicly
that it’s — that it doesn’t
look like the support is
there for impeachment.”

REP. JAMIE RASKIN
TOP DEMOCRAT ON OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers:
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County
Boyce Campus – Auditorium
595 Beatty Rd
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass
required

Butler County Community College
Main Campus – Founders Hall
107 College Drive
Butler, PA 16002
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

• You must dial the toll-free Conference
number below

• You must enter the PIN number below
when instructed

• You must speak your name when
prompted, and press #

• Then, the telephone system will connect
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number:
866.566.0649

Passcode:
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m.
onWednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do
not pre-register and provide the information
listed below, you may not have an opportunity
to testify.

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include
following information):

(1) your first and last name;
(2) the date and time of the public input

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3) a phone number where you can be reached

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and
(5) if you require an interpreter to participate in

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing
exhibits to which you will refer during the
telephonic hearing, please email them to the
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties.
Exhibitsmust be received by:Wednesday,
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions?
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org.
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.

Follow
Latshaw

Productions
FOR TICKETS: 724.836.8000

www.thepalacetheatre.org

MAY 19, 2024 - 3:00 PM ................................. MY MOTHER’S ITALIAN, MY FATHER’S JEWISH & I’M IN THERAPY
JUNE 5, 2024 - 7:30 PM......................................................................................................FLEETWOOD MACKED
JUNE 7 - 7:30 PM ...................................................................................................................................AIR SUPPLY
AUGUST 11, 2024 - 7:30 PM ............................................................... CHICAGO # 1 TRIBUTE - BRASS TRANSIT
AUGUST 22, 2024 - 7:30 PM ...............................................................................................................ELVIS LIVES
SEPTEMBER 5, 2024 - 7:30 PM........................................HOTEL CALIFORNIA THE ORIGINAL EAGLES TRIBUTE
SEPTEMBER 26, 2024 - 7:30 PM ...................................................................................................JOSH TURNER
OCTOBER 3, 2024 - 7:30 PM .............................................FOREVER SEGER THE SLIVER BULLET EXPERIENCE
OCTOBER 10, 2024 - 7:30 PM .............................................................NEIL DIAMOND TRIBUTE SOLITARY MAN
NOVEMBER 7, 2024 - 7:30 PM .......................................................................... THE ULTIMATE DOORS TRIBUTE
NOVEMBER 14, 2024 - 7:30 PM ........................................................................... ABBAMANIA + CHER TRIBUTE

adno=318751_V2

Rhythm of the
Dance

National Dance Company of Ireland
March 17, 2024 - 4:00 PM

Pittsburgh
Oldies

All-Stars
April 21, 2024 - 3:00 PM

The Gambler
Returns

The Kenny Rogers Tribute
March 14, 2024 - 7:30 PM

Jersey Seasons
A Tribute to Frankie Valli &

The Four Seasons
May 9, 2024 - 7:30 PM

Dwight
Yoakam

March 6, 2024 - 8:00 PM

facilities to “meet volume demands.”
Eugene “Gino” Bosetti, president of Team-

sters Local 30, declined to comment after the
meeting with membership for more than
two hours.

Kramer and Mills, like several other em-
ployees, said they have been off work since
January. They had been working 3½ hours a
day, and more during the run-up to the busy
holiday shipping season, but that changed in
January when they were not needed as the
volume of packages being shipped dropped.

Some workers said they were working one
day a week or using vacation time for one
day of work so they could remain eligible for
the company’s health insurance.

Several UPS workers leaving the meeting
said they did not know whether they would
have a job after April 15. Some workers with
less seniority said their future employment
opportunity at UPS might hinge on workers
with more seniority opting for retirement or
landing another job. Day shift workers were
told their only option was to take a job on the
“twilight shift” from 5 to 9 p.m. or the night
shift from 10:30 p.m. to 2:30 a.m.

Workers with less seniority at UPS are
more likely to lose their jobs, prompting
one younger part-time employee to say he
will start looking for another job. Repre-
sentatives from PA Career Link, the state’s
agency that assists in job searches, were at
the meeting.

Others expressed their distrust of UPS.
“They’re not telling us stuff, and, when

they do, they change a lot,” said Kim Busch
of Jeannette, who works part-time during
the day at the New Stanton hub.

Busch said she learned UPS would be
closing the day packaging operations a few
weeks ago, but the official notice did not
come down until last week.

“It’s devastating,” Busch said.
She said she was hoping to reach 25 years

with UPS so she could retire with a full
pension.

“I need a little over a year,” she said, not-
ing the volume of work has been really low.

“I’ve never seen it this bad,” Busch said.
Karey Moore of Youngwood, who has 29

years of seniority, said she will be eligible for
a job on the twilight shift but would have to
go from sorting packages to loading trucks,
a grueling job she did decades ago.

“I would lose seniority. We are being treat-
ed unfairly by the union,” which should get
changes in the contract to allow the senior
workers to take on their same job in the
evening, Moore said.

Moore has to make a decision by April 15.
“I think they are trying to push the older

people out,” she said.

JoeNapsha is a TribLive staff writer. He can be reached at
jnapsha@triblive.com.

Distrust for
UPS voiced
UPS · FROM A1

fracking going on, but it’s with water
being trucked in from other places,”
authority business manager Brian
Hohman said.

Leases were awarded to Apex En-
ergy for two properties owned by the
authority in Hempfield. The authority
will receive a one-time $2,500 payment
and 18% royalties for all gas sold by
the company that is produced from the
Hempfield wells.

MAWC’s board also amended an ex-
isting deal with Olympus Energy that
allows the company to drill deeper
under property at the reservoir site.
The authority earns 14% royalties for
gas produced at 87 shallow and 55 deep
wells on and near the reservoir prop-
erty.

Royalties from sales of natural gas
once were a major profit center for
the authority and were expected to
generate about $4 million during the
past 12 months. Lower gas prices and
reduced drilling resulted in a nearly
75% decline in gas royalties during the
2023-24 fiscal year that ends March 31.

Hohman said the authority, through
the first 10 months of the current fiscal
year, has earned just $1.1 million in
natural gas royalties.

Joe Mediate of Penn Township told
authority board members he feared wa-
ter used for fracking near the reservoir
contributed to decreased water levels
and led to the 9% rate hike approved
last month for water customers.

“The next thing you know, you’re
asking us to conserve water so you

can catch up and then you’re going to
approve contracts to three more com-
panies,” Mediate said.

Authority officials said sales of water
for fracking was halted after it imposed
voluntary conservation measures in
November for more than 56,000 custom-
ers north of Route 30. They are served
through the Beaver Run Reservoir,
where precipitation deficits over the
previous year left the 11.4 billion gallon
reservoir at less than half its capacity.

The authority has more than 120,000
water customers in Westmoreland,
Allegheny, Armstrong, Fayette and
Indiana counties. The southern half
of the authority’s service area is sup-
plied with water processed from a plant
along the Youghiogheny River near
Connellsville.

Mandatory conservation for the
northern half of the authority’s cus-
tomer base was implemented in Decem-
ber, but, as rains and snow increased
throughout January, the authority
dialed back the requirement for cus-
tomers to save water and reinstituted
a call for voluntary conservation.

Water levels have lagged during a rel-
atively dry February, and officials said
conservation mandates could return if
drought conditions persist.

“Water levels at the reservoir direct-
ly correlate with precipitation levels,
and there was very little snow this time
last year. We hope for a better spring,”
Hohman said.

Rich Cholodofsky is a TribLive staff writer. He can be
reached at rcholodofsky@triblive.com.

Gasroyaltiesaredown
DRILLING · FROM A1

fierce debate in Washington and
elsewhere about the extent to
which college students ought to
receive dispensation from rapidly
rising higher education costs and
resulting debt that hangs over
graduates for decades.

Amounts in many cases exceed
$100,000, including in Pennsylva-
nia, where average student debt
totals typically are third highest
in the nation, averaging $39,375,
trailing only New Hampshire
and Delaware, according to the
Institute for College Access and
Success.

In June, the U.S. Supreme Court
struck down a more broad loan
forgiveness program enacted by
President Joe Biden, saying he
lacked constitutional authority.

The president since has used ex-
ecutive authority to chip away
at what he calls a broken system
in a more targeted way, easing or
eliminating amounts owed.

To date, 7.5 million borrowers
are enrolled in SAVE, 4.3 million
of whom have a $0 monthly pay-
ment.

Education Department officials
were not immediately available
for comment Wednesday. But U.S.
Secretary of Education Miguel
Cardona reiterated the program’s
intent in a department statement.

“With today’s announcement,
we are once again sending a clear
message to borrowers who had
low balances: If you’ve been pay-
ing for a decade, you’ve done your
part, and you deserve relief,” he
said. “Under President Biden’s
leadership, our administration

has now approved loan forgive-
ness for nearly 3.9 million borrow-
ers,and ourhistoric fight tocancel
student debt isn’t over yet.”

In January, Biden announced
his administration was accelerat-
ing the shortened time to forgive-
ness component of the SAVE Plan
by about six months to offer bor-
rowers “relief they have earned as
quickly as possible,” according to
the department’s statement.

For a borrower to be eligible
for this forgiveness, they must be
enrolled in the SAVE Plan, have
been making at least 10 years of
payments and have originally tak-
en out $12,000 or less for college,
according to officials.

Forevery$1,000borrowedabove
$12,000, a borrower can receive
forgiveness after an additional
year of payments. All borrowers

on SAVE receive forgiveness after
20 or 25 years, depending on if they
have loans for graduate school.

According to the administra-
tion, debt cancellation for nearly
3.9 million students has been ap-
proved, an amount of $138 billion
collectively.

Biden’s efforts to lessen or elim-
inate student debt are likely to
figure in the president’s 2024 re-
election bid.

His administration has pointed
to the largest increase to Feder-
al Pell Grants in a decade as an
accomplishment, as well as new
rules to protect borrowers from
career programs that leave grad-
uates with unaffordable debts or
insufficient earnings.

Bill Schackner is a TribLive staff writer. He
can be reached at bschackner@triblive.com.

Biden’s student debt efforts to factor into campaign
DEBT · FROM A1

Rep. Andy Biggs, R-Ariz., said during a break. “So
when you see the transcript, you’ll see.”

The interview with James Biden is the latest
in a series that GOP lawmakers have conducted
recently as they seek to rebuild momentum for
an impeachment process surrounding the Biden
family’s overseas finances that has stalled in recent
months.

Criticism over the lack of evidence against the
president has grown even among Republicans.
Many GOP lawmakers say they have yet to see
evidence of the “high crimes and misdemeanors”
required for impeachment, despite alleged efforts
by members of the Biden family to leverage the
last name into corporate paydays domestically
and abroad.

Beyond the internal struggle, a central claim of
the GOP investigation also has been undermined
by federal prosecutors, who last week indicted an
FBI informant who claimed there was a multimil-
lion-dollar bribery scheme involving the president,
his son Hunter and a Ukrainian energy company.

The informant’s claims had been part of the
foundation of the Republican effort in Congress
to investigate the president and his family, with
investigators even making mention of the unsub-
stantiated claim in letters to prospective witnesses.

Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, one of the lead impeach-
ment investigators, said Wednesday the indictment
of Alexander Smirnov doesn’t “change the underly-
ing facts” of their investigation. He added that the
FBI saw this informant as a valued source for years.

An attorney for Hunter Biden, who is expected
to give a deposition next week, said the charges
show the probe is “based on dishonest, uncredible
allegations and witnesses.”

Criticism of
effort grows
JAMES BIDEN · FROM A1
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS 
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County 
Boyce Campus – Auditorium 
595 Beatty Rd  
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396 
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College 
Main Campus – Founders Hall 
107 College Drive 
Butler, PA 16002 
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

•  You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

•  You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

•  You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

•  Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number: 
866.566.0649

Passcode: 
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input 
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do 
not pre-register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include 
following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2)  the date and time of the public input 

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3)  a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5)  if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions? 
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.
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To prevent that from 
happening, regional cam-
puses across the state are 
urging alumni and sup-
porters to intervene before 
the university’s board of 
trustees approves the 
proposed fiscal year 2026 
budget in July.

Jankoski said the impact 
of the Fayette campus 
to the region includes 
$28 million contributed 
annually to the state 
economy, $1.5 million in 
total scholarships awarded 
annually and free STEM 
camps to youth over the 
summer. 

“We are more than just 
this building,” Jankoski 
said. “We are a campus 
who’s making a difference 
in our community every 
day.”

Jankoski also dismissed 
a rumor making the rounds 
on social media that the 
campus was closing.

During the rally, orga-
nizers read statements 
from Penn State Fayette 
alumni who wrote about 
how the campus helped 
them shape their future. 

Gib Prettyman, asso-
ciate professor of English 
at Penn State Fayette, said 
he’s been at the campus 
for 28 years and was 
thrilled to see how many 
people the campus has 
touched and what they’re 
now doing. 

Dr. Douglas L. Rut-
ledge, assistant teaching 
professor in physics at 
Penn State Fayette, said 
he earned his doctorate at 
Penn State’s main campus, 
where lecture halls were 
packed with up to 1,000 
students per class.

“Down here, we have 
class sizes of up to 30,” 

Rutledge said, adding that 
allows better contact with 
the students.”Somebody 
said they didn’t feel like a 
statistic here. That’s why. 
Because we actually get to 
know our students.”

As a county commis-
sioner, Dave Lohr, an 
alumnus of Penn State 
Fayette, said he wound up 
working with his former 
professor in the late 1970s, 
Terry McMillen Sr., an 
engineer.

“It’s important to keep 
the campus alive and 
moving forward because 
you never know what 
the future holds,” Lohr 
said. “Yes, we need this 
campus, and I will do 
everything I can to make 
sure that continues on be-
cause this campus is vital 
to a lot of people.”

Another alumna, state 
Rep. Charity Grimm-
Krupa, said she took ad-
vantage of the opportunity 
to get college credits at 
the Fayette campus while 
she was attending Albert 
Gallatin Area High School. 
Krupa said her daughter is 
in her second year at the 
branch campus.

“As a mom, it’s such a 
wonderful thing to know 
that I’m not sending my 

vulnerable teenage child 
out where I don’t know 
who she’s with and who’s 
being her role model,” 
Krupa said.

Krupa said a large sum 
of taxpayer money goes to 
Penn State and there’s no 
transparency in how that 
money is spent. 

“I would much rather 
see a transparent con-
versation about where 
legitimate budget cuts or 
budget issues could be 
made, than to risk jeop-
ardizing our branch cam-
puses,” Krupa said. 

Current student Seth 
Stewart said he’s a 
two-year student and will 
be out before the proposed 
budget cuts take place in 
2026. Still, he drove 35 
minutes from his home in 
Westmoreland County to 
attend Wednesday’s rally.

“Because this campus 
means that much to me,” 
he said.

An open letter to Gov. 
Josh Shapiro, available at 
https://openletterpa.info/, 
asks the governor to in-
tervene before the board 
of trustees votes on the 
budget. Organizers at the 
rally have invited anyone 
who wishes to express 
their support to sign it.

located at 254 McClel-
landtown Rd in Uniontown, 
on Feb. 21.

Warden John Lenkey 
said, as of Wednesday 
morning, any public 
defender or defense at-
torney can meet with 
a client. He suggested 
calling ahead to give 
the staff enough time to 
retrieve the inmate and 
place them in a visitation 
booth so the attorney is 
not waiting in the lobby.

With the exception 
of the time of day when 
there’s a headcount, 
Lenkey said, the inmates 
will be available to talk 
throughout the day. 

Public Defender Sue 
Harper also raised the 
issue about the lack of 
manpower in her office to 
physically go to the prison 
and meet with clients. 
The office has been using 
Skype to conduct virtual 
client meetings, but the 
jail now uses Zoom for that 
purpose.

Harper said she’s 
working with the county 
to procure a Zoom license 

so that virtual meetings 
can resume.

Until that happens, 
Harper said public de-
fenders have to contact 
the prison and find out 
where her their clients are 
located, and meet them in 
their range. On Friday, she 
said, attorneys were only 
able to meet with between 
15 or 20 of the 35 they 
needed to.

Lenkey told Harper he 
would meet with her to 
discuss a solution.

Currently, the jail is 
housing 166 inmates, in-
cluding 138 men and 28 
women.

ACCESS
Continued from A1

 

SUPPORT
Continued from A1

Mark Hofmann | Herald-Standard
Dr. Jo Jankoski, associate professor of Human 
Development and Family Studies at Penn State Fayette, 
The Eberly Campus, welcomes those attending an indoor 
rally against proposed budget cuts to regional campuses 
by the university. 

"It was crazy, because 
everybody told us she was 
going to be born on leap 
day," Heather recalled. "I 
was induced on the 28th. 
We were hoping that she 
was going to be born on 
the 28th. She didn't come 
out until 4 o'clock in the 
morning on the 29th. She 
didn't want to come out. 
She had a mind of her own. 
When I was in the hospital 
they said you could cele-
brate for three days."

"I should start doing 
that," Addie countered.

She enjoys the levity of 
being a leap day baby.

"This year I'll be turning 
4, she joked.

That joke doesn't quite 
hold the humor it once 
did for Avery Fee, a soph-
omore at Peters Township 
High School.

"I have had so many 
people ask me about it," 
Avery said. "I feel like the 
joke was funny when I was 
8. If I hear it one more time 
I'm going to start hitting 
people,” she said with a 
laugh.

"When I was younger, it 
was pretty cool. I thought, 
‘Wow, that day only exists 
once every four years. 
Now that I'm older it's just 
a day that happens not to 
exist three-fourths of the 
time. People will get really 
excited about it, but it's a 
little bit overrated, in my 
opinion."

Avery said she's hoping 
for a red velvet cake 
for her birthday. Cele-
bration plans involve a 
roller skating party with 
members of the school's 
Dungeons and Dragons 
Club. 

She marked her birthday 
in younger days on 
March 1, but now there's 
a couple of celebrations.

"I'll celebrate on Feb. 28 
with my friends and I'll 
celebrate with my family 
on March 1," Avery said. 

She said her mother, 
Tara, chair of the Wash-
ington & Jefferson College 

English Department, re-
called the first time her 
daughter realized she had 
a birthday that was dif-
ferent from most. She was 
about 5 or 6 years old.

"She remembered that I 
was looking at a calendar 
to see when my next 
birthday was and I was 
really freaked out that 
there wasn't a day on the 
calendar for my birthday," 
Avery said.  

Baylie Ribel said she 
turns 28 “in regular 
birthdays” Thursday.

“I will be 7 years old in 
leap day birthdays,” she 
joked. “I try not to joke 
about it with people that 
don’t know me that well 
because they get puzzled 
when I tell them that I’m 
7 years old. Sometimes 
people don’t even realize 
people are born in leap 
year. They forget that’s 
a thing. It’s hard to go 
through the whole spiel 
with them.”

In years that lack leap 
day, Baylie celebrates on 
March 1. Her reason is 
simple. 

“We don’t do (Feb.) 
28 because I technically 
wasn’t on this earth,” she 
said. “I was still in my 
mom’s womb.”

Baylie said she first re-
alized she had a different 
birthday than most when 
she turned 8. 

It clicked for her when 
her mom, Joelle Swart, 
brought out a special 

candle to mark the day.
“Every leap year she 

breaks it out of the closet,” 
Bayle said. ”It’s a beau-
tiful hand-painted candle. 
It has all of the leap years 
listed by the age I’m going 
to turn and the year. It’s 
just very detailed.”

Rachel Gladden of 
Washington turns 84 this 
leap day and will be in 
Myrtle Beach, where son 
Tom has a place.

“We’re going to go down 
there and we’re going to 
celebrate there,” she said. 
“I’m excited about it.” 

During her many years 
of teaching in the Wash-
ington and Trinity school 
districts, she had fun with 
her students concerning 
her birthday.

“I would tell kids I was 
having a birthday and 
they would say that can’t 
be true, you can’t be 12,” 
she recalled. 

“It was really kind of 
funny. Kids would go home 
and say, ‘Mrs. Gladden 
tells fibs.’” 

Of her leap day birthday, 
she says, “It’s different. 
It’s weird … The other 
three years are not so 
pleasant because you just 
don’t have a birthday. 
You’re not born in March, 
so you have to go with the 
last day in February. 

“Growing up wasn’t 
fun when you didn’t have 
birthdays. It’s OK now. 
I’ll take them every four 
years.”

LEAP
Continued from A1

Katherine Mansfield

Rachel Gladden will celebrate her leap day birthday in Myrtle Beach, S.C.

Submitted by Baylie Ribel

Baylie Ribel of McDonald will turn 28 in “regular birthdays” 
today.
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By Jon Andreassi
Staff writer
jandreassi@observer-reporter.com

Two people were injured 
in Morris Township Tues-
day evening after their 
vehicle crossed the double 
yellow line and struck a 
tractor-trailer.

Morris Township Fire 
Department Chief Dave 
Dietrich said the accident 
occurred at about 6 p.m. on 
Prosperity Pike, just south 
of its intersection with Cash 
Day Road. According to Di-
etrich, the man and woman 
who were injured are from 
out of state, and were pass-
ing through the area to meet 
relatives in West Virginia.

Dietrich said the man was 
driving south and failed to 
negotiate a slight bend in the 
road, and crossed into the 
northbound lane, striking 
the rear of a tractor-trailer. 
A second tractor-trailer also 
headed north then struck 
the vehicle.

The woman suffered mi-
nor injuries.

“We were able to get her 
out of the car and treat her 
on scene until the ambu-
lance arrived,” Dietrich 
said.

The driver was trapped in 
the vehicle, and was flown to 
a Pittsburgh hospital after 
first responders were able 
to extricate him. According 
to Dietrich, he was alert and 

speaking prior to boarding 
the helicopter.

“When we first got there, 
he was kind of in and out of 
consciousness,” Dietrich 
said.

Also responding were 
South Franklin Fire Depart-
ment, West Finley Fire De-
partment and Ambulance 
and Chair.

Stephanie M. Sewak, Esq.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

90 WEST CHESTNUT STREET, SUITE 606 
WASHINGTON, PA

724.263.5677 OR 412.889.5518
ssewak@sewaklaw.com

Free consultations, home and out of offi  ce appointments

STEPHANIE M.
SEWAK

DEEDS • CLOSINGS • WILLS & ESTATES
LIVING WILLS •POWER OF ATTORNEY

FREE CONSULTATIONS
 WORKERS COMPENSATION

REPRESENTING THE INJURED WORKERS
REAL ESTATE AGREEMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS 
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County 
Boyce Campus – Auditorium 
595 Beatty Rd  
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396 
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College 
Main Campus – Founders Hall 
107 College Drive 
Butler, PA 16002 
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

•  You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

•  You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

•  You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

•  Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number: 
866.566.0649

Passcode: 
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input 
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do 
not pre-register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include 
following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2)  the date and time of the public input 

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3)  a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5)  if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions? 
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.
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Two injured in Morris Twp. crash

Submitted photos

The driver of this vehicle was flown to a Pittsburgh hos-
pital, while a passenger suffered minor injuries. Morris 
Township Fire Chief Dave Dietrich said the occupants of 
the vehicle are from out of state.

One injured 
after trucks 
crash on I-70

One person was hos-
pitalized after two trac-
tor-trailers crashed on In-
terstate 70 in North Frank-
lin Township Wednesday 
morning.

According to a Wash-
ington County 911 super-
visor, at about 5:30 a.m., a 
FedEx truck crashed into 
the shoulder, and another 
tractor-trailer was report-
ed to have gone over the 
hill side.

One person was transport-
ed to Washington Hospital, 
according to 911.

I-70 West was restricted to 
one lane while crews cleared 
the scene.

Hydraulic fluid leak 
shuts down Route 19

A portion of Route 19 in 
Peters Township was closed 
Wednesday morning after a 
garbage truck began leak-
ing hydraulic fluid.

According to a Washington 
County 911 supervisor, the leak 
was reported at about 4:40 a.m.

The Peters Township 
Fire Department posted 
to Facebook that Route 19 
was closed between Cross-
winds Drive and McDow-
ell Lane. They updated the 
post at about 6 a.m. to say 
the road had reopened.

Local

By Mark Hofmann
For the Observer-Reporter
newsroom@observer-reporter.com

For the 157 inmates 
lodged in the Fayette Coun-
ty Prison, Wednesday was 
moving day, as law enforce-
ment officials oversaw their 
transfer to the county’s new 
jail.

Prison Warden John Len-
key said the way the move 
went was “outstanding.”

“It was completely un-
eventful, the way you want 
it to be uneventful,” said 
the jail’s Deputy Warden of 
Treatment Angela Kern. “It 
was the best case scenario 
all around.”

Although uneventful, the 
logistics and safety pre-
cautions put in place for 
the move started chatter 
on social media with users 
asking about a helicopter 
in the sky and a large po-
lice presence on the streets 
of Uniontown. 

“It was not advertised 
because of safety and se-
curity to consider, but a lot 
of people saw the activity,” 
said county Sheriff Jim 
Custer.

Lenkey said the state 
Department of Corrections 
(DOC) set the date for the 
move. The agency provided 
about 40 special emergency 
response team members 
from multiple institutions 
as well as two 40-passenger 
buses specially equipped to 
transport inmates, and the 
Pennsylvania State Police 
provided a helicopter.

Commissioner Scott 
Dunn said the state did not 
charge the county for the 
manpower and equipment 
for the move.

“They were more than 
happy to help,” Dunn said. 

In addition to state police, 
Uniontown police and the 
sheriff’s office also assisted 
with the transfer.

Custer said those in-
volved met with the DOC on 
Tuesday to go over the plan 
for the move, which took 
place at 7:30 a.m. Wednes-
day when buses parked 
near the courthouse on 
Main Street were loaded 
with inmates walking up 
from the prison. 

With a Uniontown po-
lice vehicle escorting, one 

bus at a time drove along 
Main Street through the 
city, turned left on Route 
21 and to the new jail. State 
police and sheriff deputies 
blocked intersections along 
the route for an uninterrupt-
ed mile-long trek to the new 
facility. 

Custer said it took five bus 
trips to move all the inmates 
with the final bus unloading 
its passengers around 11:30 
a.m..

“It was outstanding for 
a move and all logistics in-
volved,” Custer said. “We 
couldn’t ask for anything 
better.”

County law enforcement 
and county commissioners 
were grateful for the team-
work involved in the trans-
fer.

“We were very fortunate 
to have them,” Lenkey said 
of the state DOC and police. 
“It took them four hours to 
do what would have tak-

en us four days because 
we don’t have access to a 
40-passenger bus.”

“There was a lot of co-
ordination with this event 
today,” Dunn said. “We took 
this seriously as a potential 
security threat.”

Dunn said it’s a monu-
mental day in Fayette Coun-
ty with the century-old old 
prison having outlived its 
use. In the past few years, 
the aging prison was the 
target of several lawsuits 
claiming the conditions 
were inhumane.

Dunn added that the new 
$44 million facility will pro-
vide a safe location for not 
only the inmates, but will 
give the prison staff and 
employees a better place to 
work.

“I’m glad we reached this 
point in time,” said Commis-
sioner Vince Vicites. “The 
transition’s been made, 
they’re in, now they’re go-

ing to be on a day-to-day ba-
sis where things will need 
tweaked and corrected.”

Kern said, with the new 
facility and new operations 
at the jail, officials expect 
there will be an adjustment 
period.

Vicites said building a 
new prison in any county is 
difficult, given the cost and 
regulations involved. 

“When we did have set-
backs, we corrected them 
and moved forward,” he 
said, adding that the project 
came in under budget. “I 
think this facility will serve 
the people of Fayette Coun-
ty for many many decades 
to come.”

Commissioner Dave 
Lohr said Wednesday that 
he campaigned on the need 
to build a new prison three 
times while running for of-
fice.

“It was needed for a long, 
long time, and now it’s off 

and running, and it feels 
good. It’s good for all the 
staff and the prisoners,” 
Lohr said. 

“Hopefully the prisoners 
that go in will come out bet-
ter,” Lohr said.

The now former Fay-
ette County Prison was the 
fourth prison built in the 
county and was originally 
constructed in 1892, making 
the building 132 years old. 

The new facility has 
the capacity to hold 333 
inmates, and has the ca-
pacity to provide space 
for treatment and rehabil-
itation-focused program-
ming.

“Individuals are placed 
in jail for punishment, not 
to be punished,” Lenkey 
said. “This new jail has the 
capacity to provide services 
and tools that will afford the 
inmates an opportunity to 
leave here a better person 
from which they arrived.”

Moving day

Inmates are escorted from the Fayette County Prison next to the courthouse to a state DOC bus parked along West 
East Main Street in Uniontown to be transported to the county’s new jail.

Over 150 inmates transferred 
to new Fayette County jail

Mark Hofmann/For the Observer-Reporter

Inmates file off of a state Department of Corrections bus and 
into the new Fayette County jail on Wednesday morning.
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Winning Entries will appear in the 
Altoona Mirror on EASTER, MARCH 31

Please send artwork to: 
Easter Coloring Contest • c/o Altoona Mirror

PO Box 2008 • 301 Cayuga Ave. • Altoona, Pa  16602

Hey Kids! Color the Drawing Below & Enter for 
Your Chance to Win Prizes from our Sponsors!

Name ____________________________Age _______
Address _____________________________________
Phone ______________________________________

Altoona Mirror on EASTER, MARCH 31
Due to limited space, all artwork may not be chosen. 

Deadline for entries is Wed., March 20 at 4:00 pm

Easter

SPONSORED 
BY:

COLORING CONTEST

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS 
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County 
Boyce Campus – Auditorium 
595 Beatty Rd  
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396 
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College 
Main Campus – Founders Hall 
107 College Drive 
Butler, PA 16002 
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

•  You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

•  You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

•  You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

•  Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number: 
866.566.0649

Passcode: 
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input 
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do 
not pre-register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include 
following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2)  the date and time of the public input 

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3)  a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5)  if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions? 
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.
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Mon-Sat  10am - 5pm 
Sun          12pm - 4pm

199 Exit 78B
Bellefonte

814-548-7972
www.klabans.com

I99 Exit 78B
Bellefonte

www.klabans.com

Hours:
Mon. - Thurs. 10-6
Fri. 10-8
Sat. 10-5
Sun. 11-4

The innovaTors of comforT™

Receive $200 off*

any Stressless® seating or $400 OFF
select Stressless® recliners when you
donate $50 to Centre SAFE
Now - January 22, 2020

You can make everyone a lot more
comfortable this holiday season.

Mon. - Sat. 10am-6pm
Sun. 12pm-4pm

Police found another 
knife by the victim’s body 
and blood smears on many 
surfaces within the home. 

In addition, police fol-
lowed the blood trail up 
the stairs, into the victim’s 
bedroom, a second bedroom 
and into the second floor 
bathroom.

During the investigation, 
police learned the victim’s 
son, Joshua Leyo, lived in 
the home and was treat-
ed about 5 a.m. Feb. 13 at 
UPMC Altoona for a lacera-
tion to his left hand. 

Security video shows 
Leyo entering the hospital, 
the report states. He was 
discharged later that day.

Police pinged Leyo’s 
phone and found that he 
was in Pittsburgh, near the 
airport. It was discovered 

Leyo used his mother’s 
bank account to pay $184.92 
for an Uber from Altoona to 
Pittsburgh on Feb. 14. 

Police said additional 
purchases were made in 
Pittsburgh after the Uber 
charge, while purchases 
prior to the Uber charge 
were made in the Altoona 
area.

Police contacted a Home-
land Security agent in 
Pittsburgh who was able 
to determine that Leyo had 
attempted suicide by jump-

ing off a parking garage, the 
report states.

In an interview with 
police at Allegheny General 
Hospital, Leyo said he got 
into an argument with his 
mother and stabbed her in 
the neck. He admitted he 
stabbed her multiple times 
and didn’t believe she was 
alive when he left the apart-
ment. 

Police said Leyo had a 
previous conviction for 
aggravated assault with a 
knife in 2021.

LEYO:  Took Uber to Pittsburgh
(Continued from Page A1)

Accused killer faces new charges
Police: Oechsle 
had homemade 
knife in jail cell
From Mirror staff reports

A city man accused of kill-
ing his neighbor last year 
faces additional charges 
after police say he was 
found with a homemade 
knife in his prison cell.

Raymond Thomas 
Oechsle Jr., 52, is charged 

with possess-
ing an instru-
ment of crime 
after the knife 
was allegedly 
found in his 
cell Feb. 22.

The shank 
was made of 

two sharpened pieces of 
metal, tied together with 
a towel and orange shirt. 
It was hidden in a paper 
towel roll in Oechsle’s cell, 
with the complaint noting 

Oechsle was the only per-
son assigned to the cell.

On Oct. 19, Oechsle 
allegedly stabbed another 
inmate and was charged 
with attempted homicide. 
The inmate is blind in one 
eye with limited use of his 
other eye, according to 
court documents filed in 
that case.

Oechsle is being held at 
Blair County prison with-
out bail after being accused 
of killing his neighbor in 

April and living with the 
body for several days. 
All charges in that case, 
including murder of the 
first degree and murder 
of the third degree, have 
been held for court. In addi-
tion, all charges filed in the 
prison stabbing case have 
been held for court. Those 
charges include attempted 
criminal homicide, aggra-
vated assault, assault by 
prisoner and possession of 
a weapon.

Oechsle

Kravchenko, of 
Massachusetts, 
last seen  
near Clearfield
From Mirror staff reports

State police in Clearfield 
are working with Chicopee, 
Massachusetts, police after 
a teen from that state was 
in an accident in Clearfield 
County.

According to state police, 
Timothy Kravchenko, 19, 
was involved in a minor 
motor vehicle accident near 

the intersec-
tion of Gilling-
ham Road and 
Ridge Road, 
Girard Town-
ship. 

He fled the 
scene before 
police arrived 

and is now listed as a miss-
ing person in Massachu-
setts.

It is believed Kravchenko 
could still be in Pennsyl-
vania.

The missing person post-
er said Kravchenko drove 
from Chicopee to Pennsyl-
vania on Saturday and was 

involved in the crash on 
Sunday. 

Family and friends have 
not heard from him since 
the crash. He is not famil-
iar with the area and does 
not have a phone to contact 
anyone for help, the poster 
states.

Kravchenko is listed 
as 5 foot, 10 inches tall,  
185 pounds, with blue eyes 
and curly brown hair.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to contact 
state police at Clearfield at  
814-857-3800 or the Chicop-
ee Police Department at  
413-594-1700.

Kravchenko

Attract your next great employee 
by being in the spotlight.

814-946-7422
classifi ed@altoonamirror.com

MAKE A 
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today to 
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Police seeking missing teen

During the investigation, police 
learned the victim’s son,  
Joshua Leyo, lived in the home and 
was treated about 5 a.m. Feb. 13  
at UPMC Altoona for a laceration 
to his left hand

Place your Garage Sale 
AD in the classifieds! 

814-946-7422
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS 
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County 
Boyce Campus – Auditorium 
595 Beatty Rd  
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396 
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College 
Main Campus – Founders Hall 
107 College Drive 
Butler, PA 16002 
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

•  You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

•  You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

•  You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

•  Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number: 
866.566.0649

Passcode: 
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input 
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do 
not pre-register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include 
following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2)  the date and time of the public input 

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3)  a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5)  if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions? 
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.

Amy Grant; June 11: Daniel O’Donnell.

Roxian Theatre

March 1: Trombone Shorty
March 2: St. Paul & The Broken Bones
March 3: Jimbo’s Drag Circus
March 7: Bryce Vine
March 8: Mammoth WVH
March 16: Blue October
March 19: Blackberry Smoke
March 20: Set It Off�
March 22: Grouplove
March 23: Wheeler Walker Jr.
April 5: Drake White; April 13: Owl

City; April 20: Priscilla Block; April 24:
Queensryche; April 29: Todd Rundgren;
April 30: Asking Alexandria; May 1: Sax-
on and Uriah Heep; May 4: Madison
Beer; May 10: Jim Norton; May 12: Thiev-
ery Corporation; May 19: Tommy Em-
manuel; May 28: Frank Turner; June 4,
Keb’ Mo’. 

Benedum Center

March 7-8: Brit Floyd
March 9: Jason Isbell
April 13: Little Anthony, Gary Puckett,

Lovin’ Spoonful and Jimmie Ross & The
Jaggerz; April 14: Kevin Hart; April 25:
Matt Rife; May 3: The Temptations and
The Four Tops.

UPMC Events Center

March 16: Donnie Iris
March 21: Leanne Morgan
April 6: Rend Collective; April 13:

Brantley Gilbert; Sept. 17: Sum 41.

Palace Theatre

March 1: Little River Band
March 6: Dwight Yoakam
March 10: Kenny Wayne Shepherd
March 16: Casting Crowns
March 22: Leanne Morgan
April 5: John Oates; April 7: Buddy

Guy; April 10: Yachtly Crew; May 22: Ca-
hal Dunne; May 28: Joe Jackson; June 7:
Air Supply; July 28: Bowling for Soup;
Sept. 6: Oak Ridge Boys; Sept. 22: Bach-
mann Turner Overdrive; Sept. 26: Josh
Turner; Oct. 19: The Outlaws. 

1st Summit Arena, Johnstown

March 14: Scotty McCreery
March 24: Breaking Benjamin
April 1: Brit Floyd; April 19: Brantley

Gilbert.

Byham Theater

March 27: Herbie Hancock
March 30: Margaret Cho
April 16: KT Tunstall and Shawn Col-

vin; April 21: Jimmy Carr; April 28: Ha-
san Minhaj; May 1: Joanne Shaw Taylor;
July 13: Brad Williams.

Rivers Casino

March 2: DJ Pauly D
March 22: Grand Funk Railroad. 

Jergel’s Rhythm Grille

March 14: Creed Fisher
March 20: Marshall Crenshaw
March 30: Hailey Whitters
April 21: Molly Tuttle; April 30: Tom

Sandoval; May 12: The Alarm; May 22:
Orgy and Cold; Sept. 16: Hoodoo Gurus;
Oct. 3: Phil Vassar.

City Winery Pittsburgh

March 7-8: Josh Ritter (sold out).
March 12: Paul Thorn and Steve Poltz
March 17: Will Hoge
March 26-27: Joshua Radin
April 11: Matthew Sweet; April 12: Su-

zanne Vega (sold out); April 16: Graham
Parker; April 21: Carbon Leaf; April 22:
Willie Nile; April 25: NRBQ; May 28: Jill
Sobule; July 18: Martin Barre; July
18.July 26: Mary Fahl. 

Thunderbird Cafe

March 8: Papadosio
March 13: Marc Broussard
March 23: Dave Hause
March 27: Sonny Landreth & The

Iguanas
April 21: Larry Campbell and Teresa

Williams; April 25: Ana Popovic.

Petersen Events Center

March 19: Toby Mac
May 2: Death Cab for Cutie and Postal

Service; May 3: Brandon Lake; May 19:
Sleep Token (sold out); Oct. 26: Lainey
Wilson.

Mr. Smalls Theatre

March 2: Blonde Redhead
March 16: Beach Weather
April 13: Real Estate; April 27: The Go-

tobeds; May 9-11: They Might Be Giants;
May 16: In Flames; May 28: X Ambassa-
dors; June 2: Lucero. 

MCG Jazz Concert Hall

March 9: Veronica Swift
March 23: Jazzmeia Horn
April 6: Smithsonian Jazz Master-

works Orchestra celebrates Duke Elling-
ton at 125; April 27: Take 6; May 11: Kim
and Kayla Waters.

Spirit Hall

March 5: Laura Jane Grace
March 14: Otoboke Beaver. 

Club Cafe

March 12: California Guitar Trio.
March 26: Briscoe
May 9: Robbie Fulks; May 10: Los

Straitjackets; June 10: Abigail Lapell. 

Hard Rock Cafe, Pittsburgh

March 9: Adelitas Way; April 25: Coco
Montoya.

Heinz Hall

April 29: Bonnie Raitt; June 24-25:

Laufey with the Pittsburgh Symphony
(second night sold out); July 8: Norah
Jones; July 10: Cody Fry.

Pavilion at Star Lake

May 29: Noah Kahan; June 15: Robert
Plant & Alison Krauss; June 19: New
Kids on The Block; June 29: Hootie &
The Blowfi�sh; June 30: Tyler Childers;
July 2: Red Hot Chili Peppers; July 9:
Third Eye Blind; July 12: Chris Stapleton;
July 13: Bret Michaels with Dee Snider
and Lou Gramm; July 29: Hozier; July 31:
Foreigner and Styx; Aug. 2: Dan + Shay;
Aug. 3: Creed; Aug. 10: Jason Aldean;
Aug. 16: Kidz Bop; Aug. 17: Tedeschi
Trucks Band; Aug. 20: Doobie Brothers;
Sept. 3: Alice Cooper and Rob Zombie;
Sept. 7: James Taylor; Sept. 14: Willie
Nelson, Bob Dylan and John Mellen-
camp.

Acrisure Stadium

June 1: Kenny Chesney with Zac
Brown Band. 

Carnegie Music Hall of Oakland

June 17: Little Feat; Aug. 26: Waxa-
hatchee.

PNC Park

July 27: Def Leppard, Journey, Steve
Miller Band; Sept. 1: Green Day and
Smashing Pumpkins.

Crafthouse Stage & Grill

March 8: Socks in The Frying Pan;
May 18: Mitch Rossell.

Others

March 9: Punchline, Preserving Un-
derground, New Kensington; March 10:
Spyro Gyra, Oaks Theatre, Oakmont;
April 9: Christian McBride, August Wil-
son African American Cultural Center,
Pittsburgh; April 27: Judas Priest, Cov-
elli Centre, Youngstown; May 20: Mat-
thew Morrison, Greer Cabaret Theater,
Pittsburgh (sold out); July 8: Yakov
Smirnoff�, Strand Theater, Zelienople. 

Scott Tady is entertainment editor at
The Times and easy to reach at sta-
dy@timesonline.com. 

Concerts
Continued from Page 1A

Waterparks will headline Stage AE in Pittsburgh.
PHOTO PROVIDED TO THE TIMES BY ELEKTRA ENTERTAINMENT

Blackberry Smoke heads here for a show. JOE LOPEZ 

Rising country star Hailey Whitters
headlines Jergel’s Rhythm Grille. PHOTO

PROVIDED/CREDIT HARPER SMITH

ECONOMY — An offi�cer from the
New Sewickley Township Police De-
partment is at home recovering after a
driver struck him during a traffi�c stop. 

According to police Chief Gregory
Carney, a traffi�c stop was being con-
ducted by Patrolman Jeremy Brown
along Dunlap Hill around 8:30 p.m.
Monday when he was struck by a sec-
ond driver. The motorist had been trav-
eling in the northbound lane of the road
and struck Brown as he was crossing the

street toward the other vehicle. 
Shortly after the collision, Brown was

taken to Allegheny General hospital for
treatment of his injuries. The patrolman
was released from the hospital on Tues-
day morning and is recovering with his
family at their home.

The driver, who was not identifi�ed in

the release from the New Sewickley
Township Police Department, reported-
ly stopped after the collision and coop-
erated with offi�cers at the scene. Offi�-
cers from the Economy Borough Police
Department are continuing to investi-
gate the incident. 

Police offi�cer recovering after being struck during traffi�c stop
Garret Roberts
Beaver County Times

USA TODAY NETWORK





With the weather being rainy and windy Wednesday, Tracey Vaccarello and Lisa Chalmers, 
both of Harmony, visited the Rose E. Schneider Family YMCA in Cranberry Township to 
walk the track. ED THOMPSON/BUTLER EAGLE

Reservations for 
shelters at Alameda 
begin Friday online

At 9 a.m. Friday, the coun-
ty parks and recreation de-
partment will begin accept-
ing online reservations for 

shelters at Alameda Park.
In addition, credit card 

purchases at the park con-
cession stand will no longer 
have a $1 minimum, but the 
service fee for debit card 
transactions will increase 
from 1.79% to 2.19% and will 

be passed on to customers, 
county offi cials said.

On March 9, a low-cost 
vaccination clinic for pets 
is being held in the park’s 
maintenance garage from 
10 a.m. to noon. A fee will be 
charged to help cover costs.

By William Pitts
Eagle Staff Writer

MIDDLESEX TWP — 
The township has been 
working to update its com-
prehensive plan, which has 
remained unchanged since 
2004.

The planning commis-
sion voted to advance its 
updated comprehensive 
plan to the next level, 
where it will be reviewed 
by the township’s super-
visors at a future public 
hearing.

The meeting on Wednes-
day evening was the fourth 
time the comprehensive 
plan went before the plan-
ning commission. The 
main topic of conversation 
on Wednesday regarded 
tweaks to the commission’s 

proposed changes for the 
plan’s “designated growth 
area,” the part of the town-
ship where orderly and ef-
fi cient development is ex-
pected to progress.

The growth area is “just 
a tool that’s part of the 
comprehensive plan,” said 
township manager Jeffrey 
Winkle. 

During the meeting, one 
member of the planning 
commission, Dave Fowl-
er, raised concerns about 
the plan’s ability to bal-
ance the township’s rural 
character with the need 
to allow for future urban 
development. Fowler was 
especially concerned that 
future development would 
encroach on the Glade Run 
watershed area.

“The survey shows that 
our main focus for the com-
prehensive plan should 
be the preservation of our 
rural nature,” Fowler said 
during the meeting. “I 
think we should make this 
thing as restrictive as pos-
sible, not as broad as pos-
sible.”

“They were just talking 
about some of the environ-
mentally sensitive areas of 
the community, and their 
desire to help those areas,” 
Winkle said.

“There’s continuing 
work that needs to be 
done,” Fowler said.

There is no timetable yet 
for when the supervisors 
will hold the public hear-
ing for the comprehensive 
plan.

Aid to Ukraine 
not part of pact
By Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Con-
gressional leaders an-
nounced Wednesday they 
have reached a tentative 
agreement to prevent a 
government shutdown for 
now, days before an end-
of-the-week deadline that 
risked shuttering some fed-
eral operations.

Under the new plan, 
Congress would temporar-
ily fund one set of federal 
agencies through March 
8 and another set through 
March 22. In the meantime, 
Congress will try to draft 
and pass packages of leg-
islation to fund the govern-
ment for the remainder of 
the budget year.

But there was no immedi-
ate plan to approve the $95 
billion emergency national 
security funds for Ukraine, 

Israel and other allies.
“We are in agreement 

that Congress must work 
in a bipartisan manner to 
fund our government,” said 
the joint statement from 
House Speaker Mike John-
son, Senate Majority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer, Senate 
Republican Leader Mitch 
McConnell and House 
Democratic Leader Ha-
keem Jeffries, along with 
the Appropriation Commit-
tee leaders.

Johnson said the House 
would vote Thursday to ap-
prove the temporary funds 
— ahead of Friday’s dead-
line, when some federal 
monies run out. The Senate 
would be expected to vote 
next.

The deal comes together 
as negotiators in Congress 
have been working furi-
ously to fi nish up a federal 
spending plan and Wash-
ington joined Ukraine 
and other American allies 

around the world in watch-
ing and waiting for John-
son’s next move.

The new Republican 
leader is facing the test of 
his career trying to keep 
the U.S. government open 
by Friday’s midnight dead-
line for several federal 
departments. At the same 
time, emergency funding 
for Ukraine, Israel and 
Indo-Pacifi c allies remains 
stubbornly stalled. Presi-
dent Joe Biden convened 
leaders Tuesday in hopes 
of pushing them toward a 
deal.

“As the President and 
Congressional Leaders 
made clear at yesterday’s 
meeting, we cannot al-
low a government shut-
down,” White House press 
secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre said in a statement. 
She said the agreement 
reached would help pre-
vent a “needless” federal 
shutdown.

Middlesex Township commission 
advances comprehensive plan

TAKING A LAP

Eagle Staff Report
A national television 

audience will soon get a 
glimpse of Saxonburg busi-
ness owner Doug Sprankle 
and his family, who are set 
to appear on an upcoming 
episode of the syndicated 
game show “Family Feud.”

Sprankle, the operator 
of Sprankle’s Neighbor-
hood Market on West Water 
Street, as well as his sister-
in-law, Brandi, confi rmed 

the Sprankle family is set 
to appear on the show on 
April 24.

In addition, Doug and his 
family were pictured in the 
studio audience during the 
episode that aired on Tues-
day night.

According to an Insta-
gram post from the Inde-
pendent Grocers Alliance, 
the Sprankles’ appearance 
on Family Feud was fi lmed 
in May 2023 at Trilith Stu-
dios in Fayetteville, Ga. 

The fi ve members of the 
Sprankle family compet-
ing were Doug, his son Colt, 
his father Randy, his older 
brother Ryan, and his sis-
ter-in-law Brandi.

Brandi said Doug and 
Randy are planning a 
watch party for the day of 
the show, and further de-
tails are soon to come.

Family Feud can be seen 
daily on CBS at 7 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m.

Sprankle family to appear on ‘Family Feud’

LOCALLOCAL

Tentative deal in place to 
avoid government shutdown

 BE-1552367 BE-1551629

 Know someone who
 has dedicated his or her life 
 to helping the community,

 someone who is always
 ready to pitch in or to organize events?

 Then you should nominate 
 that person for the

 74th Distinguished 
 Service Award,

 the premier community award given 
 annually in Butler County.

 Letters of nomination should explain why the 
 person deserves to be considered for the award, 

 including history of volunteerism.
 Nominations must be received by Friday, April 5.

 The dinner will be Wednesday, May 15 
 at the Butler Country Club.

 For more information or questions call
 Millie Pinkerton at 724-287-3395

 Please send nominations for both 
 the junior and senior honorees to:

 DSA Nominee
 Rotary Club of Butler

 P.O. Box 1081
 Butler, PA  16003

 Sponsored by:

 The award was established in 1949 
 to honor outstanding volunteerism 
 in the Butler community. In 1952 
 the award was split to honor two 

 people annually: a junior, 45 years 
 old or younger; and a senior, older 
 than 45. Nominations for the 2023 
 DSA honorees are sought from the 
 public, and past DSA winners will 

 vote on the nominees.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 

The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:

In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024

1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 6, 2024

1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County

Boyce Campus – AuditoriumBoyce Campus – Auditorium

595 Beatty Rd 
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College

Main Campus – Founders HallMain Campus – Founders Hall

107 College Drive
Butler, PA 16002
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:

Thursday, March 7, 2024

1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

• You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

• You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

• You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

• Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number:
866.566.0649

Passcode:
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input To participate in the telephonic public input 

hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 

on Wednesday, March 6, 2024.on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do  I
not pre-register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 

Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 

(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include a.org

following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2) the date and time of the public input  o

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3) a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5) if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits:Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, Wednesday, 

March 6, 2024.March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters:Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions?Questions?
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.

724-628-2000

Overcrowding at animal shelters is an 
ongoing problem, and the result of this 
overcrowding is heartbreaking. Those 
animals are homeless through no fault 

of their own. Won’t you help save the 
life of a homeless pet by sponsoring 

a photo in “Adopt-A-Pet”?

Pet Photos will be published in 

The Daily Courier on Saturday, 

March 30, and the Mt. Pleasant-

Scottdale Indpendent-Journal 

on Thursday, April 4, 2024.

If you would like to arrange an ongoing 
sponsorship, please call Jarrod Lash at 

724-628-2000, or fill out the form below 
and send it in, or drop off, with $12.00 
to the Daily Courier office. Please make 

checks payable to The Daily Courier.

Help support Fayette Friends of Animals 

at 724-245-7815. All ages of puppies, 

dogs, cats and kittens are always 

available; see them online at 

fayettefriendsofanimals.net. 

ADOPT 
A PET
Fayette Fayette Fayette Fayette Fayette Fayette Fayette 

Friends of Friends of Friends of Friends of Friends of 
AnimalsAnimals

Deadline for March Adopt-A-Pet 
is Saturday, March 23, 2024

By JAMIE RANKIN

Bullskin Township Supervisors took action 
on three items at Tuesday’s meeting.

They authorized the purchase of a new plow 
truck, with Chris Ohler noting the 2008 Peter-
bilt the township currently is using is on its 
last legs.

Supervisors have their eye on a 2025 Ford 
F750 but have not yet purchased the vehicle. 
Arrangements are being made through the 
COSTARS program.

Supervisors also voted to advertise for ag-
gregate bids, which will be accepted until 
3 p.m. March 26, and adopted the 2024 Inter-
national Property Maintenance Code.

Ohler said the township still is greatly in 
need of more fi refi ghters. Anyone interested in 
joining the Bullskin Township Volunteer Fire 
Company should contact Chief Kyle Quinn at 
724-887-0566.

The Bullskin Senior Center also is looking 
for new members, who can come from within 
the township or any of the neighboring com-
munities. For more information, call the senior 
center at 724-887-0655.

Jamie Rankin is the editor of the Indepen-

dent-Journal. Reach her at jrankin@dailycourier.

com or 724-628-2000.

Bullskin to 
purchase 

plow truck

Addiction is the com-
pulsive use of substances 
despite loss of money, 
relationships, family 
members, employment, 
freedom, health, dignity 
and even life. But addiction 
is not a sign of weakness 
or moral failure. Rather, it 
is a common condition that 
affects millions of people of 
all backgrounds.

“Addiction is considered 
a brain disorder, because it 
involves complex interac-
tions among brain circuits, 
genetics, the environment 
and an individual’s life ex-
periences,” said Gopi Vadl-
amudi, MD, medical direc-
tor of the CNX Foundation 
Substance Recovery Unit 
at Penn Highlands Mon 
Valley. “While individuals 
in the throes of addiction 
may feel hopeless, it is a 
treatable medical disease.”

How do I know if a fam-
ily member or friend has 
a substance use disorder?

It can be diffi cult to know 
if someone is struggling 
with addiction. While the 
following symptoms may 
be caused by other factors, 
they may also be warning 
signs of substance abuse:

• Problems at school or 
work, such as frequently 
missing days, a sudden 
disinterest in activities or 
a drop in grades or perfor-
mance

• Physical health issues, 
such as a lack of energy and 
motivation, weight loss or 
gain or red eyes

• Lack of interest in 
appearance, clothing or 
grooming

• Changes in behavior 
and in relationships with 
family and friends

• Money issues, such as 

sudden requests for money 
without a reasonable expla-
nation

Alcohol is often present 
at many social functions, 
but when does social drink-
ing become a more serious 
issue?

“If your alcohol use puts 
your health or safety at risk, 
it is an unhealthy use of 
alcohol,” said Dr. Vadlamu-
di. “Binge drinking, which 
is defi ned as a male having 
fi ve or more drinks with-
in two hours or a female 
having at least four drinks 
within two hours, is another 
sign of unhealthy use. 
Generally, if your drinking 
results in repeated signifi -
cant problems in your daily 
life, you may have alcohol 
use disorder.”

What do I do if I suspect 
a loved one is struggling 
with addiction?

Like other chronic con-
ditions, such as asthma or 
heart disease, addiction is 
typically characterized by 
relapses, but it can be treat-
ed. Starting a conversation 
is an important fi rst step. 
When you approach the 
person, do so in a positive, 
compassionate and help-
ful way. Do not shame or 
criticize them. It can help 
to remember that addiction 
is a disease like diabetes or 
high blood pressure.

You may also want to 
encourage them to talk to 
their primary care doc-
tor, since it may be easier 
to talk about the subject 
with a doctor than with a 
family member or friend. 
For someone in the early 
stages, a conversation with 
a healthcare professional 
may be enough to get them 
the help they need.

You can also get help and 
resources from The Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Adminis-
tration (SAMHSA), which 
offers a free 24/7 helpline 
for individuals and family 
members facing mental 
and/or substance use disor-
ders. This service provides 
referrals to local treatment 
facilities, support groups 
and community-based orga-
nizations. You can reach the 
helpline by calling 1-800-
662-HELP (4357).

Penn Highlands Health-
care offers outpatient, 
intensive outpatient (IOP) 
and substance recovery unit 
care. Outpatient treatment 
serves those with both 
substance and behavioral 
(gambling, gaming, sexual, 
pornography) addictions. 
IOP treatment address-
es stress and emotional 

well-being, as well as the 

ability to develop and 

implement skills to increase 

proper communication and 

reduce likelihood of relapse 

and stress. Penn Highlands 

Healthcare also offers the 

CNX Foundation Substance 

Recovery Unit at Penn 

Highlands Mon Valley. The 

unit is the only Level 4.0 
inpatient withdrawal and 

treatment facility in Fay-

ette, Greene, Washington 

and Westmoreland counties. 

This unit is equipped to 

treat patients suffering with 

substance use disorders 

along with complex medi-

cal problems or very high 

risk withdrawal symptoms. 

To learn more, visit www.

phhealthcare.org/addic-

tionmedicine.

For those suffering from addiction, help is available

By PAUL S. BRITTAIN

The North Fayette County Mu-
nicipal Authority discussed water-
line breaks that occurred in Janu-
ary.

After lengthy discussion, the 
board agreed to have the authori-
ty’s own crews replace 90 feet of 
pipeline in the Clark area because 
the current line is in serious con-
dition.

“Our fi xes won’t seal the 8-inch 
steel line because it is pitted. We 
have the pipe we were going to use 
for the Jefferson project,” said au-
thority Director Ken Martray.

Chairman Jason Foster asked 
if bids could be requested for the 
work. But Martray said the urgen-
cy of the work requires it be ad-
dressed immediately.

Martray said the line could be 
replaced in roughly two months. 
Board members acknowledged 
that school bus traffi c could inter-
rupt work at various times.

Martray said there were 33 re-
ported breaks, and considerable 
water was lost during the breaks.

“There were 1,500 customers 
who were affected,” he said.

The board also approved two 
proposals for Sleighter Design Inc. 

The fi rst is for the Crawford Ave-
nue project at $187,792.15 for de-
sign, specs, and inspection of bids.

The second is in the amount of 
$54,265.20 for the Wiggins Lane 
Project from Regency to Walnut 
Hill in South Union Township.

A proposal for $6,150 by JRH 
Contracting for replacement of 
doors at the Lemont Booster Sta-
tion was tabled. Foster questioned 
the cost of the doors, which in-
volve one double door and one 
single door.

A payment of $4,482.90 was 
approved for Piccolomini Con-
tracting for the Fairchance Fire 
Hydrant Replacement Project.

A payment of $81,445.90 was 
approved to Elcon Technologies 
Inc. for the fi lter upgrade project.

The authority will purchase a 
new pump at the Rosy Hill Pump 
Station in the amount of $14,047, 
plus shipping costs. The old pump 
is in such bad shape that replace-
ment parts won’t work for the unit.

The board also approved a do-
nation of $250 to the Dunbar Fire 
Department. This is the same 
amount as was donated in 2023.

Paul S. Brittain is a Daily Courier staff 

writer.

Authority discusses 
waterline breaks

(AP) — Wendy’s says that 
it has no plans to increase 
prices during the busiest 
times at its restaurants.

The burger chain clarifi ed 
its stance on how it will ap-
proach pricing after media 
picked up on comments by 
CEO Kirk Tanner that the 
company would test fea-
tures like dynamic pricing at 
restaurants.

Companies like Uber 
have used dynamic pricing, 
or surge pricing, to moder-
ate use by customers during 
the busiest days of the year, 
or when drivers or cars are 
in short supply during the 
day. Prices rise and fall with 
demand using that business 
model.

This month during a con-
ference call with investors 
and industry analysts, Tanner 
said, “Beginning as early as 
2025, we will begin testing 
more enhanced features like 
dynamic pricing and daypart 
offerings, along with AI-en-
abled menu changes and sug-
gestive selling.”

The company said 
Wednesday, after the story 

began to circulate this week, 
that any features it decides to 
test in the future “would be 
designed to benefi t our cus-
tomers and restaurant crew 
members.”

“Wendy’s will not imple-
ment surge pricing, which is 
the practice of raising prices 
when demand is highest. We 
didn’t use that phrase, nor do 
we plan to implement that 
practice,” the company said 
in an email to The Associated 
Press on Wednesday.

Wendy’s Co. plans to in-
vest about $20 million to 
launch digital menu boards 
at all of its U.S. company-run 
restaurants by the end of 
2025. It also plans to invest 
approximately $10 million 
over the next two years to 
support digital menu en-
hancements globally.

Wendy’s said that its digi-
tal menu boards “could allow 
us to change the menu offer-
ings at different times of day 
and offer discounts and value 
offers to our customers more 
easily, particularly in the 
slower times of day.”

Wendy’s:No plans 
to raise prices 
at busy times
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS 
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County 
Boyce Campus – Auditorium 
595 Beatty Rd  
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396 
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College 
Main Campus – Founders Hall 
107 College Drive 
Butler, PA 16002 
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

•  You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

•  You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

•  You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

•  Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number: 
866.566.0649

Passcode: 
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input 
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do 
not pre-register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include 
following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2)  the date and time of the public input 

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3)  a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5)  if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions? 
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.

Peoples-Hearing Regulatory Ad_IndianaGazette.indd   1 2/19/24   1:53 PM

By CHRISTINA LARSON
AP Science Writer

WASHINGTON — Our 
very ancient animal ances-
tors had tails. Why don’t we?

Somewhere around 20 
million or 25 million years 
ago, when apes diverged 
from monkeys, our branch 
of the tree of life shed its 
tail. From Darwin’s time, 
scientists have wondered 
why — and how — this hap-
pened.

Now, researchers have 
identifi ed at least one of the 
key genetic tweaks that led 
to this change.

“We found a single mu-
tation in a very important 
gene,” said Bo Xia, a genet-
icist at the Broad Institute 
and co-author of a study 
published Wednesday in 
the journal Nature.

The researchers com-
pared the genomes of six 
species of apes, including 
humans, and 15 species of 
monkeys with tails to pin-

point key differences be-
tween the groups. Once 
they identifi ed a signifi -
cant mutation, they tested 
their theory by using the 
gene-editing tool CRIS-
PR to tweak the same spot 

in mouse embryos. Those 
mice were born without 
tails.

Xia cautioned that other 
genetic changes may also 
play a role in losing tails.

Another mystery: Did 

having no tails actually help 
these ape ancestors — and 
eventually, humans — sur-
vive? Or was it just a chance 
mutation in a population 
that thrived for other rea-
sons?

“It could be random 
chance, but it could have 
brought a big evolutionary 
advantage,” said Miriam 
Konkel, an evolutionary ge-
neticist at Clemson Univer-
sity, who was not involved 
in the study.

As to why having no tails 
may have helped, there are 
many tantalizing theories 
— including some that link 
being tailless to humans 
eventually learning to walk 
upright.

Rick Potts, who directs the 
Smithsonian Institution’s 
Human Origins Project and 
was not involved in the re-
search, suggests being tail-
less may have been a fi rst 
step toward some apes 
adopting a vertical body 
posture, even before they 

left the trees.
Not all apes live on the 

ground today. Orangutans 
and gibbons are tailless 
apes that still live in trees. 
But Potts notes that they 
move very differently than 
monkeys, who scamper 
along the tops of branches, 
using their tails for balance. 
Those apes hang below 
branches, swinging be-
tween them while hanging 
largely upright.

New York University biol-

ogist Itai Yanai, a co-author 
of the study, said that losing 
our tails was clearly a major 
transition. But the only way 
to certainly know the rea-
son “would be to invent a 
time machine,” he said.

The Associated Press 
Health and Science Depart-
ment receives support from 
the Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute’s Science and Edu-
cational Media Group. The 
AP is solely responsible for 
all content.

Our ancient animal ancestors had tails; why don’t we?

ODED BALILTY/Associated Press
SKELETONS OF a human and a monkey awaited installation 
at the Steinhardt Museum of Natural History in Tel Aviv, 
Israel, in 2018.

By JUAN A. LOZANO 
and MICHAEL GRACZYK

Associated Press

HUNTSVILLE, Texas — A 
Texas man who had long 
claimed his conviction 
more than 20 years ago was 
based on false testimony 
and questionable evidence 
was executed Wednesday 
for fatally shooting two 
people, including his cous-
in.

Ivan Cantu received a le-
thal injection and was pro-
nounced dead at 6:47 p.m. 
at the state penitentiary in 
Huntsville for the Novem-
ber 2000 fatal shooting of 
his cousin, James Mosque-
da, 27, and his cousin’s 
girlfriend, Amy Kitchen, 
22. In fi nal words from the 
execution chamber, the 
50-year-old inmate said 
several times that he was 
innocent.

“I want you to know that 
I never killed James and 
Amy,” he told relatives and 
a friend of Kitchen who 
stood feet away from him 
while watching through 
a window. “And if I did, 
if I knew who did, you 
would’ve been the fi rst to 

know any information.”
He said he wanted them 

to know he didn’t think his 
death “will bring you clo-
sure. If it does, if this is 
what it takes or have any 
reservations off in your 
mind, then so be it.”

Prosecutors had said 
Cantu killed Mosqueda, 
who dealt illegal drugs, 
and Kitchen as he tried to 
steal cocaine, marijuana 
and cash from his cousin’s 
north Dallas home. The in-
mate, who was convicted 
in 2001, had long claimed 
a rival drug dealer killed 
his cousin in a dispute over 
money.

Before his statement, his 
spiritual adviser, Helen 
Prejean, held in her hand 
his right hand that was 
strapped to the death 
chamber gurney and 
prayed quielty over him. 
He thanked friends and 
supporters and urged that 
his case continue to be in-
vestigated to prove, “I don’t 
belong on this gurney.”

As a lethal dose of the 
sedative pentobarbital 
began fl owing, he began 
snoring. After the eighth 
snore, which was ac-

companied by a gasp, he 
stopped all movement. 
Twenty-one minutes after 
the drugs started, he was 
pronounced dead.

Cantu’s was the fi rst ex-
ecution in Texas this year 
and one of two scheduled 
Wednesday in the U.S. 
Hours earlier, Idaho au-
thorities halted the execu-
tion of serial killer Thomas 
Eugene Creech after a med-
ical team repeatedly failed 
to fi nd a vein to insert an IV 
line needed to administer 
a lethal injection. Creech 
was condemned for kill-
ing a fellow prisoner with a 
battery-fi lled sock in 1981.

The Texas execution pro-
ceeded hours after Cantu’s 
attorney, Gena Bunn, said 
she would not make a fi nal 
appeal to the U.S. Supreme 
Court for lack of “a viable 
path” for the high court’s 
consideration of the case.

Two lower courts on 
Tuesday denied Cantu’s re-
quest to intervene. And on 
Monday, the Texas Board of 
Pardons and Paroles voted 
7-0 against commuting 
Cantu’s death sentence to 
a lesser penalty. Efforts to 
delay Cantu’s execution 
had received the support 
of faith leaders, celebrities 
such as Kim Kardashian 
and actor Martin Sheen, 
and U.S. Rep. Joaquin Cas-
tro, and his brother, former 
U.S. Housing Secretary Ju-
lian Castro.

Collin County District At-
torney Greg Willis, whose 
offi ce convicted Cantu, 
said that evidence present-
ed at trial proved Cantu 
committed the killings. 
“I remain fully convinced 
that Ivan Cantu brutally 
murdered two innocent 
victims in 2000,” Willis said 
in a recent statement.

But Bunn had written in 

Cantu’s clemency appli-
cation that new evidence 
“impugns the integrity of 
the State’s case for guilt 
and raises the specter that 
the State of Texas could ex-
ecute an innocent man.”

In Cantu’s apartment, 
police found bloody jeans 
with the victims’ DNA and 
a key to the victims’ home. 
Police found Cantu’s gun 
at his ex-girlfriend’s home. 
Mosqueda’s blood was 
found on the gun’s barrel 
while Cantu’s fi ngerprints 
were found on the gun’s 
magazine.

In a 2005 affi davit, Mat-
thew Goeller, one of Can-
tu’s trial attorneys, said 
Cantu admitted to him “he 
had indeed killed Mosque-
da for ‘ripping him off’ on a 
drug deal” and that Kitch-
en was killed because she 
was a witness.

Cantu’s then-girlfriend, 
Amy Boettcher, was the 
prosecution’s main wit-
ness. Boettcher, who died 
in 2021, testifi ed that 
Cantu told her he was 
going to kill Mosqueda and 
Kitchen and later took her 
back to the crime scene 
after the killings.

But Bunn alleged that 
Boettcher’s testimony was 
riddled with false state-
ments.

The defense attorney also 
said new witness state-
ments also helped confi rm 
Cantu’s claim that a man 
who had supplied drugs to 
Mosqueda had threatened 
the cousin days before the 
killings.

Bunn credited an inde-
pendent probe by Matt 
Duff, a private investigator, 
with uncovering much of 
the new evidence. Duff has 
chronicled his fi ndings in a 
podcast called “Cousins By 
Blood.”

Of the new evidence pre-
sented by Cantu, Willis’ of-
fi ce had said “none of it de-
stroys the cornerstones of 
the State’s case.”

The next execution in 
Texas, which has been the 
nation’s busiest capital 
punishment state, is not 
scheduled until June 26. 
Inmate James Harris Jr. had 
been scheduled for execu-
tion on March 13 until an 
appeals court issued a stay 
in his case last week.

Juan Lozano reported 
from Houston.

Texas man who long claimed innocence executed for 2 slayings

IVAN CANTU
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BY STAN CHOE
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NEW YORK – U.S. stocks 
drifted lower Wednesday to 
edge a bit further from their 
all-time highs.

The S&P 500 slipped 8.42 
points, or 0.2%, to 5,069.76, 
continuing its quiet and listless 
run since setting a record last 
week. 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average dipped 23.39, or 0.1%, 
to 38,949.02. 

The Nasdaq composite sank 
87.56, or 0.5%, to 15,947.74, a 

day after pulling within 0.1% 
of its record set in 2021.

Treasury yields also eased in 
the bond market after a report 
said the U.S. economy likely 
grew a touch slower at the end 
of 2023 than earlier estimated. 

The growth was nevertheless 
still solid, as the economy con-
tinues to defy expectations of 
a recession despite high inter-
est rates meant to bring down 
inflation.

A 1.3% drop for Nvidia and 
1.8% slump for Google’s parent 
company, Alphabet, were two 

of the heaviest weights on the 
market. They’re among a small 
group of Big Tech stocks that 
have been disproportionately 
responsible for the S&P 500’s 
run to records.

Such concentration in the 
market can be a concerning sig-
nal, according to Scott Wren, 
senior global market strate-
gist at Wells Fargo Investment 
Institute. 

Broad gains among a wide 
variety of stocks are typically 
a more favorable sign that the 
market’s strength is sustainable.

Wall Street drifts further from highs 
on down day for technology stocks

BUSINESS

BY DAVID KOENIG 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration said Wednesday it’s 
giving Boeing 90 days to come 
up with a plan to fix quality 
problems and meet safety stan-
dards for building planes after 
a panel blew off a brand-new 
Boeing 737 Max jetliner last 
month.

The agency said the direc-
tive followed all-day meetings 
Tuesday with top Boeing offi-
cials at FAA headquarters in 
Washington.

“Boeing must commit to real 
and profound improvements,” 
said FAA Administrator Mike 
Whitaker. “Making founda-
tional change will require a 
sustained effort from Boeing’s 
leadership, and we are going to 
hold them accountable every 
step of the way.”

Boeing CEO David Calhoun 
said that “we have a clear pic-
ture of what needs to be done” 
because of company and inde-
pendent reviews, and that “Boe-
ing will develop the comprehen-
sive action plan with measur-
able criteria that demonstrates 
the profound change that 
Administrator Whitaker and 
the FAA demand.”

The FAA did not indicate 
what action it might take 
if Boeing fails to meet the  

90-day deadline.
The FAA is currently com-

pleting an audit of assembly 
lines at the factory near Seat-
tle where Boeing builds planes 
such as the Alaska Airlines 737 
Max that suffered a door-panel 
blowout on Jan. 5. 

Investigators say bolts that 
help keep the panel in place 
were missing after repair work 
at the Boeing factory.

The incident has raised scru-
tiny of Boeing to its highest 
level since two crashes of Boe-
ing 737 Max jets in 2018 and 
2019 that killed 346 people.

Whitaker toured the 737 fac-
tory two weeks ago. 

He met with FAA inspec-
tors who are reviewing Boeing’s 
operations and talked with 
Boeing engineers and mechan-
ics about safety issues, accord-
ing to the FAA.

This week, a panel of indus-
try, government and academ-
ic experts issued a report that 
found shortcomings in the 
safety culture at Boeing, which 
the company says it has been 
working to improve. 

Earlier this month, Boeing 
replaced the executive who 
had overseen the 737 pro-
gram since early 2021 and said 
it was increasing inspections 
at the 737 plant in Renton, 
Washington.

Boeing ordered to plan fixes 
for quality, safety problems
FAA gives aircraft maker 90-day deadline

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A section of a Boeing 737-9 Max jet that lost a panel in flight is shown 
Jan. 7 in an image released by the National Transportation Safety Board.

Chrysler recalls 330K 
Jeep Grand Cherokees

Chrysler is recalling more than 
330,000 Jeep Grand Cherokees 
because of a steering wheel issue 
that may cause drivers to lose 
control of their vehicles.

The recall is for 338,238 of 
Chrysler’s 2021-23 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee L and 2022-23 Jeep 
Grand Cherokee vehicles.

The automaker said in docu-
ments posted this week by the 
U.S. National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration that the 
upper control arm ball joint and 
steering knuckle may separate 
and cause the wheel to fall out-
ward, which could result in los-
ing control of the vehicle and 
increasing the risk of a crash.

The company said it’s not 
aware of any crashes or injuries 
due to the problem.

Individuals with impacted 
vehicles will be able to go to deal-
ers to have the upper control arm 
pinch bolts replaced for free.

Wendy’s: No plans to 
up prices at busy times

Wendy’s said Wednesday that 
it has no plans to increase pric-
es during the busiest times at 
its restaurants.

The burger chain clarified its 
stance on how it will approach 
pricing after media picked up 
on comments by CEO Kirk 
Tanner that the company would 
test features such as dynamic 
pricing at restaurants.

Companies such as Uber have 
used dynamic pricing, or surge 
pricing, to moderate use by cus-
tomers during the busiest days 
of the year, or when drivers or 
cars are in short supply during 
the day. Prices rise and fall with 
demand using that model.

This month during a con-
ference call with investors and 
industry analysts, Tanner said, 
“Beginning as early as 2025, 
we will begin testing more 
enhanced features like dynamic 
pricing and daypart offerings, 
along with AI-enabled menu 
changes and suggestive selling.”

The company said Wednes-
day, after the story began to 
circulate this week, that any 
features it decides to test in 
the future “would be designed 
to benefit our customers and 
restaurant crew members.”

Executive order aims 
to shield personal data

WASHINGTON – President 
Joe Biden is signing an execu-
tive order aimed at better pro-
tecting Americans’ personal 
data on everything from bio-
metrics and health records to 
finances and geolocation from 
foreign adversaries such as 
China and Russia.

The move allows the Depart-
ment of Justice and other federal 
agencies to take steps to prevent 
the large-scale transfer of Amer-
icans’ personal data to what the 
White House calls “countries 
of concern.” The goal is to do so 
without limiting legitimate com-
merce around data, senior Biden 
administration officials said on a 
call with reporters.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON – Twenty- 
five toxic waste sites in 15 states  
are to be cleaned up, and 
ongoing work at dozens of oth-
ers will get a funding boost, as 
the Environmental Protection 

Agency on Tuesday announced 
a $1 billion infusion to the fed-
eral Superfund program.

The money is the third and 
last installment in the $3.5 bil-
lion allocated under the 2021 
infrastructure law. 

$1 billion for Superfund program 
to clean up 25 toxic waste sites 

Money&Markets

NAME         LAST    CHG.%YTD

Gold (oz) 2,033.00 2,034.40 -0.07 -1.4
Silver (oz) 22.41 22.53 -0.54 -6.1
Platinum (oz) 885.10 897.00 -1.33 -11.1
Copper (lb) 3.83 3.83 -0.01 -1.4
Palladium (oz) 918.00 939.10 -2.59 -16.9

METALS         CLOSE       PVS.     %CHG   %YTD

NAME               VOL (00s)          LAST        CHG

To
da

y

Inflation gauge
The Commerce Department 
delivers its January snapshot of 
U.S. consumer spending and 
inflation before markets open 
today.

The Federal Reserve closely 
watches the report for inflation 
signals. It recently paused 
hiking its key lending rate after 
raising it to a 22-year high in an 
effort to corral inflation. Analysts 
forecast that year-over-year 
inflation ticked down to 2.4% 
from December’s 2.6%. 

Best Buy results
Minnesota retailer Best Buy releases its latest sales and profit 
report before the bell today.

Analysts expect the nation’s largest consumer electronics 
chain to post profit of $2.52 per share on $14.6 billion in 
sales. In November, Best Buy posted stronger-than-expected 
profits for its fiscal third 
quarter but sales declined 
as shoppers pulled back on 
a broad range of items from 
appliances to computers 
and phones in an uncertain 
economy. Best Buy shares 
are down close to 5% in the 
past year.

Pizza profits
Pizza chain Papa John’s today reports its 
fourth-quarter financial results before the 
bell.

In the third quarter, Kentucky-based 
Papa John’s missed Wall Street profit 
targets with earnings of 53 cents per 
share. This quarter, analysts are 
projecting Papa John’s to post earnings 
of 72 cents per share, which would be the 
first year-over-year EPS gain in seven 
quarters. Revenue is expected to come in 
at $578 million, which would be the 
company's best quarter ever following 
several quarters of stagnating sales. Source: FactSet

Price-earnings ratio: 30
based on past 12-month results
Dividend: $1.84  Div yield: 2.6%
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BP Pru 2.31 -.09 -6.5
BakHugh 29.48 -.24 -13.8
BallardPw 3.05 -.06 -17.6
BcoSantSA 4.13 +.03 -.2
BkofAm 34.31 +.03 +1.9
BkNYMel 55.64 +.09 +6.9
BarrickGld 14.33 -.08 -20.8
Baxter 41.56 -.29 +7.5
BaytexEn 3.45 -.04 +3.9
Belden 84.20 +.32 +9.0
Benefic A n .15 +.01 -69.8
BerkHa A 621055 +3755 +14.5
BerkH B 412.14 +3.23 +15.6
BestBuy 79.68 +.62 +1.8
BeyondMt 9.83 +2.31 +10.4
BigLots 5.37 +.09 -31.1
BitBroLtd rs 4.28 +1.79 -61.1
BitDigital 2.79 -.31 -34.0
BlinkCh 3.07 -.08 -9.4
BlockHR 49.77 -.38 +2.9
BluebBio 1.68 -.07 +21.7
Boeing 207.00 +5.60 -20.6
BostonSci 66.99 +.56 +15.9
BrMySq 50.92 +.41 -.8
Bumble 11.23 -1.95 -23.8
C3.ai 29.69 -.41 +3.4
C4Thera 10.95 +1.20 +93.8
CBIZ Inc 75.28 -.94 +20.3
CNH Indl 11.91 -.05 -2.2
CSX 37.68 -.16 +8.7
CVS Health 75.19 -1.08 -4.8
CXApp 2.37 -.45 +83.7
Cabot 83.68 +.28 +.2
CampSp 42.15 -.11 -2.5
Canaan 1.85 +.10 -19.9
CdnNR 129.75 -1.59 +3.3
Canoo Inc .11 -.01 -59.1
Carnival 15.47 -.44 -16.6
Carvana A 75.47 -4.95 +42.6
Caterpillar 329.56 +1.93 +11.5
CelsiusH s 67.77 +.25 +24.3
Cencora 236.13 -.38 +15.0
CenovusE 17.26 -.27 +3.7
ChargEnt .03 -.03 -74.6
ChrgePt 1.99 -.02 -15.0
Chevron 152.34 +.18 +2.1
Chewy 16.93 -.31 -28.4
CipherMn 3.27 -.18 -20.8
Cirrus 89.83 -1.47 +8.0
Cisco 48.06 -.25 -4.9
Citigroup 55.05 -.66 +7.0
Clarivate 7.07 -.31 -23.7
CleanSp 18.08 -2.81 +63.9
ClevCliffs 20.30 -.41 -.6
ClovrHlth .86 -.04 -9.6
CocaCola 60.40 +.06 +2.5
Coeur 2.45 -.08 -24.8
Coinbase 200.80 +1.58 +15.5

ColgPalm 86.81 +.40 +8.9
Comcast 42.15 -.12 -3.2
Compass 3.83 +.41 +1.9
Connexa rs .25 +.02 +25.1
ConocoPhil 112.04 +.43 -3.5
ConEd 86.65 -.23 -4.7
ConstEnrg 170.83 +15.07 +46.1
CoreSci n 3.83 +.14 +11.3
Corning 32.09 -.06 +5.4
Coterra 25.54 -.44 +.1
Coupang 18.24 +1.35 +12.7
CrescPtE g 7.15 +.01 +3.2
CrownHold 75.12 -2.37 -18.4
CytomX 2.54 +.29 +63.9

D-E-F
DWavQnt 1.99 +.11 +126.1
Darden 170.45 +.92 +3.7
Deere 364.81 +4.15 -8.8
Dell C 93.25 +1.69 +21.9
DeltaAir 42.01 +.03 +4.4
DenisnM g 1.80 -.07 +1.7
DevonE 44.03 -.29 -2.8
DineEquity 46.50 +.33 -6.3
Disney 110.80 +1.38 +22.7
DomEngy 48.35 +.56 +2.9
DraftKin 42.33 +.85 +20.1
DuPont 69.63 +.41 -9.5
DukeEngy 90.74 -.11 -6.5
DutchBr 28.70 -1.03 -9.4
eBay 47.89 +3.50 +9.8
EOG Rescs 114.17 +.23 -5.6
EQT Corp 36.58 +.06 -5.4
EastChem 86.49 +.34 -3.7
EditasM 11.07 +2.21 +9.3
ElectArts 140.08 +.58 +2.4
EliLilly 757.64 -7.36 +30.0
Elme Cmt 12.86 -.09 -11.9
Enbridge 34.38 -.11 -4.6
EndeaGp 23.50 -.94 -1.0
EgyTrnsfr 14.53 -.16 +5.3
Entergy 100.57 -.20 -.6
Equifax 267.31 -1.02 +8.1
Ericsson 5.42 -.09 -14.0
Esperion 2.57 -.33 -14.0
EssentUtil 34.81 +.02 -6.8
Eventbr 5.80 -2.52 -30.6
EversrceE 58.61 -.66 -5.0
Exelon 35.80 -.41 -.3
Expedia h 135.53 -.71 -10.7
ExtrmNet 12.66 +.11 -28.2
ExxonMbl 104.32 +.29 +4.3
FNBCp PA 13.31 -.35 -3.3
FardyFut rs .06 -.02 -72.7
FedExCp 244.37 +2.97 -3.4
FifthThird 33.58 -.39 -2.6
FstCwlth 12.84 -.21 -16.8
FstHorizon 14.05 -.08 -.8
FMajSilv g 4.43 -.16 -28.0

FstSolar 149.25 +4.26 -13.4
FirstEngy 36.84 -.03 +.5
Fiserv 147.95 -2.70 +11.4
Five9 60.66 -.43 -22.9
FlrtyPfdOp 8.22 +.00 +3.3
Flex Ltd 27.89 +.09 +25.9
Flywire 28.85 +4.33 +24.6
FordM 12.30 +.30 +.9
FrptMcM 37.41 -.75 -12.1
FrghtCar lf 3.01 +.02 +11.5
FDelMnt 23.64 +.36 -9.9
FriedmInd 18.25 -.45 +18.0
fuboTV 2.04 +.04 -35.8
FuelCell 1.22 -.02 -23.8
FullTrck 6.55 -.12 -6.6

G-H-I
Gaotu Tch 7.64 -.12 +111.0
Gap 19.24 -.46 -7.3
GenDynam 274.31 +.61 +5.6
GenElec 155.61 +1.62 +21.9
GenMotors 40.63 +.45 +13.1
GeronCp 1.95 -.12 -7.6
Gevo .87 -.04 -25.3
Gibraltar 77.21 -.92 -2.2
GinkgoBi 1.52 -.01 -10.1
Globalstar 1.45 -.29 -25.3
GlbeLife 128.40 +.20 +5.5
Goodyear 11.80 -.08 -17.6
GrabHl A 3.08 -.07 -8.6
GrnGiant h .04 -.00 -30.8
HP Inc 28.72 -.11 -4.6
Hallibrtn 34.95 -.01 -3.3
HanJS 10.76 -.01 -1.1
Hanesbds 5.23 +.09 +17.3
HarleyD 36.40 +.22 -1.2
HarmonyG 5.51 -.02 -10.4
HlthpeakPr 16.55 +.31 -16.4
HeclaM 3.42 -.16 -28.9
HelixEn 9.05 -.06 -12.0
Hershey 186.21 -.96 -.1
HP Ent 14.86 -.03 -12.5
HimnsHrs 13.33 -.10 +49.8
HiveDigit 4.00 -.33 -11.7
HomeDp 377.61 +2.05 +9.0
Honda 35.37 +.12 +14.4
HonwllIntl 197.57 -.61 -5.8
HostHotls 20.63 +.40 +6.0
HuntBncsh 12.90 -.12 +1.4
Hut8Min 8.73 -.56 -34.6
IAMGld g 2.57 -.14 +1.6
IQIYI 3.67 ... -24.8
Incannex rs 6.27 +2.05 +35.1
Infobird 1.01 -.28 -23.3
InnovizTc 1.61 -.07 -36.4
Insteel 35.60 -.36 -7.0
IntgrlAdSi 10.01 -7.09 -30.4
Intel 41.99 -.74 -16.4
InterDig 106.65 -.82 -1.7

IBM 185.30 +.43 +13.3
IntPap 34.62 +.42 -4.2
IntuitMch A 5.88 -.83 +130.1
IonisPhm 46.54 -.87 -8.0
IovanceTh 17.43 -.04 +114.4
IrisEnrgy 6.05 -.72 -15.4

J-K-L
JPMorgCh 184.38 +.93 +8.4
JaguaH .06 ... -61.6
JanuxThr 46.60 -3.16 +334.2
JetBlue 6.42 -.11 +15.7
JohnJn 161.55 +.57 +3.1
KaiserAlu 70.28 -.54 -1.3
Kellanova 56.11 +.48 +.4
Kennamtl 24.83 +.08 -3.7
Kenvue n 19.14 +.22 -11.1
KeurDrPep 30.03 +.53 -9.9
Keycorp 13.92 -.22 -3.3
KimbClk 121.23 +.04 -.2
KindMorg 17.15 -.02 -2.8
Kinross g 4.78 -.08 -21.0
KosmosEn 6.04 +.08 -10.0
Kroger 48.53 +.16 +6.2
LamarAdv 108.59 -.84 +2.2
Landstar 190.96 -3.79 -.4
LexiPhm 2.61 -.01 +70.6
LbtyASE 6.72 ... +5.3
LbtyASG 5.39 -.03 +2.1
LifeStnc 8.71 +2.01 +11.2
LghtWndr 97.45 +.85 +18.7
Lowes 238.80 +3.41 +7.3
LucidGrp 3.23 +.06 -23.3
LumenTch 1.61 +.07 -12.0
LuminrTc A 2.38 -.12 -29.4
Lyft Inc 15.69 -.97 +4.7

M-N-0
Macys 18.41 -1.54 -8.5
MannKd 3.92 +.14 +7.7
Manulife g 23.74 -.36 +7.4
Maplebear n 31.22 -.34 +33.0
MarathDig 31.03 +.72 +32.1
MarathnO 24.12 -.17 -.2
Marqeta 7.33 +.21 +5.0
MarIntA 248.99 -.04 +10.4
MarriotVac 94.43 +.87 +11.2
MarvellTch 67.54 -1.59 +12.0
Match 35.91 -1.41 -1.6
Mattel 19.66 +.05 +4.1
MatthInt 28.75 -.39 -21.6
McCorm 67.73 -.11 -1.0
McDnlds 295.19 +1.43 -.4
MedProp 4.17 ... -15.1
Merck 128.19 -.84 +17.6
Meta Plt 484.02 -3.03 +36.7
MetLife 69.34 +.18 +4.9
MicCloud rs 10.10 +.67 +184.5
MicronT 89.71 -2.14 +5.1

Microsoft 407.72 +.24 +8.4
Mondelez 73.19 +.06 +1.0
MonstrBv s 55.85 -.26 -3.1
MorgStan 86.05 +.56 -7.7
Mosaic 30.89 -.33 -13.5
Movella .40 +.15 -33.9
NVR 7584.99 +41.88 +8.4
Nabors 78.10 -1.16 -4.3
NanoX 11.83 +.22 +85.7
Nasdaq 56.32 -.05 -3.1
NatFuGas 48.70 -.30 -2.9
NatRsPt 90.96 +.58 -1.7
NautRobot .35 +.04 -48.4
Nerdy A 2.49 -.56 -27.4
NwGold g 1.19 +.06 -18.5
NY CmtyB 4.54 -.15 -55.6
NY Times 43.79 -.05 -10.4
NewellBr 7.30 +.01 -15.9
NewmntCp 29.87 +.01 -27.8
NextEraEn 55.04 -.52 -9.4
NiSource 25.85 -.17 -2.6
NikeB 104.35 -.80 -3.9
Nikola .77 +.01 -12.2
NokiaCp 3.56 -.01 +4.1
Nordstrm 21.32 -.37 +15.6
NorflkSo 253.55 +1.07 +7.3
NorthropG 458.95 +.59 -2.0
NwstBcsh 11.29 -.10 -9.5
NorwCruis 18.70 -.39 -6.7
Novavx 4.41 -1.61 -8.1
Nu Hldg 11.07 -.07 +32.9
NustarEn 23.38 -.41 +25.2
Nvidia 776.63 -10.38 +56.8
OcciPet 60.26 -.34 +.9
Ocugen .94 -.05 +63.7
Okta 87.30 +.39 -3.6
Olin 52.67 +.44 -2.4
ONEOK 74.37 ... +5.9
OpendrTc 3.03 -.08 -32.4
OpkoHlth .99 -.06 -34.7
Oracle 111.68 +.30 +5.9
Ovintv g 47.85 +1.79 +8.9

P-Q-R
PennEnt 18.00 +.37 -30.8
PG&E Cp 16.59 ... -8.0
PNC 145.69 -.26 -5.9
PPG 140.48 -.43 -6.1
PPL Corp 26.24 -.19 -3.2
PTC Inc 184.29 +1.93 +5.3
PacBiosci 5.57 -.05 -43.2
Pagay A 1.41 -.09 +2.2
Palantir 24.42 -.11 +42.2
PaloAlt 316.15 +1.40 +7.2
Paramnt B 11.06 -.19 -25.2
Patterson 26.74 -2.10 -6.0
Payoneer 4.47 -1.09 -14.2
PayPal 60.25 +.09 -1.9
PelotnIntr 4.64 -.06 -23.8

PepsiCo 167.03 -1.13 -1.7
PermRes 15.52 +.31 +14.1
Perrigo 26.41 -.89 -17.9
Pfizer 27.04 +.15 -6.1
PhilipMor 90.42 +.24 -3.9
PhilipsNV 19.89 -.28 -14.7
PhysRltTr 11.14 +.21 -14.8
PimcMu3 7.50 +.03 +1.5
Pineapple .07 ... -88.5
Pinterest 36.12 +.04 -2.5
PitnyBw 3.86 +.02 -12.3
PlugPowr h 3.43 -.12 -23.8
PolstrAutA 1.83 +.34 -19.0
PrestoAut .40 -.17 -25.2
PriceTR 112.35 +1.49 +4.3
ProctGam 160.05 +.75 +9.2
ProgsvCp 192.03 -.15 +20.6
PrudentFin 108.01 +.34 +4.1
Prud UK 20.21 -.58 -10.0
PureStrg 42.12 +.64 +18.1
PPrIT 3.56 +.01 -.3
Qualcom 155.85 -1.65 +7.8
QuratRet A 1.48 +.08 +68.9
RPM 114.20 +1.43 +2.3
RJames 120.43 +.72 +8.0
RaythTch 89.92 -.50 +6.9
RltyInco 52.02 -.29 -9.4
RecrsPhA 12.94 -2.58 +31.2
Redfin 7.00 -.16 -32.2
Regetti 2.01 +.18 +104.1
RegionsFn 18.57 -.01 -4.2
RepubSvc 185.95 +1.43 +12.8
Revolve 21.35 +3.86 +28.8
Revvity 107.35 +1.72 -1.8
RioTinto 63.96 -1.02 -14.1
RiotBlck 15.65 -1.15 +1.2
RiviaAu A 11.30 +.16 -51.8
Robnhd A 16.13 -.12 +26.6
RocktLab A 4.59 -.12 -17.0
RockwlAut 286.41 +5.44 -7.8
Roku 63.71 -.12 -30.5
Roblox 40.16 -.67 -12.2
Ryder 112.78 +.93 -2.0

S-T-U
S&T Bcp 30.66 -.26 -8.3
SMX Sc A rs .22 -.13 -69.3
SSR Mng g 4.29 -.37 -60.1
Salesforce 299.77 +.27 +13.9
Schlmbrg 48.16 -.30 -7.5
Schwab 65.65 +.30 -4.6
Scotts 63.02 +2.16 -1.1
Sea Ltd 47.75 +1.02 +17.9
SeaStarMd .65 -.12 +47.4
SentinOne 28.22 -.28 +2.8
SvcPropTr 7.64 +.17 -10.5
Shell plc 62.58 -.82 -4.9
Shrwin 329.68 +1.96 +5.7
ShoalsTcA 15.39 ... -1.0

Shopify 75.56 -1.07 -3.0
SimonProp 149.86 +.16 +5.1
SiriusXM 4.43 -.26 -19.0
Smucker 121.83 -.81 -3.6
SnapInc A 11.00 +.10 -35.0
SnapOn 275.19 +1.43 -4.7
Snowflake 230.00 -4.03 +15.6
SoFiTech 8.86 -.29 -11.0
SoteraHlth 14.96 -2.39 -11.2
SouthnCo 66.81 +.35 -4.7
SwstAirl 34.47 -.05 +19.4
SwstnEngy 6.91 +.05 +5.5
Square 78.42 +.71 +1.4
StanBlkDk 87.97 -.53 -10.3
Starbucks 93.00 -1.13 -3.1
Stellantis 26.18 +.02 +12.3
Stem Inc 2.73 +.17 -29.6
SummW .04 -.00 -65.8
SunnovEn 6.53 -.52 -57.2
Sunrun 11.80 -.08 -39.9
SupMicC 816.54 -34.57 +187.3
SwisHelv 7.88 -.03 -3.9
TG Thera 17.63 +3.72 +3.2
TJX 101.10 +.58 +7.8
Target 151.44 -.55 +6.3
TayshaGn 2.64 +.19 +49.2
Tegna 13.53 -.17 -11.6
Teladoc 15.09 -.07 -30.0
Tellurian .74 -.01 -2.1
TeraWulf 2.10 -.20 -12.5
Tesla 202.04 +2.31 -18.7
TetraTech 4.08 +.23 -9.7
TexInst 163.04 -1.90 -4.4
3D Sys 4.02 -1.21 -36.7
3M Co 91.46 -.84 -16.3
TilrayBr 1.75 -.06 -23.9
Toast A 22.66 +.54 +24.1
TollBros 112.17 +.85 +9.1
Toyota 237.29 -.75 +29.4
TractSupp 252.60 +1.40 +17.5
TransDigm 1172.00 -2.22 +15.9
Transocn 4.78 -.05 -24.7
TriContl 29.58 +.06 +2.6
Trinity 24.40 -.18 -8.2
TruistFn 34.81 -.07 -5.7
Tuppwre 1.27 -.03 -36.5
23andMe .62 -.05 -32.7
Twilio 59.75 +1.99 -21.2
Tyson 53.89 -.24 +.3
U Power n .07 -.00 -61.4
Uber Tch 77.73 -1.02 +26.2
UiPath 23.36 -.32 -6.0
UndrArm 9.00 +.11 +2.4
UnionPac 253.99 +2.00 +3.4
Unisys 5.28 -.35 -6.0
UtdAirlHl 44.76 -.14 +8.5
UBSI 34.07 -.34 -9.3
UPS B 147.77 -.50 -6.0

US Bancrp 41.22 -.15 -4.8
USSteel 47.51 +.13 -2.3
UtdhlthGp 498.28 -15.14 -5.4
UntySftw 29.29 -1.73 -28.4
UpstarHld 25.52 -.70 -37.5
UraniumEn 6.36 -.30 -.6
UrbanOut 41.15 -6.03 +15.3

V-W-X-Y-Z

VF Corp 16.17 +.10 -14.0
VICI Pr 29.56 +.17 -7.3
ValeroE 139.21 -3.77 +7.1
VlyNBcp 8.00 -.22 -26.3
Ventyx 7.77 +1.72 +214.6
Veradigm 6.81 -.79 -35.1
VerizonCm 40.10 +.17 +6.4
VertexEn 1.28 -.41 -62.4
VertivHl 66.10 -.17 +37.6
Viatris 12.29 -.94 +13.5
Viavi 9.43 -.20 -6.4
VikingTh 94.50 +9.45 +407.8
VirgnGal 1.75 -.15 -28.6
VistraEn 53.02 +2.04 +37.6
VivaniMed 3.74 +2.73 +266.7
Vodafone 8.67 -.11 -.3
Volcon rs 1.21 +.34 -72.8
WEC Engy 77.20 -.26 -8.3
WW Intl 3.82 +.17 -56.4
WalMart s 59.62 +.03 ...
WalgBoots 21.16 -.47 -19.0
WBroDis A 8.71 +.01 -23.5
WsteMInc 207.26 -.52 +15.7
WearDevi h .52 +.07 +51.2
WellsFargo 54.72 -.09 +11.2
Wendys Co 18.45 +.34 -5.3
Wesco Intl 146.04 +1.69 -16.0
Whrlpl 107.63 -.19 -11.6
WmsCos 35.26 +.22 +1.2
WmsSon 232.74 -.70 +15.3
Winnbgo 70.67 -.48 -3.0
Workhrs rs .34 ... -6.9
XP Inc 23.72 -.89 -9.0
XcelEngy 57.67 -.61 -6.8
XeroxHld 18.76 -.04 +2.3
Xpeng 8.73 -.65 -40.2
YumBrnds 138.60 +1.56 +6.1
Yum China 43.75 +1.23 +3.1
ZimmerBio 124.13 -2.24 +2.0
ZoomVid 69.62 +1.45 -3.2
ZyVersa rs 1.00 -.09 +11.1

Market Summary

NYSE Most Active

Dow Industrials 38,949.02 -23.39 -.06
Dow Transportation 15,706.21 -90.67 -.57
Dow Utilities 841.37 -.99 -.12
NYSE Composite 17,573.69 -24.62 -.14
NYSE American 4,470.80 -40.43 -.90
Nasdaq Composite 15,947.74 -87.56 -.55
S&P 500 5,069.76 -8.42 -.17
Wilshire 5000 51,052.86 -98.21 -.19
Russell 2000 2,040.31 -15.80 -.77

FordM 514039 12.30 +2.5
Palantir 470227 24.42 -.4
Petrobras 405352 16.72 -5.5
BkofAm 394714 34.31 +.1
Coupang 338518 18.24 +8.0
AT&T Inc 335190 16.96 +.8
Pfizer 309579 27.04 +.6
Nu Hldg 287429 11.07 -.6
Carnival 276143 15.47 -2.8
NorwCruis 220179 18.70 -2.0

INDEX                         LAST        CHG.  %CHG.

Advanced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,036
Declined . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,281
Unchanged  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66
Total issues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,383
New Highs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150
New Lows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34
Volume . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,541,572,017

NAME               VOL (00s)          LAST        CHG

Nasdaq Most Active

MarathDig 1741528 31.03 +2.4
Tesla 993978 202.04 +1.2
Veradigm 818879 6.81 -10.4
CleanSp 735250 18.08 -13.5
RiotBlck 598744 15.65 -6.8
RiviaAu A 494679 11.30 +1.4
Apple Inc s 488476 181.42 -.7
BeyondMt 445904 9.83 +30.7
SoFiTech 418062 8.86 -3.2
Nvidia 390728 776.63 -1.3

Advanced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,245
Declined . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,255
Unchanged  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244
Total issues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,744
New Highs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151
New Lows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85
Volume . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,183,019,253

A-B-C
ACM Rsc 30.68 +8.89 +57.0
ADT Inc 7.19 +.66 +5.4
AES Corp 15.06 -.04 -21.8
AFLAC 80.56 +.35 -2.4
AGNC Inv 9.39 -.06 -4.3
AMC Ent rs 4.99 +.18 -18.5
AT&T Inc 16.96 +.13 +1.1
AbbottLab 120.05 +.65 +9.1
AberFitc 126.00 +.22 +42.8
Absci 4.69 -.23 +11.7
AdialPh rs 1.62 +.75 -12.9
AdvAuto 66.42 +1.67 +8.8
AMD 176.54 -1.46 +19.8
AffirmHld 37.50 -1.80 -23.7
Agenus .75 -.03 -9.3
Agilent 137.01 +4.46 -1.5
Agiliti 9.87 -.01 +24.6
agilon 6.36 -.12 -49.3
Agnico g 48.02 -.18 -12.5
AirProd 232.41 +.68 -15.1
Alcoa Cp 26.32 -.38 -22.6
Alight 9.19 -.06 +7.7
AlliantEg s 47.56 -.26 -7.3
Allstate 160.59 +1.05 +14.7
Alphabt C 137.43 -2.67 -2.5
Alphabt A 136.38 -2.50 -2.4
Altice 2.99 +.03 -8.0
Altimm 13.28 -.53 +18.0
Altria 40.99 +.09 +1.6
Amazon 173.16 -.38 +14.0
Amcor 8.87 -.08 -8.0
AmAirlines 15.46 -.08 +12.5
AEP 83.32 -.75 +2.6
AmExp 218.03 +.05 +16.4
AHm4Rent 36.19 +.02 +.6
AmTower 193.76 +7.08 -10.2
AmercldR 24.99 +.05 -17.4
Ameriprise 410.64 +1.93 +8.1
AmrSvFin 2.75 +.10 -15.0
Amgen 277.46 -1.03 -3.7
Ansys 333.09 -2.68 -8.2
Apple Inc s 181.42 -1.21 -5.8
ApldMatl 197.54 -5.32 +21.9
AppliedT 7.40 +1.82 +120.9
ArcdLith n 5.15 +.32 -24.4
ArcelorM 26.04 -.36 -8.3
ArchrAvi 4.72 -.08 -23.1
Arm Hldg n 133.86 -4.09 +78.1
ArrayTch lf 14.10 +.46 -16.1
Ashland 93.83 +.58 +11.3
AstraZen 65.35 -.98 -3.0
AuroraInn A 2.61 -.13 -40.3
AvidXch 12.69 +.55 +2.4
AvisBudg 107.93 +.91 -39.1
B2gold g 2.34 -.06 -25.9
BP PLC 34.96 -.46 -1.2

Offers Low-Impact Exercise Classes for Seniors

CALL 814-535-8634  •  www.cambriacenters.com

Senior Activities Centers of Cambria County

Center Hours 
Mainline      8am - 2pm
East Hills   8am - 2pm
Ebensburg  8am - 2pm
Johnstown  8am - 4pm
Northern Cambria 7:30am - 3:30pm
Patton        8am - 2pm
Portage     8am - 2pm
Forest Hill   8am - 2pm
Nanty Glo   Tues/Wed/Thurs: 10am - 2pm

Daily Grab & Go 
Meals Available
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AN ECLECTIC

MIX OF

ANTIQUES &

UNIQUE GIFTS!

Hours:
Tuesday - Friday: 10am - 5:30pm

Saturday: 10am - 3pm

WE ARE CURRENTLY HIRING ADDITIONAL LABORERS AND 
BURNERS AT OUR KITTANNING LOCATION. APPLY ASAP.

NEED MONEY? SELL YOUR METALS!

KITTANNING HOURS (#0078) - MON-FRI 7:30AM-3:30PM • SAT. 7:30AM-11:30AM
CLARION HOURS (#0077) - MON-FRI 7:30AM-3:30PM • SAT. 7:30AM-11:30AM

INDIANA HOURS - MON-FRI 8:00AM-4:30PM • SAT. 8:00AM-11:30AM

FOR FREE TILTBED SERVICE ON VEHICLES

PRICES ARE PER POUND

PRICES ARE PER HUNDRED • WEIGHT (CWT)

Prices subject to change and may differ per location
PRICES LISTED ARE FOR KITTANNING YARD ONLY - 

Please Call Other Locations for their Pricing!

• KITTANNING 724-543-1052 •
593 Tarrtown Rd., Kittanning, PA 16201

• CLARION 814-379-3217 •
22220 Route 322 Rd., Corisca, PA 15829

• INDIANA 724-465-4381 •
2001 Lucerne Rd., Homer City, PA 15748

Visit pjgrecoktg.com or Call:

CATALYTIC CONVERTERS ...................................... $5.00-$1,000 

Drums & Rotors ...................................................................$15.50
Prepared Plate & Structural ................................................$14.00
#1 Prepared Steel/Cast ........................................................$13.50
#1 Unprepared Steel/Cast ...................................................$12.50
Sheet Iron/Shredder ............................................................$11.50
Dirty Motor Blocks ...............................................................$12.00
Mixed Misc ...........................................................................$12.50
#1 Pressing ..........................................................................$13.50

#1 Heavy Copper .............$3.20
#2 Heavy Copper .............$3.00
Red Brass .........................$2.00
Yellow Brass ....................$1.90
Batteries ........................... $0.11
Electric Motors .................$0.15
Heater Cores ....................$0.85  

Copper/Alum. Cores ........$1.20
Aluminum Cans ...............$0.55
Aluminum Scrap/Siding ..$0.50
Aluminum Wheels ...........$0.75
Cast Aluminum ................$0.40
Stainless Steel .................$0.35

WHOLE CARS $12.00 /100LB

CALL
724-868-2534

WE ARE NOW SELLING USED PIPE, PLATE AND I-BEAMS
INDIANA LOCATION SELLS NEW STEEL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS 
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 

The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:

In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County 

Boyce Campus – Auditorium 
595 Beatty Rd  
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396 
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College 

Main Campus – Founders Hall 

107 College Drive 
Butler, PA 16002 
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:

Thursday, March 7, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

•  You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

•  You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

•  You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

•  Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number: 
866.566.0649

Passcode: 
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input 

hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 

on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do 
not pre-register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 

Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 

(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include 
following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2)  the date and time of the public input 

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3)  a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5)  if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, 

March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions? 
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.

2/19/24   1:55 PM
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media companies and 
greater online safety for 
kids.

Nationally, 77% of  U.S. 
schools say they prohib-
it cellphones at school 
for non-academic use, 
according to the Nation-
al Center for Education 
Statistics.

But that number is 
misleading. It does not 
mean students are fol-
lowing those bans or all 
those schools are enforc-
ing them.

Just ask teachers.
“Cellphone use is out 

of  control. By that, I 
mean that I cannot con-
trol it, even in my own 
classroom,” said Patrick 
Truman, who teaches 
at a Maryland high 
school that forbids stu-
dent use of  cellphones 
during class. It is up to 
each teacher to enforce 
the policy, so Truman 
bought a 36-slot caddy 
for storing student 
phones. Still, every day, 
students hide phones 
in their laps or under 
books as they play video 
games and check social 
media.

Tired of  being the 
phone police, he has 
come to a reluctant con-
clusion: “Students who 
are on their phones are 
at least quiet. They are 
not a behavior issue.”

A study last year 
from Common Sense 
Media found that 97% 
of  kids use their phones 
during school hours, 
and that kids say school 
cellphone policies vary 
— often from one class-
room to another — and 
aren’t always enforced.

For a school cellphone 
ban to work, educators 
and experts say the 
school administration 
must be the one to 
enforce it and not leave 
that task to teachers. 
The Phone-Free Schools 
Movement, an advocacy 
group formed last year 

by concerned mothers, 
says policies that allow 
students to keep phones 
in their backpacks, as 
many schools do, are 
ineffective.

“If  the bookbag is 
on the floor next to 
them, it’s buzzing and 
distracting, and they 
have the temptation 
to want to check it,” 
said Kim Whitman, a 
co-founder of  the group, 
which advises schools 
to require phones be 
turned off  and locked 
away all day.

Some students say 
such policies take away 
their autonomy and cut 
off  their main mode of  
communication with 
family and friends. 
Pushback also has come 
from parents who fear 
being cut off  from their 
kids if  there is a school 
emergency. Whitman 
advises schools to make 
exceptions for students 
with special education-
al and medical needs, 
and to inform parents 
on expert guidance 
that phones can be a 
dangerous distraction 

for students during an 
emergency.

Jaden Willoughey, 
14, shares the concern 
about being out of  con-
tact with his parents if  
there’s a crisis. But he 
also sees the upsides of  
turning in his phone at 
school.

At Delta High School 
in rural Utah, where 
Jaden is a freshman, 
students are required 
to check their phones at 
the door when entering 
every class. Each of  the 
school’s 30 or so class-
rooms has a cellphone 
storage unit that looks 
like an over-the-door 
shoe bag with three 
dozen smartphone-sized 
slots.

“It helps you focus on 
your work, and it’s eas-
ier to pay attention in 
class,” Jaden said.

A classmate, Macken-
zie Stanworth, 14, said it 
would be hard to ignore 
her phone if  it was with-
in reach. It’s a relief, she 
said, to “take a break 
from the screen and the 
social life on your phone 
and actually talk to peo-

ple in person.”
It took a few years 

to tweak the cellphone 
policy and find a sys-
tem that worked, said 
Jared Christensen, the 
school’s vice principal.

“At first it was a bat-
tle. But it has been so 
worth it,” he said. “Stu-
dents are more attentive 
and engaged during 
class time. Teachers are 
able to teach without 
competing with cell-
phones. And student 
learning has increased,” 
he said, citing test 
scores that are at or 
above state averages for 
the first time in years. “I 
can’t definitively say it’s 
because of  this policy. 
But I know it’s helping.”

The next battle will 
be against earbuds 
and smartwatches, he 
said. Even with phones 
stashed in pouches, stu-
dents get caught listen-
ing to music on air pods 
hidden under their hair 
or hoodies. “We haven’t 
included earbuds in our 
policy yet. But we’re 
almost there.”

PHONES: Despite rules, kids are using devices in class
FROM A7

AP
A ninth-grader places her cell phone in to a phone holder as she enters class at Delta 
High School in Delta, Utah. At the rural Utah school, there is a strict policy requiring 
students to check their phones at the door when entering every class. 

their professions.
“This conference 

provides valuable 
information on beauty 
tips, wardrobe updates, 
health and healing pro-
grams and products 
for all ages. This event 
is power packed with 
information that will 
not only inspire you but 
will help you reach your 
goals,” stated Gayle 
Young, executive direc-
tor, United Way of  Law-
rence County.

Various women-owned 
vendors will create a 
marketplace of  cus-
tom-made items from 
our area. Businesses 
in attendance include: 
Amazing Grace Collec-
tion, Angelus Thera-
peutic Services, Candy 
Young, Hoshi Fish Inc., 
Pretty Much Jewelry 
by Susan Cole, Produc-
tivity Uncorked LLC, 
Silk Road Market, Steel 
Magnolia by LV, Conner-
ly’s Custom Cleaners, 
Cookies and Candies by 
Christy and Locke and 
Key Boutique.

The cost is $25 per 
person, which includes 

light breakfast, buffet 
lunch and $10 voucher 
to purchase items from 
participating wom-
en-owned businesses 
at the event. Register 
at www.uwlawcty.
org/upcoming-events/

lawrence-county-wom-
ens-conference/. Check 
for updates at http:/
facebook.com/lawrence-
countywomensconfer-
ence or by contacting 
the United Way at (724) 
658-8528.

WOMEN: Annual event set for March 9
FROM A7

C O N C E R T  C A L E N D A R 
Ready to get back in 

the audience?
Here are some 

upcoming concerts 
coming to Pittsburgh, 
Cleveland, Youngstown 
and more.
• MARCH 1: Kashus Cul-

pepper, Thunderbird Cafe, 
Pittsburgh

• MARCH 2: St. Paul & the 
Broken Bones, The Roxian, 
McKees Rocks

• MARCH 2: The Ruckus 
Bros., Thunderbird Cafe, 
Pittsburgh

• MARCH 2: Blonde Red-
head, Mr. Smalls, Millvale

• MARCH 3: Sam Hunt, 
Covelli Center, Youngstown

• MARCH 5: Tanner Usrey, 
Thunderbird Cafe, Pitts-
burgh

• MARCH 7: Bryce Vine, The 
Roxian, McKees Rocks

• MARCH 8: Lauren Daigle, 
PPG Paints Arena, Pitts-
burgh

• MARCH 9: Zach Bryan, 
PPG Paints Arena, Pitts-
burgh

• MARCH 9: Jason Isbell 
and the 400 Unit, Bene-
dum Center, Pittsburgh

• MARCH 9: The Disco Bis-
cuits, Stage AE, Pittsburgh

• MARCH 11: JP Saxe, Mr. 
Smalls, Millvale

• MARCH 13: Marc Brous-
sard, Thunderbird Cafe, 
Pittsburgh

• MARCH 14: Circles Around 
The Sun, Thunderbird Cafe, 
Pittsburgh

• MARCH 15: Bryan Adams, 
PPG Paints Arena, Pitts-
burgh

• MARCH 15: Arm’s Length, 
Thunderbird Cafe, Pitts-
burgh

• MARCH 16: Blue October, 
The Roxian, McKees Rocks

• MARCH 16: Waterparks, 
Stage AE, Pittsburgh

• MARCH 16: Donnie Iris 
and The Cruisers, The Vin-
dys, UPMC Events Center, 
Robert Morris University

• MARCH 16: Beach Weath-
er, Mr. Smalls, Millvale

• MARCH 17: KK’s Priest, 
Stage AE, Pittsburgh

• MARCH 18: Tow’rs, Thun-
derbird Cafe, Pittsburgh

• MARCH 19: Blackberry 
Smoke, The Roxian, McK-
ees Rocks

• MARCH 20: Set It Off, 
The Roxian, McKees Rocks

• MARCH 21: Sam Barber, 
The Roxian, McKees Rocks

• MARCH 22: The Meet-
ing of Important People, 
Thunderbird Cafe, Pitts-
burgh

• MARCH 22: GROUPLOVE, 
The Roxian, McKees Rocks

• MARCH 23: Wheeler 
Walker Jr., The Roxian, 
McKees Rocks

• MARCH 23: Dave Hause, 
Thunderbird Cafe, Pitts-
burgh

• MARCH 23: William 
Black, Stage AE, Pitts-
burgh

• MARCH 24: Mom Jeans, 
Stage AE, Pittsburgh

• MARCH 25: Avenged Sev-
enfold, PPG Paints Arena, 
Pittsburgh

• MARCH 27: Fall Out Boy, 
PPG Paints Arena, Pitts-
burgh

• MARCH 27: Louisiana 
Calling, Thunderbird Cafe, 
Pittsburgh

• MARCH 29: Kane Brown, 
PPG Paints Arena, Pitts-
burgh

• APRIL 1: Jeff Rosenstock, 
Mr. Smalls, Millvale

• APRIL 3: William Fitzsim-
mons, Thunderbird Cafe, 
Pittsburgh

• APRIL 4: Girlschool, Mr. 
Smalls, Millvale

• APRIL 4: Andrea Bocelli, 
PPG Paints Arena, Pitts-
burgh

• APRIL 5: The Slakcers, Mr. 
Smalls, Millvale

• APRIL 8: Mannequin 
Pussy, Thunderbird Cafe, 
Pittsburgh

• APRIL 11: The Motet, 
Thunderbird Cafe, Pitts-
burgh

• APRIL 11: The Koffin Kats 
& The Queers, Mr. Smalls, 
Millvale

• APRIL 13: Brantly Gilbert, 
UPMC Events Center, Rob-
ert Morris University

• APRIL 13: Dustin Lynch, 
Covelli Center, Youngstown

• APRIL 13: Owl City, The 
Roxian, McKees Rocks

• APRIL 15: Sweet Pill, 
Thunderbird Cafe, Pitts-
burgh

• APRIL 16: Smallpools/
Grayscale, Thunderbird 
Cafe, Pittsburgh

724-654-3130
311 Mahoning Ave., New Castle, PA 16102

CHECK OUR ROUTES & SCHEDULES AT NEWCASTLETRANSIT.ORG

Safe, Dependable & Affordable Public Transportation

In Business Since 1943

1006 S. Mill Street, New Castle, PA 16101
724-652-8412

www.cialellaandcarney.com
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Saturday 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m

Flowers
For Weddings, Birthdays, Sympathy 

and just for the smell of it.
“We love what we do!”

Steven Daugherty, Owner/Designer
Jeff Miller, Owner/Consultant/CLC

2716 Mercer Road
New Castle, PA 16105

724-657-1033

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8am to 6pm; Sat. 8am-5pm;
Sun. 8am to 4pm

STOP IN OUR 
CAFE TODAY 

FOR A 
SWEET TREAT!

CHECK OUR 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

FOR DAILY 
CONTENT
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COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Severe 
storms that appear to have spawned a 
rare February tornado outbreak sent 
sleeping Midwesterners scrambling for 
safety and left a trail of damage and 
power outages across four Great Lakes 
states, including the Chicago suburbs, 
ending a spell of summerlike, sometimes 
record temperatures.

At least nine confirmed or suspected 
tornadoes in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan 
and Ohio littered roads with fallen trees 
and branches, shredded homes and barns, 
and scattered debris across city and coun-
tryside alike. No injuries were reported, 
despite the storm’s timing at night.

In Michigan’s Grand Blanc Town-
ship, near Flint, a confirmed tornado — 
only the second on record for February 
in that part of the state — damaged sub-
divisions, uprooted trees and broke gas 
lines in Wednesday’s wee hours. Its 
strength was rated at EF-2, with peak 
winds of 115 mph.

Police and firefighters moved residents 
in an area of gas leaks to a firehouse, and 
they were allowed to return when a utility 
made repairs, authorities said.

“There are still numerous reports of 
wires down in the area,” police said. 
“While there is significant damage to 
houses in the area, no one was hurt.”

More than 100 miles to the southwest, 
a confirmed tornado damaged homes and 
barns and knocked down trees and power 
lines in Calhoun County, near the city of 
Marshall, sheriff’s and weather authori-
ties said.

Warning sirens jolted residents of 
central Ohio awake as a possible tornado 
hit near Columbus.

Carole Essex’s family — husband 
Andy, their infant and a 2-year-old — 
were asleep at their home in Columbus 
as the storm approached. When they be-
came aware of the threat, they ran for 
cover.

“We woke up and went down to the 
basement. We grabbed the kids and went 
down,” Essex, 29, told The Columbus 
Dispatch. “It sounded like our house 
collapsed. I looked at Andy and said, 
‘Oh, my god, we were hit by a tornado.’”

Storms destroyed a hangar and dam-
aged planes at a small airport in Madison 
County, between Dayton and Columbus. 
Toppled trees closed roads in the area 
until the debris could be cleared.

At least five other storms in Ohio were 
confirmed as tornadoes — in Montgom-
ery and Greene counties in southwestern 
Ohio; east of Columbus in Franklin and 
Licking counties; in Hilliard in Franklin 
County; east of London in Madison Coun-
ty and ending just south of West Jeffer-
son; and near Springfield in Clark Coun-
ty. The latter was rated at EF-2 strength.

At one point, more than 50,000 cus-
tomers in Ohio and Michigan lacked 
power Wednesday, according to Power-
Outage.us.

In Geneva, in Chicago’s western sub-
urbs, storms uprooted trees and left some 
homes with broken windows and shorn-
off doors Tuesday evening, Fire Chief 
Mike Antenore said.

Geneva resident Rebecca Harrington 
said the storm “cycloned” into her home 
and collapsed its foyer area.

“The back of my house is sort of 
hanging off,” Harrington told WGN-TV, 
which reported no injuries.

The storms followed unusual warmth 
across much of the region in recent days. 
They were followed Wednesday by a 
return to winter weather, with snow and 
temperatures in the 20s in some areas.

Name:                                                                                    _____________

Address:                                                  _______

Apt./Unit:              ______  City:__________________________________

Phone:                                        ______ # of Shamrocks:                                                             

(Total number appearing March 1st through March 8th)

All entries must be received no later than noon on Monday, March 18th.

*Winner will be determined by a random drawing from all correct entries.
Please, no photo copies of entry form will be accepted.

DO NOT COUNT THE SHAMROCKS IN THIS AD!

IT’S OUR SHAMROCK HUNT!

t

FUN!

Local forecast Extended forecast

Friday: Cloudy 
with showers. 
High 52. Low 41.

Saturday: Partly 
cloudy. Very warm. 
High 63. Low 45.

Monday: Partly 
cloudy. High 68. 
Low 49.

Tuesday: Cloudy 
with showers.  
High 61. Low 38.

Today: Partly 
cloudy. High 
35.

Tonight: Mostly 
clear. Low 24.

Weather Storms leave trail of destruction 
across four Great Lakes states 

A tornado outbreak in February?

No one was injured in a fire 
that broke out at 2897 Lick-
ingville Road in Washington 
Township at about 8:40 p.m. 
Tuesday, according to Marien-
ville state Trooper Justin 
Schmader, and that state police 
fire marshals are conducting 
an investigation into the blaze.

Schmader said he would 
“assume (the structure) is a 
total loss, but I don’t know.”

Upon arrival at the scene, 
according to a state police 
news release, the residence 
was engulfed in flames. 
Schmader also said he does 
not know the origin of the fire.

The investigation is ongo-
ing, the release said.

The scene was cleared at 
about 12:40 a.m., according 
to Clarion County 911.

Volunteer fire departments 
from Washington, Farming-
ton and Pinegrove townships, 
and Shippenville and Tiones-
ta, as well as Knox Area Vol-
unteer Ambulance, respond-
ed, 911 said.

No one injured in 
Clarion County fire

A Franklin woman who 
currently is an inmate at Ve-
nango County Jail is facing 
fraud charges after conspiring 
over the phone to take money 
unauthorized from another in-
dividual’s debit card.

Sugarcreek police, in a 
news release, said they re-
ceived a report that 64-year-
old Lucinda Irwin, through 
a recorded phone conversa-
tion on the jail inmate phone 
system, had conspired with 
someone “to utilize the deb-
it card of a known victim 
without authorization to have 
funds placed on (Irwin’s) in-
mate account.”

Officers obtained debit 
card information and the bank 
records of the holder of the 
debit card, which showed the 
funds had been removed from 

the card holder’s account and 
placed on the inmate account, 
the release said.

Irwin was charged with 
three misdemeanor counts 
of access device fraud, and 
at her preliminary hearing 
on Feb. 21, all charges were 
waived over to court, the re-
lease said.

Irwin has been serving 
time in the jail from a previous 
sentence of similar charges, 
as she had been sentenced in 
November for another mis-
demeanor count of access de-
vice fraud, as well as neglect 
of a care-dependent person, 
which her docket notes was 
the same victim.

Police accuse 
inmate of fraud

An Oil City man who had 
a felony warrant out for his 
arrest was taken into custody 
earlier this month.

Sugarcreek police, in a 
news release, said that while 
on routine patrol on Feb. 22, 
they saw Damian Carter-Deal, 
21, riding as a passenger in a 
motor vehicle at an intersec-
tion on Rocky Grove Avenue.

Police said they knew 
Carter-Deal had an outstand-
ing felony arrest warrant for 
aggravated assault and other 
misdemeanor charges filed 
through Oil City, and they 
therefore conducted a traffic 
stop and arrested Carter-Deal 
without incident.

Carter-Deal was then trans-
ferred to the Oil City Police 
Department, the release said.

Carter-Deal was wanted on 
the assault and other charges af-
ter threatening a woman on Dec. 
23, according to a criminal com-
plaint filed by Oil City police.

Carter-Deal had threatened 
a woman by pointing a rifle in 
her face after kicking in the 
door of her residence in the 
400 block of Central Avenue 
in Oil City, the complaint said.

He then fled the scene on 
East Fourth Street, the com-
plaint said. After officers ar-
rived, they found his vehicle 

and detained him after he was 
ordered to return to his vehicle.

While being transported to 
UPMC Northwest for a mental 
evaluation, Carter-Deal told po-
lice that they would find a fire-
arm in the trunk of his car, and 
upon later executing a search 
warrant, police found a .22-cal-
iber long rifle in the trunk, ac-
cording to the complaint.

The woman Carter-Deal 
had threatened told police that 
Carter-Deal had “demanded 

that she hand over their child,” 
and showed police pictures of 
Carter-Deal’s firearm, which 
also matched the firearm po-
lice later located in the trunk, 
the complaint said.

Carter-Deal is facing a fel-
ony count of aggravated as-
sault and misdemeanor counts 
of terroristic threats, simple 
assault, and recklessly endan-
gering another person.

He was arraigned before 
District Judge Andrew Fish 

on Feb. 22, and is being held 
in Venango County Jail, un-
able to post bail.

His preliminary hearing is 
scheduled at 8:30 a.m. March 
13 before District Judge Pat-
rick Lowrey.

Man accused of assault arrested during traffic stop

Surge pricing 
is not coming 
to Wendy’s

DUBLIN, Ohio (AP) — Wen-
dy’s says that it has no plans to 
increase prices during the busi-
est times at its restaurants.

The burger chain clarified its 
stance on how it will approach 
pricing after media picked up on 
comments by CEO Kirk Tanner 
that the company would test 
features like dynamic pricing 
at restaurants. Companies have 
used  surge pricing, to moder-
ate use by customers during the 
busiest days of the year.
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National

Carlos Osorio/Associated Press
Dearborn Mayor Abdullah Hammoud speaks during an
election night gathering Tuesday in Dearborn, Mich.

By Joey Cappelletti
and Zeke Miller

Associated Press

LANSING, Mich. — The
“uncommitted”  campaign
got enough votes to win two
delegates  in  Michigan’s
Democratic  primary  on
Tuesday,  as  an  effort  orga-
nized  to  protest  President
Joe  Biden’s  support  for  Is-
rael’s war against Hamas in
Gaza  made  its  voice  heard
in the key swing state.

While Mr. Biden won the
state with more than 618,000
votes,  more  than  100,000
Michigan  Democratic  pri-
mary voters cast ballots for
“uncommitted” in the race,
enough to pick up the pair of
delegates  —  one  from  the
6th  District,  centered
around Ann Arbor, and the
other from the 12th District,
which includes Detroit sub-
urbs  with  large  blocs  of
Arab Americans.

The vote totals raise con-
cerns  for  Democrats  in  a
state Mr. Biden won by only
154,000  votes  in  2020.  Mr.
Biden  was  beaten  by  the
“uncommitted” vote in both
Dearborn and Hamtramck,
where  Arab  Americans
make  up  close  to  half  the
population.

Some  local  Democrats
such  as  U.S.  Rep.  Rashida
Tlaib,  the  first  Palestinian
American woman to serve in
Congress, had advocated for
“uncommitted” votes to con-
vey a message to Mr. Biden.
Organizers  of  the  “uncom-
mitted” campaign, who had
purposely  set  expectations
low  with  a  goal  of  at  least
10,000 votes, celebrated Tues-
day’s results as a win.

Mr.  Biden  still  won  115
delegates on Tuesday and is
well on his way to clinching
the  nomination  over  mar-
ginal competition.

“The  president  appreci-
ates the people of Michigan
coming  out  last  night  to
make sure that their voices
were  heard,”  said  White
House  press  secretary
Karine  Jean-Pierre.  “And
he’s  proud to  receive more
than 80% of the Democratic
Party vote.”

She added that Mr. Biden
aides  continue  to  engage
with  the  Arab  American
community.  “We  under-
stand how personal this is,
how this moment is incredi-
bly painful,” she said.

In  2012,  during

BarackObama’s  re-election
bid, the “uncommitted” op-
tion  received  nearly  21,000
votes,  representing  11  per-
centage  points.  The  “un-
committed”  vote  totals  in
both 2016 and 2020 — when
the  Democratic  primaries
were  contested  —  hovered
around  20,000,  which  was
less  than  2  percentage
points.

“Yesterday  was  a  re-
sounding  victory,”  Dear-
born Mayor Abdullah Ham-
moud  said  Wednesday.
“This is not just an Arab or
Muslim  issue  now.  This  is
an American issue now.”

“It’s my hope, Mr. Presi-
dent,  that  you  listen  to  us,
that you choose democracy
over  tyranny,”  said  Mr.
Hammoud.

Unofficial  results  put  the
“uncommitted” total at close
to 13% of the overall vote in
the Democratic primary.

The  uncommitted  del-
egates  from  Michigan  will
be free to vote for whomever
they  choose  at  the  party’s
national convention in Chi-
cago this summer. The peo-
ple  who  will  fill  those  del-
egate  seats  will  be  selected
at  congressional  district
conventions on May 11.

The “uncommitted” tally
is a concern for Mr. Biden,
but is not a “death note” for
his  chances  in  the  pivotal
state  in  November,  said
Richard  Czuba,  a  pollster
who has long-tracked Mich-
igan politics. Mr. Czuba said
the vote would have needed
to be between 20 and 30 per-
centage points to signal sig-
nificant  concerns  for  Mr.
Biden’s  prospects  in  the
state come November.

Tuesday’s  results  also
showed some signs  of  opti-
mism for Mr. Biden, mostly
in  how  weaknesses  in  the
coalition  backing  former
President  Donald  Trump,
his  all-but-certain  rival,  in
his quest for the GOP nomi-
nation.  More  than  320,000
Republicans  voted  for  an-
other candidate in the race,
the majority for former U.N.
Ambassador  Nikki  Haley,
even as Mr. Trump appears
to  be  cruising  toward  re-
nomination.

Mr.  Biden’s  team  be-
lieves they can court many
Haley  voters  to  reject  Mr.
Trump once again — offset-
ting,  at  least  partially,  any
lack  of  enthusiasm  among
the Democratic base.

‘Uncommitted’ campaign
wins 2 Democratic delegates
A victory for Biden’s anti-war opponents

By Darlene Superville
and Will Weissert

Associated Press

Evan Vucci/Associated Press
President Joe Biden departs Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in Bethesda, Md.,
on Wednesday following a physical.

President gets his
annual physical

BETHESDA, Md. — Presi-
dent Joe Biden “continues to
be  fit  for  duty,”  his  doctor
wrote Wednesday after con-
ducting  an  annual  physical
that is being closely watched
as  the  81-year-old  seeks  re-
election in November.

Dr.  Kevin  O’Connor,  Mr.
Biden’s  physician,  wrote
that  the  president  is  adjust-
ing well to a new device that
helps control his sleep apnea
and  has  experienced  some
hip  discomfort  but  also
works  out  five  times  per
week.

“President  Biden  is  a
healthy,  active,  robust,  81-
year-old  male  who  remains
fit  to  successfully  execute
the  duties  of  the  presi-
dency,” Dr. O’Connor said in
a six-page memo on the pres-
ident’s  health,  following  a
physical that took Mr. Biden
to Walter Reed National Mil-
itary  Medical  Center  for
more than 2½ hours.

His memo added that Mr.
Biden  “feels  well  and  this
year’s physical identifies no
new concerns.”

The  oldest  president  in
U.S.  history,  Mr.  Biden
would be 86 by the end of a
second term, should he win
one. His latest physical mir-
rored  one  he  had  in  Febru-
ary  last  year  when  Dr.
O’Connor  described  Mr.
Biden as “healthy, vigorous”
and “fit” to handle his White
House duties.

Still, voters are approach-
ing this year’s election with
misgivings  about  Mr.
Biden’s  age,  having  scruti-
nized  his  gaffes,  his  cough-
ing,  his  slow  walking  and
even a tumble off his bicycle.

After  he  returned  to  the
White House on Wednesday,
Mr. Biden attended an event
on combating crime and sug-
gested that when it came to
his  health  “everything  is
squared away” and “there is
nothing  different  than  last
year.”

He  also  joked  about  his
age  and  people  thinking  “I
look too young.”

Former  President  Donald
Trump,  77,  is  the  favorite  to
lock up the Republican nomi-
nation  later  this  month,
which would bring him closer
to  a  November  rematch
against  Biden.  Mr.  Trump
was 70 when he took office in
2017, which made him the old-
est American president to be
inaugurated  —  until  Mr.
Biden broke his record by be-
ing inaugurated at 78 in 2021.

Dr.  O’Connor’s  report
said  that  Mr.  Biden’s  stiff
walking was no worse than
last year and was the result
of  arthritic  changes  in  his
spine. He said the president
also  noted  “some  increased
left  hip  discomfort.”  There
were no signs of stroke, mul-
tiple  sclerosis,  Parkinson’s
or  other  similar  conditions
in what the report called an
“extremely  detailed  neuro-
logic exam.”

Mr.  Biden,  last  summer,

began  using  a  continuous
positive airway pressure, or
CPAP,  machine  at  night  to
help  with  sleep  apnea,  and
Dr. O’Connor wrote that the
president  had  responded
well to that treatment and is
“diligently compliant” about
using it.

A recent special counsel’s
report  on  the  investigation
into Mr. Biden’s handling of
classified documents repeat-
edly  derided  Mr.  Biden’s
memory,  calling  it  “hazy,”
“fuzzy,” “faulty,” “poor” and
having  “significant  limita-
tions.” It also noted that Mr.
Biden could not recall defin-
ing  milestones  in  his  own
life  such  as  when  his  son
Beau died or when he served
as vice president.

Still,  addressing reporters
the evening of the report’s re-
lease,  Mr.  Biden  said  “my
memory  is  fine”  and  grew
visibly  angry  as  he  denied
forgetting when his son died
of brain cancer in 2015 at the
age of 46.

White  House  press  secre-
tary Karine Jean-Pierre said
that Dr. O’Connor was one of
a team of 20 different medical
specialists  who  helped  com-
plete the physical.

Asked  why  Mr.  Biden
wasn’t  undergoing  a  cogni-
tive test as part of the physi-
cal, Ms. Jean-Pierre said that
Dr.  O’Connor  and  Mr.
Biden’s neurologist “don’t be-
lieve he needs one.”

“He passes a cognitive test
every  day,  every  day  as  he
moves from one topic  to  an-
other  topic,  understanding
the  granular  level  of  these
topics,” Ms. Jean-Pierre said,
noting that Mr. Biden tackled
such  diverse  issues  as  Wed-
nesday’s  crime  prevention
event before his planned trip
to the U.S.-Mexico border on
Thursday  and  next  week’s

State of the Union address.
“This  is  a  very  rigorous

job,” she added.
Many  Americans,  includ-

ing  Democrats,  have  ex-
pressed  reservations  about
Mr.  Biden  seeking  a  second
term  during  this  fall’s  elec-
tion. Only 37% of Democrats
say Mr. Biden should pursue
reelection,  down  from  52%
before the 2022 midterm elec-
tions, according to a poll from
The Associated  Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs Re-
search.

Wednesday’s  report  listed
Mr.  Biden  as  6-foot  tall  and
weighing 178 pounds.

Doctor: Biden still ‘fit for duty’

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS 
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County 
Boyce Campus – Auditorium 
595 Beatty Rd  
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396 
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College 
Main Campus – Founders Hall 
107 College Drive 
Butler, PA 16002 
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

• �You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

• �You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

• �You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

• �Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number: 
866.566.0649

Passcode: 
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input 
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do 
not pre‑register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include 
following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2) �the date and time of the public input 

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3) �a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5) �if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions? 
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.
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Appellate judge refuses to halt Trump’s 
$454 million fraud penalty while he appeals
By Michael R. Sisak 
and Jennifer Peltz
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — A 
New York appellate judge 
on Wednesday refused to 
halt collection of Donald 
Trump’s $454 million civil 
fraud penalty while he 
appeals, leaving the former 
president less than a month 
to pay the staggering sum or 
secure a bond covering the 
full amount he owes.

Judge Anil Singh of the 
state’s mid-level appeals 
court rejected Trump’s offer 
of a $100 million bond, 
though he did give Trump 
leeway that could help him 
secure the necessary bond 
before New York Attorney 
General Letitia James seeks 
to enforce the judgment 
starting March 25.

Singh granted a stay 
pausing part of Judge Arthur 
Engoron’s Feb. 16 verdict 
that barred Trump, his 
company and co-defendants 
from borrowing money 
from New York financial 
institutions. The Republican 
presidential front-runner’s 
lawyers had told the appel-
late court earlier Wednesday 
that the lending ban had 
made it impossible for him 
to secure a bond for the full 
amount.

Trump’s lawyers warned 
he may need to sell some 
properties to cover the 
penalty and would have no 
way of getting them back 
if he is successful in his 
appeal. State lawyers said 
those disclosures suggested 
Trump — who has more 
than a half-billion dollars 
in pending court debt — 
was having trouble coming 
up with enough cash to 
foot the bill. The penalty 
is increasing by nearly 
$112,000 each day because 
of interest and will eclipse 
$455 million on Saturday.

Tr u m p ’s  l a w y e r s 
proposed their smaller bond 
amount in court papers 

asking the appellate court for 
an order preventing James’ 
office from enforcing the 
judgment while his appeal 
plays out. Singh, sitting in 
the Appellate Division of 
the state’s trial court, ruled 
after an emergency hearing 
Wednesday.

Singh’s decision is 
temporary. A five-judge 
appellate panel will consider 
Trump’s request on an expe-
dited basis, with a ruling 
expected in a few weeks. 
State lawyers must submit 
paperwork by March 11. 
Trump’s lawyers have until 
March 18 to respond.

In all, Trump and his 
co-defendants owe more 
than $465 million to the 
state. They have until March 
25 to secure a stay — a legal 
mechanism pausing collec-
tion while he appeals the 
underlying verdict — before 
they are forced to pay the 
penalty or risk having assets 
seized. Posting a bond in the 
full amount would trigger 
an automatic stay.

“The exorbitant and 
punitive amount of the 
judgment coupled with an 
unlawful and unconstitu-
tional blanket prohibition on 
lending transactions would 
make it impossible to secure 
and post a complete bond,” 
Trump lawyers Clifford 
Robert, Alina Habba and 
Michael Farina wrote in 
court papers detailing the 
$100 million bond offer.

James’ office opposed 
Trump’s plan, saying 
his lawyers have all but 
conceded he has “insuffi-
cient liquid assets to satisfy 
the judgment.”

“These are precisely the 
circumstances for which 
a full bond or deposit is 
necessary,” Senior Assistant 
Solicitor General Dennis 
Fan wrote, saying Trump’s 
offer would leave James’ 
office and the state “with 
substantial shortfalls” if the 
verdict is upheld.

“A prevailing plaintiff is 

entitled to have her award 
secured, and defendants 
have never demonstrated 
that Mr. Trump’s liquid 
assets could satisfy the full 
amount of the judgment,” 
Fan wrote.

James, a Democrat, 
has said that she will seek 
to seize some of Trump’s 
assets if he’s unable to pay 
the judgment.

Engoron found that 
Trump, his company and 
top executives, including 
his sons Eric and Donald 
Trump Jr., schemed for 
years to deceive banks and 
insurers by inflating his 
wealth on financial state-
ments used to secure loans 
and make deals.

Paperwork making the 
judgment official was filed 
on Feb. 23. That started a 
30-day window for Trump 
to pay up or file an appeal 
and seek a stay.

Also Wednesday, white 
powder was found in an 
envelope addressed to 
Engoron at his Manhattan 
courthouse.  Officials 
said preliminary testing 
showed it was negative for 
hazardous substances and 
no injuries were reported.

Trump filed his appeal 
on Monday. In their notices 
of appeal, his lawyers said 
they want the appellate court 
to decide whether Engoron 
“committed errors of law 
and/or fact” and whether 
he abused his discretion 
or “acted in excess” of his 
jurisdiction.

Trump wasn’t required 
to pay his penalty or post 
a bond in order to appeal, 
and filing the appeal did not 
automatically halt enforce-
ment of the judgment.

Trump would receive an 
automatic stay if he were 
to put up money, assets or 
an appeal bond covering 
what he owes. He also 
had the option to ask the 
appeals court to grant a 
stay with a bond for a lower 
amount — a gambit rejected 

Wednesday.
Trump’s lawyers argued 

that his vast real estate assets 
and oversight mandated by 
Engoron’s ruling, including 
supervision of his company 
by an independent monitor, 
“would alone be sufficient 
to adequately secure any 
judgment affirmed.”

The $100 million bond, 
they said, “would simply 
serve as further security.”

Trump’s lawyers did 
not ask to pause the moni-
tor’s oversight, but Singh 
did halt some other sanc-
tions affecting the Trump 
Organization, at least 
temporarily.

The appellate judge 
paused Engoron’s two-year 
ban on Eric and Donald 
Trump Jr. holding execu-
tive positions in New York 
corporations, meaning they 
can continue running the 
company. He also paused a 
similar three-year ban that 
applied to Trump, but said 
the company must move 
forward with hiring an inde-
pendent compliance director 
to ensure it follows financial 
reporting obligations and 
rules.

Trump maintains that 
he is worth several billion 
dollars and testified last 
year that he had about $400 
million in cash, in addi-
tion to properties and other 
investments, but his legal 
bills are piling up.

In all, Trump has at least 
$543.4 million in personal 
legal liabilities from 
Engoron’s ruling and two 
other civil court judgments 
in the last year.

In January, a jury ordered 
Trump to pay $83.3 million 
to writer E. Jean Carroll 
for defaming her after she 
accused him in 2019 of 
sexually assaulting her in 
the 1990s. Trump was also 
ordered to pay Carroll $5 
million a jury awarded 
Carroll in a related trial last 
year. He denies the allega-
tions.

The funeral of Russian opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny will be on Friday, spokesperson says
By The Associated Press

The funeral of 
Russian opposi-
tion leader Alexei 
Navalny,  who 

died earlier this month in a 
remote Arctic penal colony, 
will take place Friday in 
Moscow after several loca-
tions declined to host the 
service, his spokesperson 
said.

His funeral will be held 
at a church in Moscow’s 
southeast Maryino district 
on Friday afternoon, Kira 
Yarmysh said Wednesday. 
The burial is to be at a 
nearby cemetery.

Navalny died in mid-
February in one of Russia’s 
harshest penal facilities. 
Russian authorities haven’t 
announced the cause of 
his death at age 47, but 
many Western leaders 
have already blamed it on 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin.

His widow, Yulia 
Navalnaya, accused Putin 
and Moscow Mayor Sergei 
Sobyanin of trying to block 
a public funeral. “We don’t 
want any special treatment 
— just to give people the 
opportunity to say farewell 
to Alexei in a normal way,” 
she wrote on X, previously 
Twitter.

Yarmysh described 
the difficulties his team 
encountered in trying to 
find a site for a funeral, 
saying that most venues 
claimed they were fully 
booked,  with some 
“refusing when we mention 
the surname ‘Navalny,” and 
one disclosing that “funeral 
agencies were forbidden to 
work with us.”

Ivan Zhdanov, the 
director of Navalny’s Anti-

Corruption Foundation, 
said the funeral was initially 
planned for Thursday – the 
day of Putin’s annual state-
of-the-nation address – but 
no venue would agree to 
hold it then.

“The real reason is clear. 
The Kremlin understands 
that nobody will need 
Putin and his message on 
the day we say farewell to 
Alexei,” Zhdanov wrote on 
his messaging app channel.

In an interview with the 
independent Russian news 
site Meduza on Wednesday, 
Zhdanov said authorities 
were pressuring Navalny’s 
relatives to “have a quiet 
family funeral” and 
move the burial to the 
Khovanskoye cemetery on 
Moscow’s southwestern 
outskirts.

“They are again black-
mailing relatives and 
saying: either hold a quiet 
family funeral, or nothing 
will really work out for 
you,” Zhdanov said.

He said Navalny’s 
lawyer, Vasily Dubkov, 
who helped Navalny’s 
mother retrieve her son’s 
body, was briefly detained 
on Tuesday “as some kind 
of suspicious person” when 
he went to visit the morgue, 
where Zhdanov said there 
currently is a strong police 
presence.

Zhadov declined to 
comment on the circum-
stances of Navalny’s death, 
but repeated claims by 
close Navalny associate 
Maria Pevchikh that there 
had been negotiations for a 
possible prisoner exchange 
involving Navalny before 
his death.

The exchange “was at 
the final stage” and would 
have taken place “with the 

mediation of the United 
Arab Emirates and Roman 
Abramovich,” Zhdanov 
said.

Claims about nego-
tiations for a prisoner 
exchange, which were 
repeated on social media 
by other Navalny aides, 
could not be independently 
confirmed.

Shortly after the 
announcement of the 
funeral plans, Navalny’s 
widow addressed European 
lawmakers in Strasbourg.

Speaking a t  the 
European Parliament, she 
confirmed that her husband 
would be buried on Friday 
and expressed fears that the 
police might interfere.

“I’m not sure yet 
whether it will be peaceful 
or whether police will 
arrest those who have 
come to say goodbye to my 
husband,” Navalnaya said.

Appearing tearful at 
some points amid applause 
from lawmakers but largely 
resolute, Navalnaya said her 
husband’s death “showed 
everyone that Putin is 
capable of anything, and 
that you cannot negotiate 
with him.”

She appealed to the 
European Parliament to 
be “innovative” in its 
approach to the Russian 
president and those close 
to him.

“You cannot hurt Putin 
with another resolution or 
another set of sanctions,” 
she said, urging lawmakers 

instead to “apply the 
methods of fighting orga-
nized crime, not political 
competition.”

EPA awards $1 billion to clean 
up toxic waste in third cash 
infusion for Superfund program

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Twenty-five toxic waste 
sites in 15 states are to be 
cleaned up, and ongoing 
work at dozens of others 
will get a funding boost, 
as the Environmental 
Protection Agency on 
Tuesday announced a 
$1 billion infusion to 
the federal Superfund 
program.

The money is the third 
and last installment in 
the $3.5 billion allocated  
under the 2021 infra-
structure law signed by 
President Joe Biden. It will 
help clear a backlog of 
hazardous sites targeted by 
the 44-year-old Superfund 
program.

Long-contaminated 
sites slated for cleanup 
include a former smelting 
plant in East Helena, 
Montana; an old textile 
mill in Greenville, South 
Carolina, and a New 
Jersey beach area blighted 
by lead battery casings and 
other toxic material used 
to build a seawall and jetty 
nearly 60 years ago.

The Raritan Bay 
Superfund site in Old 
Bridge, New Jersey, is one 
of three Superfund sites in 
the state that will receive 
new funding. New Jersey 
is one of several states 
with more than one project 
included in the latest round 
of federal spending. Four 
sites in Pennsylvania, 
including the former 
Valmont Industrial Park 
in West Hazleton, will 
receive funding, as will 
three sites in California 
and two in New York.

In all, projects in 15 
states, plus the U.S. Virgin 
Islands and Puerto Rico, 
will receive federal funds.

The money also will be 
used to speed the cleanup 
of 85 ongoing Superfund 
projects across the United 
States, the EPA said. The 
agency has vowed to clear 
a longtime backlog in the 
Superfund program, which 
was established in 1980 to 
clean up sites contaminated 
with hazardous substances. 
There are more than 1,300 
Superfund sites across the 
country, EPA said.

The program languished 
for years because of a lack 
of funding but has been 
replenished after Congress 

included a “polluter pays” 
tax in the 2021 infrastruc-
ture law. The tax took 
effect in 2022 and is set 
to collect up to $23 billion 
over the next five years, 
said Rep. Frank Pallone, 
a New Jersey Democrat 
who pushed for reinstate-
ment of the tax in the 2021 
law. Pallone was chairman 
of the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee at 
the time and now is the 
Republican-led panel’s top 
Democrat.

“Super fund  s i t e s 
threaten public and envi-
ronmental health across the 
country,’’ including New 
Jersey, Pallone said, “but 
with today’s announce-
ment, the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law is 
continuing to deliver on 
the promise we made to 
clean up backlogged sites 
and give our communities 
the peace of mind they 
deserve.”

The program is particu-
larly important to New 
Jersey, Pallone said. The 
state has more Superfund 
sites than any other, and 
half its 9.3 million resi-
dents live within three 
miles of a Superfund site.

“I really believe that 
all of our communities 
across the country deserve 
to enjoy their towns and 
use their space without 
fear of the health risks that 
come with living near a 
Superfund site,’’ he said. 
“Corporate polluters — 
not taxpayers— should 
pay to clean up the messes 
they created.’’

Tuesday announce-
ment follows more than 
$1 billion announced 
in February 2023 and 
$1 billion announced in 
December 2021.

“After three rounds of 
investments, EPA is deliv-
ering on President Biden’s 
full promise to invest in 
cleaning up America’s 
mos t  con t amina t ed 
Superfund sites,” said 
EPA Deputy Administrator 
Janet McCabe. She called 
the funding announcement 
“an incredible milestone 
in our efforts to clean up 
and protect communities, 
deliver local jobs, enhance 
economic activity and 
improve people’s lives for 
years to come.”
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TODAY IN 
HISTORY

Today is Thursday, Feb. 
29, the 60th day of  2024. 
There are 306 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On February 29, 1940, 
Hattie McDaniel became 
the first Black actor to 
win an Academy Award 
when she took best sup-
porting actress for “Gone 
With the Wind,” which 
won eight Oscars overall 
including best picture.

On this date:
In 1504, Christopher 

Columbus, stranded in 
Jamaica during his fourth 
voyage to the West, used a 
correctly predicted lunar 
eclipse to frighten hostile 
natives into providing food 
for his crew.

In 1796, President 
George Washington pro-
claimed Jay’s Treaty, 
which settled some out-
standing differences with 
Britain, in effect.

In 1892, the United 
States and Britain agreed 
to submit to arbitra-
tion their dispute over 
seal-hunting rights in the 
Bering Sea. (A commis-
sion later ruled in favor 
of  Britain.)

In 1904, bandleader 
Jimmy Dorsey was born 
in Shenandoah, Pennsyl-
vania.

In 1916, singer, actor 
and TV personality 
Dinah Shore was born 
Frances Rose Shore in 
Winchester, Tennessee. 
(Shore, who claimed 
March 1, 1917 as her 
birthdate, died in 1994 
just days before she 
would have turned 78.)

In 1936, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
signed a second Neutral-
ity Act as he appealed to 
American businesses not 
to increase exports to bel-
ligerents.

Serial killer Aileen 
Wuornos was born in 
Rochester, Michigan (she 
was executed by the state 
of  Florida in 2002).

In 1960, the first Play-

boy Club, featuring wait-
resses clad in “bunny” 
outfits, opened in Chica-
go. Serial killer Richard 
Ramirez was born in El 
Paso, Texas (he died in 
2013 while awaiting exe-
cution in California).

In 1968, at the Grammy 
Awards, the 5th Dimen-
sion’s “Up, Up and Away” 
won record of the year for 
1967, while album of the 
year honors went to The 
Beatles’ “Sgt. Pepper’s 

Lonely Hearts Club Band.”
In 1980, former Israeli 

foreign minister Yigal Al-
lon, who had played an im-
portant role in the Jewish 
state’s fight for indepen-
dence, died at age 61.

In 1984, Canadian 
Prime Minister Pierre El-
liott Trudeau announced 
he was stepping down 
after more than 15 com-
bined years in power.

The Associated Press

Dear Annie: I am 70 
years old and blessed 
with two well-settled 
and caring grown chil-
dren (one son and one 
daughter), who have 
each been blessed with 
two kids of  their own, 
making me a grandma 
of  4 under 4; for which 
I’m very excited and 
grateful. Every day of  
my life, it gives me pos-

itive ener-
gy.

My mar-
riage of  36 
years fell 
apart six 
years ago. 
My ex-hus-
band start-
ed having 
issues with 
our kids as 
they were 
teenagers, 
and the 
family 
conflicts 

became worse. My ex 
seemed to change his 
whole personality in his 
middle age. The best fa-
ther in the world (which 
is what we considered 
him) used to work tire-
lessly to care for the fam-
ily and, of  course, helped 
our children with their 
education, their personal 
lives, etc.

Unfortunately, he has 
slowly evolved over the 
course of  10 years into a 
controlling, short-tem-
pered and somewhat abu-
sive man. Our children, 
once they were grown, 
and I tried our best to get 
help, to not to break the 
family. Our efforts were 
met with anger on his 
end.

I’m very old-fashioned 
and spiritual, and I 
didn’t want to leave him. 
Finally, when he got 
into gambling, wasting 
our hard-earned mon-
ey, I had to legally split 

after much therapy and 
counseling for myself. 
Our adult children, 
already married and 
settled by this time, sup-
ported me all the way. In 
fact, my daughter even 
let me live with her in 
her newly built home, 
adding a suite for my 
privacy, and I feel so 
blessed in this regard, 
too.

I know he is not in-
volved in any other 
relationship, and I am 
not either; I am not inter-
ested in dating at all at 
this time. He just became 
more angry at all of  us — 
somewhat making him-
self  believe that we didn’t 
care for him. I prayed so 
hard for his conversion 
and reconciliation so he 
could meet his adorable 
grandchildren. It hurts 
me so much that the lit-
tle angels don’t know all 
these stories about their 
grandfather, and now the 
oldest has started asking 
questions.

My son and daughter 
are not interested in 
having him come visit. 
When they had reached 
out in the past, he did not 
seem to care, and he has 
refused to go to counsel-
ing or even take advice 
from his own family. We 
think he has a personali-
ty disorder and is in total 
denial.

Please advise me, at 
this time, should I leave 
the stubborn grandpa 
alone or continue to at-
tempt reconciliation? So 
far, my children want 
nothing to do with him, 
and I can only push them 
so much. I have been able 
to forgive my husband 
100%, and I understand 
that I can only pray and 
wish for him to open his 
eyes one day. I have told 
him this many times. 
Forgiveness is very pow-

erful and gives me peace, 
knowing I tried my best.

He is also 70 years old, 
lives by himself, is in 
pretty good health and is 
doing OK financially (no 
more hard gambling now, 
and he retired, too). — 
Brokenhearted Grandma

Dear Brokenhearted 
Grandma: It’s evident 
that you love your family, 
including your ex-hus-
band, despite the chal-
lenges you’ve faced.

While forgiveness is a 
powerful tool for finding 
peace, it’s also important 
to recognize the bound-
aries you need for your 
own well-being and that 
of  your family. Your 
children have made their 
feelings known regarding 
their relationship with 
him, and pushing them 
further may only strain 
your relationship with 
them.

At this point, con-
tinuing to pray for your 
ex-husband’s well-being 
and reconciliation may 
be the most you can do. 
His refusal to seek coun-
seling or acknowledge 
the family’s concerns 
suggests he may not be 
ready to confront his be-
havior.

Focus on cherishing 
the precious moments 
with your family and 
finding joy in the love 
and support they offer.

“How Can I Forgive My 
Cheating Partner?” is out 
now! Annie Lane’s second 
anthology — featuring fa-
vorite columns on marriage, 
infidelity, communication and 
reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspub-
lishing.com for more informa-
tion. SEND YOUR questions 
for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

Creators Syndicate

Grandmother seeks guidance 
over navigating boundaries

DEAR  
ANNIE
Annie Lane

By LINDSEY BAHR
AP Film Writer

The Oscars just got an 
infusion of  Kenergy.

Ryan Gosling will sing 
the pop power ballad 
“ I’m Just Ken ” at the 
show on March 10, the 
show’s producers an-
nounced Wednesday. Oth-
ers set to perform their 
nominated original songs 
include Billie Eilish and 
Finneas O’Connell, Jon 
Batiste, Scott George and 
the Osage Singers and 
Becky G.

Gosling is also nomi-
nated for best supporting 
actor that evening. While 
in character as Ken in 
a promo for the show 
with Jimmy Kimmel, he 

shrugged that he’s not 
going to win. In fairness, 
even if  it was a joke, he 
might not be wrong: His 
fellow nominee Robert 
Downey Jr. has been 
sweeping the season.

“I’m Just Ken,” writ-
ten by Mark Ronson and 
Andrew Wyatt, still has a 
chance, however, even if  
the other “Barbie” song, 
Eilish and Finneas’s soul-
ful “What Was I Made 
For” seems to be the 
clear awards favorite to 
date, having already won 
a Grammy. But the Ken 
ballad is also the one ev-
eryone has wanted to see 
on the Oscars telecast, 
which will mark Gos-
ling’s first time perform-
ing at the show.

As Ken might shout, 
hiding behind a corner 
that he believes is some-
how soundproof: “Sub-
lime!”

The other nominated 
songs include Diane War-
ren’s “The Fire Inside,” 
from “Flamin’ Hot,” Jon 
Batiste and Dan Wilson’s 
“It Never Went Away” 
from “American Sympho-
ny,” and Scott George’s 
“Wahzhazhe” from “Kill-
ers of  the Flower Moon.”

The 96th Oscars will 
be broadcast live on 
ABC and in more than 
200 territories world-
wide from the Dolby 
Theatre in Los Angeles 
on Sunday, March 10 
with the show beginning 
at 7 p.m. EDT.

Gosling, Eilish, Batiste set to 
perform at Academy Awards

AP
Margot Robbie, left, and Diane Warren attend the 96th Academy Awards Oscar nomi-
nees luncheon Monday at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif.

TECNAVIA
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS 
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County 
Boyce Campus – Auditorium 
595 Beatty Rd  
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396 
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College 
Main Campus – Founders Hall 
107 College Drive 
Butler, PA 16002 
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

•  You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

•  You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

•  You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

•  Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number: 
866.566.0649

Passcode: 
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input 
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do 
not pre-register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include 
following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2)  the date and time of the public input 

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3)  a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5)  if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions? 
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.

because it has no offi�cial management
structure for nonunion employee salary
raises. 

Tokar-Ickes said consistency is
needed. After the board approves salary
increases, they receive more requests
from other departments, she said after
the meeting.

Tokar-Ickes said after the pandemic
hit, the workplace and workforce
changed, and she said the county needs
to have a more systemic and compre-
hensive way for the union and nonunion
employee salaries to be decided.

Somerset Lake project

The commissioners approved paying
$2,500 to Steel Construction to clear the
future site of the pavilion at the Somer-
set Lake Nature Park. 

Cathie Beal, recycling coordinator
standing in for Lindsay Baer who re-
signed from the Somerset County Parks
& Trails Department for another job,
said the area will be cleared of invasive
species and brush to allow potential
bidders to see what the area looks like.
They will leave the trees, she said. 

The project is funded through Com-
munity Foundation for the Alleghenies
grant funds. Work will begin on the pro-
ject as soon as the weather permits.

Commissioners advertised for the
Somerset County Parks & Trails Depart-
ment director position and will begin in-
terviewing candidates, they said.

More directors resign

The county commissioners accepted
the resignations of Doug Walters as an
administrator of children and youth ser-
vices, eff�ective July 5, and Bradley Zear-

foss as director of the planning commis-
sion, eff�ective March 29. Both are for re-
tirement.

Walters and Zearfoss both have near-
ly 40 years of county service, Tokar-
Ickes said.

"They're going to enjoy life and enjoy
things they want to do now," Commis-
sioner Irvin Kimmel Jr. said.

Commissioners accepted the resig-
nation of Alyssa Bundzuh as director of
the GIS Department, eff�ective March 6.
Tokar-Ickes said Bundzuh is leaving for
a job in Huntingdon County.

"It's been a challenge trying to keep
good people. In the workforce, there are
those entering into retirement and some
are tending to get to that age," she said.
"It's daunting to replace people in those
positions, very challenging.

"No doubt that the tone of the last
year and a half has impacted recruit-
ment. We heard through HR from the
candidates, it has created an impact and
unless it stops, we'll continue to have
that challenge."

Tokar-Ickes said there also are not a
lot of people going into those fi�elds or
having the experience.

Lease agreement

Commissioners also approved sign-
ing a fi�ve-year lease agreement with
Pennsylvania Western University (Clar-
ion University) at the Somerset County
Education Center, pending the univer-
sity's approval of the agreement. 

The approval is an extension of the
agreement of $21,455 per year, payable
at the rate of $1,787.91 per month.

"We're really pleased to be able to
sign the fi�ve-year agreement," Tokar-
Ickes said. She said they have heard the
university closed sites elsewhere and
that this shows their commitment to
Somerset County. Forty students gradu-
ated this year.

Sheriff� Dept.
Continued from Page 1A

Place apartments, off�er residents the
opportunity to live independently,
work, travel, volunteer and take part in
an extensive list of community ameni-
ties without the added responsibilities
of home and yard maintenance. 

“The wait list we have is all for inde-
pendent living,” Mock said. “We have
the two diff�erent apartment buildings
(Vista and Cambridge Place) and the
townhomes, those represent 170 units.
Our wait list represents 103 people (indi-
viduals or couples), that represents 103
future units to be sold. So there’s a very
strong demand. 

“Beyond that, if we look at the indus-
try, there’s trends of aging in place,
trends of government insurance lessen-
ing the amount of time people spend in
the skilled unit (what LVV calls its
healthcare center), and so communities
like ours are trying to rebalance their
care beds to residential unit ratio. The
industry standard for healthy operators
is increasing the number of residential
units per (skilled) care bed.” 

Something for everyone to do

Laurel View Village off�ers indepen-
dent living, personal care and health-
care services to over 300 residents who
are currently living in its 60 townhomes,
two apartment complexes and personal
care and health care areas. 

The community’s amenities for resi-
dents include a nature trail, two fi�tness
centers, two swimming pools (a lap pool
and a therapy pool), a wood shop, a gar-
den club, train room, pickleball, bocce,
billiards, shuffl�eboard and a restaurant,
as well as shopping trips and many oth-
er planned activities, said Angela Rizzo,
director of independent living and com-
munity relations. 

The golf simulation room, which
opened in December and was donated
by residents Sue and Tom Krise, has be-
come a popular addition to the campus,
as noted by the many golf bags that were
stored nearby. 

“We’re constantly trying to adjust to
the needs, desires and demands (of resi-
dents),” Rizzo said. “So if we’re not off�er-
ing something and they have an idea,
we’ll see if we can make it happen. 

“I heard the other day, someone’s big-
gest complaint was ‘There’s too much
happening at the same time.’ We do try
to be mindful of that but sometimes it
does happen.” 

Gorschak said she gets inquiries
weekly from people across the country

who are interested in moving to Laurel
View Village or getting their names on
the waiting list. Many of those people
have ties to this area or have family liv-
ing nearby, and the region’s aff�ordable
cost of living, as well as the amenities
Laurel View off�ers to its residents, make
the community an attractive place to
live. 

“Sometimes it’s a misnomer of peo-
ple thinking (because) you’re moving,
you’re going to lose your independence
and lose your freedoms, and it’s not the
case,” she said. “Our whole concept is to
be able to take off� a lot of the homeown-
ing responsibilities so people can focus
on what’s important to them.” 

A major employer in Somerset
County

Laurel View is also one of the coun-
ty’s top 20 employers, with about 220
staff� members currently working on
site. Mock said they are looking to add
more Certifi�ed Nurse Assistants (CNAs)
and Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs) to
their staff�. 

“For the number of people who are
employed, we’re at an all-time high,” he
said. “Most of our departments are feel-
ing well staff�ed, but we need a few more
CNAs and LPNs.” 

The need for CNAs led Laurel View
Village to sponsor a CNA training pro-
gram last year, in partnership with Ar-
butus Park Retirement Community in
Johnstown and funded by grants from
the Community Foundation for the Alle-
ghenies, Lee Initiatives and private do-
nors. 

The fi�rst class of seven trainees grad-
uated in November, and a second class
of CNA students started training this
month for their certifi�cation. 

“We hope to continue that program,
not only to benefi�t ourselves, to make

sure we have caregivers for the residents
that live here, but for the Johnstown and
Somerset area in general,” Mock said. 

Residents are giving back to the
community

Drawing more residents to Laurel
View Village benefi�ts the two-county
area in not only economic terms but also
in the experience and abilities the resi-
dents off�er to the community. Rizzo said
that Laurel View residents volunteer
thousands of hours in community ser-
vice, both on and off� the campus. 

“When you look at the economics of
it, having these folks stay in the commu-
nity or retire back to this community is
huge,” she said. “They’re spending their
money locally, they’re volunteering their
time and maybe making donations to lo-
cal organizations. 

“And just as an employer, we’re able
to be employing over 200 people –
again, giving people opportunities to
move back and have a good career.” 

Mock added: “Our residents who are
thinking about coming, their most com-
mon thought is ‘I’m not sure I’m ready.’
The people who have come have said, ‘I
wish I had come sooner.’ Those are the
two most common feelings that we
hear.” 

For more information about the
townhomes under construction at Lau-
rel View Village, visit its website, laurel-
viewvillage.com or contact Christina
Gorschak, lead sales counselor, at 814-
205-6744. 

Laurel View Village also off�ers a Pri-
ority Club membership that entitles the
member access to all the amenities on
campus and advance notice when resi-
dential openings become available. For
more information on this option, con-
tact Angela Rizzo at 814-288-2724, ext
4232. 

Progress 2024
Continued from Page 1A

When Mary Lea Forsythe turned 16,
she’d had only four birthdays.

Now that she’s turning 100, she’s get-
ting ready for her 25th birthday celebra-
tion.

That’s because the Sand Springs,
Oklahoma, native is a “leapling,” a term
for people born on Leap Day (Feb. 29),
which appears on the calendar only
about every four years. 

Forsythe was born on Feb. 29, 1924.
When people ask her how old she is, she
usually replies with a short answer that
leaves them scratching their heads.

“I’ve had 25 birthdays,” she told USA
TODAY.

In honor of her 25th birthday and
100th year, Forsythe was honored this
month by community organizations
such as the Osage Hills Chapter of the
National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution and Centenarians
of Oklahoma.

Sand Springs Vice Mayor Beau Wil-
son has proclaimed Feb. 29 Mary Lea
Rogers Forsythe Day, the Sand Springs
Leader reported.

Her parents explained her birthday
to her when she was a child, she said.
They showed her a calendar, and her
birthday, Feb. 29, wasn’t there.

But despite that, the beloved sisters
she grew up with made sure she never
felt left out and often took her out to
lunch to celebrate on Feb. 27, Feb. 28 or

March 1.
On Feb. 15, Forsythe went to a local li-

brary with plans to speak in front of the
Osage Hills Chapter of the National So-
ciety Daughters of the American Revo-
lution. 

“When I walked in, there were fl�ash-
ers going off� and they were taking my
picture as I came into the room,” she
said. “There were dignitaries from the
city, and there was a proclamation read.
My goodness, it was shocking. The
room was full of people. ... I never had
been that surprised in my life.”

Forsythe has lived a life full of love,
worship and music.

She went to Sand Springs High
School, where she met her soon-to-be
husband, William Wayne Forsythe, also
known as Bill. She saw William on
school grounds and heard him laughing

with friends. 
She was intrigued and

thought he was cute. She
looked for him later but
didn’t see him again until
chorus class. He sat be-
hind her because he was
a bass and she was an al-
to.

“One day he was laughing and I said,
‘That’s the guy,’ ” she said.

Forsythe and her husband shared a
love for music, she said. He was the No. 1
bass singer in Oklahoma in high school. 

They eventually were married. They
had their wedding at home. A friend
played the organ, and another friend
sang the song “I Love You Truly,” she re-
called.

The couple had two children 22
months apart, Martha and William. 

She said her husband was a wonder-
ful father. They were married for 68
years. He died in 2011.

Okla. woman turns 100 on Leap Day
Mary Lea Forsythe: 
‘I’ve had 25 birthdays’

Saleen Martin
USA TODAY

Forsythe 





Independence Health System
continued to lose money as it
passed its one-year mark at the
end of December 2023, though
annual losses have shrunk by
almost $9 million, according
to recently released financial
reports.

Reports indicate the health
system formed by the merger
of Excela and Butler health
systems has experienced
$74.1 million in operational
losses during the period be-
tween Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 2023.
However, for the same period
in 2022 prior to the merger, the
systems saw $82.9 million in
combined losses.

Independence was official-
ly formed in January 2023.
Though the two sides are
merged, they still file financial
reports separately.

The system saw the financial
headwinds coming, and is look-
ing forward to results that arise
from ongoing cost reduction
efforts, according to Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Tom Albanesi.

“We anticipated operating
losses. Unfortunately, the
whole industry right now is
experiencing operating losses,
including some of the much
bigger health systems that are
out there,” he said. “We knew
what we were getting into, and
weareworkingonthefinancial
improvement plan, and we are
seeing results from it. We still
have got a long way to go, but

we are encouraged by what we
see so far.”

For the last three months of
2023,Excelasawnearly$5.4mil-
lion in losses, while Butler lost
just under $4 million. For those
same three months at the end
of 2022, Excela had $13.3 mil-
lion in losses, and Butler lost
$21 million.

Getting on track
Independence has pointed

to pandemic aftershocks, in-
flation, low reimbursements
from Medicaid and Medicare,
and an aging regional popula-
tion as some of its challenges
while it loses cash.

In a bondholder meeting
in early November, Indepen-
dence leadership detailed a
recovery plan the system put
together with FTI Consulting.
According to the plan, the sys-
tem expects to stanch some of
its financial bleeding in fiscal
year 2024.

Upcoming next steps in that
plan include ongoing negotia-
tions with insurance compa-
nies to get better rates for the
system, Albanesi said, which
he expects will show results in
the financial reports for next
quarter.

“We have contracts with,
for instance, Aetna, High-
mark, and UPMC Health
Plan — those are the three
big (companies) in Western
Pennsylvania — and we are
in the process of renegotiating
those contracts. We need to

get rates that better reflect the
inflationary environment we
have been experiencing since
covid-19,” he said. “We’ve had
some successes since Dec. 31
that will be reflected in future
quarters’ numbers, but that is
the biggest item in the financial
improvement plan that you ha-
ven’t see any progress on.”

So far, the $32.1 million oper-
ating losses for Independence
for the six months ending Dec.
31, 2023, are slightly worse
than budgeted, Albanesi said.

Volumes, or people coming
into the system, and revenues
are exceeding budget, he not-
ed, but expenses are outpacing
them because of inflation on
labor, medical supplies and
medications.

The Excela side of the sys-
tem saw 5,493 patient admis-
sions in 2023, as compared to
4,960 in 2022. Patient days and
outpatient and inpatient op-
erating room procedures also
were up. Emergency room vis-
its were down slightly, with
21,367 in 2023 and 21,528 in
2022.

Inpatient surgical proce-
dures were up at Butler Me-

morial Hospital, but slightly
down for outpatient surgeries
and emergency room visits.

“We’re pleased with where
volumes are. One of the chal-
lenges every hospital in West-
ern Pennsylvania has is we all
have about 70% of our payer
mix as governmental patients
— either Medicare or Med-
icaid,” Albanesi said, noting
that Medicare and Medicaid
do not reimburse health sys-
tems as much as commercial
insurance.

“You basically don’t have a
prayer of making money on
that 70%, so you have to make
money on the other 30%, and
it’s getting harder and harder
to (do) that.”

Strategies ahead
The health care world is still

catching up from the impacts
of covid, Albanesi said.

“We had a lot of the work-
force, particularly nurses,
leave health care or leave
working for hospitals and
we’re still catching up from
where we were then,” he said.
“The big challenge that we
have is that demand is really
strong — we don’t lack for
demand right now, (but) we
still have a lack of clinicians,
primarily nurses, to help treat
all the patients that are seek-
ing treatment these days.”

The Butler Health System
side has been successful in
minimizing the use of agency
nurses, a goal that Excela is
still working toward, Albanesi
said.

Independence cut 226 posi-
tions in 2023. Albanesi noted
that at this time, no further
position eliminations are
planned.

The system’s two hospital

presidents, Brian Fritz and
Karen Allen, confirmed in
August that all five of the
system’s hospitals — West-
moreland, Frick, Latrobe,
Butler Memorial and Clarion
— would be part of its future
despite the ongoing financial
challenges. CEO Ken DeFurio
said similarly in June 2023,
and system spokesperson Tom
Chakurda confirmed that this
is still the case on Wednesday.

The health system has more
than 1,000 physicians and ad-
vanced practice providers and
employs 7,300 people.

“While there is much work
yet to be done, we are pleased
with the trajectory of our
progress and confident we are
(on) track to achieve the goals
we set out to obtain with the
formation of Independence
Health System,” Albanesi
said.

JuliaMaruca is a TribLive
staff writer. She can be reached

at jmaruca@triblive.com.

National Pig Day
event to raise
funds for rescue

A National Pig Day cel-
ebration will be from 7 to
9 p.m. Saturday at Voodoo
Brewing Co., 956 Fifth Ave.,
New Kensington, to benefit
Pigsburgh Squealers Pig
Rescue in Frazer.

There will be pig-themed
drinks and flights, as well
as vegan food from Sweet
Alchemy Bake Shop. Several
pigs will be on hand to visit.

Donations will be accepted,
and a portion of the price of
each flight will be donated to
the rescue.

Childrenwelcome to
meet Shrek and friends

The Burrell High School
Theater Company will host a
“Shrek the Musical” meet-
and-greet from 1 to 3:30 p.m.

Saturday at the high school,
Puckety Church Road.

Children in kindergarten
through fifth grade will be
able to spend time with the
characters of the upcoming
musical. There will be crafts,
games, snacks, backstage
tours and dancing. Char-
acters will sign the free
autograph books that will be
distributed.

The cost is $10 and $5
for each additional child.
Children can be from any
school district and must be
accompanied by an adult at
all times. Reservations are
required.

For reservations, visit
tinyurl.com/bdfaxw3b.

Tri City Soccer plans
Night at the Races

A night at the races to
benefit Tri City Soccer will
be Saturday at the Kinloch
firehall, 915 New York Ave.,
Lower Burrell.

Doors open at 6 p.m., din-
ner will be at 7 and races
start at 7:30. Tickets are
$25 and include a buffet
dinner, beer, alcoholic
beverages, soda, water
and snacks. Horses are
$10. There will be a
silent auction, a 50-50
raffle, strip tickets
and door prizes. No
BYOB.

Those attending must
be 21. For tickets and
horse purchases, call Na-
dia at 724-822-3029, email
tricityprcoordinator@
gmail.com or visit
tinyurl.com/4wybbub2.

Let us know about
your Easter events

The Valley News Dispatch
will be publishing a list of
community Easter egg hunts
and activities.

To have an event listed on-
line and in the print edition,
send information as soon as
possible to The Stroller, Val-
ley News Dispatch, 210 Wood
St., Tarentum, PA 15084;
email cpinto-smith@triblive.
com; or fax 724-226-4677.

CALENDAR

Allegheny
Township

March 13: West-
moreland Conservation
District will sponsor a free
workshop about mainte-
nance of driveways from

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the
township building, 136

Community Building
Road. Topics will include
how to make cost- effec-

tive repairs and main-
tain your driveway.

Reservations required.
Reservations: westmore

landconservation.org.

Apollo
Saturday: Apollo Memorial

Library will sponsor a work-
shop to make sock bunnies at
2:30 p.m. in the library, 219
N Pennsylvania Ave. Bring
a glue gun and sharp scis-
sors. Cost: $5. Reservations
required. Reservations: 724-
478-4214.

Brackenridge
Sunday: Sons of the Amer-

ican Legion will serve an
all-you-can-eat community

breakfast from 9 a.m. to noon
at the American Legion, 845 E.
First Ave. Cost: $9; younger
than 12, $6.

Monday: Brackenridge Im-
provement Group (BIG) will
meet at 7 p.m. in the borough
building, 1000 Brackenridge
Ave. Volunteers are needed
for community events. New
members welcome.

East Vandergrift
March 24: Our Lady, Queen

of Peace Parish is selling raffle
tickets for half a cow and a
$100 gift certificate to Anna’s
Cucina Rustica in Vander-
grift. The winning number
will be the 7 p.m. March 24
Pennsylvania Daily Pick 3
number. Cost: $10 for two
numbers. Tickets: Deborah
at 724-859-3186, Patricia at 724-
568-3409 or after Sunday Mass
in the church vestibule.

Harrison
March 23: The Veterans of

Foreign Wars and Auxiliary
will sponsor a purse bash bin-
go from 1 to 4 p.m. at the post,
894 Veterans Drive. Doors
open at 11 a.m., and lunch
will be served at noon. Cost:
$35, includes lunch. There
will be a 50-50 raffle, pull tab

tickets, cash bar, silent auc-
tion, pick of the table and
mystery raffle. Must be 18 or
older to attend. Proceeds will
be used for building mainte-
nance. Tickets: Deb at 412-298-
6175, Michelle at 724-889-7136
or at the post’s bar.

NewKensington
Monday: Peoples Library

will host domino games at
1 p.m. in the library, 880
Barnes St. Dominoes provid-
ed. Come alone or bring a
friend. Details: 724-339-1021.

Leechburg
Monday: Leechburg Volun-

teer Fire Company will host
bingo at 7 p.m. in the fire-
hall, 268 Canal St. Doors open
at 5 p.m. The kitchen will be
open.
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Debbie Painter-Benning
REALTOR

A Full Time Agent since 1980, I have seen the market fluctuate
many times. I know this market well. I’ve lived in the Alle-
Kiski Valley all of my life!! As a consistent multi-million $$$

PRODUCER, I promise to use the best Howard Hanna marketing
tools for Selling your home! As a buyer agent, I am willing to go

the “extra mile” for you! I will do whatever it takes...

TO GET YOUR HOUSE MOVING!!!

THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR EXPERIENCE

Feel at home,
on dayONE!

Allegheny Valley Office

Real Estate Mortgage Title Insurance

debbiepainter@ howardhanna. com
Still serving the Valley

with over 41 years experience.

Real Estate Services debbiepainter-benning.howardhanna.com

C: 412-417-0519
(preferred)

O: 724-339-4000
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers:
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County
Boyce Campus – Auditorium
595 Beatty Rd
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass
required

Butler County Community College
Main Campus – Founders Hall
107 College Drive
Butler, PA 16002
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

• You must dial the toll-free Conference
number below

• You must enter the PIN number below
when instructed

• You must speak your name when
prompted, and press #

• Then, the telephone system will connect
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number:
866.566.0649

Passcode:
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m.
onWednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do
not pre-register and provide the information
listed below, you may not have an opportunity
to testify.

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include
following information):

(1) your first and last name;
(2) the date and time of the public input

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3) a phone number where you can be reached

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and
(5) if you require an interpreter to participate in

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing
exhibits to which you will refer during the
telephonic hearing, please email them to the
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties.
Exhibitsmust be received by:Wednesday,
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions?
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org.
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.

THE STROLLER
Information on this page, including The Stroller,

may be dropped off or mailed at least two weeks in advance to:
The Stroller, c/o Valley News Dispatch,
210 Fourth Ave., Tarentum, PA 15084;

email vndnews@triblive.com; or fax 724-226-4677

CORRECTIONS/
CLARIFICATIONS

It is the policy of this newspaper
to correct errors of fact

in news stories as soon as pos-
sible. To request a correction

or clarification, call the city desk
at 724-226-4666.

by JULIA MARUCA

IndependenceHealth addresses losses in 1st year asmerged system
“We anticipated operating losses. Unfortunately, the
whole industry right now is experiencing operating
losses, including some of the much bigger health systems
that are out there. We knew what we were getting into.”

TOM ALBANESI
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER OF INDEPENDENCE HEALTH SYSTEM

Proudly
Recognized

As

TRIB LI
VE
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The Great
$3 MILLION
REMODELING

UP TO

70%OFF
and more

HURRY IN TO THE
BIGGEST SALE IN OUR HISTORY!

HUGE DISCOUNTS HAVE BEEN TAKEN
TO SELL OFF REMAINING INVENTORY!

The time is NOW to take
advantage of Massive

Markdowns!

We are renovating and remodeling our
wonderful Monroeville, PA location
1700 Golden Mile Hwy.

For more information and directions call

724-327-2160
www.woodbridgeinteriors.com

EMODELINGevent!vent!All must go!All must go!

MONDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 10-6
SUNDAY: NOON-5

1700 Golden Mile Hwy • Monroeville, PA 15146

HHHMONROEVILLE LOCATION ONLYHHH

5 DAYS LEFT • WEEKEND ONLY SAVINGS
ACT NOW!! CROWDS BUYING!!

COUNTDOWNCOUNTDOWNDOW
TO SALE END!TO SALE END!
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers:
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County
Boyce Campus – Auditorium
595 Beatty Rd
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass
required

Butler County Community College
Main Campus – Founders Hall
107 College Drive
Butler, PA 16002
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

• You must dial the toll-free Conference
number below

• You must enter the PIN number below
when instructed

• You must speak your name when
prompted, and press #

• Then, the telephone system will connect
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number:
866.566.0649

Passcode:
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m.
onWednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do
not pre-register and provide the information
listed below, you may not have an opportunity
to testify.

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include
following information):

(1) your first and last name;
(2) the date and time of the public input

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3) a phone number where you can be reached

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and
(5) if you require an interpreter to participate in

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing
exhibits to which you will refer during the
telephonic hearing, please email them to the
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties.
Exhibitsmust be received by:Wednesday,
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions?
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org.
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.

“We’re trending toward a
paid fire department in the
eyes of some people. I have no
interest in a paid fire depart-
ment,” Reese said. “I’m not
opposed to the idea (of hiring
a driver). I just want to hear
more from our firefighters,
our guys who are doing it. I
think it’s a good idea to wait.
One month isn’t going to make
a big difference.”

Hempfield Fire Department
Chief Anthony Kovacic said
the driver position is meant
to support the stations’ emer-
gency response rate during
the day. The department has
seen fewer volunteers avail-
able to respond to calls during
daylight hours, he said.

This January, the fire de-
partment responded to 250
emergency calls, 133 of which
came in between 9 a.m. and
5 p.m. In 2023, the highest
number of failed responses
to emergency calls came be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. for
all but two of the stations:
Adamsburg and Bovard.

Weimer said he feels it is im-
portant to approve the driver
position for reasons of public
safety.

“I think that we have been
talking about deficits in run-
ning calls and the need for
addressing that. We are re-
sponsible for public safety as
elected members here, so I
certainly am not going to jeop-
ardize that in waiting a month
for anything to occur in which
we could have gotten this

process started sooner,” he
said. “I don’t even think this
will be filled within a month.”

The supervisors will revisit
the vote at 7 p.m. March 25 at
the municipal building, 1132
Woodward Drive.
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Quincey Reese is a TribLive staff
writer. She can be reached at

qreese@triblive.com.

HEMPFIELD TOWNSHIP

This graph shows a breakdown of the percentage of calls
that each of Hempfield’s fire stations failed to respond to in
2023, based on the time of day. Adamsburg had no failed
calls.

HEMPFIELD · FROM A1

Supervisorswill revisit voteMarch25

NEW YORK — Richard
Lewis, an acclaimed comedian
known for exploring his neuro-
ses in frantic, stream-
of-consciousness dia-
tribes while dressed in
all-black, leading to his
nickname “The Prince
of Pain,” has died. He
was 76.

Lewis, who revealed
he had been diagnosed
with Parkinson’s dis-
ease last year, died at his home
in Los Angeles on Tuesday
night after suffering a heart
attack, according to his publi-
cist, Jeff Abraham.

A regular performer in clubs
and on late-night TV for de-
cades, Lewis also played Mar-
ty Gold, the romantic co-lead
opposite Jamie Lee Curtis, in
the ABC series “Anything But

Love” and the reliably neurot-
ic Prince John in “Mel Brooks’
Robin Hood: Men In Tights.”
He introduced himself to a new

generation opposite
Larry David in HBO’s
“Curb Your Enthusi-
asm,” kvetching reg-
ularly.

“Richard and I were
born three days apart
in the same hospital,
and for most of my life
he’s been like a broth-
er to me,” David said

in a statement. “He had that
rare combination of being the
funniest person and also the
sweetest. But today he made
me sob, and for that I’ll never
forgive him.”

Comedy Central named Lew-
is one of the top 50 stand-up
comedians of all time, and he
earned a berth in GQ maga-

zine’s listof the“20thCentury’s
Most Influential Humorists.”
He lent his humor for charity
causes, including Comic Relief
and Comedy Gives Back.

Lewis told GQ his signature
look came incidentally, saying
his obsession with dressing in
black came from watching the
television Western “Have Gun
– Will Travel,” with a cowboy
in all-black, when he was a kid.

Lewis was the youngest of
three siblings — his brother
was older than him by six
years, and his sister by nine.
His father died young and his
mother had emotional prob-
lems. “She didn’t get me at all.
I owe my career to my mother.
I should have given her my
agent’s commission,” he told
The Washington Post in 2020.

He is survived by his wife,
Joyce Lapinsky.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Lewis, humorously morose stand-up
known for role on ‘Curb,’ dies at 76

Lewis
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS 
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County 
Boyce Campus – Auditorium 
595 Beatty Rd  
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396 
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College 
Main Campus – Founders Hall 
107 College Drive 
Butler, PA 16002 
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

•  You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

•  You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

•  You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

•  Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number: 
866.566.0649

Passcode: 
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input 
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do 
not pre-register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include 
following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2)  the date and time of the public input 

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3)  a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5)  if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions? 
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.
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Republicans attempting to remove Vodvarka from primary
By Mike Jones
newsroom@heraldstandard.com

The candidacy for an 
Allegheny County man 
once again attempting 
a run for U.S. Senate is 
in jeopardy after hun-
dreds of signatures on 
his nominating petitions 
submitted to get on the 
Republican primary 
ballot were challenged 
in Commonwealth Court. 

Three registered Re-
publicans and their 

attorneys filed paperwork 
before Tuesday’s deadline 
to challenge the candidacy 
of Joseph Vodvarka of 
Robinson Township in 
an attempt to get him re-
moved from the ballot for 
the April 23 primary.

The challenge claims 
there are multiple defects 
with Vodvarka’s nomi-
nating petitions and is at-
tempting to strike 572 of 
the 2,439 signatures the 
candidates and his surro-
gates accumulated, which 

would put him below the 
2,000 needed to run for 
U.S. Senate.

In the nearly 2,000-
page filing, the challenge 
mainly claims there 
were issues with the pe-
tition’s circulators and 
problems with individual 
signatories, over whether 
they are not registered 
to vote, aren’t Repub-
licans or gave incorrect 
information. 

The three objectors 
are Andrew Ritter Jr. of 

Camp Hill, Ashley Boop 
of Lancaster and Richard 
Tems of Doylestown. 
Their attorneys who filed 
the challenge are Walter 
Zimolong III and James 
Fitzpatrick III of Vil-
lanova. Zimolong did not 
respond to a phone call 
seeking comment on the 
challenge.

Vodvarka could not 
be reached for comment 
Wednesday and it was not 
clear whether he had an 
attorney. 

It’s not known when 
Commonwealth Court 
would rule on the chal-
lenge to Vodvarka’s can-
didacy. But if the chal-
lenge is successful in re-
moving Vodvarka from the 
ballot, it would leave only 
David McCormick on the 
Republican primary ballot 
to challenge Democratic 
U.S. Sen. Bob Casey in the 
general election. 

Vodvarka, 80, has run 
for the U.S. Senate several 
times before and been 

removed from the ballot 
on multiple occasions, in-
cluding in 2010 when he 
was a Democrat and in 
2018 when he was a Re-
publican. Vodvarka cam-
paigned as a Democrat for 
races in 2012 and again in 
2016, when he was ini-
tially removed from the 
ballot only to be restored 
at the last minute by the 
state Supreme Court. Af-
terward, he changed his 
party affiliation to run as 
a Republican. 

“We’re talking about 
unusual circumstances 
where CYS would have to 
take custody of children, 
usually later in the 
evening. Last year, about a 
dozen times, CYS was in a 
position where they didn’t 
have any other option 
than to move children 
they removed from their 
home to a local hotel for 
the night. Hotels are fine 
for us when we’re going 
on a trip, but for a kid 
taken from the only home 
they’ve ever known, a 
hotel is a white box that’s 
not designed to make 
them feel comfortable,” 
said Houser. “The kids 
are scared, they’ve been 
removed from their home. 

My thought was, ‘What 
purpose does an empty 
building serve?’ The idea 
was, let’s provide an in-
viting space with accom-
modations and distrac-
tions for children. We have 
the ability to make those 
fairly rare occasions much 
less traumatic and make 
things easier for the CYS 
staff that has to be there 
with them.”

The brightly painted, 
kid-friendly emergency 
overnight shelter can 
house up to seven children.

Growing Up Greene 
p a r t n e r e d  w i t h 
Snee-Rhinehardt Chari-
table Foundation, which 
provided  partial funding, 
while Greene County 
Commissioner Betsy Ro-
hanna McClure secured 
remaining funds through 
Pennsylvania’s PHARE 
Program.

T&N Contracting re-
modeled the office space, 
adding a new bathroom 
and shower. The house in-
cludes a living room filled 
with games, toys, a library 
and stuffed plushies, and 
includes a fully equipped 
kitchen for preparing 
meals, a washer and dryer, 
and a private bedroom 
space with bunk beds and 
a television. 

Children at the over-
night shelter also are 
visited often by Coalbie, a 
17-month-old therapy dog 
whose handler and “fur 
parent” is Houser.

Coalbie also comforts 
children at Greene County 
Juvenile Court during 
court hearings and super-
vised visitations.

“Having (worked) with 
CYS for the last four years, 
I’m aware of how trauma-
tizing it is for children (to 

be removed from their 
homes), so anything we 
can do to relieve that 
trauma and make it more 
genuine, more relaxing for 
the child, that’s what we 
want to do,” said McClure.

The shelter hasn’t been 
used yet. 

At a tour of the shelter in 
January, Booker said, “We 
hope to never use this, but 
in reality there are times it 
will have to be used.” 

Growing Up Greene 
board member Keshia 
Weaver said after the orga-
nization evaluated its office 
space and looked into the 
costs associated with the 
project, it was “an easy 
decision” to move ahead 
with a search for funding. 

“I previously worked for 
CYS and have personally 
been in the position of 
being unable to find appro-
priate housing for a child 

late at night. Remembering 
the look in their eyes when 
I was striking out made this 
project a no-brainer,” said 
Weaver.

Growing Up Greene 
partnered with EQT 
to provide foster care 
comfort bags that include 
a blanket, book, journal, 
crayons, and toiletries at 
the shelter.

Growing Up Greene’s 
mission is to protect 
children, Houser said. 
The nonprofit’s volunteer 
child advocates, board 
members, and staff serve 
children and families 
inside and outside the 
child welfare system. 

In December, Growing 
Up Greene’s Iron Senergy 
Children’s Gear Distri-
bution provided winter 
clothing – including 
jackets, hats, boots, and 
blankets – to 320 children 

from more than 100 
families.

Houser said the over-
night emergency shelter is 
an effort to “try something 
new in the hope we can 
help the next generation 
be in a better position than 
the one before.

“The idea of the (emer-
gency shelter) was, any 
possibility we have of 
providing a distraction 
that night when children 
are removed from their 
home is a benefit to the 
kids,” said Houser. “Every 
kid is different. Whether 
it’s quiet time reading 
in the corner, or making 
popcorn and watching a 
movie in the conference 
room, or getting a shower 
and getting into some 
clean clothes, all of those 
distractions are available. 
They can figure out the 
rest in the morning.”

SHELTER
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prison having outlived its 
use. In the past few years, 
the aging prison was the 
target of several lawsuits 
claiming the conditions 
were inhumane.

Dunn added that the 
new $44 million facility 
will provide a safe location 
for not only the inmates, 
but will give the prison 
staff and employees a 
better place to work.

“I’m glad we reached this 
point in time,” said Com-
missioner Vince Vicites. 
“The transition’s been made, 
they’re in, now they’re going 
to be on a day-to-day basis 
where things will need 
tweaked and corrected.”

Kern said, with the new 
facility and new operations 

at the jail, officials expect 
there will be an adjustment 
period.

Vicites said building a 
new prison in any county 
is difficult, given the cost 
and regulations involved. 

“When we did have set-
backs, we corrected them 
and moved forward,” he 
said, adding that the project 
came in under budget. 
“I think this facility will 
serve the people of Fayette 
County for many many de-
cades to come.”

Commissioner Dave 
Lohr said Wednesday 
that he campaigned on the 
need to build a new prison 
three times while running 
for office.

“It was needed for a 
long, long time, and now 
it’s off and running, and 
it feels good. It’s good for 
all the staff and the pris-
oners,” Lohr said. 

“Hopefully the pris-
oners that go in will come 
out better,” Lohr said.

The now former Fayette 
County Prison was the 
fourth prison built in the 
county and was origi-
nally constructed in 1892, 
making the building 132 
years old. 

The new facility has 
the capacity to hold 333 
inmates, and has the ca-
pacity to provide space 
for treatment and re-
habilitation-focused 
programming.

“ I n d i v i d u a l s  a r e 
placed in jail for pun-
ishment, not to be pun-
ished,” Lenkey said. 
“This new jail has the 
capacity to provide ser-
vices and tools that will 
afford the inmates an op-
portunity to leave here 
a better person from 
which they arrived.”

JAIL
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The initial inspection 
took place in 1981, when 
DEP designated it a high-
hazard, small-size dam 
and eventually classified 
it as an unsafe nonemer-
gency dam. Measures to 
be taken to ensure safe 
operation of the dam were 
given. The borough sent 
its report detailing what 
would be done to fix it. 

Detts-Dranzo said 
throughout the years the 
borough has taken steps 
to address DEP concerns, 
but said the DEP raised 
other concerns, such as 
how repairs to the spillway 
could reduce the water 
intake and stability of the 
dam’s embankment.

A 2012 plan submitted 
by the borough engineer 
appeared to meet DEP 
approval, but in 2016 the 
borough was informed the 
dam would become high 
hazard again because a 
potential failure in a sub-
mitted design could result 
in flooding on Route 917.

“It’s been very frus-
trating,” she said. “We had 
a plan that was acceptable 
by the DEP. We were ready 
to go to bid. They pulled the 
rug out. We had to go back 
to square one and redo the 
design. Each time the dam 
has been changed from 
high hazard to low hazard 
back to high hazard, that’s 
more engineering and de-
signs to meet DEP’s ex-
pectations, and it seems no 
matter what we do, we do 
not meet the expectations.”      

A drawdown of water 
was completed in De-
cember, as required by the 
DEP, and is being main-
tained. In January, the 
annual inspection report 
was submitted by borough 
engineers and an update 
on the latest submission 
was requested last week 
via email. DEP responded 
it did not receive the entire 
dam application package, 
nor the emergency plan.

“These latest emails 
illustrate the numerous 
back and forth delays that 
we have experienced since 
1981,” Detts-Dranzo said. 

She added that the 
delays have been costly. 

Most of a Department of 
Community and Economic 
Development grant re-
ceived in 2013 had to be 
returned. The deadline for 
a $200,000 Local Share Ac-
count grant has been ex-
tended numerous times. 
She said it has cost the 
borough at least $100,000.

“The DEP will not give 
us a go-ahead,” Detts-
Dranzo said. 

The dam holds many 
memories for Cokeburg 
residents for its recre-
ational opportunities. 
From 1958 until 1992, the 
dam was stocked with fish 
for recreation.

Lambert said the dam is 
a valuable resource for the 
firefighters.

“The dam has been used 
numerous times over the 
years as an emergency 
fill source or a secondary 
water source in any type 
of emergency in the 
borough,” Lambert said. 
“It’s also used numerous 
times throughout the year 
by mutual aid services and 
ourselves as a training 
aspect where we can 
conduct training flowing 
volumes of water back 

into the dam. It doesn’t 
create a financial burden 
on the department or the 
municipality or the water 
department.” 

Lawmakers in atten-
dance offered support for 
restoring the dam. 

“I’m at a loss for words 
to express my dismay 

that there is not some 
sort of resolution moving 
forward,” O’Neal said. 
“What you do with your 
community asset should be 
up to you, and DEP should 
stay out of the way.”

Cook said a concen-
trated effort needs to be 
made to remedy an issue 

that he says has gone on 
far too long.

“This is about building a 
team,” he said. “This is our 
invitation from our com-
munity, the great people 
of Cokeburg and the 
commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania to get this done 
whatever it takes.”   

DAM
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letter, Buffett talks about his 
sister, Bertie. She is a savvy, 
long-term investor in Berk-
shire. She has some knowl-
edge, but no formal training. 
Warren says, “A major asset 
for Bertie and investors like 
her: are sensible, instinc-
tively knowing that pundits 
should always be ignored. 
After all, if she could reliably 
predict tomorrow’s winners, 
would she freely share her 
valuable insights and there-
by increase completive 
buying? That would be like 
finding gold and then hand-
ing a map to the neighbors 
showing its location.” 

This is Warren’s way of 
saying be careful of all the 
people pitching investments 
that are supposed to make 
you rich. 

Buffett is a long-term in-
vestor who does not believe 
anyone can time the market 
consistently. He stays in-
vested and has a long-term 
focus. He believes portfolios 

should be spread over many 
investments. This eliminates 
the chance that one large 
company could vastly go 
down and ruin your overall 
performance. He believes 
if the markets continue their 
historical trajectory, you 
should do good over time.

Some other investing tips 
from Buffett include: “Panic 
can cause markets to seize 
occasionally and Berkshire’s 
ability to respond immedi-
ately in those cases both with 
great sums and certainty of 
performance may offer us 
an occasional large-scale 
opportunity. For whatever 
reasons, markets now ex-
hibit far more casino-like 
behavior than they did when 
I was young. The casino now 
resides in many homes and 
daily tempts the occupants.” 

Buffet is now 93 and has 
had stock market success 
for decades. He is conserva-
tive in many ways and now 
has an estimated $157 bil-

lion in cash. This is a much 
larger position than most 
companies.

Buffett lost his long-time 
vice chairman Charlie 
Munger last November 
at age 99. Charlie is called 
the architect while Warren 
served as general contrac-
tor. 

Munger’s key advice to 
Buffett years ago was to 
“purchase businesses at 
fair prices and give up buy-
ing fair businesses at a won-
derful price.” That was the 
creed that Berkshire Hatha-
way has lived by. The results 
prove that this approach 
works. From 1965 through 
2023, Berkshire attained a 
19.8% gain while the S&P 
500 did 10.2% during that 
same time period.

Warren Buffett is widely 
recognized as one of the best 
overall investors in America. 

Buffett’s company Berk-
shire Hathaway routinely 
out performs leading indi-
ces. Berkshire is a conglom-
erate. That was a term that 
had a bad connotation in 
the 1980’s, but this is not the 
case with Berkshire. They 
are major stock holders in 
companies such as Coca-Co-
la, Citigroup, Chevron Apple 

and Kraft Heinz. In addition, 
they own outright many 
companies including Fruit 
of the Loom, Duracell, Dairy 
Queen, Pilot Truck Stops and 
Benjamin Moore Paint.

Berkshire will only pur-
chase companies that are 
industry leaders, success-
ful and can be bought for a 
fair price. Warren does not 
believe in overpaying for 
anything. He has a huge 
amount of cash on hand and 

can invest in anything that 
interests him. He does not 
pay dividends or buy back 
lots of shares of his compa-
ny. He also does not believe 
in stock spits to reduce 
share prices. If you want 
to buy one A-share of Berk-
shire stock, you need about 
$615,000.

Buffett recently sent his 
yearly letter to stockholders, 
which is a widely anticipated 
annual event. In this year’s 

Brian King, R. PH. 
Jeffreys Drug Store 

724.745.6480 
1 North Central Avenue 

Canonsburg, PA  

Q:  

A:  

What is the best supplement 
for pain and infl ammation? 

 People with pain need to be willing 
to experiment with a few supplements 
to see what works best for them.  I 
have seen more people respond well 
to CBD supplements than any other 
by far.  They usually work better than 
over-the-counter pain relievers, without 
the stomach irritation.  Fortunately they 
have come down in price considerably.  
We have a few CBD companies, but 
my favorite one grows their hemp 
plants in Oregon on an organic farm.  
If a person does not get favorable 
results with CBD, then I would 
recommend a Turmeric/ Boswellia 
combination. 

Vitamin Expert

Please call us with any 
questions any time.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS 
Re: Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas Rate Increase

To Our Customers: 
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct public input hearings (in-person and telephonic) concerning 
Peoples Natural Gas and Peoples Gas’ request for an increase in rates. The In-Person and Telephonic public input 
hearings will be held at the following times and places:

In-Person Public Input Hearings:
In Monroeville, PA: In Butler, PA:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Community College of Allegheny County 
Boyce Campus – Auditorium 
595 Beatty Rd  
Monroeville, PA 15146-1396 
(724) 327-1327

Parking: Front of South Building – no pass 
required

Butler County Community College 
Main Campus – Founders Hall 
107 College Drive 
Butler, PA 16002 
(724) 287-8711

Parking: Lot #6 – no pass required

Telephonic Public Input Hearings:
Thursday, March 7, 2024 
1:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the public input hearing,

•  You must dial the toll-free Conference 
number below

•  You must enter the PIN number below 
when instructed

•  You must speak your name when 
prompted, and press #

•  Then, the telephone system will connect 
you to the hearing

Toll-free Conference Number: 
866.566.0649

Passcode: 
83345259

To participate in the telephonic public input 
hearing, you are to pre-register by 4:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you do 
not pre-register and provide the information 
listed below, you may not have an opportunity 
to testify. 

Pre-Registration Instructions for Telephonic 
Public Input Hearings:

Contacting the Office of Consumer Advocate 
(OCA) toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by email 
at consumer@paoca.org (in email, include 
following information):

(1) your first and last name; 
(2)  the date and time of the public input 

hearing at which you wish to testify;
(3)  a phone number where you can be reached 

prior to the hearing if we need to contact you;
(4) your email address if you have one; and 
(5)  if you require an interpreter to participate in 

the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Hearing Exhibits: If you have any hearing 
exhibits to which you will refer during the 
telephonic hearing, please email them to the 
OCA at consumer@paoca.org. The OCA will 
forward the exhibits to the Judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by: Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024.

Persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired and 
wish to attend, please dial 717 to be connected 
to a relay operator.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter to participate in an in-person or telephonic 
hearing, please pre-register as soon as possible. We will make every reasonable effort to have an 
interpreter present. If your request is too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time 
to arrange for an interpreter. To pre-register, contact the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) toll free 
at 1-800-684-6560 or by email at consumer@paoca.org.

Questions? 
The Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) represents the interests of utility customers 
before the PUC. If you have questions about the public input hearings or Peoples’ requested rate 
increase, please contact the OCA toll free at 1-800-684-6560 or by e-mail at consumer@paoca.org. 
The OCA can help customers register for the public input hearings and/or submit exhibits.
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MARKET WATCH

ACM Rsc 30.68 +8.89
AGNC Inv 9.39 -.06
Absci 4.69 -.23
AdialPh rs 1.62 +.75
AMD 176.54 -1.46
Agenus .75 -.03
Alphabt C 137.43 -2.67
Alphabt A 136.38 -2.50
Altimm 13.28 -.53
Amazon 173.16 -.38
AmAirlines 15.46 -.08
AEP 83.32 -.75
Ansys 333.09 -2.68
Apple Inc s 181.42 -1.21
AppliedT 7.40 +1.82
Arm Hldg n 133.86 -4.09
ArrayTch lf 14.10 +.46
AuroraInn A 2.61 -.13
Baidu 103.31 -9.05
Benefic A n .15 +.01
BeyondMt 9.83 +2.31
BitBroLtd rs 4.28 +1.79
BitDigital 2.79 -.31
BluebBio 1.68 -.07
Bumble 11.23 -1.95
CSX 37.68 -.16
CXApp 2.37 -.45
Canaan 1.85 +.10
Canoo Inc .11 -.01
CelsiusH s 67.77 +.25
ChargEnt .03 -.03
CipherMn 3.27 -.18
Cisco 48.06 -.25
CleanSp 18.08 -2.81
ClovrHlth .86 -.04
Coinbase 200.80 +1.58
Comcast 42.15 -.12
Connexa rs .25 +.02
ConstEnrg 170.83 +15.07
CoreSci n 3.83 +.14
DraftKin 42.33 +.85
eBay 47.89 +3.50
EditasM 11.07 +2.21
ElectArts 140.08 +.58
Ericsson 5.42 -.09
Esperion 2.57 -.33

Evergy 49.79 -.41
Exelon 35.80 -.41
FardyFut rs .06 -.02
FstSolar 149.25 +4.26
FuelCell 1.22 -.02
GeronCp 1.95 -.12
GrabHl A 3.08 -.07
GrnGiant h .04 -.00
HiveDigit 4.00 -.33
HonwllIntl 197.57 -.61
HuntBncsh 12.90 -.12
Hut8Min 8.73 -.56
IQIYI 3.67 
Incannex rs 6.27 +2.05
Infobird 1.01 -.28
IntgrlAdSi 10.01 -7.09
Intel 41.99 -.74
IntuitMch A 5.88 -.83
IovanceTh 17.43 -.04
IrisEnrgy 6.05 -.72
JD.com 22.81 -1.27
JaguaH .06 
JetBlue 6.42 -.11
KeurDrPep 30.03 +.53
LI Auto 45.29 -.92
LifeStnc 8.71 +2.01
LucidGrp 3.23 +.06
LuminrTc A 2.38 -.12
Lyft Inc 15.69 -.97
MarathDig 31.03 +.72
Marqeta 7.33 +.21
MarvellTch 67.54 -1.59
Mattel 19.66 +.05
Meta Plt 484.02 -3.03
MicCloud rs 10.10 +.67
MicronT 89.71 -2.14
Microsoft 407.72 +.24
Movella .40 +.15
NautRobot .35 +.04
NewellBr 7.30 +.01
Nikola .77 +.01
NwstBcsh 11.29 -.10
Novavx 4.41 -1.61
Nvidia 776.63 -10.38
OpendrTc 3.03 -.08
OpkoHlth .99 -.06
Pagay A 1.41 -.09
PaloAlt 316.15 +1.40

PapaJohns 70.15 -2.48
Paramnt B 11.06 -.19
Payoneer 4.47 -1.09
PayPal 60.25 +.09
PelotnIntr 4.64 -.06
PepsiCo 167.03 -1.13
PlugPowr h 3.43 -.12
PolstrAutA 1.83 +.34
PrestoAut .40 -.17
QuratRet A 1.48 +.08
RecrsPhA 12.94 -2.58
Redfin 7.00 -.16
Regetti 2.01 +.18
RiotBlck 15.65 -1.15
RiviaAu A 11.30 +.16
Robnhd A 16.13 -.12
RocktLab A 4.59 -.12
SMX Sc A rs .22 -.13
SeaStarMd .65 -.12
SiriusXM 4.43 -.26
SoFiTech 8.86 -.29
Sunrun 11.80 -.08
TG Thera 17.63 +3.72
TayshaGn 2.64 +.19
TeraWulf 2.10 -.20
Tesla 202.04 +2.31
TilrayBr 1.75 -.06
U Power n .07 -.00
UrbanOut 41.15 -6.03
Ventyx 7.77 +1.72
Veradigm 6.81 -.79
VertexEn 1.28 -.41
Viatris 12.29 -.94
VikingTh 94.50 +9.45
VivaniMed 3.74 +2.73
Vodafone 8.67 -.11
Volcon rs 1.21 +.34
WW Intl 3.82 +.17
WalgBoots 21.16 -.47
WBroDis A 8.71 +.01
Wendys Co 18.45 +.34
Wesbanc 28.33 -.31
Workhrs rs .34 
XP Inc 23.72 -.89
XeroxHld 18.76 -.04
ZoomVid 69.62 +1.45

                      Last     Chg.

A-B-C-D
ADT Inc 7.19 +.66
AES Corp 15.06 -.04
AFLAC 80.56 +.35
AMC Ent rs 4.99 +.18
ASE Tch 9.53 -.07
AT&T Inc 16.96 +.13
ATI Inc 48.61 -.27
AbbottLab 120.05 +.65
AbbVie 178.00 -.99
AcadiaRlt 16.56 -.05
AdvAuto 66.42 +1.67
Agilent 137.01 +4.46
Agiliti 9.87 -.01
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Agnico g 48.02 -.18
AirProd 232.41 +.68
AlamosGld 11.54 +.03
Albemarle 132.06 +3.47
Albertsns 20.50 -.30
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AlgonPw 5.78 -.14
Alibaba 74.59 -3.09
Alight 9.19 -.06
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Altice 2.99 +.03
Altria 40.99 +.09
Ambev 2.69 +.03
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AppHReit 16.06 +.14
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B&G Foods 11.40 +2.00
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Bakkt Hl 1.02 +.06
BallCorp 62.82 +.21
BcoBrad 2.82 -.02
BcoSantSA 4.13 +.03
BkofAm 34.31 +.03
BkNYMel 55.64 +.09
Barclay 8.63 +.07
BarrickGld 14.33 -.08
BathBody 48.33 +.92
BauschHl 9.20 +.02
Baxter 41.56 -.29
BaytexEn 3.45 -.04
Belden 84.20 +.32
BellRing 57.78 +1.66
BerkH B 412.14 +3.23
BestBuy 79.68 +.62
BlackBerry 2.69 -.02
Blackstone 126.32 -.43
BluOwlCp 15.04 -.05
BlueOwl A 17.82 -.17
Boeing 207.00 +5.60
BorgWarn 30.78 +.10
BostonSci 66.99 +.56
BrMySq 50.92 +.41
BritATob 29.73 -.39
BrixmorP 22.47 
Brookdale 5.71 -.20
BrkfldCp g 40.90 -.33
ButtrNtwk 1.48 -.02
C3.ai 29.69 -.41
CF Inds 79.90 +.12
CMS Eng 57.02 -.31
CNH Indl 11.91 -.05
CNX Resc 20.81 +.21
CVS Health 75.19 -1.08
Cabot 83.68 +.28
Caleres 37.39 -.43
CambrE rs .22 +.00
Cameco g 40.76 -.87
CdnNRs 66.23 +.12
CapOne 137.62 +.80
CardnlHlth 111.66 +2.05
Carnival 15.47 -.44
CarnUK 14.13 -.45
CarpTech 64.97 -.04
CarrGlb 54.76 -.28
Carvana A 75.47 -4.95
Catalent 57.94 -.26
Caterpillar 329.56 +1.93
CAVA Gr n 56.90 +.24

Cemex 7.68 -.28
CenovusE 17.26 -.27
Centene 78.39 -2.02
CenterPnt 27.48 -.17
ChrgePt 1.99 -.02
ChartInds 147.68 +16.19
Chegg 8.55 -.29
Chevron 152.34 +.18
Chewy 16.93 -.31
Chimera 4.25 -.12
ChinPhr .07 +.00
Cigna 335.13 -5.61
Cinemark 17.19 +.38
Citigroup 55.05 -.66
CitizFincl 30.74 -.22
CivitasRs 67.51 +2.43
Clarivate 7.07 -.31
ClearChan 1.70 -.24
ClearSec 18.60 +.18
ClevCliffs 20.30 -.41
Clorox 153.48 +1.59
CocaCola 60.40 +.06
Coeur 2.45 -.08
ColgPalm 86.81 +.40
Compass 3.83 +.41
ComstkRs 8.27 +.14
ConAgra 28.13 +.16
ConocoPhil 112.04 +.43
ConEd 86.65 -.23
CoreMain 47.78 +.46
CorebrFn 24.43 -.31
Corning 32.09 -.06
Corteva 54.54 -.59
Coterra 25.54 -.44
Coty 12.89 -.37
Coupang 18.24 +1.35
CrescPtE g 7.15 +.01
CrwnCstle 108.57 +2.93
CubeSmart 42.85 -.20
Cummins 270.36 +1.82
CushWake 9.81 -.02
Cybin Inc .35 
DWavQnt 1.99 +.11
Danaher 255.71 +.85
DarlingIng 40.69 -2.13
Deere 364.81 +4.15
Delek 24.67 -1.05
Dell C 93.25 +1.69
DeltaAir 42.01 +.03
DenisnM g 1.80 -.07
DesktpM .58 -.01
DeutschBk 13.38 -.07
DevonE 44.03 -.29
DiaOffsh 11.18 -.90
DiamRk 9.37 +.19
DianaShip 3.06 +.02
DigitalRlt 142.73 +4.50
DigitBrdg 18.12 +.17
Disney 110.80 +1.38
DomEngy 48.35 +.56
DbleVer 39.24 -2.31
DEmmett 12.95 -.20
Dow Inc 55.10 -.47
DuPont 69.63 +.41
DukeEngy 90.74 -.11
DunBradst 10.46 -.09
DutchBr 28.70 -1.03
Dynatrace 49.41 +.44

E-F-G-H
EOG Rescs 114.17 +.23
EQT Corp 36.58 +.06
Eaton 286.96 +3.39
EdisonInt 67.85 +.14
EdwLfSci 86.00 -.51
ElancoAn 15.93 -.53
EliLilly 757.64 -7.36
Embraer 19.25 +.30
EmergBio 3.20 -.10
EmersonEl 105.56 -.57
Enbridge 34.38 -.11
EndeaGp 23.50 -.94
EndvSilv g 1.45 -.03
EnFuel grs 6.42 -.24
EgyTrnsfr 14.53 -.16
Enerpls g 17.67 -.16
EntProdPt 27.39 -.22
Enviri 7.98 +.18
EnvistaH 20.87 -.57
Enviva .41 +.01
Equinor 24.89 +.01
EquitHld 34.18 -.35
EquitMid 10.42 
EqtyRsd 59.72 +.25
Euronav 17.73 +.03
Eventbr 5.80 -2.52
ExtraSpce 138.29 -1.93
ExxonMbl 104.32 +.29
FMC Corp 51.29 -1.49
FNBCp PA 13.31 -.35
FS KKR 18.54 -.28
FedExCp 244.37 +2.97
FidNatInfo 66.87 -.11
FstHorizon 14.05 -.08
FstInRT 52.87 -.14
FMajSilv g 4.43 -.16
FirstEngy 36.84 -.03
Fiserv 147.95 -2.70

Fluor 36.33 +.22
FootLockr 34.10 -.66
FordM 12.30 +.30
FortunaSlv 2.64 -.06
FrankRes 27.01 -.08
FrptMcM 37.41 -.75
fuboTV 2.04 +.04
FullTrck 6.55 -.12
GSK plc 42.34 -.04
GameStp 14.24 +.03
Gaotu Tch 7.64 -.12
Gap 19.24 -.46
GenElec 155.61 +1.62
GenMills 64.30 +.09
GenMotors 40.63 +.45
Genworth 6.21 -.02
GeoGrp 12.13 -.06
Gerdau 4.30 -.05
GinkgoBi 1.52 -.01
GlobNetL 7.16 -.18
GlobPay 130.06 -3.17
Globalstar 1.45 -.29
GoldFLtd 12.44 +.03
GoldmanS 393.18 +5.12
GrphTInt 1.58 +.13
GraphPkg 26.08 +.02
GreenDot 8.32 -.47
GpTelevisa 2.98 -.18
HF Sincl 54.62 -4.04
HP Inc 28.72 -.11
HSBC 38.49 +.13
Haleon 8.06 -.18
Hallibrtn 34.95 -.01
Hanesbds 5.23 +.09
HarleyD 36.40 +.22
HarmonyG 5.51 -.02
HawaiiEl 12.34 -.24
HlthcrRlT 13.57 +.29
HlthpeakPr 16.55 +.31
HeclaM 3.42 -.16
HelixEn 9.05 -.06
Hershey 186.21 -.96
Hess 145.40 +.08
HP Ent 14.86 -.03
HimnsHrs 13.33 -.10
HomeDp 377.61 +2.05
Hormel 30.83 -.07
HowmetAer 66.76 +.79
HudBayM g 5.81 -.01
HudsPacP 6.37 -.13
Humana 351.16 -11.54
Hyliion 1.68 +.11

I-J-K-L
IAMGld g 2.57 -.14
ICICI Bk 25.33 -.25
ING 13.71 -.04
Imax Corp 17.54 +1.75
IndiaGlC .35 +.01
Infosys 19.95 -.05
IngerRand 89.85 -.53
IBM 185.30 +.43
IntFlav 73.21 -1.23
IntPap 34.62 +.42
Interpublic 31.74 -.66
Invesco 15.29 -.11
InvitHm 33.65 +.12
ItauUnH 7.01 -.03
JPMorgCh 184.38 +.93
JanusHn 30.84 -.22
JansIntl 14.17 -.78
JohnJn 161.55 +.57
JohnContl 59.51 +.09
JumiaTch 5.62 -.07
JnprNtwk 37.05 -.11
KE Hldg 13.63 -.48
KKR 95.85 -.17
Kellanova 56.11 +.48
Kennamtl 24.83 +.08
Kenvue n 19.14 +.22
Keycorp 13.92 -.22
Kimco 19.63 +.07
KindMorg 17.15 -.02
Kinross g 4.78 -.08
Klaviyo n 27.83 -1.25
KnSwftT 55.89 -1.57
Kohls 28.04 -.56
Koppers 57.07 +4.05
KosmosEn 6.04 +.08
Kroger 48.53 +.16
LVSands 53.62 +.22
LibtyEngy 21.13 -.05
LifeTime 13.71 +1.29
LitAmAr n 4.74 +.59
LithiAm 4.76 +.15
LloydBkg 2.31 
Lowes 238.80 +3.41
LufxHldg 3.02 -.03
LumenTch 1.61 +.07
LyonBas A 98.79 -.21

M-N-O-P
MGIC Inv 19.91 +.52
MGM Rsts 42.19 +.19
MP Matl 15.23 -.39
MPLX LP 38.61 -.76
Macerich 16.38 +.01
Macys 18.41 -1.54
MagnolOil 22.23 +.06

Manulife g 23.74 -.36
MarathnO 24.12 -.17
MarathPt 167.16 -3.97
Masco 76.70 +.07
MasterBr 16.69 +.12
MasterCrd 478.85 +4.10
McDnlds 295.19 +1.43
McKesson 523.68 +4.70
MedProp 4.17 
Medtrnic 83.36 -.48
Merck 128.19 -.84
MetLife 69.34 +.18
MitsuUFJ 10.14 -.10
MorgStan 86.05 +.56
Mosaic 30.89 -.33
NCR Voyix 14.31 -.16
NOV Inc 16.92 -.28
NRG Egy 54.70 +.66
Nerdy A 2.49 -.56
NwGold g 1.19 +.06
NY CmtyB 4.54 -.15
NewmntCp 29.87 +.01
NextdrH 2.09 +.05
NextEraEn 55.04 -.52
NiSource 25.85 -.17
NikeB 104.35 -.80
NokiaCp 3.56 -.01
Nomura 5.76 -.01
NordicAm 4.14 +.06
Nordstrm 21.32 -.37
NorflkSo 253.55 +1.07
NorwCruis 18.70 -.39
Novartis 102.22 -.93
NovoNord s 121.54 -.69
Nu Hldg 11.07 -.07
NuScale 3.20 +.08
Nucor 192.19 -.93
OcciPet 60.26 -.34
OmegaHlt 31.53 +.28
On Hldg 34.25 +.15
ONEOK 74.37 
Oracle 111.68 +.30
Organon 17.83 -.21
OrionOff 3.68 -.75
OscrHl 15.98 -.81
OutfrontM 14.32 -.37
Ovintv g 47.85 +1.79
PBF Engy 45.81 -2.10
PG&E Cp 16.59 
PNC 145.69 -.26
PPG 140.48 -.43
PPL Corp 26.24 -.19
Pagsegur 13.83 +.06
Palantir 24.42 -.11
PalatinT 2.45 -1.52
PanASlv 12.21 -.28
ParPacHl 36.52 -3.55
ParamtGp 4.38 +.07
ParkHot 16.69 +.76
PeabodyE 24.72 -.37
PermRes 15.52 +.31
Perrigo 26.41 -.89
PetrbrsA 16.19 -1.03
Petrobras 16.72 -.98
Pfizer 27.04 +.15
PhilipMor 90.42 +.24
Phillips66 141.24 -4.10
PhysRltTr 11.14 +.21
Pinterest 36.12 +.04
PioNtrl 234.81 +1.06
PitnyBw 3.86 +.02
PwrScHld 20.86 -.84
ProLogis 133.99 +1.50
ProctGam 160.05 +.75
ProgsvCp 192.03 -.15
PSEG 62.63 +1.05
PulteGrp 106.43 -.43
PureStrg 42.12 +.64

Q-R-S-T
QuantmS 6.23 +.07
RadianGrp 28.99 +1.02
RangeRs 31.39 +.05
RaythTch 89.92 -.50
ReadyCap 8.49 -.44
RltyInco 52.02 -.29
RegionsFn 18.57 -.01
RepubSvc 185.95 +1.43
Revolve 21.35 +3.86
RioTinto 63.96 -1.02
RithmCap 10.63 -.01
RLX Tch 1.98 -.02
RckitCo 12.01 +.06
RylCarb 122.09 -1.16
Roblox 40.16 -.67
RyanSpcl 50.76 +3.52
SiteCtr 13.66 -.10
SpdrSCap 41.55 -.28
SPX Tch 116.40 +2.18
STMicro 44.92 -1.39
Salesforce 299.77 +.27
SamsaraA 33.21 -.57
Schlmbrg 48.16 -.30
Schwab 65.65 +.30
Sea Ltd 47.75 +1.02
SealAir 34.08 -.95
Sempra s 70.67 -.39
SentinOne 28.22 -.28

Shell plc 62.58 -.82
Shopify 75.56 -1.07
SibanyeSt 4.03 -.18
Smucker 121.83 -.81
SnapInc A 11.00 +.10
Snowflake 230.00 -4.03
SocQ&M 46.02 +.37
SouthnCo 66.81 +.35
SwstAirl 34.47 -.05
SwstnEngy 6.91 +.05
SpiritAero 29.50 +.33
SpiritAir 6.49 +.14
Square 78.42 +.71
StateStr 73.37 -.11
Stellantis 26.18 +.02
Stem Inc 2.73 +.17
Stride 58.49 +.83
Suncor g 33.85 +.22
SunnovEn 6.53 -.52
SunstnHtl 11.18 +.09
Sweetgrn 12.40 +.37
Synchrony 40.87 -.14
Sysco 80.67 -.47
TAL Educ 14.63 -.48
TJX 101.10 +.58
TKO Grp 82.93 -3.37
TaiwSemi 127.38 -1.21
TalosEn 13.00 -.21
Tapestry 47.72 +.19
Target 151.44 -.55
Technip 21.91 -.06
TeckRes g 37.47 -.85
Tegna 13.53 -.17
Teladoc 15.09 -.07
Tellurian .74 -.01
Teradata 36.89 -.38
TetraTech 4.08 +.23
TevaPhrm 13.09 -.21
Textainer 50.14 
3D Sys 4.02 -1.21
3M Co 91.46 -.84
Toast A 22.66 +.54
TopgolfCl 14.26 -.14
Transocn 4.78 -.05
TriContl 29.58 +.06
TriconRes 11.13 
TruistFn 34.81 -.07
Twilio 59.75 +1.99
Tyson 53.89 -.24

U-V-W-X-Y-Z
UDR 35.41 +.33
US Silica 11.44 -.36
UWM Hl 6.37 -.34
Uber Tch 77.73 -1.02
UiPath 23.36 -.32
UndrArm 9.00 +.11
UnAr C wi 8.61 +.12
UnionPac 253.99 +2.00
Unisys 5.28 -.35
UtdMicro 7.54 -.03
UPS B 147.77 -.50
US Bancrp 41.22 -.15
USSteel 47.51 +.13
UtdhlthGp 498.28 -15.14
UntySftw 29.29 -1.73
UnumGrp 49.36 +.16
Ur-Energy 1.57 -.06
UraniumEn 6.36 -.30
VF Corp 16.17 +.10
VICI Pr 29.56 +.17
Vale SA 13.37 -.25
ValeroE 139.21 -3.77
Ventas 42.48 -.16
VerizonCm 40.10 +.17
VertivHl 66.10 -.17
VictSec 28.97 -.85
Vipshop 19.53 +2.19
VirgnGal 1.75 -.15
Visa 285.63 +2.46
VistraEn 53.02 +2.04
W&T Off 2.98 -.04
WP Carey 55.63 +.75
WalMart s 59.62 +.03
WarbyPrk 12.79 -2.25
WsteMInc 207.26 -.52
Wayfair 57.69 +.35
WellsFargo 54.72 -.09
Welltower 91.86 -.26
WstnMids 33.42 -.62
WstnUnion 13.14 +.22
Weyerhsr 34.23 +1.33
WheatPr g 39.76 +.26
WmsCos 35.26 +.22
Wolfspeed 25.55 -.42
XeniaHtls 14.64 +.54
Xpeng 8.73 -.65
YETI Hl 41.51 +1.48
YPF Soc 17.07 -.34
Yum China 43.75 +1.23
ZIM Intg 12.45 -.09
ZTO Exp 19.14 +.10
ZetaGlb 10.60 -.16
Zoetis 199.94 +.94
Zuora 8.59 +.07

                      Last     Chg.
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-23.39
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Dow Jones
Industrials

Nasdaq
Composite

Standard &
Poor’s 500

Russell
2000
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 39,282.28 31,429.82 Dow Jones Industrials 38,949.02 -23.39 -.06 +3.34 +19.25
 16,717.04 13,400.45 Dow Jones Transportation 15,706.21 -90.67 -.57 -1.21 +6.37
 979.98 765.47 Dow Jones Utilities 841.37 -.99 -.12 -4.57 -5.54
 17,659.22 14,471.08 NYSE Composite 17,573.69 -24.62 -.14 +4.28 +13.85
 16,134.05 10,982.80 Nasdaq Composite 15,947.74 -87.56 -.55 +6.24 +40.14
 5,111.06 3,808.86 S&P 500 5,069.76 -8.42 -.17 +6.29 +28.30
 2,868.77 2,322.38 S&P MidCap 2,867.04 +.28 +.01 +3.07 +9.96
 51,337.12 37,776.71 Wilshire 5000 51,052.86 -98.21 -.19 +5.71 +29.12
 2,071.78 1,633.67 Russell 2000 2,040.31 -15.80 -.77 +.65 +7.47

Gold (troy oz., spot) $2031.00 $2027.50

Silver (troy oz., spot) $22.410 $23.106

Copper (pound, spot) $3.8275 $3.8665

Aluminum (pound, spot) $0.9729 $0.9908

Platinum (troy oz., spot) $885.10 $914.30

Lead (metric ton) $2112.00 $2043.50

Zinc, HG (pound) $1.0872 

Prime Rate 8.50 8.50
Discount Rate 6.00 6.00
Federal Funds Rate 5.25-5.50 5.25-5.50
Treasuries  

3-month 5.24 5.24
6-month 5.11 5.12
5-year 4.26 4.25
10-year 4.27 4.28
30-year 4.41 4.45

Expanded
financial data
is available 

at: www.observ-
er-reporter.com
For full access

to stocks,
mutual funds,
latest quotes
for individual 

issues, current 
gainers, losers

and most
active stocks,

click on:
AP Money Wire

in the online 
Business
section.

Advanced: 1,036

Declined: 1,281

Unchanged: 66

Volume: 3,541,572,017

NYSE diary

Advanced: 1,245

Declined: 2,255

Unchanged: 244

Volume: 5,183,019,253

Nasdaq diary

AP

Take some tips from financial expert Warren Buffett

For live-time 
stock quotes 

and more 
throughout 

the day, 
visit the New 
York Stock 

Exchange at 
www.nyse.com

Business

Gary Boatman
Your Financial Future


