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ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:

On or about July 18, 2006, a coalition of telecommunications carriers under the auspices of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) Task Force on Intercarrier Compensation (NARUC ICC Task Force) filed a proposed compensation plan with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) at CC Docket No. 01-92 (the ICC Docket).  The proposed plan, entitled the Missoula Plan, contains a detailed proposal to reform intercarrier compensation under state and federal law.  

On August 9, 2006, the FCC published notice of the filed Missoula Plan in 71 Federal Register 45511.  The FCC notice set Comment and Reply Comment deadlines of September 25, 2006 and November 11, 2006, respectively.  

The Missoula Plan proposes a comprehensive solution that would unify “intercarrier charges for the majority of lines, and moves all intercarrier rates for all traffic closer together.”  71 FR 45511.  The Missoula Plan contains provisions that affect matters under this Commission’s jurisdiction including the Commission’s authority to set intrastate carrier access charges.  

Upon review and consideration of the Missoula Plan and the FCC notice, the Commission concludes that it should take an active role in formulating and submitting its own substantive comments and reply comments.  
As part of this proactive response, the Commission concludes that the solicitation of detailed input from interested members of the public is appropriate.  This input should greatly assist the Commission in formulating and submitting detailed comments and reply comments on the Missoula Plan.  A significant part of this input solicitation is the organization of an appropriate workshop and facilitated discussion from interested participants on the Missoula Plan.  
Consequently, the Commission seeks participation from members of the regulated and unregulated
 telecommunications industry segments, consumer groups and their designated governmental agency representatives, and other interested participants in order to be of assistance in this Commission’s efforts.  
The Commission will issue an appropriate Secretarial Letter, post the matter on the Commission’s website, publish notice of the workshop in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, and serve a copy of this Order on the Pennsylvania Telephone Association and the Broadband Cable Association of Pennsylvania as well as the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Trial Staff, and the Office of Small Business Advocate.  
The Commission further concludes that the workshop should be transcribed and facilitated by an Administrative Law Judge in a public proceeding format.  The Commission takes this more flexible approach in order to obtain important information about the Missoula Plan’s impact in Pennsylvania while avoiding the more technical and formal requirements governing contested-on-the-record proceedings under the Public Utility Code and 52 Pa.Code §§1.1-1.96, 3.1-3.602, and 5.1-5.633 of our regulations.  

CONCLUSION

The Missoula Plan set forth in the filed NARUC ICC Task Force filing appears to have substantial impact in Pennsylvania.  The Commission concludes that a workshop to maximize the opportunities to provide the Commission with comments on the Missoula Plan is necessary and appropriate.  By conducting a proceeding before the deadline for filing Comments, the Commission can best fulfill its duty to protect Pennsylvania’s public interest; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:
1. That the Commission convene no later than September 15, 2006 a workshop and facilitated discussion for the purpose of soliciting comments and presentations on the Missoula Plan; 
2. That the Law Bureau prepare the appropriate Order and issue the appropriate Secretarial Letter; 
3. That the Office of Administrative Law Judge preside over the workshop and facilitated discussion consistent with this Order; and

4. That a copy of this Order be served upon the Office of Administrative Law Judge.  







BY THE COMMISSION,

                                                         


James J. McNulty,

                                                         


Secretary

(SEAL)
ORDER ADOPTED:  August 17, 2006
ORDER ENTERED:  August 23, 2006
�For example, member of the wireless industry.  
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