INSTRUCTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTING THE 1% SURCHARGE AS AUTHORIZED AT DOCKET NO. P-2008-2013624

At the February 14, 2008, Public Meeting of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, an Emergency Order was ratified authorizing passenger carriers to impose a temporary surcharge of 1%.  The surcharge is voluntary, however if implemented, all paying passengers must be charged.  Carriers desiring to impose the surcharge will be permitted to collect the surcharge beginning March 1, 2008, and may continue for a period of one year or March 1, 2009.  Carriers may make the 1% surcharge permanent by filing an amended tariff by March 1, 2009.  The surcharge is to be implemented as follows for the respective utility type:

Airport Transfer

Using the carrier’s current tariff on file with the Commission, the carrier will be permitted to add a 1% surcharge to each paying passenger’s fare.  For example, if the current fare for a trip is $25.00, a 1% surcharge of 25 cents will be added to the customer’s fare for a total of $25.25 ($25.00 x .01 = $25.25).  

Paratransit

Using the carrier’s current tariff on file with the Commission, the carrier will be permitted to add a 1% surcharge to each paying passenger’s fare.  For example, if the current fare for a trip is $10.00, a 1% surcharge of 10 cents will be added to the customer’s fare for a total of $10.10 ($10.00 x .01 = $10.10).  

Scheduled Route

Using the carrier’s current tariff on file with the Commission, the carrier will be permitted to add a 1% surcharge to each paying passenger’s fare.  For example, if the current fare is $5.00 for a trip, a 1% surcharge of 5 cents will be added to the customer’s fare for a total of $5.05 ($5.00 x .01 = $5.05).  

Taxicab

Carriers may choose either of the following options:

1.  Program the meter to add a 1% surcharge of the total fare at the conclusion of the trip.  For example, if the meter calculated $25.00 fare for a trip at the current rate in the carrier’s tariff, the meter would provide for a 1% surcharge of 25 cents to be added to the customer’s fare for a total of $25.25 ($25.00 x .01 = $25.25).  
2. Program the meter to add a 1% surcharge to flag drop rate and increment rate.  

For example, if the carrier’s current tariff on file with Commission requires a $2.00 flag drop, and 30 cent increment charge for each 1/6 of mile, a 1% surcharge will be added to each. Flag drop: $2.00 x .01 = .02.  Increment: $.30 x .01 = .0003.
(It is understood that some meters may not have the capacity to do either of these.  In that event, the carrier should contact the Compliance Office of the Motor Carrier Services and Enforcement Division at 717-787-1168.)

Carriers authorized to operate limousine or group and party 11 – 15 service may change their tariffs upon 24 hours of notice, therefore they may not implement the surcharge.

