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OPS Leadership



To protect people and the environment by advancing 
the safe transportation of energy and other 

hazardous materials that are essential to our daily lives. 

PHMSA’s Safety Mission



2024 OPS Priorities
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Data as-of 3-25-2024

PHMSA Regulated Pipeline 
Facilities OPS and States



Current Regulatory Agenda

vv
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

!

Pipeline Operational Status Rule 
(NPRM)



Class Location (FR)
GPAC March 2024

Leak Detection NPRM
May 2023

Liquefied Natural Gas (NPRM)

Gas Distribution NPRM
August 2023

Standards Update I (FR)
Issued - April 2024

Carbon Dioxide (NPRM)
Spring 2024



Rulemaking Timing
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PIPES Act Web Chart | PHMSA (dot.gov)
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• Multiple Congressional Oversight 
Committees
• Two House and one Senate committee
• Two bills have been introduced so far

– H.R. 6494, the Promoting Innovation in Pipeline Efficiency 
and Safety (PIPES) Act of 2023 (T&I, Dec 2023)

– H.R. 7655, the Pipeline Safety, Modernization, and 
Expansion Act of 2024 (E&C, March 2024)

– Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee 
bill pending

ReauthorizationReauthorization 2023/2024?
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• Topics
a. Voluntary Information-sharing System 
b. Extension of NGDISM (BIL) Grant Program
c. Excavation damage prevention provisions
d. Gaseous CO2 and transportation related storage 
e. Technology Pilot Programs 
f. Office of Public Engagement
g. Opportunity for formal hearing
h. Liquefied natural gas regulatory coordination
i. Pipeline information sharing with the public 
j. Notification of chapter 7 or 11 of title 11, USC filing
k. Many other provisions

ReauthorizationReauthorization 2023/2024?



Rappahannock County, Virginia
July 2021

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)
The BIL provides up to $973 billion over five years for:

 Roads, bridges, and bicycle and pedestrian safety ($350 billion)

 Public transit and rail ($210 billion)

 Transportation projects of national, regional and local significance ($30billion)

 Ports, airports and waterways ($42 billion)

 Water infrastructure ($91 billion)

 Broadband ($65 billion)

 Clean energy and power infrastructure ($65 billion)

 Resilience and environmental remediation ($71 billion)

 Pipeline repair, rehabilitation and replacement ($1 billion)



Rappahannock County, Virginia
July 2021

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) Dashboard

https://d2d.gsa.gov/report/bipartisan‐infrastructure‐law‐bil‐maps‐dashboard
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Gas Distribution Significant Incidents 2023  
Leading Causes:

Excavation Damage – Third Party
Other Outside Force Damage – Vehicular Damage 
Incorrect Operation

Data as-of 3-22-2024
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Gas Distribution Excavation Damage 2005-2023

Data as-of 3-22-2024

Number of Significant Incidents caused by Excavation Damage has 
fluctuated since 2005 but trending upwards since 2012
Damages per 1,000 Tickets has decreased 34% since 2010



Pipeline Excavation Damages
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Grants to Support Damage Prevention
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• Technical Assistance Grants - $2.0 million

• State Damage Prevention Program Grants - $1.5 
million

• One-Call Grants - $1.06 million

• States Base Grants - $82.0 million

Grants to Support Damage Prevention
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Adequacy Map  2021 - 2022
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Enforcement



• Regulations alone will not help us reach zero incidents.
• SMS is the key to closing the safety gaps that cause incidents.
• Implementation of a SMS underpinned by a culture of safety is 

needed to get us to our goal of zero incidents.

Safety Management Systems



• The number of natural gas distribution 
operators who have implemented a SMS in 
accordance with RP1173.

• The progress made by operators who have 
implemented or are in the process of 
implementing a SMS.

• The feasibility of an operator implementing a SMS based on the size 
of the operator as measured by:

(A) the number of customers 
(B) the amount of natural gas the operator transports 

• Anticipate Report release in the coming weeks

Sec. 205 SMS Report to Congress



 February 16, PHMSA launched a redesigned Enforcement 
Transparency webpage that improves its functionality. New 
features include:
 All-in-one location for enforcement documents and data

 Ease of navigation and enhanced search capabilities

 Mobile phone-friendly design

 Getting there remains easy:
1. Start at PHMSA’s home page at https://www.phmsa.dot.gov
2. Hover over “Regulations and Compliance.”
3. Click on “Enforcement.”
4. Click on “Pipeline Enforcement.”
5. Click on “Enforcement Transparency Webpage”

Enforcement Transparency Webpage

21



Enforcement Transparency Webpage (cont.)
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Questions?


