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Commissioners Present:


Wendell F. Holland, Chairman


James H. Cawley, Vice Chairman


Tyrone J. Christy


Kim Pizzingrilli

Application of Limo Today, Inc., a corporation of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for the right to begin to transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, persons, in limousine service, between points in Pennsylvania, excluding the right to transport between points in Allegheny County; which is to be a transfer of all the right authorized under the certificate issued at   A-00114297, F. 3 to Limo Today.Com, Inc., t/d/b/a Hollywood Limo & Transportation, subject to the same limitations and conditions.  


A-00124027

__________
Michael Ira Stump, Esquire, for the applicant.
__________
O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed July 23, 2007.  Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of August 18, 2007 with protests due by September 10, 2007.  No protests were filed.  The unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing.


By letter dated September 24, 2007, applicant was requested to submit a verified statement by October 24, 2007.  The verified statement of applicant was received on October 22, 2007.  Additional information regarding applicant’s financial information was requested by letter dated October 26, 2007.  The information was received November 16, 2007.  
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS



Limo Today, Inc. (applicant) seeks to begin providing statewide limousine service by acquiring through transfer the limousine right held by Limo Today.Com, Inc., t/d/b/a Hollywood Limo & Transportation.  Applicant has no prior history of non-compliance with Commission regulations and transferor has no outstanding fines or assessments.  


Glenn Centolanza is the owner and sole shareholder of Limo Today, Inc.  He has 25 years of transportation experience.  For the past 12 months, Mr. Centolanza has been managing the day to day responsibilities for the owner of Limo Today.Com, Inc. and he intends to retain the current office staff of five people.  Applicant’s office is located at 1560 Street Road, Bensalem, Bucks County.  This facility has 1,000 square feet of office space and vehicles are parked in an above-ground parking lot.    


Transportation requests are received via telephone, internet and walk-ins.   Business hours are 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday and 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Sunday.  A dispatcher is available for after hour’s coverage.  All reservations and records are maintained through a reservation software system.


Applicant will retain all current 25 drivers.  Hiring requirements include a minimum requirement of five years of limousine driving experience.  New drivers must view a video and complete hands-on training with the office manager.  Applicant will rely on its insurance company to perform background checks on driving history and notify it of license status.  Pre-employment and random drug and alcohol testing is required.  Communication with drivers is maintained via cellular phone.  


Applicant’s safety program includes oil changes and safety checks every 3,000 miles.  Drivers are required to complete a vehicle maintenance sheet, which includes a 16 point checklist, for each trip.  All vehicles receive annual tune-ups and are inspected and repaired by a certified state inspection facility.  


A list of 26 vehicles currently in applicant’s fleet was submitted; however, the seating capacity was not listed.  Therefore, applicant is advised that in order to utilize any vehicles in service between points in Pennsylvania, with a seating capacity of more than 10 passengers, it must apply for a different type of authority.  Applicant is further advised to become familiar with the vehicle and equipment requirements at 52 Pa. Code §29.333, particularly regarding the age requirements of vehicles.  By Commission Order entered June 1, 2007, at       P-00072274, the effective date for vehicle age requirements was extended to January 1, 2008.  Effective January 1, 2008, vehicles operated in limousine service may not be more than 8 model years old, unless otherwise permitted by the Commission.  


The balance sheet of the applicant dated May 30, 2007, shows total assets of $1,085,000, including $85,000 in cash, and total liabilities of $1,741,547 for negative equity of $656,547.  Although applicant’s equity is a negative figure, this consists of long term obligations, which are loans from the transferor and applicant’s owner; therefore, applicant’s assets are quite sufficient to cover current liabilities and operating expenses.  Projected revenue of $1,500,000 will return a net income of $150,000 after projected expenses of $1,350,000.    



A review of the record before us indicates that the applicant possesses the technical expertise, experience, facilities, sufficient capital and other resources necessary to provide the proposed service.


Act 94 of 2004 transferred regulatory oversight of Philadelphia medallion taxicabs and various other types of passenger carriers serving Philadelphia from this Commission to the Philadelphia Parking Authority.  Act 94 was effective on April 10, 2005.  The applicant has applied for authority, part of which now falls under the jurisdiction of the Philadelphia Parking Authority.  The Commission does not have jurisdiction to approve that part of the applicant’s requested authority that includes service now regulated by the Philadelphia Parking Authority.  Therefore, only the service regulated by the Commission is approved.  The applicant must apply with the Philadelphia Parking Authority to provide service between points in Philadelphia, and from any airport, railroad station or hotel located in whole or in part in Philadelphia.


We advise the applicant to become familiar with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code as applicable to the operation of a common carrier as authorized by this grant of authority.  Failure to comply with all applicable requirements may subject the carrier to penalties, including fines, suspension of operating rights or cancellation of authority.  Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Code may be accessed at www.pacode.com.  
After complete review of the record, we find:  

1. Applicant is fit, willing and able to provide the service proposed.
2. Transfer of the authority is in the public interest and is necessary for the continued accommodation and convenience of the public; THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:  That the application is hereby approved and that a certificate be issued granting the following right:  

To transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, persons, in limousine service, between points in Pennsylvania, excluding the right to transport between points in Allegheny County and excluding service under the jurisdiction of the Philadelphia Parking Authority.
subject to the following general conditions:


That the approval hereby given is not to be understood as committing the Commission, in any proceedings that may be brought before it for any purpose, to fix a valuation on the property and/or right(s) to be acquired by applicant from the present certificate holder equal to the consideration to be paid therefore, or equal to any value that may be placed thereon by applicant, or to approve or prescribe rates sufficient to yield a return thereon.




IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the applicant shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this order until the following is submitted to the Commission:


1.
Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance.


2.
A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements above set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above-determined.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right. 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of entry this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with this order, the right granted the transferor, Limo Today.Com.Inc., t/d/b/a Hollywood Limo & Transportation at       A-00114297, F. 3, be canceled and the record marked closed.








BY THE COMMISSION,PRIVATE 








James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL) 
ORDER ADOPTED:  December 20, 2007
ORDER ENTERED:   December 21, 2007
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