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ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:


On March 20, 2008, pursuant to Section 1102(a)(1) of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. §1102(a)(1), Pennsylvania-American Water Company 
(PAWC or Applicant), 800 West Hersheypark Drive, Hershey, PA 17033, filed an Application for approval to begin to offer, render, furnish, or supply wastewater service to the public in a portion of Highland Township, Chester County.

PAWC is a regulated public utility company, duly organized and existing under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and engaged in the wastewater treatment and disposal business in portions of Pennsylvania representing a population of more than 15,000 customers.


By this Application, PAWC seeks approval to expand its service territory into a portion of Highland Township as described in Exhibits B-1 and B-2 of the Application.  By letter dated October 22, 2007, a residential customer (customer) has requested wastewater service to his property at 30 Boroline Road, Parkesburg, Pennsylvania.  A copy of this letter is shown as Exhibit H of the Application.  
Presently, this customer’s existing septic system is not located on his property and access and ownership of the property upon which the septic system is located is unlikely.  Therefore, the customer would like to disconnect from his present septic system and tie onto PAWC’s wastewater line installed along Boroline Road in Highland Township.  By letter dated July 20, 2007, shown as Exhibit G of the Application, the Board of Supervisors of Highland Township gave their approval.

The sewer lateral to be installed to serve this customer will cost approximately $3,000 and will be completed under PAWC’s tariff rules regarding main extensions.  The rates to be charged in the proposed service area will be those rates currently being charged in the Coatesville Wastewater tariff.  This customer will pay a flat rate of $148 per year.  Water service to the requested territory is provided by an on-lot well.
Proofs of service and publication were filed.  No protests were filed to this Application and no hearings were held.  In addition, all assessments and annual reports are currently filed.  
By letter dated January 16, 2008, the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) informed PAWC that sewer connections were prohibited until PAWC revised its Connection Management Plan (CMP) and the revised plan was approved by DEP.  On May 12, 2008, PAWC filed its revised CMP with DEP and on May 14, 2008, the property was approved for connection to the system.    
Based upon the facts that PAWC will expand their service territory to customers in compliance with our regulations, that the economies of scale of an expanded customer base has a beneficial effect on existing customers, and that PAWC will be meeting the needs of new customers without any detriment to its existing customers, the Commission finds that the granting of PAWC’s Application for extension of service territory is necessary or proper for the service, accommodation, convenience, or safety of the public.  For these reasons, the record provides substantial evidence of affirmative public benefit to warrant approval of this Application under City of York v. Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, 295 A.2d 825 (Pa. 1972);  THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.
That the Application of Pennsylvania-American Water Company at Docket No. A-2008-2032091 is hereby approved.

2.
That a Certificate of Public Convenience be issued pursuant to Section 1102(a)(1) of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. §1102(a)(1), authorizing Pennsylvania-American Water Company to begin to offer, render, furnish, or supply wastewater service to the public in a portion of Highland Township, Chester County, as described in Exhibits B-1 and B-2 in the Application.

3.
That Pennsylvania-American Water Company shall submit within ten days after the date of entry of this Order a tariff or tariff supplement reflecting the adoption of the additional service territory granted herein.

4.
That a copy of this Order be served upon the Applicant, the Office of Trial Staff, the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Small Business Advocate, and the Department of Environmental Protection, Southcentral Office and Central Office-Bureau of Regulatory Counsel.

5.
That the record at A-2008-2032091 be marked closed by the Secretary of the Commission following the completion of the directives contained in ordering Paragraph No. 3.


BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty


Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  June 5, 2008
ORDER ENTERED:  June 6, 2008
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