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Wayne E. Gardner

Application of John C. Delauter, t/a Delauter’s A-1 Services, for amendment to his common carrier certificate, which grants the right, inter alia, to transport, by motor vehicle, household goods in use, between points in York County and from points in York County to points in Lancaster, Dauphin, Cumberland and Adams Counties and from points in Lancaster, Dauphin, Cumberland and Adams Counties to points in York County:  SO AS TO PERMIT the transportation of household goods in use, from points in the county of York to points in Pennsylvania and vice versa.

A-00121541
A-2008-2025345


________________

John C. Delauter, pro se.

_______________

O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed January 22, 2008.  Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of April 5, 2008, with protests due by April 21, 2008.  No protests were filed.  The unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing.  


By letter dated April 29, 2008, applicant was requested to submit verified statements in support by May 29, 2008.  The verified statement of applicant was received       May 23, 2008.
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS



John C. Delauter, t/a Delauter’s A1 Services (applicant) seeks to amend his household goods authority to include service from points in York County to other points in Pennsylvania.  Applicant was issued certificates of public convenience for property authority in March, 2005 and household goods authority in August, 2007.  The record shows two closed complaints for various minor violations.  


Mr. Delauter operates his business from 388 Newcomer Road, Windsor, York County.  Requests for business are either by telephone or through the company’s website.  Office hours are Monday through Saturday, 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.  All moves are completed in one day.  Communication with drivers is maintained via two-way radio or cellular phone.  Records are stored on a Dell PC with paper records as backup.  


Applicant currently employs two office staff, one supervisor, two drivers/movers and three movers.  He plans to hire additional movers and supervisors.  Drivers are required to complete an application and interview.  Driving history and criminal background checks are performed and maintained on file.  Drivers must also obtain a valid medical card and submit to a road test and random drug and alcohol testing.  Applicant does not utilize temporary employment agencies.   



Applicant currently uses three box trucks, which are stored on his property.  All trucks are maintained regularly and inspected annually.  Drivers are required to perform daily inspections and keep records of the inspection.  


Hiring standards for drivers require checking driver’s license status and driving history.  Drivers must have prior driving experience, submit to a blood test, have a clean driving record and be polite and professional.  They are required to be trained in the vehicle they will operate and pass a driving test.  Random drug and alcohol tests are conducted annually.  Any evidence of substance abuse or driving infractions will result in immediate termination of employment. 


The balance sheet of the applicant dated July 30, 2007 shows total assets of $2,532,500, including $112,500 in cash, and total liabilities of $1,669,500, for total owner’s equity of $863,000.  Projected revenue of $180,000 will return a net income of $48,800 after taxes and projected expenses of $131,200.


Applicant currently has valid insurance on file with this Commission to cover his household goods service; however, a new Form E and Form H filing will be required to provide evidence of coverage for the amended operating territory. 


Support for the proposed service was presented in the form of verified statements from three businesses located in York County.  




A review of the record before us indicates that the applicant possesses the technical expertise, experience, equipment, facilities, sufficient capital and other resources necessary to provide the proposed service.


We advise the applicant of the obligation to become familiar with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code as applicable to the operation of a common carrier as authorized by this grant of authority.  Failure to comply with all applicable requirements may subject the carrier to penalties, including fines, suspension of operating rights or cancellation of authority.  Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Code may be accessed at www.pacode.com.
After complete review of the record, we find:  

1. Applicant seeks to amend his household goods authority to include transportation from points in York County to other points in Pennsylvania, and the application is unopposed.

2. The application is supported by three parties.

3.   Applicant has the equipment, ability and fitness necessary to render the                  service, as amended.

4.   The evidence of record is sufficient to establish necessity for the                             service, as amended.

5.   Approval of the application, as amended, is necessary for the accommodation        and convenience of the public; THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:  That the right under the certificate issued September 18, 2007, shall be amended to include the following right:  



To transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, household goods in use,



from points in the county of York to points in Pennsylvania and vice versa.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the applicant shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this order until the applicant has received final approval from the Commission.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That final approval shall not be issued until the following are submitted to the Commission and approved by the Commission:

1.   Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance.


2.   Form H, as evidence of cargo liability insurance.


3.   A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right. 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above determined.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of entry of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.







BY THE COMMISSION,PRIVATE 








James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  August 7, 2008
ORDER ENTERED:  August 11, 2008  
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