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Application of Mont Alto Volunteer Fire Company No. 1, a corporation of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for the right to begin to transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, persons, in paratransit service, from points in the counties of Franklin, Adams, Fulton, Cumberland and Dauphin, to points in Pennsylvania, and return.
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O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed June 6, 2008.  Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of June 21, 2008 with protests due by July 7, 2008.  No protests were filed.  The unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing.  



By letter dated July 15, 2008, applicant was requested to submit the verified statements by August 15, 2008.  The verified statement of applicant was received August 18, 2008 and verified statements in support were received August 27, 2008.   

DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS



Mont Alto Volunteer Fire Company No. 1 (applicant) seeks the initial right to transport persons in paratransit service.  Charles Baker is currently the president of Mont Alto Volunteer Fire Company No. 1.  He has 26 years of experience in law enforcement.  His duties include the daily operations of the company and dealing with the employees as well as the public. Mont Alto Volunteer Fire Company No. 1 is a non-profit corporation of Pennsylvania; therefore, there are no shareholders.  Applicant has no prior history of non-compliance with Commission regulations. 


Business operations are conducted from an office located at 603 South Main Street, Mont Alto, Franklin County.  All maintenance and medical records are kept at this facility.  Customers can contact the company by phone or fax.  Drivers are dispatched from this office and maintain contact with the office via cellular phone or mobile radios installed in the vehicles.  Business hours are 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 



Applicant currently has 20 employees and does not anticipate hiring any additional employees.  All employees are required to have a current, valid driver’s license.  New employees’ criminal history records will be checked upon hiring and every two years thereafter.  Driver’s licenses will also be checked annually.  New employees will be required to successfully complete ten hours of driver training with a senior driver and take a proficiency test with a supervisor and a company officer before operating company vehicles.  Applicant has a zero tolerance policy for drug and alcohol usage and all employees are subject to random and post-accident screening.  


Applicant will use a 1999 Dodge Ram 250 van and a 2003 Ford E250 van.  Drivers will perform pre-trip inspections and report any problems immediately.  Vehicles are inspected annually and a preventive maintenance program is in effect for vehicles, and all specialized equipment, such as van lifts and wheelchairs.  Maintenance files are kept on all vehicles and equipment, which includes dates of service, cost of repairs and replacement of equipment. 


The balance sheet of applicant dated August 13, 2008 shows total assets of $667,165, which includes vehicles to be used in operation and cash of $58,284.  Total liabilities are $114,572, for owner’s equity of $552,593.  Projected revenue of $403,530 will return a net income of $107,630, after projected expenses of $295,900, which includes insurance expense.


Applicant has presented support from the Quincy Retirement Community, Quincy Township Supervisors and the Borough of Mont Alto.  These parties have expressed support for applicant’s transportation of the elderly and disabled in their respective communities, all located in Franklin County.  No support statements were submitted for the counties of Adams, Fulton, Cumberland and Dauphin and, therefore, those counties will be eliminated from the applicant’s grant of authority.


We advise the applicant to become familiar with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code as applicable to the operation of a common carrier as authorized by this grant of authority.   Failure to comply with all applicable requirements may subject the carrier to penalties, including fines, suspension of operating rights or cancellation of its authority.  Title 52 of the Pa. Code is available online at www.pacode.com.


After complete review of the record, we find:    
1. Applicant seeks the initial right to provide paratransit service and the
      application is unopposed.

2.   Applicant is supported by three parties.

3.   Applicant has the equipment, ability and fitness necessary to render the

      service, as amended.
4.   The evidence of record is sufficient to establish necessity for the service, as 

      amended.

5.   Approval of the application, as amended, is necessary for the accommodation        and convenience of the public; THEREFORE, 


IT IS ORDERED:  That the application is hereby approved granting the following right, as amended:  

To transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, persons, in paratransit service, from points in the county of Franklin to points in Pennsylvania, and return;


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the applicant shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this order until the applicant has received a certificate of public convenience from the Commission.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That a certificate of public convenience shall not be issued until the following are submitted to the Commission and approved by the Commission:

1.
Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability 



insurance.


2.
A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right. 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above-determined.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of entry of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  








BY THE COMMISSION,PRIVATE 








James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  October 9, 2008
ORDER ENTERED:  October 14, 2008
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