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ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:

On August 25, 2008, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(l) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present                          levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the          proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v) An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.   
Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with

Section 57.72(d) (3), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Monroe County Commissioners, Monroe County Planning Commission, Polk Township Supervisors and Polk Township Planning Commission.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

PPL Electric seeks Commission’s approval for the siting and construction of a 138 kV transmission tap line to the existing Gilbert 69-12 kV Substation.  PPL Electric plans to convert a portion of this substation from 69 kV operation to 138 kV operation in 2009.  The proposed project removes the Gilbert 69 kV Tap #2 connection to Transformer #2 at the Gilbert 69-12 kV Substation and replaces it with a new 138 kV tap line connection to the Gilbert Substation from the Siegfried-Jackson 138 kV Line.  As part of the overall project, the Gilbert Substation Transformer #2 will be upgraded from a 69-12 kV transformer to a 138-12 kV transformer.  This work is required to reduce loading on the heavily loaded Jackson-Stroudsburg 138/69 kV Line in 2009 and ultimately to prepare for the conversion of the transmission system in the Southern Pocono area from 69 kV to 138 kV operation.  The conversion of the transmission system in the Southern Pocono area from 69 kV to 138 kV operation will enable PPL Electric to meet the increasing demand for electricity and improve reliability of service in the area. The proposed Gilbert 138 kV Tap #2 Line will be constructed entirely on land already owned by PPL Electric.  The project is located in Polk Township, Monroe County.
PPL Electric states that the proposed tap line will be approximately 125 feet long and will consist of two spans.  Two direct-embedded, guyed, steel poles will be required to provide the new tap into the substation.  The tap pole will be 115 feet in height, and the second pole will be 80 feet in height.  The new poles and wires will be located entirely on PPL Electric-owned property.

PPL Electric also states that the proposed tap line will consist of three power conductors.  The power conductors will be 5563 KCMIL 24/7 strand ACSR.  No overhead ground wire (OHGW) will be required on the proposed tap line due to the height of the tap pole (115 feet).  The OHGW on the existing transmission line will provide adequate protection into the substation.

PPL Electric states that the proposed project is necessary for reliable transmission and distribution of electricity to the public.  Specifically, it is needed to alleviate conductor overloading on the Jackson-Stroudsburg 138/69 kV Line thereby avoiding a sustained interruption of more than 80 MW of load, or approximately 15,000 customers during peak winter conditions.
PPL Electric states that the project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or exceeds National Electrical Safety Code (“NESC”) standards and all applicable legal requirements.  The proposed project will not create an unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.   
PPL Electric states that the proposed project will have no visual impacts because similar transmission facilities will replace transmission facilities that already exist on the PPL Electric-owned Gilbert Substation property as well as the transmission line rights-of-way north and south of the Gilbert Substation.  No railroads, communication towers, pipelines or other utilities will be affected by the proposed project.  Pleasant Valley Airport is closest to the proposed facilities, and it is approximately 4.9 miles east from the project location.

PPL Electric states that the proposed project will not affect any unique geological, scenic or natural areas.  No National Natural Landmarks, parks or recreational facilities are located near the project area.  There are no potential impacts for species of special concern and resources within, or in close proximity to, the area.  PPL Electric will employ its “Specification for Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control on Transmission Line Rights-of-Way” as appropriate.

PPL Electric states that the total estimated cost of the proposed project is approximately $534,000.  The project is scheduled to start in March 2009 in order to meet an in-service date of November 2009.
The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utility Corporation regarding Gilbert 138 kV Tap #2 transmission line reconstruction in Polk Township, and Monroe County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.

BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty

Secretary
(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  November 6, 2008
ORDER ENTERED:   November 12, 2008
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