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ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:

On October 10, 2008, Duquesne Light Company (“Duquesne Light”) filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(l)(iv), of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 


right-of-way.

(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present           levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the          proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v) An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

 (vi)
An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with

Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Plum Borough, Springdale Borough, Allegheny County Council, Plum Borough Planning and Zoning Authority, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.
Duquesne Light seeks Commission’s approval to construct and/or relocate portions of six (6) 138 kV transmission lines between and near the Cheswick West Yard 
Substation and Logans Ferry Substation sites.  The Cheswick West Yard Substation is located in Springdale, Pennsylvania adjacent the north bank of the Allegheny River near the Cheswick Power Station.  The Logans Ferry Substation is located in Plum Borough, Pennsylvania on an area between the south bank of the Allegheny River and Coxcomb Hill Road.
The six transmission lines, which are the subject of this Letter of Notification, have proposed routes of 3,885 feet for Cheswick-Wilmerding Z-50; 3,900 feet for Cheswick-Wilmerding Z-51; 4,840 feet for Cheswick-Logans Ferry Z-52; 3,772 feet for Cheswick-Logans Ferry Z-53;  2,776 feet for Cheswick-Plum Z-54; and 2,573 feet for Logans Ferry-Universal Z-152.
Duquesne Light states that transmission line circuits Cheswick -Wilmerding Z-50, Z-51, and the Cheswick-Logans Ferry Z-53 line will require minor route modifications at the Cheswick West Yard to better align the 138 kV line routes near the Logans Ferry Substation site.  The existing 138 kV Cheswick-Universal Z-52 line will be split into two (2) circuits by a reroute through the Logans Ferry Substation, thus creating the Cheswick-Logans Ferry  Z-52 circuit and a new Logans Ferry-Universal     Z-152 circuit.  The existing 138 kV Logans Ferry-Plum Z-54 line will be rerouted to originate at the Cheswick West Yard Substation creating the Cheswick-Plum Z-54 circuit.  The Cheswick-Logans Ferry Z-52 & Z-53 138kV lines will utilize high-temperature conductor to provide better load carrying capacity.

Duquesne Light states that the proposed rearrangement will require the construction of one (1) tower structure, 33 pole structures, approximately 150,000 feet of conductor, including shield wire, and will involve the removal of two (2) tower structures as part of the project. The final reconfiguration will reduce the amount of river crossings from six (6) to five (5) and will include better alignment of each line along the existing 
Duquesne Light 138 kV corridor near the Logans Ferry Substation area.  No alteration of right-of-way will occur for this project and each rearranged line will be less than one (1) mile in new construction. 

Duquesne Light states that all line rearrangements will be located on Duquesne Light owned parceled property or Duquesne Light right-of-way except where each line crosses the Allegheny River, and/or the state maintained SR 2082 - Coxcomb Hill Road.  A license and permission will be obtained from the Allegheny Valley Railroad for removal of the existing six (6) crossings of Circuits 66104, 66105, 66106,  Z-50, Z-52 and Z-53 and construction of five (5) new 138kv crossings for Circuits Z-50, Z-51, Z​52, Z-53 and Z-54.  Additional licenses and permits will be obtained for the river crossings and the state road crossing from the appropriate entities.
Cheswick-Wilmerding Z-50 Circuit

The existing 138kV Cheswick-Wilmerding Z-50 circuit connects the Duquesne Light Wilmerding Substation with the Duquesne Light Cheswick West Yard Substation.  Duquesne Light proposes to rearrange a segment of this line to other structures and to relocate the termination point of this line at the Cheswick West Yard Substation to better align this and other transmission line routes near the Logans Ferry Substation.  This is a rearrangement of existing facilities and no new structures will be constructed.  This proposed route change will consist of a total of two (2) spans at approximately 3,885 feet in total length from the Cheswick West Substation Yard to tower structure l233A.  The remainder of this existing line is unchanged.

Cheswick-Wilmerding Z-51 Circuit

As part of this project Duquesne Light proposes to rearrange a segment of this line to other structures and to relocate the termination point of this line at the Cheswick West Yard Substation, to better align this and other transmission line routes near the Logans Ferry Substation.  This is a rearrangement of existing facilities with one new H-frame to be constructed.  This proposed route change will consist of a total of three (3) spans at approximately 3,900 feet in total length from the Cheswick West Substation Yard to tower structure l233A.  The remainder of this existing line is unchanged.

  Cheswick-Logans Ferry Z-52 Circuit

The existing 138kV Cheswick-Universal Z-52 circuit connects the Duquesne Light Universal Substation with the Duquesne Light Cheswick West Yard Substation and passes through the Duquesne Light Colfax Substation.  Duquesne Light proposes to eliminate the existing transmission line route through the 69kV Colfax Substation and reroute the line from the Duquesne Light Cheswick West Yard Substation directly to the Logans Ferry Substation.  The remainder of the existing Z​-52 line will be renamed Circuit Z-152 and originate at the Logans Ferry Substation and proceed to the Universal Substation with some minor changes involved.

The new route for the Cheswick-Logans Ferry Z-52 circuit consists of constructing a 4,840-foot 138kV transmission line originating from the Cheswick West Yard Substation Facility and connecting to the Logans Ferry Substation site.  An unoccupied Duquesne Light tower structure will be utilized for the river crossing span. The Line will require seven (7) single circuit steel poles to Logan’s Ferry Substation.

Cheswick-Logans Ferry Z-53 Circuit

Duquesne Light proposes to reroute and reconductor the existing circuit    Z-53 to facilitate the rearrangement with other 138 kV transmission lines traversing similar routes and to improve its load carrying capacity.  The existing 138kV Cheswick-Logans Ferry Z-53 circuit connects the Duquesne Light Cheswick West Yard Substation with the Duquesne Light Logans Ferry Substation.  The existing route utilizes the single circuit tower 803 structure from the Cheswick West Yard Substation to complete the existing river crossing and then occupies one side of the double circuit towers 1236 and 1237 prior to entering the Logans Ferry Substation.  The relocated Cheswick-Logans Ferry Z-53 circuit will originate from a new position at the Cheswick West Yard and reuse the existing single circuit tower 803 structure for the river crossing and will require construction of three (3) new steel pole structures to complete the line at the Logans Ferry Substation site.  A total of 3,772 feet of new construction is anticipated.

Cheswick-Plum Z-54 Circuit
Duquesne Light proposes to relocate the termination point of the existing circuit Z-54 from the Logans Ferry Substation to originating at the Cheswick West Yard Substation.  This new arrangement will also include the construction of one (1) new single circuit tower and two (2) steel poles to facilitate the rearrangement with other 138 kV transmission lines near the Logans Ferry Substation site.  The existing 138kV Logans Ferry-Plum circuit Z-54 connects the Duquesne Light Logans Ferry Substation with the Duquesne Light Plum Substation.  The existing route utilizes single circuit wood poles from the Logans Ferry Substation to the Plum Substation.  The relocated Circuit Z-54 will originate at the Cheswick West Yard and connect to a new single circuit tower 1253 structure for the river crossing. The route will require the construction of two (2) pole structures to allow connection of the line to existing pole 316259. The total length of new construction is 2,776 feet.
Logan Ferry-Universal Z-152 Circuit
Duquesne Light proposes to construct a new 2,573-foot 138 kV transmission line segment from the Logans Ferry Substation to structure l233B where it will connect to the existing Cheswick-Universal Z-52 line.  This new line, including the reused portion of Circuit Z-52, will now be the Logans Ferry-Universal Circuit Z-152.

Duquesne Light states that the proposed project is necessary to reduce overload conditions, eliminate reliability issues and balance power flows along the transmission paths thereby improving reliability in the northeastern portion of Duquesne Light’s territory.

Duquesne Light states that the project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or exceeds NESC standards and all standards of the Federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration.
Duquesne Light states that the estimated cost of the project is $3,500,000.  The project is scheduled to start immediately following Commission approval to be completed by May 2009. 
The formal Duquesne Light Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:


That the Letter of Notification filed by Duquesne Light Company regarding the rearrangement and construction of multiple transmission lines in the Borough of Plum and the Borough of Springdale, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.

BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty

Secretary
(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  November 6, 2008
ORDER ENTERED:  November 12, 2008
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