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Docket No. M-2008-2069887
Announcement of Act 129 Working Group Meeting for December 10, 2008

On October 15, 2008, Governor Rendell signed HB 2200 into law as Act 129 of 2008, with an effective date of November 14, 2008.  The Act expands the Commission’s oversight responsibilities and imposes new requirements on electric distribution companies (EDCs), with the overall goal of reducing energy consumption and demand and enhancing default service procurement.  

In particular, the Act adds several new sections to, and amends several existing sections of, the Public Utility Code.  The Act contains numerous time frames and deadlines, the earliest of which occurs early in 2009, so time is of the essence.  In order to comply with the Act in an orderly and efficient manner, the Commission will implement the Act in phases.  

The first phase will deal with the Commission’s obligation to adopt an energy efficiency and conservation program by January 15, 2009.  66 Pa. C.S. §2806.1(a).  Several interested parties have filed comments in response to the Commission’s Secretarial Letter dated October 21, 2008, which requested comments on particular aspects of the energy efficiency and conservation (EE&C) program required under Section 2806.1(a)(1)-(11).  In response to Act 129 and upon review of those comments, it is expected that Commission Staff will release a draft proposal for an implementation plan for the EE&C program on or about November 26, 2008.  Comments to the Staff draft plan will be due no later than December 10, 2008.
  Reply comments may be filed no later than December 19, 2008.

Commission Staff will convene an Act 129 Working Group Meeting on December 10, 2008, to be held at 10:00 AM in the Commission’s Executive Chambers on the Third Floor of the Keystone Building, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.  A call-in option for participation will be provided, with specific call-in information provided at a later date.  The purpose of the working group meeting is to provide an informal forum for the discussion of the Staff draft plan and comments filed thereto.  The Commission order implementing the mandated EE&C program must be entered by January 15, 2009, so the working group meeting will remain focused on the issues requiring immediate Commission action.  

If there are any questions regarding the timeline or filing dates for this docket, please contact Louise Fink Smith, finksmith@state.pa.us, 717-787-8866, or Kriss Brown, kribrown@statepa.us, 717-787-4518, in the Commission’s Law Bureau.  


Very truly yours,

James J. McNulty

Secretary
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Karen Oill Moury, Director of Operations

Robert F. Wilson, Director, Fixed Utility Services

Paul Diskin, Manager, Energy, Fixed Utility Services

Mitchell A. Miller, Director, Bureau of Consumer Services

Bohdan R. Pankiw, Chief Counsel

Robert F. Young, Deputy Chief Counsel

Louise Fink Smith, Assistant Counsel

Wayne L. Williams, Director, Conservation, Economics, and Energy Planning

Cal Birge, Conservation, Economics, and Energy Planning 

June Perry, Director, Legislative Affairs

Tom Charles, Manager, Office of Communications

Veronica Smith, Chief Administrative Law Judge

David Salapa, Administrative Law Judge

Cheryl Walker Davis, Director, Office of Special Assistants
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