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ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:

On December 15, 1999, Commonwealth Telephone Company (Commonwealth) filed Supplement No. 63 to Tariff Telephone-Pa. PUC No. 23 and Supplement No. 77 to Tariff Telephone-Pa. PUC No. 24 requesting “exogenous-events” approval pursuant to the Company’s Chapter 30 Order entered January 17, 1997 at P-00961024.  The purpose of the requested rate change is to implement an increase in its State Tax Adjustment Surcharge (STAS) rates to become effective April 1, 2000.  The increases are designed to recover Public Utility Realty Tax (PURTA) assessment increases.

Commonwealth’s proposed increases are a direct result of recent legislation that changed how the PURTA is calculated.  Commonwealth’s surcharge reflects an overall rate increase of 6.3877% of which 3.1122% will be recovered for access user & LEC rates and 3.2755% from end-user rates. 


The Commission has reviewed this filing and supporting data and has determined that the STAS rate increases contained in the proposed supplements should be approved as reported; THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED:


1.  That Commonwealth Telephone Company’s Supplement No. 63 to Tariff Telephone-Pa. PUC No. 23 and Supplement No. 77 to Tariff Telephone-Pa. PUC No. 24 are approved as filed to become effective April 1, 2000.  

2.  That approval of the above tariff changes will not preclude this Commission from investigating the financial affairs of Commonwealth Telephone Company and, in appropriate cases, ordering refunds or other remedies which are deemed appropriate.







BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty


Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:   March 30, 2000

ORDER ENTERED:  March 30, 2000
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