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Letter of Notification of PP&L, Inc. filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 with 

respect to the Montage 138/69 kV Tap.
Docket Number:

A-110500 F0289   

ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:


On August 24, 1999, PP&L, Inc. (“PP&L”) filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72 (d)(1)(vi), of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process when approval is being requested to construct a transmission line where voltage is proposed to be increased above present level, where a line is to be reconstructed or where the line has a proposed length of two miles or less.


Copies of the siting application were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3).  Notice of the filing was published in a newspaper of general circulation in the area of the proposed project.   A late-filed protest by Kevin and Marie O’Hop was dismissed.


The facts as stated in the Letter of Notification and as found by the Commission are as follows:


PP&L proposes to modify the Jenkins-Scranton #1 and #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line by installing a double circuit 138 kV transmission tap to feed the Company’s proposed Montage 69-12 kV Substation to be located in the Borough of Moosic, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania.   To accommodate the proposed tap, the elevation of the existing Jenkins-Scranton line will be lowered to connect to a tap structure, which will be located on PP&L property at the Substation site.   The proposed tap will initially operate as a single circuit at 69 kV and will provide a feed from the Jenkins-Scranton #2 line to the proposed Substation.


The tap structure will consist of a single steel pole approximately   60 feet in height.  For the initial single circuit operation, three power conductors, consisting of 556.5 KCMIL 24/7 stranding ACSR will be installed.  Similar facilities will be installed for double circuit operation.  The existing overhead ground wire, consisting of 3/8-inch diameter high strength (“H/S”) steel will span the tap and the proposed substation.  


The proposed tap will be constructed at the site of the proposed Montage Substation and will be located within the fenced-in Substation area on an existing 2.7 acre parcel owned in fee by PP&L.


The proposed project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in accordance with the National Electrical Safety Code (“NESC”),      PP&L’s design criteria and safety practices and all applicable legal requirements. The proposed project will not create an unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.


PP&L’s construction of the Montage Tap is scheduled to begin in May 2000 and to be completed in October 2000.  The estimated cost of the tap is approximately $431,000.


The proposed line modification will have few, if any, land use impacts.  Only one structure will be constructed, and it will be located on property owned in fee by PP&L at the site of the proposed Substation.  No railroads, communication towers, pipelines or other utilities will be affected by the   proposed tap.   


The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (“PHMC”) has reviewed the proposed project and has determined that no historical or archeological sites will be affected.  The PHMC has concluded that no further reviews are necessary.


The proposed project will have no significant environmental impacts.  The project will not impact any unique geological, scenic or natural areas. No wetlands, water bodies or streams will be affected.  Some clearing of   vegetation may be necessary.  PP&L will utilize, as appropriate, mitigating measures set forth in PP&L's "Program for Vegetation Management" and "Specification for Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control for Transmission Line Rights-of-Way." All required permits will be acquired prior to construction.  An environmental assessment of the proposed line was attached to the filing as 

Exhibit “C”.


The formal PP&L Letter of Notification and the manner in which it was filed substantially conform with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code §57.72.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; 

THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:


That the Letter of Notification filed by PP&L, Inc. with respect to the Montage 138/69 kV Tap, is hereby approved.


BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty


Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: May 11, 2000

ORDER ENTERED:  May 11,2000
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