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Docket Number:

A-230083

ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:


By this Application filed on May 16, 2000, the Pennsylvania Wastewater Company, Inc., (the Applicant), 123 North Allegheny Street, Bellefonte, PA 16823, seeks a certificate of public convenience pursuant to Section 1101 of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. §1101, evidencing Commission approval of the Applicant’s right to begin to offer, render, furnish or supply wastewater service to the public within certain portions of Bradford Township, Clearfield County, which includes a mobile home community known as Bradford Heights.  The proposed service territory is delineated on an Assessment Map that is attached to and made a part of the amended Application. 


The Applicant submitted proof of service and publication.  The Commission received no protests and thus no hearings were held.  The Applicant was requested by the Commission to define the proposed service territory in more precise terms.  On September 12, 2000, the Applicant submitted an Amended Application with a more precise description of the proposed service territory.  Copies of the Amended Application were also served upon the parties.

The Applicant is a Pennsylvania “S” corporation formed under the provisions of the Business Corporation Law, Act of May 5, 1933, P.L. 364, as amended.  The Applicant was incorporated on May 10, 2000, and is authorized to issue a 1,000 shares of common stock.  The Applicant’s affiliate, Bradford Heights, Inc., is also a corporation registered to do business in Pennsylvania by virtue of a certificate of incorporation issued on February 24, 1999.

The Applicant proposes to begin offering wastewater collection, conveyance, treatment, and disposal service to prospective residential customers in a 812-acre tract of land that includes Bradford Heights mobile home community, as well as, additional property surrounding the mobile home community where service may ultimately be extended.  The proposed Bradford Heights development is a mobile home community that is comprised of 134 for-lease spaces, which can accommodate doublewide mobile home units.  Initially, it is proposed that some additional land outside of the mobile home community, but within the proposed service area, will be further subdivided into 75 single-family building lots.  The Applicant’s ability to offer wastewater services to these 75 residential customers is the reason for this Application.  The Applicant expects full build out of this development within three years.


The Woodland-Bigler Area Authority (Authority) is currently providing public wastewater and water services to portions of Bradford Township, Clearfield County.  The Authority will be providing public water service to the Bradford Heights development, however, it has indicated that it will not be able to provide the needed wastewater collection and disposal service. 


In order to provide the needed wastewater collection and disposal services the Applicant has constructed certain wastewater collection and treatment facilities.  A collection system has been constructed to serve the Bradford Heights mobile home community with future extensions of the system planned to serve land outside of the mobile home community.  The collection system has been designed to Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) standards.  The present design of the collection system will allow all of the wastewater generated to reach the treatment plant site by gravity flow, without the need for collection systems’ pumping stations.  In addition, normal flow through the treatment plant and to the receiving stream is entirely by gravity flow.  The wastewater treatment plant is permitted for an average design flow of 27,000 gallons per day, which is sufficient to treat all of the expected wastewater flow, at full build out, from the proposed development.  The treatment plant is a package extended aeration plant contained in a metal tank sitting on a concrete pad.  Most of the tank will be buried below grade.  A headwork’s unit containing a comminutor and bar screen by-past is provided.  The dual train-processing unit consists of an integral equalization basin with a surge lift pump; sludge holding, aeration and settling tanks; and a chlorine contact chamber.  Submerged air diffuser assemblies fed by one of two positive displacement blowers are used to provide air to the treatment process.  There is control building, however, the blowers are located outside on a concrete pad and are protected by fiberglass enclosures.  Chlorination of the treated effluent is by tablet feeders.  An 8-foot chain link fence topped with barbed wire will fence the entire treatment plant property.  An additional space within the fenced in area has been provided for a future wastewater treatment-processing unit.


The construction cost of the package wastewater treatment plant and initial sewer collection system is approximately $375,000.  It is anticipated that the treatment plant will be operational by November 1, 2000.  The financing for the utility will be primarily through a mortgage note in the amount of $1.9 million held by WMF/Huntoon, Paige Associates, Ltd. for and on behalf of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.


A proposed initial tariff and a business plan was included a part of the Application filing.  The initial tariff states a flat rate of $37 per month for each residential unit or $444 per annum.  The Applicant projects 166 residential customers will be served by the system after three years of operation.


The Applicant has submitted copies of all construction and operational permits as required by the Department of Environmental Protection.


No other corporation, partnership, individual or municipal corporation is now furnishing sanitary wastewater, collection and disposal service to the public in the proposed service area involved in this Application.


Upon full consideration of all matters of record, we find that approval of this Application and initial tariff is necessary and proper for the service, accommodation, and convenience of the public; THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:

1.  That the Application of the Pennsylvania Wastewater Company, Inc. is hereby approved.

2.  That a Certificate of Public Convenience be issued pursuant to Section 1101 of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. §1101 authorizing the Pennsylvania Wastewater Company, Inc. to begin to offer, render, furnish or supply wastewater service to the public in portions of Bradford Township, Clearfield County, as shown on a map in Attachment A of the Amended Application.

3.  That Pennsylvania Wastewater Company, Inc., file a Compliance Tariff reflecting the service territory and rates referenced in the Application, within thirty days of the entry date of this Order.

4.  That Pennsylvania Wastewater Company, Inc. submits to the Commission’s Secretary, within sixty days of the entry date of this Order, an affiliated interest agreement reflecting its relationship with Bradford Heights, Inc.

5.  That Pennsylvania Wastewater Company, Inc. be added to the active lists of the Tariff and PUC Annual Report Section of the Bureau of Fixed Utility Services and the Assessment Section of Administrative Services of the Commission.

6.  That the record at A-230083 be marked closed by Secretary’s Bureau of the Commission following the completion of ordering paragraphs No. 3 and 4.


BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty


Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  September 28, 2000

ORDER ENTERED:  September 29, 2000
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