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R-00005965

Commonwealth Telephone Company       

ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:


On December 1, 2000, Commonwealth Telephone Company (“Commonwealth” or “Company”) filed Supplement No. 82 to Tariff-Telephone Pa. P.U.C. No. 24 in order to reclassify its Dushore and Montrose exchanges into the next higher rate group, to become effective February 1, 2001.  This filing will result in an increase in monthly local exchange rates for 4,852 residence customers and 1,684 business customers, and will increase the Company’s annual operating revenues by $43,396 or a 0.02% increase in the Company’s present annual operating revenues.      


The Company’s tariff calls for reclassifying an exchange to a higher or lower rate group when either one of the following two conditions are met:

(1)
when an exchange area has exceeded or fallen below its rate group limitation as determined on two consecutive semi-annual reviews, to be conducted on April 1 and October 1 of each year, provided that the most recent of the two consecutive reviews exceeds the lower limit or falls below the upper limit of the new rate group by at least two percent, or

 (2)
when an additional exchange area is added to the local calling area of an exchange, and the number of main access lines of the new exchange’s local calling area exceeds the upper limit of the rate group.

From our review of Commonwealth’s filing, it appears that condition #1 has been met and that the Dushore and Montrose exchanges qualify to move up to the next higher rate group.

       
Upon review, the proposed tariff supplement does not appear to be unlawful, unjust, unreasonable or contrary to the public interest.  Therefore, we shall permit the proposed tariff supplement to become effective.  However, this does not constitute a determination that this tariff supplement is just, lawful, and reasonable; rather, this is a determination that suspension or further investigation does not appear to be warranted at this time; THEREFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:

1.
That Commonwealth Telephone Company’s Supplement No. 82 to Tariff-Telephone Pa. P.U.C. No. 24 be permitted to become effective February 1, 2001.    


2.
That this Order is without prejudice to any formal complaints timely filed against this proposed Tariff Supplement.  


3.
That this case be marked closed.







BY THE COMMISSION






James J. McNulty







Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:
January 24, 2001

ORDER ENTERED:          January 24, 2001
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