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ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:


Before the Commission for disposition is a Petition requesting an expedited Order, authorizing a one-time waiver of certain provisions in PPL Electric Utilities Corporation’s (“PPL”) tariff applicable to commercial and industrial customers.  PPL filed the Petition on January 12, 2001 and requests that it be allowed to implement the requested waiver effective February 1, 2001. 



On January 16, 2001, the PP&L Industrial Customer Alliance (“PPLICA”) filed its Answer to PPL’s Petition.  On January 17, 2001, the Office of Small Business Advocate filed its Answer in support of PPL’s Petition.




Under PPL’s interpretation and application of its tariff provisions, commercial and industrial customers who have returned to PPL for Provider of Last Resort (“PLR”) service may purchase electric supplies from competitive Electric Generation Suppliers (“EGSs”) only on the anniversary dates of their return to PLR service.  PPL states that the purpose of the requested waiver is to provide these commercial and industrial customers with a one-time opportunity to initiate purchases of electric supplies from an EGS, subject to notice and other tariff provisions, at the beginning of any monthly billing cycle commencing in February, March or April, 2001.  PPL further states that the requested waiver is needed to facilitate a Settlement among several parties in Hofmann Industries, Inc. v. PPL Electric Utilities Corporation at Docket No. C-00003811, and in Pa. P.U.C. v. PPL Electric Utilities Corporation at Docket No. R-00006034.

PPLICA states that it will not oppose PPL providing customers with the ability to switch to a competitive EGS without payment of an exit fee or other restrictions during the defined open enrollment period.  However, it is PPLICA’s position that all customers have the right to switch to an EGS during the open enrollment period and any time thereafter under PPL’s tariff and the Competition Act.  As such, no waiver of the tariff provision is necessary according to PPLICA’s interpretation of the Competition Act and PPL’s tariff.  




On December 18, 2000, PPL filed with the Commission, in a separate proceeding, a proposed Generation Rate Adjustment (“GRA”) Rider at Docket No. R-00006034.  PPL states that it is not seeking, through this Petition, any approval with regard to the GRA Rider filing that it made on December 18, 2000, and the relief requested herein is not conditioned upon any agreement by any other party with regard to the GRA Rider or the Commission’s approval of the GRA Rider.  




PPL emphasizes that, although this Petition is related to the Hofmann and GRA Rider proceedings, this Petition is being filed by PPL unconditionally and on its own merits.  PPL states that although it will advocate that the Commission approve its proposed GRA Rider as part of the Settlement, it agrees that its proposed GRA will not be applied to presently non-shopping customers initiating purchases of electric generation supplies from competitive EGSs during the window of opportunity that will be established if the Commission approves this Petition.




PPL states that upon approval of this Petition, it will notify all commercial and industrial customers of the additional shopping opportunities created by the requested waiver. 




We note that PPL states that this Petition is being filed unconditionally and on its own merits.  Therefore, at this time, we decline to address PPLICA’s position that all customers have the right to switch to an EGS during the open enrollment period and any time thereafter under PPL’s tariff and the Competition Act.  We believe this issue and its related issues are more appropriately addressed during PPL’s GRA Rider proceeding at Docket No. R-00006034.

Upon our review of the proposed Petition, it does not appear to be unlawful, unjust, unreasonable, or contrary to the public interest; THEREFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:

1.  That the Petition of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for approval of a one-time waiver of certain tariff provisions is hereby granted as described herein.



2.  That approval does not preclude the Commission from investigating, during any formal proceeding, the reasonableness of any charges pursuant to the Petition.



3.  That this proceeding at Docket No. P-00011866 be closed.


 BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty


Secretary

(SEAL)
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