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Commonwealth Telephone Company        

ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:


On December 19, 2000, Commonwealth Telephone Company ("Commonwealth") filed Supplement No. 1 to the Company’s Access Service Tariff - Pa. P.U.C. No. 26, for the purpose of recovering intraLATA presubscription costs, to become effective February 23, 2001, and subsequently voluntarily postponed to March 9, 2001.  
In it's filing, Commonwealth proposes to recover its intraLATA presubscription costs by implementing a 3-year equal access recovery charge.  

The Commission, in its Opinion and Order at docket numbers P-00991648 and 
P-00991649, determined that local exchange carriers could recover costs associated with intraLATA presubscription.  Specifically, page 275 of the Opinion and Order states that:

" ... we shall grant a waiver of the requirement in our December 14, 1995 Order for all LECs that wish to recover their intraLATA presubscription costs on a per minute of use basis rather than on a presubscribed access line basis."

The Company has employed a rate development methodology consistent with the intent of the PUC's directive.  A per-minute equal access recovery charge of $.000333, in effect over a three-year cost recovery period, will permit the Company to recover its costs to implement intraLATA presubscription.  

This $.000333 per-minute equal access recovery charge will remain in effect from March 9, 2001 through March 9, 2004.  This charge will apply to intraLATA toll service carriers and will not apply to end users nor appear on end user bills.

Commonwealth Telephone will provide the Commission with an annual update report.  The annual update report will provide the cumulative amount of equal access recovery charge collected.  In the event that the intraLATA equal access recovery is completed prior to March 9, 2004, the charge will no longer be applied.  The Company will notify the Commission by letter if the charge is eliminated prior to its expiration date.  

Upon review, the proposed tariff supplement does not appear to be unlawful, unjust, unreasonable or contrary to the public interest.  Therefore, we shall permit the proposed tariff supplement to become effective.  However, this does not constitute a determination that this tariff supplement is just, lawful, and reasonable; rather, this is a determination that suspension or further investigation does not appear to be warranted at this time; THEREFORE, 



IT IS ORDERED:

1.
That Commonwealth Telephone Company's Supplement No.1 to its Intrastate Access Services Tariff - Pa. P.U.C. No. 26, which implements a 3-year equal access cost recovery charge, is permitted to become effective March 9, 2001. 

2.
That the equal access recovery charge will expire March 9, 2004.

3.
That in the event that the intraLATA equal access cost recovery is completed prior to March 9, 2004, the charge will no longer be applied.  The Company will notify the Commission by letter if the charge is eliminated prior to its expiration date.  


4.
That this Order is without prejudice to any formal complaints timely filed against this proposed Tariff Supplement.  


3.
That this case be marked closed.







BY THE COMMISSION






James J. McNulty







Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  March 8, 2001

ORDER ENTERED:   March 8, 2001
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