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ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:



On October 26, 2000, PECO Energy Company (“PECO”) filed Supplement No. 20 to Tariff Electric – PA P.U.C. No. 3 and proposed that it be effective January 1, 2001.  PECO then voluntarily postponed the effective date of the tariff.  On November 28, 2000, the contents of Supplement No. 20 were reissued and filed in Supplement No. 24 to Tariff Electric – PA P.U.C. No. 3 and proposed to be effective on March 1, 2001.  PECO further voluntarily postponed the effective date of the tariff.  On March 5, 2001, the contents of Supplement No. 24 were reissued and filed in Supplement No. 28 to Tariff Electric – PA P.U.C. No. 3 to be effective on May 1, 2001.  




PECO states that it filed Supplement No. 28 for the purpose of providing tariffs for Competitive Default Service for residential customers in order to be in conformance with the terms and conditions of Section L, paragraph 38(e) of the Joint Petition for Full Settlement at Docket Nos. R-00973953 and P‑00971265.




On February 16, 2001, the Office of Consumer Advocate (“OCA”) filed a Formal Complaint and Public Statement.  On February 27, 2001, the Philadelphia Area Industrial Energy Users Group (“PAIEUG”) filed a Petition to Intervene.  On March 19, 2001, PECO filed its Answer to the OCA’s Formal Complaint and Public Statement.




Investigation and analysis of the tariff filing and supporting data indicate that the proposed changes in rates, rules, and regulations may be unlawful, unjust, unreasonable, and contrary to the public interest.  THEREFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:





1.  That an investigation on Commission motion be, and hereby is, instituted to determine the lawfulness, justness, and reasonableness of the rates, rules and regulations contained in Supplement No. 28 to Tariff Gas - PA. P.U.C. No. 3. 




2.  That Supplement No. 28 to Tariff Gas - PA. P.U.C. No. 3 be, and hereby is, suspended until November 1, 2001, unless otherwise directed by Order of the Commission.



3.  That the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall assign this matter to an Administrative Law Judge, who shall attempt to resolve this matter using Alternative Dispute Resolution, if possible, or shall schedule such hearings as may be necessary culminating in the issuance of a Recommended Decision.



4.  That a copy of this Order shall be served upon the Respondent, the Office of Trial Staff, the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Philadelphia Area Industrial Energy Users Group and any persons who have filed Formal Complaints against Respondent’s proposed rate changes.


BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty


Secretary

(SEAL)
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