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Application of National Limousine Service, Inc., a 



A-00117317

corporation of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 

for the right to begin to transport, as a common 

carrier, by motor vehicle, persons in limousine 

service, between points in the counties of Bucks, 

Chester, Delaware and Montgomery, and the city 

and county of Philadelphia, and from points in said 

territory, to points in Pennsylvania, and return.  

OPINION AND ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:



Before the Commission for consideration and disposition is the Application filed by National Limousine Service, Inc. (Applicant) on October 23, 2000, requesting the above-captioned authority.  

History of the Proceeding



The Applicant filed the instant Application on October 23, 2000.  Public notice of the Application was published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of November 18, 2000.  Krapf’s Coaches, Inc. (Protestant) filed a Protest to the Application.  The Protest was withdrawn upon the filing of a restrictive amendment.  The restrictive amendment provided as follows:  

To transport, as a common carrier, persons in limousine service, between points in the counties of Bucks, Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia, and from points in said counties, to points in Pennsylvania, and return;

Subject to the following condition:  

That no right, power or privilege is granted to originate or terminate transportation in or from Philadelphia International Airport in the city and county of Philadelphia, and the township of Tinicum, Delaware County.



The Application for authority to commence service as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, has been certified to the Commission for decision without oral hearing pursuant to Section 3.381(c)(iii) of the Commission’s Regulations, 52 Pa. Code §3.381(c)(iii).  The record consists of verified statements entered by the Applicant and thirty-six parties.
Discussion



Ruben Khimoian, president of National Limousine Service, Inc., is authorized to present the verified statement of the Applicant.  Applicant's terminal facilities are located at 1808 Morris Circle, Southampton, Bucks County, Pennsylvania.  National Limousine will commence operations with four‑door sedans that he intends to purchase upon approval of the Application.  A comprehensive safety and maintenance program will be implemented.  



Thirty-six verified statements in support of the Application have been presented.  The restrictive amendment presented provides that no right, power or privilege is granted to perform limousine service in Chester County. However, upon our review, we find that the only evidence in the record to support the proposed restrictive amendment relates to whether the applicant has demonstrated a public need for service in that area.  In view of the Commission's recent determination to eliminate the evidentiary requirement that an applicant for limousine service establish a particular public need for proposed service, we do not believe it is appropriate to adopt the proposed restrictive amendment.
  Rather, in an effort to facilitate the introduction of competition into the limousine industry, we are satisfied that the Application should be granted without any geographical restrictions on the Applicant’s ability to offer limousine service.



Based upon our review of the record as developed in this proceeding, we find that:  (1) the applicant seeks the beginning right to transport persons in limousine service; (2) a single carrier protested the Application and the protest was withdrawn as discussed supra; (3) the Applicant has the ability and fitness necessary to render the proposed service; (4) the Applicant proposes to acquire equipment upon approval of the Application; (5) approval of the Application is necessary for the accommodation and convenience of the public.  Based on these findings, we conclude that the approval of the instant Application is in the public interest; THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:  



1.
That the Application of National Limousine Service, Inc., for a Certificate of Public Convenience be, and is hereby, approved, granting the following right:  

To transport, as a common carrier, persons in limousine service, between points in the counties of Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgomery, and the city and county of Philadelphia and from points in said territory, to points in Pennsylvania, and return. 



2.
That National Limousine Service, Inc., shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this Order until the following is submitted to the Commission:




1.
Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance; and,




2.
A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.



3.
That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to National Limousine Service, Inc, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right. 



4.
That, upon compliance with the requirements set forth in Paragraph No. 2 above, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as determined above.  



5.
That, in the event National Limousine Service, Inc. has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of the entry of this Opinion and Order, complied with 

the requirements set forth above, the Application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  








BY THE COMMISSION,








James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  April 5, 2001

ORDER ENTERED:  June 5, 2001

	�	On March 22, 2001, the Commission adopted a Final Policy Statement at Docket No. L�00980135 eliminating the criteria relating to public demand or need and adverse impact from the review of limousine service applications.  See 52 Pa. Code §41.14(a) and (c).  
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