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ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:



On March 2, 2001, Metropolitan Edison Company (“MetEd”) and Pennsylvania Electric Company (“Penelec”) filed Supplement No. 15 to Tariff Electric – PA P.U.C. No. 48 and Supplement No. 10 to Tariff Electric – PA P.U.C. No. 77, respectively, with an effective date of May 1, 2001.  MetEd and Penelec then voluntarily postponed the effective date of the tariff supplements until June 1, 2001.  MetEd and Penelec state that the tariff supplements are filed in response to the Commission’s Orders at Docket Nos. R-00005530 (MetEd) and R-00005540 (Penelec) to modify Rider M – Market Based Generation Rate Adjustment Rider. 




On March 15, 2001, the MetEd Industrial Users Group (“MEIUG”) and the Penelec Industrial Customer Alliance (“PICA”) filed Formal Complaints.  On March 16, 2001, the Office of Trial Staff (“OTS”) filed a Notice of Appearance.  On March 26, 2001, the Office of Small Business Advocate (“OSBA”) filed a Notice of Intervention.  On March 26, 2001, the Mid-Atlantic Power Supply Association (“MAPSA”) filed a Petition to Intervene.  On April 2, 2001, MetEd and Penelec filed its Answer and Motion to Dismiss in response to MEIUG and PICA’s Formal Complaints.  On April 12, 2001, MEIUG and PICA filed Answers to MetEd and Penelec’s Motion to Dismiss.




Investigation and analysis of the tariff filings and supporting data indicate that the proposed changes in rates, rules, and regulations may be unlawful, unjust, unreasonable, and contrary to the public interest.  THEREFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:





1.  That an investigation on Commission motion be, and hereby is, instituted to determine the lawfulness, justness, and reasonableness of the rates, rules and regulations contained in Supplement No. 15 to Tariff Electric – PA P.U.C. No. 48 and Supplement No. 10 to Tariff Electric – PA P.U.C. No. 77. 




2.  That filed Supplement No. 15 to Tariff Electric – PA P.U.C. No. 48 and Supplement No. 10 to Tariff Electric – PA P.U.C. No. 77 be, and hereby are, suspended until December 1, 2001, unless otherwise directed by Order of the Commission.



3.  That the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall assign this matter to an Administrative Law Judge, who shall attempt to resolve this matter using Alternative Dispute Resolution, if possible, or shall schedule such hearings as may be necessary culminating in the issuance of a Recommended Decision.



4.  That a copy of this Order shall be served upon the Respondent, the Office of Trial Staff, the Office of Small Business Advocate, the MetEd Industrial Users Group, the Penelec Industrial Customer Alliance, the Mid-Atlantic Power Supply Association and any persons who have filed Formal Complaints against Respondent’s proposed rate changes.


BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty


Secretary

(SEAL)
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