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MOTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN ROBERT K. BLOOM

Before the Commission for consideration are the Exceptions filed by Edward B. Ference (“Complainant”) to the Initial Decision issued by Administrative Law Judge Robert P. Meehan (“ALJ”).

This case arises from a Formal Complaint filed against Equitable Gas Company (“Respondent”) where the Complainant disputes the manner in which he has been billed for residential gas service under the Respondent’s budget payment plan.  An evidentiary hearing was held on October 23, 2001.  The Complainant failed to timely appear at the hearing. Consistent with precedent
 the ALJ dismissed the Complaint with prejudice. 

In his Exceptions, the Complainant alleges he was unavoidably delayed when the taxicab he had ordered to take him to the bus stop on the morning of the hearing arrived at 7:55 AM instead of 7:30 AM.  In support of his claim, the Complainant filed a letter from the cab company confirming the arrival time of the cab.

The Complainant exercised good faith in his attempt to reach the hearing on time.  His delay was unfortunate.  A hearing in this matter is appropriate.  Given the Complainant’s distance from the Commission’s office, he should be given the option of a telephonic hearing.

THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:

1. The Exceptions of Edward B. Ference be granted.

2.  The Complainant be permitted the option of participating in a telephonic hearing.

3. The Office of Special Assistants shall prepare the appropriate Order consistent with this Motion. 


_______________________

          __________________________________________


  DATE


                 ROBERT K. BLOOM, VICE CHAIRMAN
�  Martin W. Jefferson v. UGI Utilities, Inc., Docket No. Z-00269892, Order entered December 26, 1995.





