BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

New Birth Full Gospel


:

c/o Rev. Esther Scott


:

             




:

                  v.




:     Docket C-20015902

:

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.
:     

INITIAL DECISION

Before

Fred R. Nene        

Administrative Law Judge



In a formal complaint filed on July 18, 2001, Rev. Esther Scott (“Complainant”) requested the Commission’s review of a Bureau of Consumer Service (“BCS”) decision directing her to pay Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (“Respondent”) all arrearages on the account for service to her church in order for gas service to be restored.  The Respondent filed a timely answer and an Initial Hearing was scheduled to be held telephonically on January 29, 2002 before Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) Robert P. Meehan.  The case was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.



The Complainant failed to appear for the scheduled hearing.  Her telephone was answered by a recording inviting the caller to leave a message at a voice mail recording.  I left a message to call me immediately but no return call was received.  Counsel for the Respondent presented the testimony of a witness who stated the current status of the account for the New Birth Full Gospel Church and then requested that the complaint be dismissed.



The testimony supports the requested dismissal.  The subject account for gas service was terminated on May 7, 2001 for non-payment.  The amount then due to the Respondent was $1,600.74.  Rev. Scott’s informal complaint to the BCS ended with a ruling that she pay the balance plus $298.00 as a security fee and $24.00 for a reconnection fee (total $1,922.74)



On August 31, 2001, after filing the instant complaint, the Complainant filed for bankruptcy.  Under federal bankruptcy regulations, the Respondent began to provide gas service to New Birth Full Gospel under a new account as of December 7, 2001. 



Under the facts established, the Respondent is entitled to a dismissal of this case.  The issue raised by the complaint is now moot.

ORDER


THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the complaint of New Birth Full Gospel, c/o Rev. Esther Scott v. Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. at Docket No. C-20015902 is dismissed for mootness.

Dated:  January 29, 2001















FRED R. NENE          








Administrative Law Judge
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