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I. HISTORY OF  THE PROCEEDINGS





	A complaint was filed in this matter against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, d/b/a PPL Utilities (hereinafter Respondent) on September 20, 2001 by Richard Feleccia (hereinafter Complainant) where it is alleged that Complainant, a tenant at one of  two apartments at 5874 Seven Nations Drive, Tobyhanna, Pa., has been paying for more than merely the electricity needed for his apartment, due to an electric meter registering electricity for other parts of the building.  The complaint asserts that as a result of the alleged “foreign load”, the entire balance for electricity due and owing on the building in question should be transferred into the name of the owner of the building while it was occupied by Complainant, one Barbara Lima (hereinafter landlord).


	An answer was filed by Respondent and also a Motion to Join an Indispensable Party, wherein it is set forth that if the complaint allegations are correct, then, in such case, Respondent is legally obligated to transfer the responsible ratepayer into the name of the landlord, and wherein it is also averred that  Landlord is the owner of the building in question.  The Motion was granted by Order issued  January 18, 2002.


	A hearing was convened February 11, 2002.  All three parties participated.  Complainant moved one exhibit into the record and Respondent moved eight exhibits into the record.  The transcript consists of seventy-seven typewritten pages.  


	No briefs were filed.


II. FINDINGS OF FACT


	1.  Complainant is Richard Feleccia, an individual who from October, 2000 until May 1, 2001 was the tenant of the second floor of the single family home situate at 5874 Seven Nations Drive, Tobyhanna, Pennsylvania, which was then owned by one Barbara Lima, 11 Columbine Avenue South, Hampton Bays, New York 11946.  


	2. Respondent is PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, d/b/a PPL Utilities, a Pennsylvania public utility which has been issued by this Commission certificates of public convenience which enable it to provide public utility service to the public for compensation within the geographic boundaries set forth in its said certificates.


	3.  The Landlord/owner of the premises more fully described in Finding of Fact one while it was occupied by Complainant was Barbara Lima.


	4.  Under the terms of the written lease with Landlord, Complainant agreed to pay $600.00 per month to Landlord for exclusive use of the second floor of the single family dwelling, more fully described in Finding of Fact number one, and had permission to use parts of the first floor thereof in conjunction with use by the landlord of the said first floor.  The portions of the first floor which the parties agreed could be used by the Complainant was the area which encompassed the washer and dryer, the exercise room, and the garage.  The remainder of the first floor was reserved for use by the Landlord for purposes of storage of household furnishings (Complainant’s Exhibit 1).  Additionally, when Complainant’s refrigerator malfunctioned, Complainant used the Landlord’s refrigerator on the said first floor (uncontroverted testimony by Barbara Lima).  The Landlord and Complainant agreed that for such usage by Complainant, he would pay (in addition to rent) the entire electric bill, which was computed by the usage registered on the sole electric meter at the premises.  


	5.  Complainant was the ratepayer of record with Respondent for the entire premises at 5874 Seven Nations Drive, Tobyhanna, Pennsylvania during the time when he was the tenant of the second floor and parts of the first floor.


	6.  When Complainant vacated the premises more fully described in Finding of Fact numbers one and four, he owed to Respondent the unpaid balance for electricity the sum of  $1,139.50.


III. DISCUSSION


	We are guided by the principle that when a public utility learns that a residential tenant has paid utility bills for a utility product which is not used exclusively in the said tenant’s rented space (even if the said tenant agreed to pay said bills), then the utility must transfer the account into the name of the landlord/owner, and, additionally, must bill the landlord for any unpaid bills formerly due and owing by the residential tenant.  See Santos v. Metropolitan Edison Company, Opinion and Order entered by the Commission on August 7, 1997 at docket C-00967757.


	In the instant case Complainant had rented the upper floor of a single family dwelling, and had permission to use portions of the first floor concurrently with the Landlord (who stored household goods on the said first floor).  Notwithstanding the fact that he did not have exclusive use of the said first floor, Complainant had been the ratepayer of record for the entire premises, which had but one meter for the entire house.  Accordingly, we have concluded that the unpaid balance formerly due and owing by the tenant (Complainant) should be transferred by Respondent to the name of the Landlord.


IV. CONCLUSIONS OF  LAW


	1.  This Commission has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this proceeding and over the parties thereto.


	2.  If a residential building contains one or more residential dwelling units not served by a meter which registers only the utility product used by the tenant exclusivily, an affected public utility must list the account for the premises in the name of the owner of the said building, and must, additionally, transfer any balance due and owing by the residential tenant  to the said owner of the building.  66 Pa. C.S.A. section 1529.1(b); Santos v. Metropolitan Edison Company, Opinion and Order entered by the Commission on August 7, 1997 at docket C-00967757.


V. ORDER:


	Upon consideration of the foregoing, we now issue this ORDER:


	1.  That the complaint filed by Richard Feleccia against PPL Electric Utilities Co
