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History of the Proceeding



The complaint of Phillip Steriopoulos against Duquesne Light Company was filed December 10, 2001. Mr. Steriopoulos disputed the reasonableness of a payment arrangement. Duquesne filed a timely responsive pleading.



The initial hearing was held by telephone from Pittsburgh on March 14, 2002.  Mr. Steriopoulos represented himself and counsel represented Duquesne.  



Prior to going on the record, the parties entered into a settlement agreement that was then placed on the record.  The settlement is reviewed in the discussion section that follows and adopted in the order at the end.  No briefs were filed.

Discussion



The balance on the account for electric service to 1429 Evandale Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15212-2448, as of the initial hearing, was $657.04.  Current usage is very low with the current month’s bill being for less than $7.00.  Mr. Steriopoulos offered, and Duquesne accepted, to pay $157.00 this month, and to pay the current bill plus $100.00 each succeeding month until the balance is paid in full.



Under the circumstances here, I believe the settlement is in the public interest as it terminates the present litigation and provides for a very prompt resolution of the disputed bill.

Conclusions of Law

1. This Commission has jurisdiction over the parties to and subject matter of this case.


2.
The settlement reached by the parties to this proceeding is in the public interest.

ORDER

1. The settlement reached in the complaint proceeding between Phillip Steriopoulos and the Duquesne Light Company, docketed at Z-01032239, is approved and adopted.

2. Complainant shall pay the amount of $157.00 for his current month’s bill, and shall pay the current bill for each subsequent month plus the sum of $100.00 until the account balance is paid in full.

3. As long as Complainant complies with the payment schedule established by this Order, the Duquesne Light Company shall not assess any late payment charges nor shall it terminate or suspend service to the Complainant except for valid safety and/or emergency reasons, provided that the Duquesne Light Company shall not be precluded from terminating service to Complainant if he has not complied with the terms of this Order.

4. If Complainant fails to comply with the terms of this Order, the Duquesne Light Company is authorized to terminate his service pursuant to the provisions of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code and this Commission’s regulations in Chapter 56 of the Pennsylvania Code.

Dated:  March 14, 2002
















MICHAEL A. NEMEC








Administrative Law Judge

