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MOTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN ROBERT K. BLOOM

Before the Commission for consideration are the Exceptions filed by PPL Utilities (Respondent) regarding the Initial Decision of Administrative Law Judge George M. Kashi (ALJ).

This case started as an inability to pay complaint filed by John Wendlandt (Complainant).  He failed to appear at the hearing.  The ALJ concluded that Respondent’s collection actions were inadequate and that Respondent violated the Commission’s previous Order.  The Commission had ruled on a previous complaint in 1999
 “stating that [Respondent] is authorized to suspend or terminate…..service” if the Complainant failed to adhere to the payment schedule set forth in the Order.

The Office of Special Assistants (OSA) recommends a hearing to address the issue of Respondent’s alleged violations because of due process concerns.  I disagree.

The language in the Commission’s March 29, 1999 Order which authorizes Respondent to suspend or to terminate service is not a directive.  Consistent with Commission precedent, collection action such as terminating service for violating a payment arrangement lies in the discretion of the Respondent.  Therefore, a hearing is not required to address the Respondent’s collection actions or the alleged violation of our Order.

THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:

1. The Exceptions of PPL Utilities are granted.

2.   The Initial Decision of the Administrative Law Judge is modified consistent with this         

      Motion.

3.   The language in the Commission’s March 29, 1999 Order that authorized the utility to      

      suspend or to terminate service when the Complainant breaches the payment arrangement is         

      NOT a directive.  Such a decision lies within the discretion of management.

4. The Office of Special Assistants shall prepare the appropriate Order consistent with 

       this Motion. 

_______________________

               _______________________________________
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