PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONPRIVATE 

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17105-3265

YVONNE OGLESBY





  PUBLIC MEETING

           V.

 


                               MARCH 28, 2002

PHILADELPHIA GAS WORKS


  
  
  MAR-2002-ALJ-09*








  DOCKET NO. F-00903484

MOTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN ROBERT K. BLOOM

Before the Commission for consideration is the Initial Decision of Administrative Law Judge Ky Van Nguyen (“ALJ”) regarding the high bill complaint of Yvonne Oglesby (“Complainant”) against Philadelphia Gas Works (“PGW”).  The ALJ recommended that the Complaint be sustained, late charges waived, and a payment arrangement established whereby Complainant was to pay her current monthly bill plus $30.  I disagree.

The Bureau of Consumer Services (“BCS”) initially addressed the issue of this high bill complaint.  In its Decision at Case No. 0903484 issued July 23, 2001, BCS ruled that an adjustment using a 24 month billing cycle, totaling $3,747.12 multiplied by .021 resulted in a refund of $78.69.  The adjustment was necessary since the meter was found to be running 2.1% fast.  Furthermore, BCS directed that the outstanding balance of $1,586.76 be satisfied by a payment arrangement of current monthly bills plus $44 a month.  

Given that the Complainant did not appeal the BCS Decision or request any adjustment to the payment arrangement, it is inappropriate for the ALJ to sua sponte alter the payment arrangement.

THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:

1. The Initial Decision is modified consistent with this Motion.

2. No modification to the Bureau of Consumer Services payment arrangement is appropriate.

3. The Office of Special Assistants shall prepare the appropriate Order consistent with this Motion.
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                ROBERT K. BLOOM, VICE CHAIRMAN



