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OPINION AND ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:



Before the Commission for consideration and disposition is the Petition for Reconsideration, (Petition), filed by Equitable Gas Company (Petitioner) on March 29, 2002, relative to the above-referenced proceeding.  



On May 24, 2001, Pennsylvania Alloy Machining Company, Inc. (PA Alloy) filed a Complaint against the Petitioner alleging improper billing for industrial gas service.  On June 22, 2001, the Petitioner filed an Answer, asserting that the appropriate tariff rate was used to calculate PA Alloy’s bills. 



An evidentiary hearing was held on September 21, 2001, before Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) John H. Corbett.  ALJ Corbett issued an Initial Decision on November 27, 2001.  On December 17, 2001, the Petitioner filed Exceptions to the Initial Decision.  No Reply Exceptions were filed.  By Order entered March 14, 2002, ALJ Corbett’s Initial Decision was adopted and the Petitioner’s Exceptions were denied.  On March 29, 2002, the instant Petition for Reconsideration was filed.          



Pursuant to Rule 1701 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Appellate Procedure, Pa. R.A.P. Rule 1701, the Commission must act to grant a Petition for Reconsideration within thirty days of the date of entry of the Order for which reconsideration is sought, or otherwise lose jurisdiction to do so if a Petition for Review is timely filed.  The thirty‑day period within which the Commission must act upon this Petition, in order to preserve jurisdiction, is April 13, 2002.  Accordingly, we shall expressly grant reconsideration, within the meaning of 1701(b)(3), pending review of, and consideration on, the merits of the Petition; THEREFORE, 



IT IS ORDERED:  That the Petition for Reconsideration of the Commission Opinion and Order of March 14, 2002, filed by the Equitable Gas Company on March 29, 2002, is granted, pending review of, and consideration on, the merits.  








BY THE COMMISSION,








James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  April 11, 2002

ORDER ENTERED:  April 11, 2002
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