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Today we adopt several orders canceling the certificates of five telecommunications providers because they have failed to pay their 2001-2002 annual assessments pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. § 510.  Four of these carriers were certificated by the Commission as telecommunications interexchange resellers and one, CCCPA, Inc. (CCCPA) was certificated as a competitive local exchange carrier (CLEC).  As a CLEC licensed to provide telecommunications service in the Commonwealth, CCCPA needed and was entitled to receive numbering resources.  47 C.F.R. § 52.15(g).  Currently, CCCPA has assigned to it 20,000 numbers (or two NXX codes) from the 267 and 484 area codes located in Southeastern Pennsylvania. 

Similar to the issue I identified in another motion voted on today at Docket No. M-00011582F0004,
 CLECs who are no longer certificated to provide telecommunications services but continue to retain NXX codes exacerbate the depletion of area codes.  Each area code consists of approximately 7.9 million numbers and these numbers are allocated to telecommunications carriers in blocks of 10,000 (each block of 10,000 is referred to as an NXX code).  Carriers then assign numbers from their NXX codes to end-users.  Area codes deplete when they exhaust their supply of NXX codes.  When area codes deplete their entire supply of NXX codes, new area codes must be opened.  While this Commonwealth is very familiar with the problem of proliferating area codes,
 the Commission’s proactive action to preserve existing area codes has resulted in no new area codes being activated in the Commonwealth since June of 1999.

The Commission is fully aware of the fact that continuing to add new area codes has a detrimental impact on the Commonwealth both in the short-term and the long-term.  For example, when new area codes are first added, consumers need to deal with immediate inconveniences such as reprogramming phones and changing stationary while the telecommunications industry bears the costs of implementing new area codes.  In the long-term, there are only a finite number of area codes available in the North American Numbering Plan
 and once they are all assigned to the states, the entire telephone network system and infrastructure will need to be redesigned which will dramatically change local and long distance dialing patterns.  

Since carriers like CCCPA who lose their certificate to provide telecommunications service will contribute to the depletion of existing area codes if their NXX codes are not returned to the North American Numbering Plan, we as regulators must ensure that any remaining assigned NXX codes from these carriers are properly returned to the area codes;

THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:

1. 
Upon the effective date of our order canceling the certificate of CCCPA, Inc., the North American Numbering Plan Administrator shall reclaim the two NXX codes currently assigned to CCCPA, Inc., and if any numbers from these two NXX codes have been ported, then the North American Numbering Plan Administrator shall select another code holder or the Local Exchange Routing Guide (LERG) assignee.

2. 
If the Commission cancels the certificates of other competitive local exchange carriers, the Commission shall direct the North American Numbering Plan Administrator to reclaim any NXX codes and to ensure that any NXX codes with ported numbers are assigned to another code holder or LERG assignee.

3.
Staff shall prepare an order consistent with this motion.

                     _______________________
____________________________________


             
 DATE


KIM PIZZINGRILLI, COMMISSIONER
� In the context of that docket, the Commission voted on interim guidelines to establish an orderly process of customer notification and call center support when a local telephone service provider decides to no longer provide telephone service to customers.  Carriers abandoning service and not ensuring that their NXX codes are returned to the area code contribute to the depletion of existing area codes.  In accordance with my motion, the Commission would direct the collaborative to promulgate formal regulations setting forth a specific process through which local service providers who abandon service are required to return to the North American Numbering Plan Administrator any unused NXX codes. 


� Until 1993, Pennsylvania had four area codes – 412, 814, 717, and 215.  By the end of 1999, Pennsylvania had five more area codes – 724, 570, 610, 484, 267. 


� Currently, three additional area codes are ready to be activated when needed – 878 (Western Pennsylvania), 835 and 445 (both in Southeastern Pennsylvania) and the telecommunications industry has proposed that two more new area codes be implemented to relieve the 570 and 717 area codes in Central Pennsylvania. Today in Pennsylvania, the Commission regularly orders telephone companies to return NXX codes that are not used.  Also, thousands-block number pooling, one of the most effective number conservation measures, is on-line in six of Pennsylvania’s nine active area codes. The net result of these six pools is that approximately 8.2 million numbers previously stranded in carriers’ inventory are now being shared among the participating carriers to provide service to end-users.  See � HYPERLINK http://www.nationalpooling.com/ ��http://www.nationalpooling.com/�








� Telephone numbers are assigned according to the North American Numbering Plan which was established in the early 1940’s to ensure that the expansion of long distance calling would be guided by principles consistent with the ultimate incorporation of all public switched telephone networks into an integrated nationwide network.  The NANP became the basic numbering scheme for the telecommunications networks located in the United States, and the entire telephone network structure is designed in accordance with this scheme. 





