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MOTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN ROBERT K. BLOOM

Before the Commission for consideration are the Exceptions of Debra Brown (“Complainant”) to the Initial Decision of Administrative Law Judge Charles E. Rainey, Jr. (“ALJ”).

The Complainant states that she has lost her job at the Franklin Mint.  The Office of Special Assistants (“OSA”) recommends a remand to determine if the payment arrangement should be modified.  I agree to a remand with the following conditions.

Due to the fact that the Complainant’s employment status changed, a hearing is necessary.  However, the remand must be expedited.  A hearing must occur within 20 days of entry of an Order.  The Supplemental Initial Decision must be issued within 10 days thereafter.  The Complainant has an abysmal payment history.  While she was working, she was considered a Level 3 customer (monthly income in excess of $1,108).  She has breached two previous payment arrangements issued by the Bureau of Consumer Services (“BCS”)
.  The current BCS Decision
 directed the Complainant to pay a lump sum of $400 by May 21, 2001 and then budget bills plus $70 towards the arrearage of $2,088.93.  She made one payment of $150.00 on April 3, 2001.  Her arrearage has grown to $3,138.25.  Based on that history, it is apparent that the Complainant, when working, did not pay her bill.  Rather she manipulated the process to avoid suspension and/or termination for failure to pay her bill.

Complainant must begin to pay her utility bill.   Within 30 days of entry of an Order, the Complainant must satisfy the BCS lump sum of $400 that was due by May 21, 2001.  She has paid $150.  She owes $250, due in 30 days.  The lump sum payment due under Claypool
 is $840 ($70 x 12 months).  This amount is due in 60 days from entry of an Order.

Finally, this Commission should not accept future payment arrangement requests or inability to pay complaints from the Complainant.  Three breached payment arrangement agreements in four years warrant such action.

THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:

1. The Exceptions of Debra Brown are denied.

2. An expedited remand is appropriate.  The hearing must occur within 20 days from entry of an Order.  A Supplemental Initial Decision is due 10 days thereafter.

3. The Complainant must make the following payments to satisfy the BCS Decision:  

· the BCS lump sum payment of $250 must be paid within 30 days.

· the Claypool lump sum payment of $840 must be paid in 60 days.

4. The Commission will not accept future payment arrangement requests or inability to pay complaints from Ms. Brown due to her abuse of the administrative process.

5. The Office of Special Assistants shall prepare the appropriate Order consistent with this Motion.

_______________________
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