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MOTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN ROBERT K. BLOOM

Before the Commission for consideration is the Initial Decision of Administrative Law Judge Ky Van Nguyen (“ALJ”) regarding the Complaint of Lloyd Edwards, Jr. (“Complainant”) requesting review of his Philadelphia Gas Works (“PGW”) estimated bills.  The ALJ sustained the Complaint and established a payment arrangement of current monthly bills plus $30 towards the arrearage.  I disagree with the terms of the payment arrangement.

The facts are straightforward.  Given that PGW could not gain access to the meter, it had to estimate Complainant’s bill for seven months
, which resulted in a makeup bill of $522.91.
  The Bureau of Consumer Services issued its Decision
 directing the Complainant to pay budget bills ($69) plus $40 towards the arrearage.  

The ALJ revised the payment arrangement by directing current bills plus $30.  There is no record evidence to support such a modification.  Furthermore, the ALJ offered no rationale for changing the terms from budget bills to current bills let alone the extension of the payback period to seventeen months.  The ALJ’s modifications must be rejected.

THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:

1. The Initial Decision of the Administrative Law Judge is reversed.

2. The Bureau of Consumer Services Decision directing budget bills plus $40 towards the arrearage is affirmed.

3. The Office of Special Assistants shall prepare the appropriate Order consistent with this Motion.

_______________________

        _______________________________________


  DATE


                ROBERT K. BLOOM, VICE CHAIRMAN
� October 14, 1999 to April 5, 2000.


� The Complainant had been incorrectly billed $552.63 (FOF #4, ID, p. 2)


� BCS Number 831887, issued July 24, 2002.





