BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

AT&T Communications of PA, Inc.

     :







     :


Docket No. C-20027195



v.



     :








     :

Verizon North Incorporated


     :

INITIAL DECISION

Before

Robert A. Christianson

Chief Administrative Law Judge



AT&T Communications of PA, Inc. (AT&T) filed this complaint against Verizon North Incorporated (Verizon North) on March 20, 2002.  Verizon North responded, on April 11, 2002, with an answer and a motion to dismiss.  AT&T has responded to the motion.  The Office of Consumer Advocate filed a Notice of Intervention, dated April 10, 2002.  The complaint concerns intrastate carrier access rates.

Verizon North offers the fundamental argument that this matter belongs in a

 general investigation.  AT&T responds with the fundamental argument that it has a right to pursue its own complaint, concerning this topic.  It refers to §701 of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. §701.  In its motion, Verizon North refers to our Global Order at P-00991648-1649 (September 30, 1999), ordering paragraph 4 and to our Merger Order at A-310200F0002 (November 4, 1999), page 36.



The Commission has, in fact, commenced a proceeding entitled the Access Charge Reform Investigation, docketed at M-00021596.  We expect AT&T, Verizon North and various other companies to participate in this proceeding.

AT&T is correct in asserting its right to pursue this matter.  However, under the

circumstances, it seems to be efficient and prudent to stay or dismiss the AT&T complaint in favor of the broader investigation of this matter.  If the AT&T complaint is dismissed, this action should, of course, be without prejudice to going forward with the complaint at a more appropriate time.   See, §703 of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. §703.



Dismissal of the AT&T complaint, without prejudice, seems to be the cleaner and clearer way to deal with this situation. 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED:



That this complaint is dismissed, without prejudice, as described above.

Dated:   ___________________


____________________________________








         ROBERT A. CHRISTIANSON








         Chief Administrative Law Judge
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